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MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2009 
 

The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioners 
Brenneman and Dupont, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 
Chairman Lauman opened public comment on matters within the Commissions' Jurisdiction, no one present to speak, 
Chairman Lauman closed the public comment period. 
 
MONTHLY MEETING W/ JIM ATKINSON, AOA 
 

9:00:10 AM 
Members present:  

Chairman Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman 

Members absent:  
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, AOA Director Jim Atkinson, Clerk Kile 

 
Atkinson presented AOA’s October business plan to the commission which included bus ridership still increasing and senior 
home delivered meals and congregate meal units down.  He then reported RSVP is pursing a food court in Gateway West Mall 
that will be run by volunteers that will sell pizza, have an Espresso Shop, sell Asher Chocolates and Otis Spunkmeyer Cookies.  
Discussion was also held relative to a business plan for Gateway West Mall and providing activities for seniors.      
 
BI-MONTHLY MEETING W/ VICKI SAXBY, I.T. 
 

9:30:58 AM 
Members present:  

Chairman Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman 

Members absent:  
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, I.T. Director Vicki Saxby, Clerk Kile 

 
Vicki Saxby reported door locks were replaced at the Justice Center with a new card lock system to ensure a more secure 
building.  She then reviewed network and tech projects which included: 911 datacenter data conversions, upgrade of the virtual 
center to a new version of software, setup of a blackberry server, installation of new software to control access to doors in the 
Justice Center, Earl Bennett Building and Road Department with the Fairgrounds to follow, installation of  jail monitoring 
software/ hardware in Adult Detention, set-up of the Health Department at the Expo Building for the flu clinic and  reviewing 
demonstrations of payroll software.  Saxby then said the Fair Board made the decision to integrate their stand alone website in 
with the County’s which will be re-configured and updated as well as have an on-line ticketing system for Fair events.  The 
Health Department is also integrating their site into the County’s.  She then reviewed the open county intranet which has been 
launched.      
 
CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION:  NO THRU TRUCK SIGNS/ CONN ROAD, TRUMBLE CREEK ROAD, 
FARM ROAD, MANNING ROAD, LOST CREEK ROAD, STILLWATER ROAD AND WEST VALLEY DRIVE 
 

9:47:54 AM 
Members present:   

Chairman Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman 

Members absent:   
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Others present:   
Assistant Mike Pence, Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina, Deputy County Attorney Jonathan Smith, Public 
Works Director Dave Prunty, Clerk Kile    

 
Fugina reported the resolution is being brought forth based on an agreement made with DEQ in regards to road dust.  The 
agreement was to place a certain number of signs per year and upon recommendation from the Road Department who 
identified problem areas they are recommending these roads have no thru truck signs placed. 
 
Chairman Lauman stated he has received numerous e-mails and phone calls in regards to placing no thru truck signs and feels 
a press release needs to be done to inform citizens they are not shutting down an occasional truck going up and down the 
road.   
 
Commissioner Brenneman said to be more accurate this isn’t closing the roads it is only for a portion of these roads.      
 
General discussion was held in regards to the agreement made with DEQ and clarification of the maps before approving the 
resolution.      
 
Commissioner Brenneman made a motion to delay consideration of the resolution for a period of one week.  Chairman 
Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye – Lauman and Brenneman.  Motion carried by quorum.   
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CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATION FOR AMERICAN RECOVERY & REINVESTMENT ACT ALLOCATIONS FOR 
PROJECT FUNDS/ MWED 
 

9:57:21 AM 
Members present:   

Chairman Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman 

Members absent:   
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Others present:   
Assistant Mike Pence, Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina, Tuner Askew, Clerk Kile 

 
Tara Fugina explained the application was filled out by Kelly Danielson with Montana West Economic Development 
Corporation. 
 
Turner Askew a board member with Montana West Economic Development Corporation reported they have very little in the 
way of inducements to bring industries here and explained they have been working with a number of industries and this would 
be an opportunity to offer an inducement to an industry if they can locate them here.  The request is for commissioner approval 
to move forward with the federal opportunity to make the application.   
 
Commissioner Brenneman made a motion to approve the application for funds and authorized the chairman to sign.  
Chairman Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye – Lauman and Brenneman.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
Tara Fugina asked for permission to hire Dorsey & Whitney to issue bonds if the funds are received.   
 
Commissioner Brenneman made a motion to authorize the county to hire the expertise needed to accomplish this for the 
benefit of the public’s interest.  Chairman Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye – Lauman and Brenneman.  Motion carried by 
quorum.   
 
MEETING W/ RAEANN CAMPBELL, HUMAN RESOURCE OFFICE RE:  WORKERS’ COMP RENEWAL 
 

10:02:39 AM 
Members present:   

Chairman Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman 

Members absent:   
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Others present:   
Assistant Mike Pence, Deputy County Attorney Jonathan Smith, Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina, HR Director 
Raeann Campbell, Robin Boon, Brad Salonen, Clerk Kile   

 
Robin Boon reported the county has again done a great job safety wise with their mod factor this year at 1.01 which amounts to 
more than $100,000 in credit.  A report was presented to the commission which she then reviewed.   
 
Discussion was held relative to focusing on continuing to work on prompt reporting of injuries.   
 
Commissioner Brenneman made a motion to authorize the county to sign the individual retro spec rating plan as presented for 
workers comp insurance.  Chairman Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye – Lauman and Brenneman.  Motion carried by 
quorum.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF HR TRANSMITTAL:  E-911 CENTER MANAGER 
 

10:16:24 AM 
Members present:  

Chairman Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman 

Members absent:  
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, Deputy County Attorney Jonathan Smith, Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina, HR Director 
Raeann Campbell, OES Director Mark Peck, EMS Manager Tim Soule, Clerk Kile    

 
Campbell explained the position for a Program Manager for the 911 Center would be a separate entity but would still need to 
be run through the commissioners.  She stated it was on the 911 Board’s agenda last week and was tabled due to concerns in 
regards to the recommended salary range.   
 
General discussion continued in regards to the job description and the board authorizing the position.   
 
Commissioner Brenneman commented it is the 911 Board’s decision whether or not to fill the position and we are just providing 
the role of HR services.  
 
Commissioner Brenneman made a motion to approve the HR Transmittal and authorized the chairman to sign.  Chairman 
Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye – Lauman and Brenneman.  Motion carried by quorum.   
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(Continued) 

 
MEETING W/ LARRY VAN RINSUM, CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
 

10:30:53 AM 
Members present:  

Chairman Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman 

Members absent:  
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, GIS Liz Patefield, Larry VanRinsum, Clerk Kile 

 
VanRinsum explained a restoration project on Haskill Creek has been in the works for the past several years and they have 
applied for a grant that needs a commissioner’s signature.   
 
Commissioner Brenneman made a motion to approve the document and authorized the chairman to sign.  Chairman Lauman 
seconded the motion.  Aye – Lauman and Brenneman.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
BOARD APPOINTMENTS:  N.W. MONTANA HUMAN RESOURCES BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND EVERGREEN FIRE 
RESCUE 
 

10:46:35 AM 
Members present:   

Chairman Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman 

Members absent:   
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Others present:   
Assistant Mike Pence, Clerk Kile 

 
Commissioner Brenneman made a motion to appoint Holly Walsh to the N. W. Montana Human Resources Board of Directors.  
Chairman Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye – Lauman and Brenneman.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
Commissioner Brenneman made a motion to appoint Shawn Baker as an Evergreen Fire Rescue trustee.  Chairman Lauman 
seconded the motion.  Aye – Lauman and Brenneman.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
TAKE ACTION:  NORTH SHORE VISTA 
 

10:48:09 AM 
Members present:   

Chairman Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman 

Members absent:   
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Others present:   
Assistant Mike Pence, Planning & Zoning Director Jeff Harris, Clerk Kile 

 
Harris explained North Shore Vista preliminary plat is tied to a PUD that received approval back in 2005.  An extension to 
preliminary plat was granted on July 16, 2008 which is tied to the PUD.  He then clarified that both are now dead files.   
 
Commissioner Brenneman made a motion to recognize North Shore Vista is a dead file including the PUD.  Chairman Lauman 
seconded the motion.  Aye – Lauman and Brenneman.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE:  COST SHARE AGREEMENT FOR FOREST SERVICE, DNRC & FLATHEAD COUNTY  
 

10:51:19 AM 
Members present:   

Chairman Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman 

Members absent:   
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Others present:   
Assistant Mike Pence, OES Director Mark Peck, Clerk Kile   

 
Mark Peck explained the cost share agreement for the Baldy Fire is between Flathead National Forest, Montana Department of 
Natural Resources and Conservation and Flathead County.   
 
Commissioner Brenneman made a motion to approve the cost share agreement and authorized the chairman to sign.  
Chairman Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye – Lauman and Brenneman.  Motion carried by quorum.   
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FINAL PLAT:  MACKIN SUBDIVISION 
 

11:00:32 AM 
Members present:   

Chairman Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman 

Members absent:   
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Others present:   
Assistant Mike Pence, Planning & Zoning Director Jeff Harris, Planner Allison Mouch, Clerk Kile 

 
Mouch entered into record Staff Report FFP 09-22, Mackin Subdivision; a final plat application submitted by Patrick Mackin 
with technical assistance from Narda Wilson for a subdivision creating two residential lots located at the corner of East 
Evergreen Drive and Harmony Road.  Preliminary plat approval was granted on September 11, 2008 subject to 18 conditions.  
Mouch also reviewed the SIA totaling $781.25.     
 
Commissioner Brenneman made a motion to approve final plat of Mackin Subdivision with the SIA.  Chairman Lauman 
seconded the motion.  Aye – Lauman and Brenneman.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
 8:00 a.m. Commissioner Dupont:  Juvenile Detention Board meeting in Missoula 
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on October 20, 2009.   
.   
 

**************************************** 
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2009 
 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioners 
Brenneman and Dupont, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 
Commissioner Brenneman PT opened public comment on matters within the Commissions' Jurisdiction, no one 
present to speak, Commissioner Brenneman PT closed the public comment period. 
 
BI-MONTHLY MEETING W/ DEB PIERSON, GRANT WRITER 
 

9:18:00 AM 
Members present:  

Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman PT 
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Members absent:  
Chairman Dale W. Lauman 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, Grant Writer Deb Pierson, Clerk Kile 

 
Pierson reported no word has been received yet on the AFG grant so they assume they are still in the running.  She then 
reported the Bigfork school project is now complete with the upgrades totaling $200,000.  She then explained the DEQ 319 
rough draft was submitted with the final draft due towards the end of November.  It was then reported 48 North is beginning 
preliminary work on test holes on the county right-of-way off Grand Avenue.  She then gave an update on the Bigfork 
Stormwater Project and stated a presentation will be held on December 8th for the commission that will be held at the Earl 
Bennett Building.  The Historic Preservation Grant for the Courthouse was then reviewed which is a $250,000 request for 
money to add an elevator, install gutters, new windows and do some structural reinforcement.   
 
Discussion was held relative to the eligibility of a grant for Intermountain Children’s Home. 
 
MEETING W/ GEORGE SMITH, PLANNING & ZONING OFFICE RE:  FORTUNA FCU 08-17 
 

9:35:39 AM 
Members present:  

Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman PT 
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Members absent:  
Chairman Dale W. Lauman 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, Planning & Zoning Director Jeff Harris, Planner George Smith, Clerk Kile 

 
Smith reviewed the situation with the commission in regards to complaints and continued violations from a Conditional Use 
Permit issued to Fortuna out by Glacier RV Park on Hwy. 35, and asked for direction in how to continue with the situation since 
the regulations don’t give them a method of resolution.   
 
Harris explained the zoning regulations are pretty clear in that the office investigates complaints and violations and then take 
their findings to the commission for their consideration, direction and action.    
 
General discussion continued and a decision was made to consult with the Attorney’s Office for appropriate action in an 
attempt to bring the CUP into compliance.   



TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2009 
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QUARTERLY MEETING W/ MIKE MEEHAN, SHERIFF 
 

10:00:00 AM 
Members present:  

Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman PT 
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Members absent:  
Chairman Dale W. Lauman 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, Sheriff Mike Meehan, Clerk Kile 

 
Meehan stated their budget is looking good and then reported the deputies have chosen to extend their contract for one more 
year.  He then spoke about the need to put a maintenance schedule in place and address dust problems in the Justice Center 
after discovering some duct work totally blocked.  Meehan also reported Glen Fulton and Dorothy Browder have announced 
their retirement.  Discussion was also held relative to transportation of mental health patients.   
 
INTEROPERABILITY MONTANA PROJECT DIRECTORS UPDATE W/ IAN MARQUAND 
 

10:30:58 AM 
Members present:  

Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman PT 
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Members absent:  
Chairman Dale W. Lauman 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, Ian Marquand, Carl Hotvedt, Kevin Bruski, West Valley Fire Myron Boulden, Clerk Kile 

 
Kevin Bruski reviewed the Northern Tier sites that are under construction as well as the sites being upgraded.  He stated a lot 
is happening all over the state in regards to construction in order to improve coverage.  
 
General discussion was held relative to the cost of the system and the need for improved radio coverage within the state.    
 
Commissioner Dupont commented everything during his time being Sheriff that every issue they had during a major event was 
a communication issue.  He further spoke about the cost of the system.       
 
Kevin Bruski commented that anytime you start changing technology its going to be expensive.   
 
Ian Marquand explained they are looking for input and ideas as to where they should look for reasonable funding for 
sustainability for general infrastructure repairs and power needs.    
 
General discussion continued in regards to funding of the sites.   
  
DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE:  SALISH KOOTENAI BUS LEASE/ EAGLE TRANSIT 
 

11:02:52 AM 
Members present:  

Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman PT 
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Members absent:  
Chairman Dale W. Lauman 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, Eagle Transit Director Dave Polansky, Clerk Kile 

 
Polansky reported the contract is to lease two sprinters.    
 
Commissioner Dupont made a motion to approve the contract and authorized the chairman to sign.  Commissioner 
Brenneman PT seconded the motion.  Aye - Brenneman and Dupont.  Motion carried by quorum.    
 
CONSIDERATION OF HR TRANSMITTAL:  TEMPORARY LPN/ HEALTH DEPT. & ANIMAL WARDEN/ SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 

11:08:37 AM 
Members present:  

Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman PT 
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Members absent:  
Chairman Dale W. Lauman 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, Health Dept. Director Joe Russell, HR Director Raeann Campbell, Clerk Kile   

 
Russell reported the Health Department is receiving wall to wall phone calls with citizens wanting to talk to health care 
providers about the H1N1 virus.  
 
Commissioner Dupont made a motion to approve the part time LPN position as proposed.  Commissioner Brenneman PT 
seconded the motion.  Aye - Brenneman and Dupont.  Motion carried by quorum.  
 
Campbell explained the job description for the Animal Warden is being updated to more accurately reflect the requirements of 
the position.    



TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2009 
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Commissioner Brenneman PT made a motion to approve the Animal Warden job description.  Commissioner Dupont 
seconded the motion.  Aye - Brenneman and Dupont.  Motion carried by quorum.    
 
MEETING W/ DAVE PRUNTY & GUY FOY/ ROAD DEPT. RE:  RAC REQUEST ON DEAD END ROADS 
 

11:15:59 AM 
Members present:  

Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman PT 
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Members absent:  
Chairman Dale W. Lauman 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, Public Works Director Dave Prunty, Manager Road & Bridge Dept. Guy Foy, Tom Sands, 
Clerk Kile 

 
Prunty presented the Road Advisory Committees suggested criteria for eliminating roads from the maintenance network.  He 
then explained the committee has approved the criteria and will come before the commission after they have had time to 
review it. 
 
General discussion was held relative to the criteria brought forth for review in how to evaluate the dead-end roads.   
 
Prunty explained under statue MCA 7-14-2103 they have the decision ability to decide whether or not to maintain a road.   
 
Tom Sands commented that he feels if this is going to be done it needs to be done soon in order for citizens to prepare for 
winter plowing.   
 
General discussion was then held relative to McMannamy Draw and concerns in regards to rebuilding a portion of the road.   
 
   Commissioner Lauman:  JPIA Land Use meeting @ Lake County Courthouse, Polson 
 4:00 p.m. Commissioner Brenneman:  Montana Lake Book @ Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
 6:00 p.m. Commissioner Brenneman:  Flathead Building Association’s Octoberfeast @ Hilton Garden Inn  
   
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on October 21, 2009.   
  
 

**************************************** 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2009 
 

The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioners 
Brenneman and Dupont, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 
Chairman Lauman opened public comment on matters within the Commissions' Jurisdiction. 
 
Debra Spaulding, Chairperson for the Lakeside Neighborhood Plan Committee read the following letter:   
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No one else rising to speak, Chairman Lauman closed the public comment period. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  PERMISSIVE MEDICAL LEVY @ EARL BENNETT BUILDING CONFERENCE ROOM 
 

9:00:01 AM 
Members present:   

Chairman Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman 
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Others present:   
Assistant Mike Pence, Finance Comptroller Joe Garza, Deputy County Attorney Jonathan Smith, Clerk & Recorder 
Paula Robinson, Finance Technician Lora Aspenlieder, Finance Technician Wendy Marquardt, Director Weed & 
Parks Jed Fisher, Office Administrator Vicki Eggum, County Attorney Ed Corrigan, Justice Court Mark Sullivan, 
Human Resource Director Raeann Campbell, Office Administrator Road & Bridge Dept. Patti Vernasky, Operations 
Manager Road & Bridge Dept. Guy Foy, Public Works Director Dave Prunty, Operations Manager Solid Waste Jim 
Chilton, Office Administrator Planning & Zoning Mary Sevier, Planning & Zoning Director Jeff Harris, Assistant 
Planning & Zoning Director B J Grieve, Library Director Kim Crowley, Library Office Administrator Karen Marr, 
Director AOA Jim Atkinson, I. T. Director Vicki Saxby, Wes Hula, Carol Norwood, Ellie Allen, Donna Thorton, Ron 
Buentemeier, Clerk Kile 

 
Pence explained the Permissive Medical Levy is allowed by law to fund the medical insurance program for county employees.  
He stated the amount has been set at $1.1 million; the mill levy itself is 5 mills and the county is allowed to go up to in excess 
of 8 mills for this purpose.   
 
Chairman Lauman opened the public hearing to anyone wishing to speak in favor or opposition of the Permissive 
Medical Levy. 
 
No one rising to speak, Chairman Lauman closed the public hearing.   
 
Commissioner Brenneman made a motion to adopt the permissive medical levy as proposed.  Commissioner Dupont 
seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman, Brenneman and Dupont.  Motion carried unanimously.   
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PUBLIC HEARING:  BUDGET FY 09-10 EARL BENNETT BUILDING CONFERENCE ROOM 
 

9:05:01 AM 
Members present:   

Chairman Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner Joseph D. Brenneman 
Commissioner James R.  Dupont 

Others present:   
Assistant Mike Pence, Finance Comptroller Joe Garza, Deputy County Attorney Jonathan Smith, Clerk & Recorder 
Paula Robinson, Finance Technician Lora Aspenlieder, Finance Technician Wendy Marquardt, Director Weed & 
Parks Jed Fisher, Office Administrator Vicki Eggum, County Attorney Ed Corrigan, Justice Court Mark Sullivan, 
Human Resource Director Raeann Campbell, Office Administrator Road & Bridge Dept. Patti Vernasky, Operations 
Manager Road & Bridge Dept. Guy Foy, Public Works Director Dave Prunty, Operations Manager Solid Waste Jim 
Chilton, Office Administrator Planning & Zoning Mary Sevier, Planning & Zoning Director Jeff Harris, Assistant 
Planning & Zoning Director B J Grieve, Library Director Kim Crowley, Library Office Administrator Karen Marr, 
Director AOA Jim Atkinson, I. T. Director Vicki Saxby, Wes Hula, Carol Norwood, Ellie Allen, Donna Thorton, Ron 
Buentemeier, Clerk Kile 

 
County Administrator Mike Pence expressed his appreciation to Finance Comptroller Joe Garza, Lora Aspenlieder and Clerk 
and Recorder Paula Robinson for their hard work and effort in facilitating the budget process.  He then thanked each of the 
department heads, elected officials and support staff for their work in preparing the individual department budgets.  He then 
stated the county is starting the year with a projected combined (tax and non-tax funds) beginning balance of $35.2 million, a 
total revenue (tax and non-tax) projection of $70.2 million, a total expenditure projection of $72.8 million and a projected ending 
balance of $32.6 million.  He than added the county presently has a good cash balance situation because of efforts over the 
past four and one-half years.  He explained the expenditure budget includes significant funding for our capital improvement 
program (CIP) totaling $5,109,669 compared to $5,037,534 last year.  It was further added the county presently has 509 full-
time employees plus many seasonal and temporary workers.  A 1.9% COLA adjustment (half of the actual 3.8% CPI amount) 
for county personnel was approved by the commission in this budget.  Over the past year personnel at several departments 
totaling 10.5 FTE were reduced for an approximate budget savings of $400,000.  The estimated expenditure appropriation 
amount in the tax levy funds total $48.6 million compared to $47.4 million in FY 09.  The proposed tax levy is 135.75 mills 
compared to 145.96 mills last year which amounts to a 10.21 mill decrease.  Pence stated we are proposing $27,651,861 for 
FY10 compared to $27,655,653 for FY09 with direction given from the commission to avoid an increase in actual tax dollars 
levied which was achieved.   
 
Chairman Lauman opened the public hearing to anyone wishing to speak in favor or opposition of the FY09-10 
budget.   
 
Ron Buentemeier a member of the Conservation District stated they were hit particularly hard this year with the clause where 
you can only increase by a certain percentage with the inflation rate.  He then said we lost over $50,000 of our budget due to 
the fact that they have been very generous over a number of years by not taxing areas that were within the county and now are 
in the city limits of Kalispell and Columbia Falls.  They finally asked that the properties be included and because of MCA code it 
limits the amount of dollars; they have now lost in their budget.  He then stated they have asked the DOR for clarification but 
have not received an answer.  Buentemeier stated he wanted this brought to their attention because he is seriously concerned 
that it will reduce the ability of the Conservation District to do some of the things they have done in the past.  He then brought 
forth the issue that there appears to be a great discrepancy error underway in regards to the way timber lands have been 
reappraised with major land owners protesting their taxes; which is unfortunate because they tried very hard through the 
legislature and felt they had the problem solved, and the answers coming out now are all over the board and don’t make any 
sense at all.  He then stated the county may be short of money with taxes being paid under protest.   
 
Donna Thorton, 151 Amatasia Lane stated her comments were submitted earlier to the commission in writing and presented 
the following letter for the record.    
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No one else rising to speak, Chairman Lauman closed the public hearing.   
 
Commissioner Dupont said it has been a joy for the last eight months or so working with elected officials and department heads 
and realizing that their main objective is still working for the taxpayers of Flathead County.  He then added when other areas of 
the country are deeply in depth that Flathead County is still solid and thanked the prior commission for their work in keeping the 
financial structure sound and solid.  He further said he is looking forward to the next five years where we will obviously see 
some changes; not knowing where we are for instance with raises public employees received.  It was noted that sometimes the 
professional county or state employees are down at the bottom of the totem pole when it comes to raises.  He then stated I 
have been here year after year when county employees and officials didn’t keep up with the tide; for example when I first was 
elected Sheriff we would probably get 250 applications for one position, and shortly before I retired we were lucky to get five 
because of the salary range.  He then stated when the commission finally decided to fix that it was a really big thing and added 
I certainly don’t think anybody here will get rich with a 1.9 percent increase.  Dupont then thanked the employees for keeping 
with their high standards.    
 
Chairman Lauman thanked his fellow Commissioners, County Administrator Mike Pence, Finance Department, Department 
Managers and employees.  He then stated we seen this downturn coming approximately 18 months ago and challenged 
Department Managers at that time to reduce costs which they did in part by  addressing the issue of not replacing employee 
positions and reducing costs.  Having known that ahead of time I think we have warded off what happened for a lot of counties 
with some in the red.  He further stated because of our Department Managers and a lot of dedicated employees we are not in a 
critical situation.  He then add that he too has heard several comments about the county getting a raise and said when you ask 
people to step up and accept additional responsibilities and reduce their employees and cut costs you need to put something 
on the table to reward that; a 1.9 percent increase is a small reward.  He further stated we know people may protest their taxes 
and I think we can work our way through that.  Lauman then added a 7 percent decrease or 10 mills shows that we are taking 
into consideration the hard times the public is facing and as a comparison from the large government I came from I would place 
Flathead County at the top. 
 

Commissioner Brenneman said Mike Pence and I joined this organization about the same time and I remember the first month 
or year that they looked at the budget they joked there was never good news; that they kept making discoveries that were in 
fact alarming with cash balances not being what they should have been and cash reserves low.  He then stated certainly Myrtt 
Webb and Susan Nicosia started to bring them in the direction they needed to go, but fundamentally this is a budget that is 
understandable and makes sense for the most part and is down thanks to your hard work.  I also know we asked department 
heads and elected officials to do things that hadn’t been done before; to actually tell us what you are doing and what you plan 
to do next year and whether or not it needed to be done.  Brenneman added I know there was a minor amount of complaining 
about that but I certainly appreciated it.  It was further stated the work isn’t over we need to continue to ask ourselves,  just 
because we did something last year,  do we need to do it this next year, or how can it be done better.  However, this budget 
represents close to half a million dollars more than what I think it should be; that this was not the year to give ourselves a raise 
with those in the private sector, especially in the commodity or construction business or those sorts of things that it is not good 
out there yet and people are happy just to have a job, so I disagree that the raise is warranted this year.  He then added I find 
myself in a quandary because the budget work that was done I think we should be proud of, but the dollar amount represents 
more than what I think we should have done.  Brenneman then stated our Planning Office has taken a great deal of criticism 
and some of the same people who are complaining about it now are the ones who were telling us when things were going 
great that we needed to hire more people, and needed experienced staff and questioned why we didn’t and now you want us to 
fire them.  He then stated that isn’t the way a business should be run and thanked everyone for their hard work and said it’s 
nice to have a budget that I can understand.   
 
Commissioner Dupont made a motion to adopt Resolution 2226.  Commissioner Brenneman seconded the motion.  Aye - 
Lauman and Dupont.  Brenneman – Present.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  2226 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE FLATHEAD 

COUNTY BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2010 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 7-6-4030(2) M.C.A. requires that the Board of County Commissioners, by resolution, 
approve and adopt the budget for each fiscal year; 
 
  WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners, in accordance with Section 7-6-4030(3)(a), MCA, may establish the 
legal spending limit at a level of detail which will allow more flexibility and has determined that that level of budget control 
should remain at the Fund/Department level; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proper public hearings have been held in regard to the setting of such budget for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2010. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County Commissioners for Flathead County does 
hereby approve and adopt the final budget for Flathead County for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2010, as set out in the 
budget document attached and incorporated herein as a part of this resolution. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the level of budget control shall be at the Fund/Department level, that 
any unused budget appropriations for the Personal Services object codes (100's), shall not be used to increase spending 
in other budget areas, such as Supplies, Purchased Services or Capital Outlay, without specific Board approval, and that 
budget authority within the remaining object codes, 200 - 900, may be transferred at the fund/department level without line 
item transfer approval by the Board of Commissioners, provided that total expenditures may not exceed the total 
fund/department budget. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of county Commissioners for Flathead County does hereby 

approve and adopt the levies required to fund the final budget for Flathead County for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
2010, as set out in the budget document attached and incorporated herein as part of this resolution. 



WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2009 
(Continued) 

  
BE IF FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of County Commissioners for Flathead County does hereby order 

the Clerk and Recorder to enter the budget document and tax levy schedule in the official minutes of the Board of County 
Commissioners and to send copies of the budget as approved and adopted to all necessary offices of the county and the 
State of Montana. 

 
APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 21st day of October, 2009. 
 
       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
      Flathead County, Montana 
 
      By/s/Dale W. Lauman 
        Dale W. Lauman, Chairman 

 
       By/s/James R. Dupont 
         James R. Dupont, Member 
ATTEST 
Paula Robinson, Clerk     By/s/Present 
         Joseph D. Brenneman, Member 
By/s/Diana Kile 
   Diana Kile, Deputy   
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 11:00 a.m. County Attorney meeting @ Co. Atty’s Office 
 12:00 p.m. Commissioner Brenneman:  DUI Task Force 
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on October 22, 2009.   
   
 

**************************************** 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2009 
 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioners 
Brenneman and Dupont, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 
 NO MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on October 23, 2009.   

 
**************************************** 



 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2009 

 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioners 
Brenneman and Dupont, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 
   7:00 a.m. Commissioner Brenneman:  Interoperability Montana Finance Committee conference call 
   9:00 a.m. Subdivision Review Committee meeting @ Commissioners’ Meeting Room 
 10:30 a.m. Commissioner Brenneman:  Economic Blueprint Discussion @ Quinn’s Hot Springs 
   1:00 p.m. Commissioner Lauman:  Audit Committee meeting @ Commissioners’ Meeting Room 
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on October 26, 2009.   
  
 

**************************************** 
 

 


