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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2003 
 

The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and 
Hall, and Clerk Robinson were present.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL DEPUTY COUNTY ATTORNEY RE: STATE V. GROCE 
 
Present at the February 24, 2003 8:45 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Deputy County 
Attorney Jonathan Smith, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt Resolution #1605.  Commissioner Gipe seconded the motion.  Aye - Watne, Hall 
and Gipe.  Motion carried unanimously.   

RESOLUTION  NO. 1605 
 
 Whereas, the Flathead County Attorney has requested prosecutorial assistance in the case of State v. 
Groce because of the existence of a conflict interest involving the Flathead County Attorney’s Office; 
  
 Whereas, it is desired and deemed appropriate that a special deputy county attorney be appointed to 
assist in the prosecution of the aforementioned case; 
 
 Whereas, Mont. Code Ann. §44-4-111 authorizes the training coordinator for county attorneys to act as 
special counsel on request of the county attorney and upon the approval of the board of county commissioners 
and §2-15-501(5) authorizes the Attorney General to provide assistance to a county attorney in the discharge of 
his or her duties; and 
 
 Whereas, the bureau chief of the Prosecution Services Bureau of the Department of Justice has 
informed the County Attorney that his bureau cannot assume the prosecution of State v. Groce at this time and 
recommends that former Missoula County Attorney Robert L. Deschamps be engaged to undertake that 
prosecution. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Flathead County, 
Montana, that Robert L. Deschamps may be engaged by the Flathead County Attorney to assume the 
prosecution in the case of State v. Groce, and shall be paid $50 per hour, plus reimbursement of his expenses 
in said case. 
 
 Dated this 24th day of February, 2003. 
 

     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
      Flathead County, Montana 
 
      By:  /s/Robert W. Watne 
               Robert W. Watne, Chairman 
 
      By:  /s/Howard W. Gipe 

                  Howard W. Gipe, Member 
 
ATTEST:     By:  /s/ Gary D. Hall 
Paula Robinson, Clerk                     Gary D. Hall, Member 
 
By: /s/ Vickie M. Eggum 
      Vickie M. Eggum, Deputy 

 
CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST FOR POSITION REPLACEMENT: OA II/COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
 
Present at the February 24, 2003 8:45 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Commissioner Gipe made a motion to approve the opening of an OAII position on behalf of the County Attorney’s Office.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion.  Aye - Watne, Hall and Gipe.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
MONTHLY MEETING W/JOE RUSSELL, HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
 
Present at the February 24, 2003 9:00 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Health Director Joe 
Russell, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
General discussion was held relative to use of mag chloride; Great Northern Bark press release; custodial services for the Earl 
Bennett Building; cartrol system for gas usage for the county; solicitors frequenting the county offices. 

 
MEETING W/ JIM ANDLER RE: MAGNESIUM CHLORIDE ON ROADS @ JUSTICE CENTER CONFERENCE ROOM 
 
Present at the February 24, 2003 9:30 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Barbara Crawford, 
Steve Palmer, Stephen Herzog, Frank Talley, Don Snow, David Wilkening, Ron Cole, Michael S. Baer, Josiah Baer, Duke Baer, 
F.C. Bailey, Carol Dewal, Dan Brown, Dan Williams, Jim Andler, Phyllis Snow, Dean Kelch, Carl Rauthe, Darlene Jump-Rauthe, 
Scott Relyea, Don Nelson, Dave Meacham, Dean Wehr, Carl Anderson, Bill Obermeyer, John Bauer, Jonathan Bauer, Loran 
Frazier, Walt Koerschner, Ellie Allen, Aaron Allen, Charlie Johnson, Jed Fisher, Joe Russell, Morris Neugebauer, Carla 
Neugebauer, Larry Wolford, Gary Fischer, Rodger Willett, Lloyd Pierson, Ted W. Reed, Lance McCully, Art Schroeder, R.D. 
Timlick, Fred Timlick, Gary Ax, Jim Gray, Pete Edwards, Julie Hamilton, Dennis Frownfelter, Don Wedell, Jay Crawford, Everett 
Lewis, Bill Hutchison, Karl J. Skindingsrude, Donald Komenda, Glen Mathiason, Walter Flanigan, Arlene Juntunen, Art 
Juntunen, Ric Hall, Ed Fink, Mark Redfern, Stephen Holladay, Lyle Doty, Shirley Egger, Darol Egger, Gary Brexlinger, Bill 
Johnston, Jim Oberg, Jeff Van Helden, Paul Uken, Al Serr, Neil Hanson, Mac Magruder, Sonny Sands, Ed Fink, William Shaw, 
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David Kauffman, Jack McManus, R.C. Holmes, Amy Waller, Charles Jaquette, Doug Brown, Judy Mathiason, Robbie Koon, Ed 
Peter, Rick Waters, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
The following representatives introduced themselves, Dean Wehr of Great Salt Lake Minerals; Dan Williams of Montana 
Department of Transportation Maintenance Specialist; Dave Wilkening with Redmond Minerals out of Salt Lake City.  Wilkening 
advised he does testing and quality controls.   
 
Chairman Watne opened the meeting requesting that Jim Andler address the audience.  
 

Andler advised that he wanted this meeting to discuss concerns related to the use of mag chloride as a deicer.  Andler 
wanted several issues addressed:  (1) the safety element on private and commercial vehicles, which will corrode, rust, 
brakes, wiring etc.  (2)  What is this going to do to our infrastructure such as roads, bridges, culverts, signs, watersheds, 
ground water?   (3)  What impact does it have on wildlife such as deer, elk, goats and what about the danger element for 
drivers?   Andler noted he has heard many stories relative to seeing deer licking the deicer on the road as it is a salt 
base.  (4)  The economical factor – what it is going to cost later for the commercial vehicles buses, trucks and private 
vehicles.  Andler noted he purchases a vehicle for longevity and is not able to purchase a new one when rust appears on 
the vehicle.  Andler questioned whether the County and State were going to make huge concessions for drivers that 
move into this area who want to drive 70 miles per hour.  Andler advised that he circulated a petition and has obtained 
somewhere between 3500 and 4000 signatures in a little over a week.  He noted the petitions were dropped off at 
random places such as convenience stores and many businesses were missed.  He noted he receives 20 to 30 
messages daily from people who are tired of the effects from the use of mag chloride.  Andler calculated that 1% wanted 
to continue the use of mag chloride.  Andler related the story of an individual who just purchased a $50,000 rig and it’s 
already rusting on the bumpers.  He also referred to a call from a landscape architect who works for Glacier National 
Park and they won’t allow the use of mag chloride in the park and in addition are banning its use in Canada.  Andler 
stated he came from Hot Springs yesterday morning where there wasn’t hardly any snow on the road and there was a 
State Highway plow, plowing the road.  He was advised during a stop at a convenience store that they already had the 
deicer sprayed on the road.  I don’t want this, and maybe you guys feel the same way.  I don’t want these chemicals on 
the roads.  Andler stated he wanted to see some sand or just have everyone drive slower.  People have advised him that 
they are not even buying winter tires anymore because of the conditions of the winters.  Andler reiterated that people can 
drive slower.  Andler next noted the concerns raised relative to the Federal Clean Air Act.  Andler believes they get some 
subsidies from compliance with the Act and stated again that we could not use sand thereby complying with the Act and 
people just drive slower.   Andler stated that the bottom line is, are we selling out Montana for some money from the 
Federal Government?    Andler speculated that more people would be attending the meeting if people did not have to be 
at work.   

 
Commissioner Hall requested that everyone keep their comments to two to three minutes.   
 

Brown stated he was getting pretty tired of what is going on with the road systems with the magnesium chloride. He 
noted he has spoken with Bob Watne and is in agreement with him.  Brown asked for a show of hands for anyone in 
favor of using mag chloride.  Brown stated that we are here today because we are tired of having our Road Department 
saturating our roads with a highly corrosive liquid deicer magnesium chloride.  We understand that we live in northern 
Montana where the winter months produce snow and ice.  Up until about nine years ago we got by very well with sanding 
the roads.  Maybe a non-corrosive deicer at the intersections would be a good alternative in the form of sand or washed 
chips on the remainder of the roads as needed.   Brown read various sources relative to the use of magnesium chloride.  
From Dan William’s desk dated October 11, 2002:  Another winter season is upon us and we will be using salt and mag 
chloride for winter maintenance.  Protecting our investment in equipment is an obligation to the taxpayers, it shows pride 
and makes good sense.  I know there is much concern over corrosion issues and especially about mag chloride.   A 
recently published report from the Colorado D.O.T. and University of Colorado did a corrosion comparison between road 
salt and magnesium chloride on two different grades of aluminum and two grades of stainless steel.  There is a marked  
difference to the resistance of corrosion and quality of metals.  Better, more expensive metal grades resist corrosion 
better, but the study uses three different corrosion tests with different results.  MDT is a member of the Pacific Northwest 
Snow Fighters Consortium and we use the mace test.  We feel it more closely mimics real life conditions.  What the 
research was able to conclude was that road salt is more corrosive to the metals than mag chloride on a one time 
exposure, but there is a difference in the chemicals and how they react to humidity.  Road salt brine on your vehicle will 
dry into a white glazing salt coating.  It will generally stop corroding until it gets wet again.  Road salt won’t easily go back 
into solution unless there is free moisture like rain or melted snow.  Mag chloride on the other hand won’t easily dry out.  
It likes water.  It will stay moist if there is relative humidity above 27%.  Even if mag chloride does corrode less per event 
by staying moist, it will corrode longer.  From the Pacific Northwest Snow Fighters:  A report from LeGrande, Oregon 
spoke of environmental concerns with the use of mag chloride including steel and concrete problems.  They use CMA 
instead, considering it to be more environmentally friendly.  Oregon saw signs of steel rusting inside concrete and 
corrosion problems after one application even when products from the approved list were used and mag chloride is on 
the approved list.  Brown stated that Montana says they have an active program to educate people about washing 
vehicles to remove chemicals and then asked if anyone was aware of the program.  He stated he had seen a notice in 
the Daily Inter Lake at the end of a related story on November 27, 2001.  Brown advised that he did not consider that an 
active program.  Burns Concrete, Idaho Falls, Idaho:   Magnesium Chloride as a Road Deicer a Critical Review:  
Referring to the effect that mag chloride has on concrete, a literature review list from a worldwide search will reference a  
body of scientific literature and study that indicate that salt containing magnesium are the most destructive deicing 
chemical commercially available.  From the extensive damage to concrete surfaces observed this past winter, whatever 
was done appears to be not adequate.  Under how magnesium chloride damages concrete:  While deicing salts 
containing sodium, potassium and calcium are clinically innocuous to concrete, this is not true of magnesium.  The 
magnesium ions accumulate and react with the cementitious compound calcium hydrate converting it to magnesium 
cylican hydrate or mineral called Lucite which is non-cementitious.  In other words the fundamental major mineralogical 
product of solidified concrete has been chemically altered, completely changed, formation of magnesium cylican hydrate 
breaks down the glue that binds aggregates together and concrete surfaces begin to deteriorate.  The net effect, we now 
have a chemical and physical attack that concrete is not designed to withstand nor be subject to.  The bad news the 
consequent damage to concrete and its financial impact upon the community at large is significant.  The last essential 
point of this review is that this material is extremely corrosive, causing damage to plant and vegetable life and greatly 
accelerating the destruction of most metals, primarily automobiles and their accessories.  The producers of the 
magnesium chloride have claimed to have integrated a corrosion inhibitor in an attempt to negate some of the auto 



 
 INV - 3 

damage but a joint study by the Colorado Transportation Department and a national trucking association as a result of 
trucker’s complaints about corrosion to their vehicles and electronics has not won out that this corrosion inhibitor is 
effective.  Brown believes there are plenty in the room that can attest to that.  The MSDS sheet on mag chloride from 
Peters Chemical Company:  Under spills or leak procedures it states steps to be taken in case material is released into 
the environment reads as follows:  Report spills to the National Response Center, suggested local action, contain spill, 
and prevent large quantities from contacting vegetation or domestic or natural water sources.  If material is not 
contaminated, place in appropriate container for disposal.  Disposal method if contaminated with other materials, the 
nature and extent of contamination may require the use of specialized disposal methods.  If disposal is necessary comply 
with all local, state and federal regulations, contact your local EPA office for help.  For hazardous waste regulations call 
this hot line.  An article out of Heavy Duty Trucking magazine:  Magnesium Chloride a Miracle Corrodes.  Back in the 
early 90s the people who maintained roads in cold climates thought they had found a miracle.  It came in the form of a 
chemical compound, a liquid solution of a magnesium and chloride that lowers the freezing point of water.  Sprayed onto 
roads before a storm mag chloride may prevent snow from sticking and ice from forming.  Everywhere they looked state 
road departments saw damages from mag chloride.  By keeping roads cleared, they prevented accidents and kept traffic 
moving.  They didn’t have to use as much sand so they had less air pollution, less pulp and fewer complaints about 
corrosion and less environmental damage to seals.  The chemical is more expensive than their traditional tools but when 
they were done with the math it was no contest.  Mag chloride delivered more than it cost.  Snow fighters are committed 
to public safety and snow and ice gained the upper hand.  In mag chloride they were thinking they had found a way to 
conquer demon winters, but real miracles are few and far between, and it is clear that mag chloride is failing to make the 
grade.  The compound is turning out to have long term effects that tarnish literally its early reputation as the salvation of 
winter travel.   Truckers who face the greatest exposure are thinking mag chloride packs a killer punch.  They have found 
that its corrosive properties are eating away at vital components, often the damage is cosmetic.  The chemical eats into 
aluminum and stainless steel, pitting and scarring the services that give good well maintained equipment a pleasing 
appearance.  But some damage runs deeper.  Fleets that have been exposed to mag chloride report that their wiring 
systems are deteriorating at an alarming rate.  Maintenance people believe that the chemicals wick into connection 
points and eat away at copper wiring and truckers in some types of operations are expressing even more serious 
concerns.  They are seeing damage that scares them.  Corrosion in structural equipment could lead to catastrophic 
failure at highway speed.   One maintenance vice president of a national LTL Fleet describes pushing his pen clean 
through a structural element on a trailer suspension that he believes had been rotted by mag chloride.   In fact truck 
maintenance professionals are alarmed.  The Technology and Maintenance Council of America Trucking Association has 
scheduled a steady session on corrosion problems in brakes and ATA has asked the Federal Highway Administration to 
support an in depth study of deicers including mag chloride.  With these bells going off you would think that trucking 
companies, equipment suppliers and the highway maintenance community would be arm in arm in search of a solution, 
but that’s not happening, at least not in an effective way.  Lack of information, poor communications, political interests 
and plain old hard set attitudes are hampering progress.  This is most worrisome to trucking interests who are following 
the issues closely with the potential long term threat.  For one thing, states are using more mag chloride which increases 
exposure.  Other corrosion problems are being spread through the national fleet by equipment turnover.  Generally fleets 
say it takes time for mag chloride damage to show up so fleets that wash their equipment regularly and turn it over on a 
two or three year cycle might avoid much of the problem.  Maintenance professionals say that once mag chloride wicks 
into a joint between two metals, it’s there to stay unless you disassemble the pieces, clean them and paint them.  In fact, 
equipment turnover shifts the corrosion problem to the second or third owner, who may or may not be prepared for the 
hassle and expense of proper maintenance.  This could lead to safety and repair issues that expand far beyond the 
states where mag chloride is used.  We’re only at the beginning of the problem says Greg Fulton, President of the 
Colorado Motor Carriers Association.  Fulton is involved because Colorado is the leading user of mag chloride and its 
members are reporting serious problems.  Vice President of Western Distributing, a nationwide truckload carrier of dry 
and refrigerated freight based in Denver, says that at first mag chloride just caused cosmetic problems, it corroded the  
aluminum on tractors, drive bands and reefer trailers, but now  he’s experiencing astronomical failures in his wiring 
system.  Mag chloride corrodes his wiring several feet at a time on equipment that is only four months old.  He said, I’ve 
never seen anything like it.  While Colorado awaits laboratory results, maintenance personnel for state police in Idaho 
and Montana do not hesitate, the problem is mag chloride.  I think the number one corrosion problem with deicer is that it 
attacks the wiring the worst, says Montana State fleet manager, Jack May.  If you have a wire that you have probed, it 
will eat through the conductor in a week.  He said deicer will seep into junction boxes and electrical components with 
wiring connections and circuit boards and destroy them in a short order.  It is their recommendation, a rigorous program 
of faithful washing the vehicles.  He also suggests improving wiring harnesses, sealing junction boxes and painting 
exposed surfaces.  In Colorado, power companies are complaining that mag chloride mist stirred up from the road, by 
passing vehicles, is settling on the insulators on their power poles causing them to conduct electricity rather than block it.  
The result has been power outages and spontaneous combustion of power poles according to news accounts.  Also, 
Colorado residents are charging that mag chloride previously thought to be harmless to vegetation is killing spruce and fir 
trees.  Under Safety Threatened by Brake Corrosion:  An immediate safety concern is wide spread evidence of the 
significant increase in the use of deicing chemicals on highways is impacting the life and performance of S cam brake 
shoes and linings.   Severe rust build up on the brake shoe table called rust jacking by brake engineers is causing brake 
linings to deform, work boots to crack and break.  Darryl Stewart is a major practitioner of management by wandering 
around, spending at least an hour or more on shop floors, digging through dumpsters and analyzing scrap piles.  They all  
tell a story he says, and it was the brake shoe scrap pile of over 100 shoes.  Mechanics were pulling off brake lines which 
weren’t 50% worn, but were cracked, loose around the rivets and showed a very uneven lining wear, no one in 
management was paying attention to what was obviously a problem.  Mechanics just slapped on new shoes to get the 
vehicle back out on the road.  Why is rust jacking showing up now? Road chemicals are acknowledged to be the culprit.  
Chemical laden road spray gets onto brake shoes and depending on the quality and type of coating on the shoe itself, 
goes to work.  Corrosive moisture works its way between the shoes and lining and eats away at the shoe table, gradually 
undermining the lining until it becomes loose, cracks or fails.   In conclusion, rust jacking produces short lining line 
sometimes 50% less than is expected.  Rust jacking leads to brake safety issues.  The problems are driven by premature 
shoe deterioration that damages lining.  Both safety and economic issues are involved.  Don’t ignore them.   An article 
from Land Line: The Corrosive Promises of On-road Chemicals.  With winter peeking its ugly head around the corner, 
truck drivers carefully anticipate its icy roads, but they shiver when they encounter the slushy slick deicing and anti-icing 
chemicals that eat away at their truck’s underbellies.  In product brochures and press releases, chemical companies 
promise a particular chemical is less harmful to metal than rock salt and safer for those who drive in inclement weather.  
However, truck drivers cannot regard these chemicals as less corrosive or safe.  In fact, these seasoned truckers say 
these chemicals eat the wheels and housing and rusting the truck where it pits the paint.  It is even eating away metal 
brake lining.   Murray said he washes his truck, but can’t always wash it right away when on the road.  He said it also 
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leaves brown streaks on the truck.  The slush left by the chemicals also refreezes at temperatures below 20 degrees 
making for a more dangerous ride.   Paula Murray an OOIDA member from Colorado lost control of her rig while driving 
on chemical treated highways in Cheyenne Wyoming.  She was driving a 7500 pound, one ton pickup hauling a 17,000 
pound fifth-wheel trailer on an icy overpass around 9:30 p.m. on March 10th, when the wind caught the trailer, slid her rig 
across both lanes and laid the truck on its side in the median.  She says, I have had Cat 777 semis and autos break 
loose on ice before and never had a problem recovering, because I go slow enough and know what I’m doing.  This was 
the first time I have ever had no chance or time to do anything, while talking to the Wyoming highway patrolman.  He told 
her that her accident was the seventh vehicle to roll over that night in Cheyenne and the second to hit that guardrail.   I 
don’t know what sales pitch convinced these states to put that stuff on our roads, but we urgently need to investigate the 
problem.  The MSDS sheet from the freeze guard:  The shield LS has been added to lower the corrosion rate, it does not 
say to eliminate.  From Heavy Duty Trucking, December of 2002:  The worst chemical culprit is liquid magnesium 
chloride.  In the meantime many fleets with only two and three year old equipment spread from New England through the 
Midwest and Rocky Mountain states, are finding themselves with big ticket repair bills.  They refer to all of the Northern 
states as the Rustbelt States.   Heavy Duty Trucking, Corrosive Chemicals, What’s Real And What They’re Putting On 
The Roads, according to the former head of Texas Instruments Electrochemical and Corrosion Laboratory and now a 
consultant with Corrosion Doctors:  Steel will not corrode in deionized water.  Chloride is the most destructive force.  
Chlorides disrupt the protective film that naturally forms on metals.  The chloride ion is a really bad actor.  A three part 
corrosion analysis published by the Technology and Maintenance Council of ATA:   Magnesium chloride, which many 
think is responsible for the added corrosion starting to appear on vehicles and on the highways infrastructure bridge, 
rebar, roadside electrical fixtures.  There are non-corrosive alternatives to chlorides for winter deicing.  An alternative that 
has the support of most corrosion authorities is calcium magnesium acetate, or CMA, according to a technology group for 
the Federal Highway Administration prepared by the Turner, Fairbanks Highway Research Center.  CMA and its partner, 
potassium acetate, or KAC, are deicing chemicals most benign to the environment.  The report notes that not only do the 
chlorides corrode vehicles and bridge structures, but that ground water contamination by chlorides can be harmful to 
people.  That does not go so far as a Canadian report, authored by Professor Harold D. Forrester of the University of 
Victoria.  It suggests that deicing chlorides may be carcinogenic.  Ground water is not only compromised by the 
chlorides, but also by the additives used in an attempt to make the chlorides less corrosive and to prevent caking during 
spreading.  Principal among them is sodium perocyanide, which releases cyanide ions, highly toxic to fish and not overly 
benign towards people.  Truck Point: February, 2002:  Montana Transportation officials have gotten the ire of truckers for 
their decision to use a chemical deicer that’s been linked to damage in trucks.  Use of magnesium chloride as a deicer 
has been linked to damage to trucks.   There have been reports that chemicals seep into aluminum and stainless steel 
pitting and scarring surfaces.  More worrisome is that wiring systems exposed to magnesium chloride have been 
deteriorating at an alarming rate.  Even more alarming is the corrosion damage fleets have seen in structural elements 
and brakes.  Brown continued that according to a Montana hosted website, prepared by Dan Williams, mag chloride 
costs $65 a ton, or 35 cents a gallon and is reimbursed with federal money.  Calcium magnesium chloride, known as 
CMA, costs 4.63 times as much as mag chloride, not 20 times more as Steve Herzog said in a newspaper article.  Maybe 
he’s uninformed on other details, like how corrosive mag chloride is.  Brown advised he is aware of three cases where 
trees have died along roadways where mag chloride has been used:  one along the Big Mountain road; one at the 
entrance to the KOA near West Glacier and one alongside the highway at Evaro Hill near Missoula.  Brown stated he 
personally suspects the fatality of three weeks ago at Berne Park was a result of the use of mag chloride.  Brown also 
suspected the mag chloride as the reason for resurfacing the bridge in Columbia Falls and one on the eastside of 
Kalispell as well as one near Billings that is suppose to be replaced at a cost of a million dollars.  Brown advised that mag 
chloride has been banned in Lewistown, Montana.  In 1999 nearly 2 million gallons of mag chloride was used on state  
highways with substantial increases over the year.  The state’s ultimate goal is to completely eliminate sand and gravel 
which will require several million gallons to be used annually.  Brown questioned whether permits were in place to comply 
with the Clean Water Act to allow this volume of mag chloride to be dumped into the valley’s pristine waters.  Brown 
speculates mag chloride also increases maintenance costs and replacement of equipment costs for all government 
vehicles as well as private vehicles.   Brown noted that the mechanics he has talked to do not invest in the continued use 
of magnesium chloride.  He added that we don’t know the lung or health hazards yet and they may be comparable or 
worse than asbestos or lead paint.  Brown stated in summary, while magnesium chloride is being used to melt ice and 
control dust in the summer, it is corroding all metals, even stainless steel to some degree.   It is rusting brake and 
steering components and destroying wiring to important things like antilock brakes, taillights and clearance lights.  It is 
creating a slurry in the air that makes it look like it is raining mud, which coats your entire vehicle including windshields, 
side windows, headlights, taillights and mirrors, making driving conditions more hazardous for everyone.  The mag 
chloride solution makes it virtually impossible to get your vehicle clean.  It is also attacking concrete and steel in bridges 
making expensive resurfacing or replacement necessary.  Remember Montana has 2100 bridges throughout the state.  It 
also can kill trees and shrubs near areas where it is used.  We don’t really know what the health hazards are, even 
though some say it’s safe at this time, so was asbestos and lead paint for many years.   Who’s to say what effect it has 
on our lakes, rivers or any fresh water for that matter.   I hope all of the road departments have listened to us with an 
open mind and are willing to make some serious changes in policy regarding the use of mag chloride.   Brown presented 
the Commissioners with a can of rusted components and some rotten wires noting that most are from his truck but one 
came from Glen Mathiason’s antilock brakes on his truck. 
 
Wolford advised that he contacted the supplier of the product for the City of Polson and they turned him over to their 
insurance adjuster as he felt his vehicle had been ruined by the use of the magnesium chloride on the streets in Polson.  
Wolford stated he supports another penny a gallon tax on gas to support the highway and the highway patrol.  He stated 
that we do not need magnesium chloride.  He advised that he researched the DNA of magnesium and found that to be 
the second most deadly metal known to man.  It has been used in fertilizer production way back in the early 1900’s and 
DNA has proven it to be a cancer causing agent, including Lou Gehrig’s disease.  Wolford stated he did not want the 
streams and water in Flathead Lake being polluted by the deicer.  He reiterated that it is a cancer causing agent referring 
to golf courses using fertilizer containing magnesium.  He advised of 18 players on a professional football team being 
diagnosed with cancer after playing on a field using fertilizer containing magnesium.  Wolford stated he was scared to 
death of magnesium and noted that man is polluting the earth and killing the earth and ourselves.  He stated that it 
polluted the waters in the east to the point fishing is no longer available.  He believes the depth for water wells in 
Wisconsin has increased to 5000 from 1000 because of the pollution by magnesium chloride and calcium chloride.  
Wolford advised everyone to research on the internet for articles relative to the DNA connection to magnesium.   

 
Crawford advised she obtained 504 signatures on petitions just in the Columbia Falls area requesting the Road 
Department to stop using magnesium chloride as a road deicer.  Crawford also referred to a survey which was sent out 
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and 57 people responded with no support for the use of chemical deicers on the county’s roads.  Crawford noted that in 
obtaining signatures on the petition she heard comments from truckers and mechanics stating that they hate the stuff 
because it’s ruining their trucks and eating up the wiring, eating up the brake parts.  Crawford wanted to address the 
safety issue about the brake parts today.  If the truckers replace them on time, that’s fine, but if there’s a heavily loaded 
semi truck coming through Columbia Falls, Kalispell, or Whitefish and its brakes fail because of corrosion caused by this 
road deicer, how many people are going to get hurt or killed?  Crawford stated she was born and raised in Montana and 
when she was growing up chemical deicers were not utilized.  Snowplows and a little gravel was put down at the 
intersections, but gravel broke the windshields so they tried sand.  The EPA rejected sand because of the dust.  Next the 
Road Departments put salt on the roads but that was corrosive. Now magnesium chloride is being utilized and that is 
also corrosive.  Crawford wrote letters to Governor Martz, The Montana Department of Environmental Quality, The 
Montana Department of Transportation, the local Road Departments, mayors, etc. asking them to stop using magnesium 
chloride as road deicer.  The City Clerk in Whitefish forwarded her letter to the Public Works Department and returned to 
Crawford a brochure put out by the Montana Department of Transportation.  Crawford has been told that the liquid deicer 
has to be stored in plastic tanks with plastic hoses because it corrodes any kind of metal.  Crawford read from the 
brochure:  We know it corrodes aluminum and stainless steel.  It won’t crack your windshield or chip your paint like sand 
does but it may leave a film on your vehicle even though it contains an anticorrosion additive.  Just about any liquid could 
potentially damage metals.  It makes sense to wash the car and wheels when the weather allows but Crawford noted the 
people she spoke with state they can’t wash it off.  They’ve used all kinds of cleaners and it still leaves a film.  Crawford 
cautioned when washing the underside of your vehicle, not to use high pressure hoses in the car washes but rather a 
rotating sprinkler to gently wash it out.  Otherwise, use of the high pressure hoses is going to force it up even further into 
your frame and your vehicle causing it to stay there longer.  She continued reading from the brochure:  Liquid 
magnesium chloride is what makes it work.  It is combined with a corrosion inhibitor.  The people Crawford talked with 
say the corrosion inhibitor does not work.  Crawford owned a 1989 Dodge Ram Charger which was full of holes and a big 
hole in the floor board which she blamed on the magnesium chloride.  Crawford related a story about the North Valley 
Search and Rescue purchasing a jet boat for $25,000.  The jet boat was towed from Lewiston, Idaho to Columbia Falls, a 
total of 350 miles on highways that were sprayed with road deicer.  They washed the boat several times, used all kinds of 
metal cleaners but the road deicer destroyed the finish on the boat and it looks terrible.  There are rust spots along both 
sides.  Crawford also relayed a statement from a local tire shop that said people are buying expensive wheels and one 
year later they are ruined by the deicer.  Crawford then referred to articles appearing in the Daily Inter Lake.  2500 tons of 
magnesium chloride were sprayed on Flathead County roads last year.  Whitefish alone used 100 tons of magnesium 
chloride last year.  The state shop near Whitefish used 138,000 gallons.  Kalispell uses a minimum of 2000 gallons a day 
for each heavy snowfall.  Flathead County used 25,000 gallons last year, and Columbia Falls used 8500 gallons.  
Crawford questioned where the 2500 tons of magnesium chloride sprayed in Flathead County goes when the snow melts 
or it rains?  Crawford believes it is going to end up in rivers and lakes and eventually in drinking water.  Crawford then 
read the health hazard data from the material safety data sheet (MSDS):  magnesium chloride solution.  Health hazard 
data/emergency procedures:  Skin:  may cause irritation.  Eyes:  may cause irritation.  Ingestion:  drink water and consult 
a physician.  Skin:  flush with water.  Eyes:  irrigate with water.  Handling and storage precautions:  avoid contact with 
eyes, skin or clothing and do not take internally.  Hand protection:  rubber gloves, especially during cold weather.   
Crawford advised that a local mechanical shop uses rubber gloves to handle machinery that has come in contact with 
magnesium chloride.  Crawford questioned the dangers from long term danger breathing of the fumes.  Does it cause  
cancer or emphysema or damage the nervous system?  Crawford then advised of a current lawsuit from six local 
mechanics who are suing because of health problems caused by road deicer.  One mechanic’s arms were burned and 
his lungs were damaged to the point that he had trouble breathing.  Crawford relayed that the bridge on Railroad Avenue 
in Columbia Falls is often soaked with road deicer.   A cloud of brown fumes hung above the sprayed area, and when 
she drove through it, her eyes, nose and throat would burn and she would get a sinus headache.  Crawford expressed 
concern for children walking home from school and the chemical deicer being sprayed on the roads and becoming 
airborne.  Another concern for Crawford was the deicer causing a film on the windshield of vehicles and not being able to 
see clearly and the headlights and brake lights being covered with the film and not projecting light appropriately.  
Crawford speculated that when they recently sprayed deicer throughout the town of Columbia Falls when it was 46 
degrees was to use it up to be able to get more for next year.  Crawford expressed disgust in spraying when an inch of 
snow is expected as all residents of Montana should be able to drive on an inch of snow.  Crawford related an incident 
while driving on Highway 2 north of Kalispell past Costco when there was about a foot of new snow, but instead of 
plowing it, the Road Department sprayed it with road deicer turning the dry powder snow into heavy saturated snow and 
a maze of deep ruts that later refroze and the slush turned to smooth ice.  Crawford believes in these conditions instead 
of preventing accidents, road deicer actually causes them.  Crawford also relayed that individuals who signed petitions 
described seeing deer and elk licking the road deicer because it is made out of salt.  Crawford advised of alternatives to 
magnesium chloride:  calcium chloride is supposedly less corrosive but costs four and one-half times as much.   
Minnesota has been experimenting with deicers made from corn and beets but are not as effective and emit a barn like 
smell.   Crawford requested in conclusion that the Road Department should just try to do a better job plowing and if need 
be, put a small amount of gravel on major intersections.  This is Montana and sometimes we will have snow on the 
roads.  People need to learn to slow down and drive carefully.  Crawford asked the Flathead County Commissioners and 
other officials to listen to the 3500 people that signed the petitions and stop using magnesium chloride as road deicers 
and search for a better alternative.  Crawford suggested that an alternative be put on the ballot and ask the people if they 
want the use of deicer on the roads in Flathead County.   

 
Baer stated that he was a professional driver for 18 years and has been driving in Montana for 30 years and he knows 
what it is like to drive on icy roads.  He agreed with the previous speakers noting that the deicer is environmentally 
unsafe, bad for the vehicles and is unnecessary.  Baer reiterated Crawford’s comments to plow the roads, put sand at the 
intersections and require people to slow down and take it easy.  Baer stated he was the Commissioners’ boss as well as 
all the other people in the audience and they have all come together today to say they don’t want the deicer on the roads.  
Baer believes this is a waste of taxpayer money to be using the deicer.   
 
Darlene Jump-Rauthe spoke on behalf of John Jump Trucking who has 12 trucks plus various other vehicles on the road 
in this area of the State and other areas.  Jump-Rauthe expressed concern about the effects of magnesium chloride used 
on the roads as a deicer.  The most frequent damage caused by magnesium chloride goes to the wiring, which in the end 
affects the total vehicle.  An employee of the trucking company noted the following problems with the vehicles that come 
in contact with the deicer:  Engines that have computer controls are affected when the wiring is corroded.  The corrosion 
occasionally causes the engines to shut down along with other things.  This could cause a multitude of cause and effect 
accidents such as the electrical systems that are affected when electrical plugs and connectors are corroded.  Pig tails 
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on trailer cords for lights and scales are affected.  Corrosion of parking brake air cans which could cause failures and 
accidents.  There is pitting in the middle of the frame rails of the trucks.   It causes poor vision when splashed on 
windshields and headlights and reduces the visibility of taillights to people behind them.  The paint finish on vehicles is 
caused to deteriorate.  It is very harmful to the mechanic’s hands also.  Her employee’s hands were covered with sores.    
At a certain temperature, this deicer refreezes causing it to accumulate on the lower parts of the vehicle, including 
anything that is attached, hangs or is part of the vehicle, and has the potential to cause accidents.  Jump-Rauthe noted 
their shop has its own wash rack and the trucks are washed regularly, however it is not enough to stop the corrosion 
caused by the mag chloride.  A member of her management team who in the past has sold mag chloride concerned that 
the product is not being used according to the manufacturer’s recommendations as he believes if it were it would not 
cause the high degree of corrosion that is being shown.  Jump-Rauthe also believes the deicers give drivers a false 
sense of security.  Jump-Rauthe also expressed concern for the aquifer from use of the deicer. 
 
Talley advised that he was a skeptic and very suspicious of claims made by people especially politicians, elected officials 
but most of all people who make things, and manufacturers.  Talley then referred to various drugs that were prescribed 
for various ailments that later caused serious health concerns.  Talley confirmed the representatives from the companies 
would be giving presentations this morning adding he would be very skeptical of anything they said.   
 
Lewis advised he has lived here for the past 30 years but grew up on a farm in Ohio.  He stated they used chemicals on 
the farm which now has revealed was damaging to the environment and animals.  He advised wells in Ohio are being 
condemned now because of the use of calcium chloride.  Lewis stated he could not afford to buy a new car every couple 
of years and the deicer is ruining vehicles.  Lewis expressed a desire to return the ways of 30 years ago when the roads 
were treated with a little sand or gravel.  Lewis also expressed concern for the deicer creating a salt lick on the roads for 
game animals resulting in deer-car collisions.  Lewis begged the Commissioners to stop use of the deicer.   
 
Snow presented a picture of a vehicle from Indiana or Illinois with damage from deicers.  He related a story of an auto 
parts business in New York City having a 55 gallon drum full of rocker plates to replace that part of vehicle doors that rust 
out so quickly from deicers.   

 
Bailey noted that the residents of Flathead County voted down the use of fluoride in the water.  He then requested the 
County Commissioners to not put the matter to a vote but to take a stand against the use of the deicer.   
 
Allen stated that there were three truckers in her family.  Her husband used to pay $50.00 for a truck wash but now it is 
up to $70.00 and the deicer cannot be washed off.  Allen stated they moved here from Vermont and noticed that cars in 
Montana were not rusted out like they were in Vermont.  Allen stated she worked in a place that had MSDS that were 
less threatening chemicals and effects than those shown on the magnesium chloride.  She concluded that she has not 
been able to find any MSDS on sand.   

 
Relyea was from the Flathead Lake Biological Station.  Relyea addressed the issue of magnesium chloride and the other 
constituents in the deicers.  One is up to 2500 parts per million total phosphorus.  The deicers are applied quite 
frequently to bridges which span waterways.   The phosphorus goes directly into the river system and therefore directly to 
the lake.  The chloride ion inhibits plant growth along these waterways that have roads next to them.  This increases 
erosion by the stream and by the lakeshore along these areas.  The City of Kalispell does not have a storm water 
drainage system for treatment.  When a deicer is used in the City of Kalispell, after a snow melt or rain event, it drains 
directly into the water courses.  Hopefully in the future we’ll have a wetland constructed to accommodate these flows.  
We have had to use salt marsh plants in these wet lands due to the use of deicers.   

 
Snow requested that the producers of deicer discuss at what temperature magnesium chloride is effective versus salt 
versus sand or nothing.  In other words magnesium chloride lowers the melting temperature but what does that actually 
mean for safety of driving?    

 
Pearson owner of Pearson Truck Parts and a diesel shop wanted to approach the subject from a mechanical standpoint 
and a safety standpoint.  All the brake valves in a truck and a trailer are made of poor aluminum.  It does the job but it 
does not resist corrosive action.  The base of the spring brake air cans is aluminum and the deicer rots the valves out.  
The valve body cannot take the air pressure when applied because of the corrosive action.  It is going to explode and 
lose all of the air and consequently not have any brakes.  The deicer is detrimental to the wiring system.  Computer 
engines are shutting down.  The computer is not registering a problem but when looked at manually evidence of the 
deicer eating through the center core of the wire is seen.   
 
Nelson stated he was born and raised in Flathead Valley.  He questioned how much deicer would be required if it starts 
snowing like it used to years ago.  Nelson expressed concern for the deicer being wet and then freezing.   

 
Crawford stated his shop truck was half destroyed from deicer last fall.  He put the vehicle in his shop unwashed.  In two 
months the deicer destroyed the rotors.  The exhaust system was new almost a year ago and that was corroded. 
Crawford stated he purchased a house made in Idaho.  He expressed concern relative to the health hazards he has been 
exposed to because when the house was trucked between Idaho and here, the frame of the house was saturated with 
deicer and it is gradually still eating the trailer house away.  He suggested everyone get together to file a class action 
lawsuit adding that the deicer should be outlawed in the whole State of Montana.   
 
Fischer advised when he was on the water board in Evergreen and they were installing their water system, one of the 
tests they conducted was to determine a seepage time line to Flathead Lake.  They anticipated it would take anywhere 
from 15 to 30 days for the chemicals to reach Flathead Lake.  The tests revealed it took seven days.  Fischer speculated 
it could take as little as seven days for the magnesium chloride used to deice the roads to end up in Flathead Lake.   

 
Wolford stated he spoke with the County Commissioner in Lake County and they are not using magnesium chloride or 
calcium chloride as they are aware of the dangers.   
 
Williams stated he was in the Maintenance Division of the Montana Department of Transportation and a native 
Montanan.  He acknowledged that this was a sensitive issue and a tough situation.  Williams was not denying nor would 
anyone from the Department of Transportation or any of the manufacturers deny that the product is corrosive.  Absolutely 
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there is corrosion associated with mag chloride and sodium chloride, calcium chloride, potassium chloride.  There is 
association with corrosion of non-chlorides as well.  It is not the same for all metals, however.  Williams reviewed the 
history of the DOT providing winter maintenance:  In 1940 plowing and sanding was utilized.  In fact people would stand 
in the backs of trucks with shovels to spread out the abrasives.  Times have changed.  In the 1970s federal laws were 
passed, Clean Air, Clean Water, Endangered Species, and those are coming home to roost right now.  You are close 
enough to Highway 2 you see people coming from the Great Lakes area headed for Seattle.  The white coating on the 
side of the car is salt and Montanans have said they don’t want that.  Salt isn’t necessarily cheap.  Up here it is around 
$60.00 a ton to get it to this neck of the woods.  Sand is cheaper or gravel or whatever you might want to call abrasives.  
We can purchase it for I think $12.00 a ton up here or a yard depending on the source.  We spent last year $13 million 
providing winter maintenance in Montana.  We plowed three and one-quarter million miles.  We applied three million 
gallons of mag chloride on the roadways.  That is $13 million for labor, equipment and materials; the largest amount 
going to labor.  We applied abrasives, 345,000 cubic yards of material.  To make that a little closer to home that is one 
billion pounds of sand we put on the road.  It is a big business.  We have 4,600 pieces of equipment in our maintenance 
and construction fleet.  We have about 600 snow plows state wide.  If we have a snow storm state wide that covers all of 
our roads and we plow it one time, we will plow close to 50,000 miles in that storm and our customers expect us to do 
that in a day – 12 hours.  That is two times around the earth.  We can’t put all of our troops in the field at one time 
because we have to work after others get tired so we have to stage our equipment and stage or people.  Safety is a 
concern of everyone.  Jim Richman in the Equipment Bureau monitors all of the equipment.  Our oldest plow trucks right 
now are 1988 tandem axel plow trucks.  We have yet to trade one in.  They are 15 years old.  They have 300,000 miles 
on those trucks.  Not much in regard to the industry or over the road hauling.  Nonetheless, we are racking up a lot of 
miles.  You think of the last 10 years, we don’t always do three million miles a year, but we’ve done a good honest two.    
That’s 20 million miles we’ve put on the road and driving with sodium chloride in our sand and mag chlorides.  Montana 
made a conscious decision not to use salt.  But we store our abrasives outside.  We crush and store our stock piles.  We 
have close to 400 stock piles statewide and they’ll turn into the Rock of Gibraltar if we don’t put something in it to keep it 
open or available.  We mix 2-3% by weight salt in those stockpiles.   But out of that we still get chunks and hunks coming 
out.  We want our sand to be 3/8th minus to try to prevent breaking windshields and yet when we put it in the stock piles 
outside, if we can get it out of an opening this big, we’re dealing with softball size material sometimes, so increasing the 
salt in there is better for us.  It flows better.  It breaks fewer windshields.  Our salt content has gone up from 5 to about 
7%, depending on where you are in the state.  So we’re using quite a bit of salt as well.  Our equipment person is seeing 
damages such as rust jacking to brakes or components failing.  We don’t have any safety failures to our plow trucks.  We 
wash our trucks frequently.  We do what we call a PM2 at 20,000 miles.  We pull the wheels on the vehicle and we look 
at it.  You guys don’t have that luxury sometimes either with the ability that we have to maintain our vehicles.  There is 
also a concern over school bus safety?  Treasure State Transit has 80 school buses.  They also go back into the mid 
‘80s with their buses and they have upwards of 300,000 miles on some of their older buses and they buy used buses  
from the east as well.  The representative from Treasure State Transit stated he thought he had concern over corrosion 
until he saw the buses coming from the east that they buy used.  They revealed the result of exposure to salt and calcium 
chloride, and MDOT is using salt and magnesium chloride.  Corrosion is an issue, and it’s a serious one.  The Colorado 
trucking industry worked with the Colorado Department of Transportation who then contracted with the University of 
Colorado to do the corrosion studies that were referenced.  They looked at three different corrosion methods.  The one 
that we use to monitor or to measure is a realistic one.  We can accomplish it in 72 hours.  I think the chemical 
manufacturers would willingly say it’s one of the toughest ones in North America to pass.  We had to start using salt.   We 
drew the line here that said whatever liquid product we use, will be 70% less corrosive than salt is on steel.   Steel is not 
the only product that we use in vehicles, but it’s a place to start and all vehicles had steel in them.  So that’s the line we 
drew and some of these manufacturers are here to tell you, no one could pass those specifications for the first two years, 
and now they’re able to do so.    
 
Relative to Clean Air, PM10 non-attainment.  Kalispell is a PM10 non-attainment community as well as Libby, Whitefish, 
Columbia Falls, Kalispell, Thompson Falls, Polson and Ronan.  Pablo is not non-attainable.  It is what is called high-risk.  
But it needs to be treated as non-attainment to prevent it from becoming non-attainment.   Non-attainment is not just an 
issue of funding availability.  Clean Air is about youth, it’s about senior citizens, it’s about asthmatics, and it is about 
particulate material of 10 microns or smaller.  That is the small dust and when you inhale it, you can’t cough it back up.  It 
is something that is very critical.   I was looking at the dust behind me when I drove up on Highway 83.  The sanding 
material, the abrasives we put down are directly related to dust on the roads because it gets crushed under tires, the 
moisture goes away and convection from vehicles and winds makes it airborne.  When we exceed those limits, we 
exceed not only air quality as a number but health for individuals.  We have a responsibility in that regard.  The EPA and 
DEQ monitor that number and make us compliant.   The other ramifications from non-attainment are not only to human 
life, but it’s also to the community.  New industry can’t move into town and start new business and employ people unless 
they can prove that they’re not going to exacerbate the poor air quality.  That is an issue as well.  Federal highways won’t 
build a road through here until we can prove that we won’t exacerbate the air quality again.  We have to take measures 
to do that, so we limit the versatility that way.  There are fifteen communities in the State of Montana that are now in that 
status.   
 
Water quality now comes down the pike.  TMDL, Total Maximum Daily Load is the issue with water quality.  Sediment 
loading is too high in streams and they become a status of cal impaired streams.  What that basically means is they don’t 
have the quality that they once did.  The contributors to the impairment have to come up with a plan to reduce the 
sediment that they’re contributing to the stream.  Again, the major one here for us is when roads are established from old 
trails that then became expanded and they’re typically following the riverways, so when we look at mountain passes that 
often have streams nearby, we’re putting abrasives out to try and keep people on the road.  Middle Fork and the North 
Fork of the Flathead River,  the Yak River, the Bobtail Creek, Grave Creek, Mud Creek, Terrault Creek, Stillwater River, 
Tobacco River, Whitefish Lake, Fisher River, Lower Clark Fork River, and the Kootenai River are an example of the 
rivers in this area that are impaired.   MDT is named as contributors to sediment in all of those rivers and we need to 
come up with plans for what we’re going to do to reduce the abrasives we’re going to put in those streams.    
 
One of the things we probably don’t have time to talk about here is the Endangered Species Laws.  That deals with not 
only fish but plants.  You are all probably aware of the bull trout issue and the impacts to MDT in providing transportation 
to western Montana is yet really to be determined.  But we can’t do anything that would interfere with the reproduction 
and the life of that fish.   When we start down this road, we have to look at what are our options.  If we were to scrape 
aside all of our personal issues, whether we’re hauling a log or a cabbage, or whether we’re hauling kids in a school bus, 
whatever the issue may be, nobody wants anyone to be killed or injured in an automobile accident.  I think that kind of 
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came home to roost about three weeks ago with the Driver’s Ed students and the teacher that were killed in a head-on 
collision with a truck.  Neither the truck driver nor the families affected will ever be the same again.  Human life and 
safety, whether it be respiratory or accidents have to be first and foremost.  I think that’s a platform that we can all stand 
on and share.  How do we provide transportation to get product to market, people to where they need to go, emergency 
services to fires and accidents or recreation?  How do we provide that without damaging the environment?  How do we 
do it cost effectively?  How do we do it to address most of the questions?  When we look at MDT’s mission statement, it 
is trying to take care of our infrastructure, all of our investment in infrastructure, highways, providing a safe roadway, 
environmentally sensitive and cost effective.  It’s a tough deal.  It truly is.   When we started down this path realizing that 
we were going to have to find alternatives, we were subject to vendors coming by our office and bringing a brochure and 
saying, here’s the product you need to try.  It is as fresh as spring water, or it’s less damaging than.  It is new country for 
us.  We have never been in brine chemistry, nor are we very good at it yet.  So we contract out our testing and quality 
control.  I can tell you, from an environmental point of view, these are the metals we test for:  phosphorus, cyanide, 
arsenic, copper, lead, mercury, cadmium, chromium, barium, selenium and zinc.   We have maximum parts per million 
established for these metals.  These are what are called tcook metals.  This comes from the EPA Gold Book, the 
groundwater standards.  What it assumes though is that you should not drink this product.  It is not for consumption.   It 
does mean that this product will have no more than these metals in here and when it leaves the roadway it will be diluted 
one hundred times before it enters the environment.   When Colorado DOT did their research they indicated more like a 
five hundred times dilution rate.  These manufacturers would readily like to see us go to a 500 to 1 dilution rate because 
that would allow a heck of a lot more arsenic, copper, lead etc. to be in the product.  We are saying no.  British Columbia, 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana all banded together to say, none of us will buy a product unless it meets these 
specifications.  None of us are going to buy a product unless it’s 70% less corrosive than salt on steel, as well as other 
issues of sedimentation and storage and etc.  We all share the Columbia River Drainage.  That is what allowed us to 
qualify.  I would dearly love to have the Colorado DOT as part of our group because they’re very active.  When I told you 
3 million gallons, Colorado uses 12 million gallons.  Denver had what’s called the brown cloud.  You’ve had brown cloud 
here.  That’s air particulate, that’s PM10, it’s CO2, it’s a variety of things suspended in the air.  They had to clean up their 
act and they have.   They use upwards to fifty percent mixture of salt to their sand and they use copious amounts of mag 
chloride.   After going through this research with the Colorado DOT and the University of Colorado, they came back and 
said, we’re doing the best we can with the product, and right now they’re using the very same product that you’re using 
right here.  There are no silver bullets.  There are no perfect products out there.   The number that Stephen quoted what I 
said of the 4 to 1, or 4 times the cost with CMA, that’s true.  If we buy the dry product, have it shipped to Montana to our 
locations, then we develop or buy regenerative processes to where then we find the quality water, we mix it with the  
CMA, then we put it into storage tanks.  That is going to require us to take people away from what we’re doing, plowing 
roads or maintaining roads into now making chemical.   We’re also going to have to have storage facilities for every 
location when we get the dry product, CMA.  That product is now a heck of a lot more than four times the price or $1.60 a 
gallon.  It is a little closer to $2.50 or $3.00 a gallon.  Potassium acetate, KAC, that product sounds really good.  There is 
some corrosion associated with the potassium acetate.  But it’s more like $4.30, when you look at the environmental 
aspect.  Whenever you lose a non-chloride into the water, it has what is called BOD, Biologic Oxygen Demand.  When 
that product dissolves and goes away, it consumes oxygen.  There’s a chemical and a biological oxygen demand in that 
process.  When you look at organic compounds to reduce corrosion or go to an acetate, these are also concepts to 
consider.  That is where we come up with our 100 to 1 dilution, with a direct scuffer analysis.  The MSDS sheet from 
Peters is for a dry concentrate product.  That’s not the product that we’re using.  This is the MSDS for the actual product 
being used here.  Section 4, Fire and Explosive Hazard data placards that go onto either vessels or locations, wherever 
anything is stored, they’re color coded and they have numbers on them.  The higher the number the highest being 4, 
means that it has a very severe issue, the lowest being 0, it’s broken into health flammability reactivity.   There is 
reactivity, 0, flammability 0, health with a color code of blue is a 1, which relates to slight when you come back to the 
health hazard data.  These are things that weren’t read off.   Health hazards NA, meaning not applicable, carcinogenicity, 
cancer causing, NA, not applicable, signs and symptoms of exposure, you’re exactly correct, large doses if you drink it, 
gastrointestinal discomfort, skin, may cause irritation.  Eyes:  may cause irritation.  Control measures, respiratory 
protection, NA, not applicable.  Ventilation, NA, not applicable.  Other protective clothing or equipment, NA, not 
applicable.   Work hygiene practices, NA, not applicable.  I talked with our Human Resources office where we keep all of 
the records for employees.  Our employees have been working with this product more closely than anyone in this room, 
except for some of the distributors.  I asked them, have we had any claims from either OSHA or otherwise from our 
employees from handling and being around this product?  We have had two.  One was three years ago and one was four 
years ago.  One person got it in their eyes, and it’s a salt brine and it irritated their eyes.  It wasn’t a permanent injury and 
it was flushed and then went away but he indicated that it happened.  Another one was hands.  I think anyone of the 
people in here that handles this product a lot you get an irritation or a roughness or redness on your hand.  I also 
commercial fished in my youth and I got saltwater sores you wouldn’t believe from not letting it dry out or getting a 
chance to clean it off.  Chlorides have an interesting inhalation aspect.  Some distributors obtain magnesium chloride 
from the ocean and also sodium chloride as well as other combined chemicals.  When the surf is busting on Cannon 
Beach and the wind is coming off the shore, you have to be inhaling a lot more chlorides than we could ever do putting it 
on the roadways.  When we put a 35 gallon or a 30 gallon application right on the roadway, and I think that’s a pretty high 
rate for this area, that’s a half an ounce a square yard per lane mile.  That is not a lot.  But when it does become 
atomized, it does become mixed with water and splashed up kicked onto windshields.  Be sure to keep your windshield 
washers full.  I got a ’96 Chevy. I bought it brand new.  It was my first and only new vehicle and I got the Silverado.  I also 
got the aluminum wheels.  The factory aluminum wheels to date are not showing any damage from magnesium chloride.  
They are clear coated wheels. If I buy after market wheels, they’re not going to be clear coated and they will show 
corrosion.  They will look like brown freckling all over.  I’m not denying that.  The Department of Administrations Tort 
Claims, they handle claims against, in this case, the state for whatever damage.  We spent several days together and 
they went through our testing, our research, and our specifications, how we use it, when we use it.  In order for tort 
claims to pay a claim, they have to prove negligence.   At this point, it appears as though the people, the states and the 
province in BC, have set the highest bar of any state DOT in the country or province in Canada.  We are requiring 
chemical manufacturers to jump through hoops that nobody else has been required to do.   When you talk about the rust 
belt, it’s not just because Detroit makes cars or has steel mills, it’s because they put a lot of salt on the highways.  I would 
recommend hand and eye protection, rubber gloves, especially during cold weather, eye protection, safety glasses, 
because this stuff stays liquid when it’s really cold out.  We don’t perceive a danger from it, but if you get it in your eyes, it 
is going to act like something very hot or a burn.  We want our people as well as other folks to be cautious of it.  The idea 
of it happening in a vehicle or down the road or as it’s diluted it’s going to be acting more and more like water.   It is 
nothing more than ethylene glycol, except that is poison.  In a radiator, when we put pure ethylene glycol in the radiator, it 
will freeze at zero degrees or something like that?  When we add water to it, it achieves what is called a utective 
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temperature.  It will go down to thirty or forty below zero before it freezes.  But if you have a hole in that radiator and you 
keep adding water to it instead of antifreeze, it starts reapproaching water again so it then starts climbing up to where it 
will freeze again at warmer temperatures.  That’s exactly how magnesium chloride or any liquid chemical works on the 
roadway.  If we apply it at 30%, its best performance is at 22%, which goes to 28 below.    
 
A question from the audience was:  How much you have to put on to achieve that and how much it compares with 
sodium chloride?  Williams responded that it is a factor of diluting the product that we get has to go through a freezer a 
liter of it has to stay in the freezer for a week at zero degrees Fahrenheit and it has to pour through a 10 mesh screen 
and no more than 1% soluble solids.  It has to be a clean product of sulfates and any other settlables.  We stop using the 
product if it is too cold for them to use economically.  They will use another product.  They may go to a solid or washed 
sand or combination thereof to achieve that.    So there’s three terms to keep in mind here, anti-icing, pre-wetting and 
deicing.  Anti-icing simply says we’re trying to prevent ice from building or snow pack from building.    Pre-wetting means 
that we’re using the liquid to wet aggregate or abrasives we are putting on the roadway to make it stick better.   This 
morning if you had put your tongue on the monkey bars on the playground, it would’ve stuck.  That’s the same principle 
as wetting abrasives to make them stick to the icepack.  Deicing is the aspect of using a chemical to remove snow pack 
or ice.   Deicing uses about five times the quantity of anti-icing.  The question why in the world would they put anything 
down on a forecast, when you look at the practical aspect of it, anti-icing has to be put down before a snow pack occurs.  
We hire a forecast company.   

 
Commissioner Hall asked that questions now be directed to the chemists or to Mr. Williams.   
 

Williams advised that he would be available to anyone by phone at any time and presented business cards for 
distribution.  Questions were then received from the audience.   

 
How can you put something on that roadway that damages my vehicle?  I’ve got a $30,000 vehicle and it damages my 
vehicle, you know it damages it, and you still put it on there.  That would be no different than me going to your house, 
taking a big beater and beating on your vehicle.  How can you do that?   It doesn’t seem right to me, we both 
acknowledge that it damages my vehicle.  I don’t believe that either.  I have a ’79 Chevy pickup at home, I’d love to have  
you come take a look at.  We never had this before.  I was born and raised in Montana and we used to spot the vehicles 
from Seattle.  We’d spot them coming in.  Now you put this crap on and everything’s rusted.  I’ve got a $30,000 vehicle.  
Who’s paying for it?  I am, and you’re talking about a few pennies per pound there.  I’ve got $30,000 in that pickup.   
Williams acknowledged that was a good question.  Montana has not had a detailed safety research project.  Colorado, 
Idaho and Washington have.  They all quote a reduction of 70-80% in accident frequency from having more bare roads.  
By having some mag chloride on the road, you’re going to assuredly see more corrosion, but by having a bare road, 
you’re probably not going to take out forty feet of guardrail with your outfit.    

 
That is their opinion.  It is nothing proven.  You have never proven a thing.  Williams responded that if you are willing to 
have your researchers go and look at those reports you will see fewer accidents by 80% in those areas.   
 
Inaudible question.  Williams responded that statistics don’t lie.  It is statisticians that do.  We did the same thing between 
us when reviewing MSDS.  Someone else could read another one which would be different.  Whenever we take a dirt 
road or a road that’s full of potholes and we pave it or make it better, speeds go up.   We drive faster because we have 
more bare roads.  Williams cautioned that just because there is no ice on the road or snow pack, and the road looks wet 
or is wet, slow down.  There is far less traction or friction on a wet road than there is on a dry road.    And we have paid 
quite a bit of money to have a slipperiness test done and all products that we use go through a process to determine the 
friction coefficient.  Williams could not attest to accident frequency.    

 
A while ago you said there’s no silver bullet.  That statement seems to assume that there has to be a bullet at all, 
whatever the composition.  What harm would there be in having no magnesium chloride, no calcium, no sand, nothing?  
Just have it natural and people drive carefully.  Williams responded that truckers get paid primarily by ton or pound or 
delivery of product.  You are going to be going slower, quite a bit slower.  If I were to require my wife to chain up today, 
then she is going to say there has to be something done to provide other options.  Every two years we pay the University 
of Montana - Billings, Joe Floyd, Ph.D. Professor of Sociology, to do a telephone survey.  Not to just people who came to 
this one with a problem, but this is to all Montanans.  The survey says the first thing Montanans want is winter 
maintenance.  That is the first or the highest priority we should be doing.  The second question the survey asks is how 
well are we doing that?  Williams displayed a copy of the survey and advised that it is available to anybody.  He noted 
that they compare 2000 to 2002 and noted that the DOT has gained considerably.  People are pretty tickled with safety 
generally speaking.  Williams described his 32 year old daughter with five kids and her priority:  Getting her kids safely to 
school, to the sitter, and to home and to the grocery stores.  She wants a heater that works, she wants seat belts for the 
kids and she wants that car to start and stop, that’s about it.     

 
You mentioned dust coming off roads and dust particulate in our rivers.  Did you mention that to dissuade us from 
wanting to use just strictly sand and gravel?   

 
Williams responded that there needs to be a reduction of the quantity that is put into streams.   

 
What about the two roads you mentioned, the North Fork is solid dust.  You can’t even pass a car and east of the 
reservoir and west of the reservoir, you can’t even pass a car without holding your breath for 200 yards. That’s definite 
dust.  Now you’re saying we can’t have dust and we got it, we got dirt roads. 

 
Williams responded that was true.  You are talking about dust suspended and then dirt entering the creeks.  
Sedimentation and air quality you have both of those here.  There are just not enough people to put up an air monitoring 
station.  We have to find alternatives to it.  I have given each of the Commissioners packets and feel free to copy or use 
those resources.  There are some websites in here as well.  One is called the Pacific Northwest Snow Fighters and you 
can go down to the Levelton Report.  This is an engineering company in British Columbia hired by the insurance 
corporation of British Columbia.  If we use too much of it, it’s harmful to the environment, to fish, to vegetation.  If we tip 
over a milk truck in the creek, we’re going to kill fish.    
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In Montana, most of the people who die are in one-vehicle accidents and driving too fast and driving drunk.  They are not 
driving in a safe manner.  It is not the fault of the road.  If you go out any day on Highway 2, it can be glare ice, you can 
be going 40-45 mph and people will be passing you going 60, 70, 80 mph whether it’s glare ice or bare road.  I’m a safe 
driver.  They are unsafe drivers.  I think the bottom line that we’re getting at here is most of the people in this room, most 
of the people in the valley, do not want this stuff on the roads.  They just want you to go out there and plow the road and 
we can get ourselves from point A to point B.  We can do it safely.  We can do it without anything being put on the road.  
We just want you to get out there and plow.  It is going to save you money.  It is going to save us money.  We are the 
ones that are paying the bill and I would just have to ask, why would you not do what the people in the State of Montana 
want and what is best for the state? 

 
Williams responded:  You talk about a lawsuit action or class action suit.  You don’t get anything to plow.  You get black 
ice and everyone in here is familiar with black ice.  There is nothing to plow.  If we know and have the ability to go out 
and remove that black ice, not just treat the symptom with some sanding material, on a corner or on a bridge, we have 
the ability to go and remove it, and we choose not to and there are accidents and we choose not to do it because these 
people in this room said we’re willing to not have any traction aid and someone is injured and there is an accident, if we 
know better, could we have treated that? Could we have removed that?  Could we have potentially prevented that 
accident?  Yes, we could.  That is one of the things that chemicals do at about 28 degrees.  Black ice, very thin black ice, 
a 25 gallon application of mag chloride, it’s gone in a heartbeat.  

 
But how often do we have that black ice? 

 
Williams responded that he could not answer that.   

 
When I’m driving along the highway and I see black ice and I see one car in the ditch, I slow down. 
 
Williams speculated that this particular group of people in this room are primarily professional drivers.  I plowed snow for 
many years and I can handle a truck pretty dog gone well.  I’ve got a four wheel drive.  I hunt.  I get in the back country 
and I’m in pretty good shape.  I don’t represent all of my family either.  If you were to stop the cars, the average cars on 
the roadway, let’s say between a high school and a neighborhood, what do you suppose that vehicle would have? How 
much gas is in the car?  What are the condition of the tires?  Do they have anything in the trunk to help them out if they 
get stuck?   How long have they been driving?  Do they deserve a lesser level of service because they ought to know 
better?  From a DOT standpoint, we’re responsible to all of the taxpayers in the state as well as the interstate commerce.  
Coming and going through Montana and we have to do that as best we can.  And that’s what we’re trying to do.  I would 
but I know there are some other opinions.  We tried organic materials but there was too much zinc and copper 
specifically in the production of the corn byproduct and that ended up in litigation.   

 
I think really you’re missing the point.  The vast majority of the people here and the 3500 signatures that we gathered in 
one week say that the people in Flathead County just don’t want the road deicer.  We are willing to see what happens 
without using it. 

 
Williams advised that two years ago the City of Lewiston banned the use of mag chloride on city streets.  The city 
manager now states that wasn’t a good decision as they have had a loss in safety and they perceive their economics 
their cost has gone up $30,000.00.  They have more snow pack and the like.  I thought that was a pretty interesting and 
timely determination.  The DOT is constantly meeting to train our people and we do it rather frequently.  We have 
computer equipment for distribution of products.  We are constantly asking that the chemical vendors improve the 
product and we are constantly raising the bar.  We don’t have to buy the cheapest product anymore.  State government 
used to be and still does in most things, has to go with the cheapest product.  With this product, we have a value added.  
If you want to sell me something that is less corrosive and if we have a graduated chart in corrosion, we’ll take money 
away from your bid price then to make it more viable and economical.   We don’t buy necessarily the cheapest product.  
We can make salt brine here at 3 to 5¢ a gallon.  What I’m telling you is that we can’t go back to the days of just sand.  It 
is going to take the Highway Commission or Legislature to do that.   

 
Winters here are nothing like they used to be.  I see your snow plows out like yesterday just plowing and spreading that 
stuff and there’s nothing on the roads.  What are the employees doing in the winter now compared to when we had 
winters with lots of snow?   

 
Williams acknowledged that was a very good point.  There are two relationships here that are very close together.  The 
Fire Department and the snow plow.  Do we know when the next fire’s going to happen?  We want the fire truck to be 
there very quickly when it happens because it’s an unforeseen, unprogrammed catastrophe that kills people and destroys 
property.  The same analogy is true for managing winter storms and storm events when freeways turn to glare ice, when 
there are multi-car stack ups, when someone slides off the road, that sort of thing, we need to have people that are 
available.  We need to have quality equipment and materials to deal with the problem on a moments notice.  When they 
are not plowing snow, they are taking care of signs, they’re doing a myriad of other things.   
 
Williams advised that they have just done a press release.  I think our Director hears you loud and clear and said we’re 
doing what we call just in time anti-icing.  We’re going to take that forecast and say heads up boys and gals, get ready, 
do you have product?  Is the truck available?  Do you know who’s next on call out?  But don’t apply until the storm comes 
so that we’re there applying the product for a real event that does happen.  That’s our intent, but it’s going to take a little 
time.  We do have a lot of people across the state.  Williams assured everyone that they all had a lot in common.  He was 
a taxpayer too and he had the same concerns.  Williams noted that Peter Snow who wrote the article about burning 
concrete is making concrete blocks in California because he got fired because his information was erroneous.  We 
looked at all our infrastructure, our concrete roadways.  Highway 93 and US 2, that has gotten direct liquid mag and salt 
on that surface for the second winter, so it’s relatively green concrete and it was open to traffic and getting mag chloride 
two to three weeks later.  There is no scaling.  The solution to concrete damage is barren concrete, barren trainment, 
water cement ratios, finishing techniques, and that is what the Concrete Association of Montana, the Montana 
Contractor’s Association require.  We now require certified finishers, otherwise they don’t touch any DOT concrete.    

 
Williams introduced Loren Frazier the District Administrator, the person who’s ultimately making decisions for this area.   
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Fraizer stated he was the District Administrator for the Department of Transportation and was based out of Missoula.  My 
job as District Administrator is to try and keep the safest roads possible and to keep our commerce going at the lowest 
cost.  I took this job three years ago.  The job is very challenging trying to keep those roads open so you can get your 
products to market and to get there safely and to maintenance highways in the cheapest method possible.  I know that 
we’ve been putting a lot of effort into accomplishing those goals.  Dan is working in our Helena office and he’s been 
trying a lot of different techniques, different materials and different equipment.  When I took this job, Governor Racicot 
gave me a directive to find the best, most economical way to serve the people of Montana.  The Martz Administration has 
echoed that very loud and we’re trying.  I’m really glad I was here.  I heard a lot of things about deicers today.   

 
What do we do now?  We don’t like this stuff.  What do we do?  Where do we go from here? 

 
Williams responded with where they are going with the trucking industry right now.  The MHTA, Multistate Highway 
Transportation Agreement, comprised of ten western states, is a very political group.  They intend to streamline 
commerce between states.  The issue of trucking corrosion came to their attention.  They asked for a representative from 
The DOT address the safety issues.  They put together as their group, what they call resolution 8.  What that means is 
that MHTA, western states, wants to work with Pacific Northwest Snow Fighters to find resolution to this and there is 
money set aside to do so.   What I’m proposing for us to do is to go to other similar environments and ask them which of 
these chemicals we use is the least damaging.  I want to go to one trucking company, whether it be UPS, Fed Ex or  
Bob’s Trucking that is in Canada and in the United States and that they cycle their equipment the same, they specify all 
the equipment the same, they have the same maintenance schedules and records and I don’t care if they don’t wash 
their vehicles at all or if they wash them every day, as long as they do it consistently in the places we go.  And if we’re 
using a product that is more damaging than another product, then we should be looking at that other product to substitute  
it.   But I don’t see the time, at least realistically that we can do it without chemicals given our federal laws we must 
adhere to. 

 
Why can’t we back to like we were 50 years ago.  Slow down and just plow the roads.   

 
Commissioner Gipe advised that they would like to get together with the three cities and discuss how to proceed with 
them and to keep working with the Department of Transportation.  He assured all that it was not an insurmountable 
problem.  He acknowledged that there is a problem but they were willing to address the issue.  He stated he would 
respond as soon as possible.   

 
Commissioner Hall advised that they had been educated.  He acknowledged the state and county were using the product 
but was encouraged by what the DOT was planning.  He stated he would look at limiting the amount the county is 
currently applying.   

 
At 5:00 P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on February 25, 2003. 
 

************************* 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2003 
 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and 
Hall, and Clerk Robinson were present.   
 
MEETING W/DAN JOHNS RE: UNION NEGOTIATIONS 
 
Present at the February 25, 2003 9:00 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioner Hall, Dan Johns, Human Resource 
Director Raeann Campbell, Road and Bridge Superintendent Charlie Johnson, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Johns provided the Commissioners with a copy of a letter and attached spreadsheet (deferred salary savings to the county) sent 
to John Owens, union representative.  Operators proposed that 10¢ per hour deferred go into the pension fund plus the COLA 
increases for a three year contract retroactive to August.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to authorize Dan Johns to settle with the Road Department for COLA retroactive to 
August together with a 10¢ deferred to the pension fund for this year, 10¢ next year and 6¢ next year for a three year 
contract.  Chairman Watne seconded the motion.  Aye – Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
Johns then discussed the refuse negotiations.  Johns would attempt to settle for a multi-year contract retro to August 
with the COLA increase.   
 

After a review of the tapes of the meeting, it is apparent that the motion was as 
follows:  Commissioner Hall made a motion to authorize Dan Johns to settle with the 
Road Department for COLA retroactive to August together with 10¢ deferred to the 
pension fund for a three year contract.  Chairman Watne seconded the motion.  Aye – 
Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by quorum.   

 
GIS MEETING W/PAULA ROBINSON AND TOM REYNOLDS 
 
Present at the February 25, 2003 9:30 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioner Hall, Clerk and Recorder Paula 
Robinson, Lenni Sand, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
General discussion was held relative to Reynolds attending the ESRI training; RC&D grant money; free training at the Forest 
Service; completion of polygon adjustments; meeting with surveyors; Mapguide; work with Health Department and TriCity 
Planning; meeting in Helena re:  addressing and E911 impact – county employees to attend; Northwest Intermountain GIS 
conference April 6th through the 10th; auditing special districts; remodeling to expand office.   
 
MONTHLY MEETING W/CHERYL WEATHERELL, 4-H OFFICE 
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Present at the February 25, 2003 10:00 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioner Hall, Extension Agent Cheryl 
Weatherell, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
General discussion was held relative to leaders; booklet with all of the projects, videos, manuals, etc. available to the clubs; 
various clubs; getting ready for fair and camp; AG luncheon; carcass evaluation training; mold test for the building. 
 
FINAL PLAT:  COUNTRY VILLAGE SUBDIVISION, PHASE I, RESUBDIVISION OF LOT 6 
 
Present at the February 25, 2003 10:15 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioner Hall, Planner Johna Morrison, Ardis 
Larsen of Larsen Surveying, and Clerk Eggum. 
 
Morrison reviewed the Staff Report for The Amended Plat of Lot 6, Country Village Subdivision #1 which will create a 
one lot minor subdivision along Mission Way, approximately 1 mile east and north of Kalispell.  The subject property is 
2.06 acres in size.  Preliminary plat approval was waived on June 25, 2002, subject to five conditions.  All conditions 
have been met or otherwise addressed by the applicants, Mark and Kimberly Dennehy.  Staff recommends approval of 
Final Plat of The Amended Plat of Lot 6, Country Village Subdivision #1.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt staff report FWP-03-07 as Findings of Fact.  Chairman Watne seconded 
the motion.  Aye – Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by quorum.   
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve Final Plat for The Amended Plat of Lot 6, Country Village Subdivision 
#1.  Chairman Watne seconded the motion.  Aye – Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
COS REVIEW: LOUTHERBACK 
 
Present at the February 25, 2003 10:30 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioner Hall, Jerry Loutherback, 
Planning and Zoning Director Forrest Sanderson, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Sanderson reviewed the chain of title.  
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the COS as presented.  Chairman Watne seconded the motion.  Aye – 
Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
COS REVIEW: RUSSELL 
 
Present at the  February 25, 2003 10:30 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioner Hall, Anne Russell, 
William Russell, Dawn Marquardt and Debbie McDorman of Marquardt and Marquardt Surveying, Planning and Zoning 
Director Forrest Sanderson, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Sanderson reviewed the chain of title.   
 
Marquardt stated that Russell wanted to transfer a piece of property to each of their children.  One of their children 
already owns some of the property in the area.  The lots were government lots so they are just less than 20 acres.   
Discussion continued to clarify the survey.  Sanderson stated such clarification addressed his concern relative to a 
pattern of development.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the COS as presented.  Chairman Watne seconded the motion.  Aye – 
Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
BOARD APPOINTMENT: TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY BOARD/AOA 
 
Present at the February 25, 2003 10:45 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioner Hall, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the appointment of Carolyn Johason to a one year term to the 
Transportation Advisory Board.  Chairman Watne seconded the motion.  Aye – Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by 
quorum.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the appointment of Carol Pike and Cindy Apsey to three year terms to 
the Transportation Advisory Board.  Chairman Watne seconded the motion.  Aye – Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by 
quorum.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the appointment of Rebecca Shaw to a two year term to the 
Transportation Advisory Board.  Chairman Watne seconded the motion.  Aye – Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by 
quorum.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST FOR BUDGET TRANSFER:  WEED/PARKS/MAINTENANCE DEPT. 
 
Present at the February 25, 2003 10:45 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioner Hall, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the budget transfer of $6,000.00 from the chemical budget to the repair 
and maintenance budget.  Chairman Watne seconded the motion.  Aye – Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
FINAL PLAT:  FIRST ADDITION TO WHITEFISH LAKE SUMMER HOMES, AMENDED PLAT LOT 16 OF AMENDED PLAT 
OF LOTS 16 & 17 
 
Present at the February 25, 2003  11:00 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioner Hall, Dawn Marquardt and Debbie 
McDorman of Marquardt and Marquardt Surveying, and Clerk Eggum. 
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Chairman Watne reviewed the Staff Report for Amended Plat of Lot 16 of the Amended Plat of Lots 16 and 17, First 
Addition to Whitefish Lake Summer Homes Amended Subdivision which will create a minor subdivision on East 
Lakeshore Drive, approximately two miles north of Whitefish.  The subject property is 2.01 acres in size and is located 
in the East Whitefish Lake Zoning District of Flathead County.  Preliminary plat approval was waived on October 2, 
2002, subject to six conditions.  All conditions have been met or otherwise addressed by the applicant, David R. and 
Patti D. Whitehead Nicholas R. Chickering Revocable Living Trust.  Staff recommends approval of Final Plat of 
Amended Plat of Lot 16 of the Amended Plat of Lots 16 and 17, First Addition to Whitefish Lake Summer Homes 
Amended Subdivision. 
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt staff report FWP-03-01 as Findings of Fact.  Chairman Watne seconded 
the motion.  Aye – Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve Final Plat of Amended Plat of Lot 16 of the Amended Plat of Lots 16 and 
17, First Addition to Whitefish Lake Summer Homes Amended Subdivision.  Chairman Watne seconded the motion.  
Aye – Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
PRELIMINARY PLAT:  VERNA’S NORTH FORK RETREAT 
 
Present at the February 25, 2003 11:15 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioner Hall, Planner Mark Crowley, Dawn 
Marquardt and Debbie McDorman of Marquardt and Marquardt Surveying, and Clerk Eggum.  
 
Crowley reported that this was an application by Thomas and Donna Marx for Verna’s North Fork Retreat which will create a 
two-lot single-family residential subdivision.  The property is located six miles south of the Canadian border at 14750 North Fork 
Road. The proposed subdivision contains 161.44 acres.  Staff recommends approval of the Preliminary Plat subject to six 
conditions.  
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt Staff Report #FSR-03-02 as findings of fact.  Chairman Watne seconded the 
motion.  Aye – Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by quorum. 
 
Marquardt requested that condition number 3 be deleted as that is a repeat of condition #2g and that condition #2g shall include 
language “when available” as there currently no utilities available in that area.    
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to delete condition #3 and add the language “when available” to condition #2g.  Chairman 
Watne seconded the motion.  Aye – Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by quorum. 
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve a variance to 3.6B which requires that no lot shall be divided by a roadway.  
Chairman Watne seconded the motion.  Aye – Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by quorum. 
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve Preliminary Plat of Verna’s North Fork Retreat subject to five conditions as 
amended.  Chairman Watne seconded the motion.  Aye – Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by quorum. 
 
PRELIMINARY PLAT:  MEADOW LAKE COUNTRY CLUB ESTATES, PHASE IX 
 
Present at the February 25, 2003 11:30 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioner Hall, Tom Sands of Sands 
Surveying, Planner Lindsay Morgan, and Clerk Eggum.  
 
Morgan reported that this was an application by Meadow Lake Development Corporation for Meadow Lake County Club Estates, 
Phase IX, a two-lot multi-family residential/commercial subdivision.  The property is located one mile north of Columbia Falls 
near the intersection of Saint Andrews Drive and Tamarack Lane.  The proposed subdivision contains 8.526 acres.  Staff 
recommends approval of the Preliminary Plat subject to 10 conditions.  
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt Staff Report #FSR-03-03 as findings of fact.  Chairman Watne seconded the 
motion.  Aye – Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by quorum. 
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve Preliminary Plat of Meadow Lake Country Club Estates, Phase IX subject to 10 
conditions.  Chairman Watne seconded the motion.  Aye – Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by quorum. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF CONDITION #6/MOUNTAIN VIEW RV PARK 
 
Present at the February 25, 2003 11:45 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioner Hall, Planner Mark Crowley, Paul L. 
Wells of WMW Engineering, PC, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Crowley advised that this was a request to remove condition #6 from the conditions of approval relative to keeping the roads 
open to the public.  The Planning Board supports the removal of Condition #6.   
 
Chairman Watne reviewed a letter from Paul L. Wells of WMW Engineering, PC stating that the park is scheduled to be a 
seasonal park and will be closed entirely throughout the winter months.  Roads open to public use would not be appropriate for 
this park.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to remove condition #6 from the Conditions of Approval.  Chairman Watne seconded the 
motion.  Aye – Watne and Hall.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
 12:00 p.m. Commissioner Gipe is to attend the CDC Board of Directors meeting @ CDC Office 
 
 5:00 p.m. Chairman Watne is to attend the Refuse Board meeting @ Solid Waste Dist. Office 
 
At 5:00 P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on February 26, 2003. 
 

************************* 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2003 

 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and 
Hall, and Clerk Robinson were present.   
 
MONTHLY MEETING W/LEE CORAY-LUDDEN RSVP 
 
Present at the February 26, 2003 9:00 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, RSVP Director Lee 
Coray-Ludden, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
General discussion was held relative PNS grant; training six volunteers for disaster preparedness presentations, first 
presentation will be in Columbia Falls at Senior Center on February 28, 2003; love day; outreach golf tournament; emergency 
plan.  
 
MONTHLY MEETING W/DOROTHY LAIRD, LIBRARY 
 
Present at the February 26, 2003 9:15 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Library Director 
Dorothy Laird, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
General discussion was held relative to love the library month; overspent insurance budget; insurance plan for next year; annual 
report; summary of the staff board and community responses to the survey; survey being utilized by checking out personnel; 
parking; consultant’s visit; legislative actions to library.   
 
MONTHLY MEETING W/DAVE PRUNTY, SOLID WASTE DIST. 
 
Present at the February 26, 2003 9:30 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Solid Waste Director 
Dave Prunty, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
General discussion was held relative to flare system failure; recycling contract; Somers site; expansion project; container sites; 
possible purchase of Marion site; Coram site; general operations; fuel island; ground water; landfill gas system;  union 
negotiations; Chamberlain property – possible purchase; budget; Columbia Falls site; paving of Broader Loop. 
 
DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE: APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF FIRING RANGE/J. FORTHOFER 
 
Present at the February 26, 2003 10:00  A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Commissioner Gipe made a motion to continue consideration of the firing range application  to a later date.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion.  Aye - Watne, Hall and Gipe.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE: MOU/OPERATION RED FLAG 
 
Present at the February 26, 2003 10:00 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Chairman Watne reviewed a letter from Captain T. Gregory Hintz, Chairman of the Tactical Advisory Committee advising of the 
history and recommendation of the committee to provide an emergency contact for law enforcement administrators in the state 
who need a tactical team assistance through mutual aid.   
 
Commissioner Gipe made a motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding Between Cascade County, Flathead 
County, Gallatin County/City, Lewis and Clark County, Missoula County, Yellowstone County for Mutual Aid Provided by 
Operation Red Flag.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion.  Aye - Watne, Hall and Gipe.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
DOCUMENT FOR  SIGNATURE: COUNTY IDENTIFICATION FORM/CDC 
 
Present at the February 26, 2003 10:00 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Commissioner Gipe advised that this form was for Flathead Chemical Dependency and needs two signatures and approved 
every four years.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the County Identification Form/CDC.  Commissioner Gipe seconded the motion.  
Aye - Watne, Hall and Gipe.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
CONTINUATION OF MEETING W/DON BOTHWELL/WADDELL & REED RE: 457 RETIREMENT PLAN 
 
Present at the February 26, 2003 10:15 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Don Bothwell, 
Human Resource Director Raeann Campbell, Lorraine Reid, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Bothwell advised that he is present at the request of two county employees.   The employees are dissatisfied with the 
performance, communication and education they are receiving relative to investment of their retirement accounts.   These 
employees asked him to become a carrier on the 457 retirement plan.   Bothwell asked for the opportunity to expand the 
opportunities to employees with no cost to the county.  He would like to be available for voluntary education and seeks approval 
of the Board. 
 
Commissioner Gipe made a motion to have Reid investigate the 457 plan requirements and the Waddell & Reed program.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion.  Aye - Watne, Hall and Gipe.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF PRINTING BIDS: SHERIFF’S OFFICE & LIBRARY 
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Present at the February 26, 2003 10:30 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Commissioner Gipe made a motion to award the bid to Hungry Horse Printing for 5,000 non-smoking forms in the amount of 
$16.35 on behalf of the Sheriff’s Office.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion.  Aye - Watne, Hall and Gipe.  Motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to award the bid to Northstar Printing for 5,000 no title forms and 5,000 inmate request forms 
in the amount of $35.00 and $45.00 respectively on behalf of the Sheriff’s Office.  Commissioner Gipe seconded the motion.  
Aye - Watne, Hall and Gipe.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Commissioner Gipe made a motion to award the bid to American Printing for 2,500 peel and stick mailing labels in the amount 
of $150.92 on behalf of the Library.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion.  Aye - Watne, Hall and Gipe.  Motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
AUTHORIZATION FOR PUBLICATION OF SMITH VALLEY RAILS TO TRAILS CALL FOR BIDS 
 
Present at the February 26, 2003 10:30 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Commissioner Gipe made a motion to authorize the publication of the Invitation to Bid and authorize the Chairman to sign.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion.  Aye - Watne, Hall and Gipe.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

INVITATION TO BID 
 
Sealed bids, entitled Smith Valley Rails to Trails  in Kalispell, Montana, addressed to Flathead County Clerk and 
Recorder,  800 South Main, Kalispell, Montana 59901 will be received until 5:00 p.m. local time, on March 28, 
2003.  Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud on March 31, 2003 at 9:00 a.m.  A recommendation to 
accept or reject the bids will be made at the next regularly scheduled Board meeting.  Flathead County reserves 
the right to reject any and all bids, to waive formalities, and to accept the bid deemed most advantageous to the 
County. 
 
Flathead County has out for bid  a non-motorized trail that extends west from the termination of the paved and 
completed Meridian Rails-Trail Project to Dern Road and then from Whalebone Drive to Ashley Creek just east 
of Phanco Lane.  Segment One between the Meridian Rails-Trail and Dern Road will include 1.21 miles while 
Segment Two from Whalebone to Phanco will total 1.35 miles. The entire 2.56 mile trail will be built upon the 
former Great Northern Railroad rail bed which at one time extended west to Marion where it offered frequent 
freight and passenger service from the early 1890s until 1904. The Smith Valley Line continued freight operation 
from Marion to Somers and Flathead Lake until 1950. Most of the ballasted base and elevated grade remains 
where it was constructed in the early days. The portion of the former railroad right-of-way which is adjacent to 
U.S. Route 2 west of Kalispell has been incorporated into the highway right-of-way. The Montana Department of 
Transportation has granted a recreation permit that allows use of the old rail bed as a non-motorized bikeway 
and trail. The trail design shall conform to all applicable State, Federal, City, County and A.D.A. Standards.  
 
The 2.56 mile trail will include the installation of an 8 foot, 10 foot and 12 foot wide asphalt pathway, signage 
and seeding of disturbed areas and grass shoulders, benches and receptacles. The path does not to involve or 
cross any sensitive environmental zones and the alignment will remain entirely coincident with the former 
railway. Neither Segment One nor Two include bridges spanning Ashley Creek.  

 
The Bids shall be submitted on the form provided with the Contract Documents.  The Contract Documents may 
be examined at the following locations: 
 
Sitescape Associates, 385 Golf Course Drive, PO Box 1417, Columbia Falls, MT 59912 (406)892-3492 
 
Flathead Builders Exchange, 2303 Hwy. 2 East, Kalispell, Montana 59901 
 
Copies of the plans and specifications may be obtained from Sitescape Associates.  Plans and specifications 
will be available for a nonrefundable deposit of $50.00.  The successful bidder will be furnished, free of charge, 
additional copies of the documents necessary for contract award and construction purposes. 

 
The construction of any public contract project shall be performed by a contractor who is duly and regularly 
registered under the laws of the State of Montana, and no work shall commence until proof of registration has 
been presented. 
 
All laborers, operators and mechanics employed by contractors or subcontractors in performance of the 
construction work shall be paid wages at rates as may be required by the laws of the United States and the 
State of Montana and in compliance with Davis-Bacon Prevailing Wage Rates.  The contractor must ensure that 
employees and applicants for employment are not discriminated against because of their race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin. 
 
Each bid or proposal must be accompanied by a Certified Check, Cashiers Check, or Bid Bond payable to 
Flathead County, Kalispell, Montana in an amount not less than Ten percent (10%) of the total amount of the 
bid.  Successful bidders shall furnish an approved Performance Bond and a Labor and Materials Payment Bond, 
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each in the amount of One Hundred percent (100%) of the contract amount.  Insurance as required shall be 
provided by the successful bidder(s) and a Certificate(s) of that insurance shall be provided. 
 
No bidder may withdraw his bid for at least thirty (30) days after the scheduled time for the public opening of 
bids, which is 9:00 a.m local time, on March 31, 2003. 
 
The successful bidder will be subject to withholding of 1% of all payments for transmittal to the Dept. of Revenue 
to pay the public contract tax.  The Contractor and all subcontractors will be required to have a certificate of 
registration from the Employment Relation Division of the Montana Dept. of Labor and Industry in the proper 
classification. 
 
Flathead County is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
 
Flathead County 
800 South Main 
Kalispell, Montana 59901 
 
DATED this 27th day of February, 2003 
 
     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
     Flathead County, Montana 
 
     By: /s/Robert W. Watne 
          Robert W. Watne, Chairman 
ATTEST: 
Paula Robinson, Clerk 
 
By: /s/ Vickie M. Eggum 
       Vickie M. Eggum, Deputy 
 
Publication Dates: March 2, 2003; March 9, 2003 & March 16, 2003. 

 
 11:00 A.M. - County Attorney Meeting @ County Attorney's Office. 
 
 3:00 p.m.  Commissioner Hall is to attend a Legislative Meeting @ Commissioners Meeting Room 
 
 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2003 
 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and 
Hall, and Clerk Robinson were present.   
 
MEETING W/ HEALTH BOARD, ET AL., RE: DISASTERS 
 
Present at the February 27, 2003 9:00 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Al Benavides, Doug 
Scarff, Randy Brodehl, Nancy F. Askew, Chris Kukulski, Gary Marks, William Shaw, City-County Health Director Joe Russell, 
Assistant Avery, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Askew advised that they were there to review the communication plan between the cities and the counties in the event of a 
disaster.  Askew questioned whether there is some framework between the different cities 
 
Commissioner Hall advised that he attended the mock disaster last fall and a lot of things came out of that meeting.  He noted he 
was impressed with the organization that took place at such program.   
 
Brodehl also attended the mock disaster and from his previous experience he agreed it went very smooth and it was very similar 
to what an actual event would have been.  There are always glitches but there wasn’t anything that was insurmountable.  The 
initial 24 hours of any kind of an event is when you will see a lot of building of structure.  No matter what kind of thing it is.  We 
saw some of that but it was successful and I thought intercommunications went very well.   Brodehl stated that he saw room for 
improvement insofar as the operations of EOC and the structure between cities and cities and cities and county.   
 
Kukulski advised that Brodehl has headed up at least three sessions for the City of Kalispell, the first two were training and the 
last one was a full mock disaster.  He felt that the City of Kalispell feels a little more comfortable after going through the mock 
disasters and plan to do one at least every six months to keep themselves fresh.  Kukulski noted those trainings do not address 
the interaction between the other two cities and the county. 
 
Commissioner Hall advised Assistant Avery recently attended a DES convention and asked Avery to speak to the information he 
received from the convention.  Avery responded that it was a two-day training certification for debris management.  He noted he 
found it very encouraging and very instructional.  Commissioner Hall asked him to address any concern relative to communica-
tion between the local entities.  Avery responded that it was absolutely essential.  The local OES office would contact FEMA and 
the Road Department and coordinate and go from there.  Keeping FEMA in the pipeline is absolutely essential. 
 
Commissioner Gipe questioned whether the City of Columbia Falls had any plans in place for something such as the dam 
breaking.  Shaw responded that the City did not have anything set up at the present time.  He noted he has attended Alan’s 
regular monthly meetings but that was all.  He advised they currently have a new fire chief and he didn’t believe he had had the 
time to get too deeply involved with any situations along that line.  Commissioner Hall encouraged the City of Columbia Falls to 
have their Fire Chief become an active part of any planning.   
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Benavides advised that he was a member of the Health Board but he was speaking as a private citizen.  He expressed concern 
as to the public officials having a well coordinated plan to take care of any kind of disasters.  Be it terrorists, dams, or whatever 
type of disaster should occur.  It was his understanding that some issues need to be addressed.  He stated his major concern is  
relative to leadership with whoever is involved in any kind of an emergency situation.  He added that at this point he was 
basically convinced there is no plan.  Commissioner Hall stated that there might be a good plan but we don’t know about it. 
 
Brodehl advised that the pieces are there, as far as we know what the water levels will do should we have a dam failure.  We 
know how fast things will travel.  We know how different weather events will affect us.  Putting that all together in a plan that says 
this is what we do step by step is an immense project.   It’s not anything that can be done by one group here or one group there.  
It needs to be a coordinated effort.  We have a lot of that in place.  There is an Incident Action Plan for the county that’s updated  
every year that is designed around wild land fire.  However, it is easily adapted into an all risk plan. The structure is there.  It’s a 
nationally recognized Incident Command Structure.  The pattern that we’re using in the city and how we put that together is 
there, we have the information.  Melding those two together is probably the key factor that is missing.   
 
Commissioner Hall stated that if we are not communicating he shared the concern. 
 
Scarff agreed with the speakers and stated that there has got to be one entity in charge and that probably should be the County, 
depending on what happens and where.  Unless that plan is in place and people know who to look to for the leadership, things 
can deteriorate quickly.  Scarff noted that a situation could arise where several things happen in the county that effect all three of 
the cities including the county so then the question is who is in charge, Sheriff, County Commissioners, Office of OES?   
 
Benavides state that it was almost necessary to have a written plan addressing who was in charge for each situation and if 
someone is not there who is next in command.   
 
Commissioner Hall confirmed that Brodehl was on the 911 board.  Brodehl advised that the Sheriff’s Office is an integral part 
because they take the initial calls.  They set up the structure from the dispatch center and they probably would be able to answer 
a lot of those questions for us.  They should have a matrix there that they’re going through that would help us. 
 
Kukulski stated that was similar to Kalispell’s emergency management plan and confirmed that the County structure was 
basically the same way.   
 
Russell advised that it is being modeled after the NIMS, National Interagency Management System.  That is not a marked 
change, but it is a change from where we were a year ago.  There are some changes occurring.   He clarified what Al and Doug 
were concerned about was whether the cities have Memorandums of Understanding with each other regarding incident 
management.  Shaw responded that there was something in place when he first came to Columbia Falls and he didn’t think they 
were replaced unless something happened to necessitate such a change.  He stated he would be surprised to find out that there 
was no plan in place.  Russell dismissed the notion that there was no plan but was concerned if the relationships were still there.    
 
Shaw stated he has just assumed that there was an emergency plan book to refer to and see who was responsible and that is 
what we would act under.  Benavides confirmed that would be a uniform plan that everybody else has copies of.   
 
Scarff clarified that as a Health Board they believe the Commissioners to have the plan and if communication was lacking the 
Commissioners would deal with the problem because if it waits until a disaster happens, it is too late.   
 
Kukulski confirmed that the County does have a county emergency management plan.   
 
Commissioner Hall confirmed that what the speakers were saying is that there is not a lot of communication and that raises 
some concerns.   
 
Benavides clarified that he was concerned about teamwork being a necessity in the area of public health and safety.  He stated 
that he had been advised that the director of the county OES liked to do his own thing.  He admitted he had no first hand 
knowledge of such actions.  Benavides reiterated his concern relative to the director of OES being in charge and able to execute 
a well documented plan in case of an event.   
 
Kukulski stated that since Brodehl has been hired the city has become more prepared for a disaster.  However, Kukulski 
stressed the need for cooperation and teamwork between all three cities and the county, to all be working from the same plan as 
it would be quite catastrophic to be involved in a city emergency that reaches out into the county or into one of the other cities 
and end up in the middle of turf war.   
 
Commissioner Hall stated that he learned a lot from attending the mock disaster and urged the city managers to attend one to 
see just what kind of a plan is in place.  Commissioner Hall was impressed with how everything came together and expressed 
confidence in the players coming together and the plan working if such a situation should arise.   
 
Benavides stated he believes the public’s presumption is that they are in good hands.  Scarff stated the public assumes that but 
he agreed with Benavides that it isn’t actually true.  Scarff reflected on the eruption of Mount St. Helens in the 80s and how there 
was no preparation for such an event.   
 
Brodehl stated that it doesn’t take much of a disaster to overwhelm the resources whether it is cities or county or a combination 
of several entities.  He referred to New York not having the resources to handle the 9/11 event.  Brodehl again referred to the 
need for a plan and such plan including the action required to bring in additional resources and having all entities especially the 
entity making the phone calls understand that plan and the step process.   
 
Shaw stated that it didn’t sound to him like there was no plan. it sounded like there were personalities inside this organization 
that are going to make it extremely difficult for a plan to be put into place in a manner that is in the manuals.   
 
Russell explained that in Flathead County there is an incident management system and there is the Local Emergency Planning 
Committee.  When a trail derails in Columbia Falls or Whitefish, there is this LEPC that is kind of a proactive planning 
organization that is expected to be able to handle such an event.  The problem is Russell assured the commission that none of  
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the fire chiefs participate in LEPC now.  The LEPC is the SARA Title III the Hazardous Waste Act.  It requires that all 
communities have an active LEPC.  The County has that.  But none of the fire chiefs participate.   
 
Brodehl defended his inattendance at such meetings noting that he did attend for a period of time but that it was a county 
committee and there was no action taken from his viewpoint as being very productive without a whole lot of bickering and 
arguing and name calling.  Brodehl stated that if he is going to be on a committee he wants it to be productive and for it to move 
ahead.  He admitted he just quit going.   
 
Scarff chided that therein lies the communication problem one more time.  Benavides agreed noting therein lies that risk.   
 
Russell advised that the Public Health System in Flathead County is working on a bio-terrorism plan.  The public health plan has 
to integrate with the incident management system plan and they are working towards to that end.  Russell noted that there 
needs to be a secondary incident management system location.  The county needs someplace in the north valley to be able to 
set up an incident management system.  If we were to have a mass immunization issued in our brand new building with the 
rubble, we would possibly need to go to the north valley for mass immunizations and maintenance.   
 
Chairman Watne questioned whether the vaccines were available for such a mass immunization.  Russell responded that it 
could be here in 48 hours.  The National Pharmaceutical Stockpile says 24 hours but by the time it gets to Kalispell it is safe to 
say another eight to deploy throughout Montana.  Russell noted that Alan was concerned about another location and perhaps 
even another one at Kalispell City Hall.   
 
Commissioner Gipe suggested there be a meeting scheduled with the fire chiefs and city managers and hammer out the 
problems with the LEPC.  He noted if there were problems with county egos, that problem would be dealt with by the 
Commissioners.     
 
Brodehl agreed a meeting was appropriate but requested that law enforcement should also be involved.  Commissioner Gipe 
agreed.  Commissioner Hall expressed concern for too broad of a meeting requesting that only the key players be involved.   
 
Commissioner Gipe and Kukulski agreed but noted that each entity would have several key people who would need to attend 
such as police chief, fire chief and city manager.  Commissioner Gipe stated that would not be too many and there really was no 
way to narrow it down any further than that.  Benavides cautioned that you have to stay focused and keep the egos out.  That 
will kill it.  Askew requested that Russell be a part of the meeting because of bio-terrorism. Commissioner Gipe agreed.   
 
Russell expressed concern for the amount of power given to LEPC and the incident management system that has not been 
given enough weight.  The incident management system is a government driven issue.  The LEPC is a private public partnership 
in preventing hazardous material spills.  Russell urged the group to stay focused.  It gets so muddy in between those two and it 
shouldn’t.  Incident management is really a government leadership issue.  LEPC is a private public partnership to do a specific 
thing; hazardous material management.  That is where we need to get back on track and that is where you come back in and 
say hey the incident management is all of our political bodies working together.   
 
Commissioner Hall thanked the board for attending the meeting.  He sated that Marble is a very qualified person but noted that 
communication was a very important issue that must be dealt with.  He requested Russell keep the Commissioners informed 
and on track until resolution to the situation is reached.  He concluded that we have a good program in place and a qualified 
person and if communication issues need to be dealt with they will be by the Commissioners.   
 
Shaw advised that Columbia Falls does not have a paid fire chief.  I have a volunteer who if I am lucky I can get him in one hour 
a week and than he has several hours every week he puts in with his staff.  We are trying to move to a paid position there but we 
are probably at least six-seven months away from that.  Shaw advised he and the police chief would be the only two people to 
attend the meeting.  David Perry comes down to as many meetings as he can get to.  He attends the 911 meetings.  I just don’t 
have any staff to be sending around to too many things.   
 
Brodehl advised that out of the 19 fire departments, 17 of them are volunteered so as much planning as can be done prior to the 
meeting to make it a very productive time will be beneficial.  Commissioner Hall stated that was a very good point.  
Commissioner Gipe stated some preparation needed to take place before the meeting would be scheduled.   
 
Russell then addressed the West Nile Virus issue.  Russell urged that as a public health entity, we need to get ahead of this.  
Columbia Falls has an inactive mosquito control district.  Whitefish has none.  Kalispell and Evergreen support most of the 
larviciding that happens throughout the county.  Last year there was an unsuccessful effort to establish a county wide district.  
Russell expressed concern for a human case of West Nile Virus.  Russell has spoken with Fisher about having at least two 
county employees in the county shop being certified for pesticide application.   
 
Commissioner Gipe stated that a county representative attended a meeting held in Lewistown relative to the West Nile Virus.  
Russell is to schedule a time for that representative to share with the Commissioners what he and learned and urged the County 
Health Board to attend such a meeting and getting the media involved.  Commissioner Gipe reminded all of the meetings and 
discussions held last year with the pros and cons of the use of Malathion.   
 
Russell advised that the meeting discussed systematic approaches to controlling mosquitoes.  Larviciding is very effective but if 
you are not catching where they are breeding you are not going to have a good program.  In addition, a program needs to be in 
place to attack the ones that are missed through the larviciding.  Russell noted the investment last year by the county in 
mosquito magnets but advised that if we have a good drift and a lot of wind, those things don’t work.   
 
Chairman Watne injected that unless you can get the larvicide out at Smith Lake and McGregor Lake and places such as that, 
they are not going to be effective anyway.   
 
Russell reiterated that Kalispell and Evergreen are supporting pretty much the countywide program.   
 
Commissioner Hall questioned what could be done to establish a countywide mosquito district.  Russell responded that we 
missed our opportunity.  There has to be a 30% approval by petition.  Russell stated it came down to the fact that political body 
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showed no support for it.  Sue Haverfield talked until she was blue in the face trying to get it done.  But we never had a word out 
of the Commissioners about it except when confronted about it.   
 
Kukulski agreed with Commissioner Gipe that as soon as there are a couple of cases locally there will be attention.  People get 
in panic mode.  I have not doubt there will be people on both sides.  It is not a simple issue.  It is a responsibility and a 
leadership that has to be dealt with.   
 
MEETING WITH JED FISHER/CONTRACTS 
 
Present at the February 27, 2003 10:00 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Weed, Parks and 
Maintenance Director Jed Fisher, Assistant Avery, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Hadley budgeted $17,000.00 to upgrade the air handler system at the Justice Center.  Fisher received a bid from Johnson 
Controls of $12,424.00.  Fisher sought authorization to enter into the contract for the upgrade.  Fisher was advised to have the 
County Attorney’s Office review the contract prior to approval by the Commissioners.   
 
Fisher advised of flooring upgrades to the Justice Center.  Judge Ortley’s Office and the County Attorney’s Office will be done 
with overtime on Memorial Day Weekend.  Fisher confirmed security had been discussed with the appropriate parties.   
 
Fisher advised he has received a request for carpet replacement for the third floor of the courthouse.  It was agreed to look at 
utilizing the hardwood floors that currently exist under the carpet.   
 
Fisher confirmed he will be doing the maintenance for Earl Bennett Building.  He requested permission to open a custodial 
position to cover the building.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the opening for a custodial position on behalf of the Maintenance Department.  
Commissioner Gipe seconded the motion.  Aye - Watne, Hall and Gipe.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF POSITION OPENING:  ROAD DEPARTMENT 
 
Present at the February 27, 2003 10:30 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Assistant Avery, 
and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Chairman Watne reviewed a letter from Charlie Johnson advising that Barry Granrud had passed away.  Johnson intends to 
transfer Paul Magnotta to fill Grandrud’s position necessitating the opening of Paul’s position as janitor  
 
Commissioner Gipe made a motion to approve the opening of a janitor position on behalf of the Road Department.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion.  Aye - Watne, Hall and Gipe.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF POSITION OPENING:  TREASURERS OFFICE 
 
Present at the February 27, 2003 10:30 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Assistant Avery, 
and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Chairman Watne reviewed a letter from Patty Arnold advising of two resignations and the need to open a position for an OAII.   
 
Commissioner Gipe made a motion to approve the opening of an OAII position on behalf of the Treasurer’s Office.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion.  Aye - Watne, Hall and Gipe.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
CONTINUATION OF CONSIDERATION OF LAKESHORE PERMIT: DNRC (17/20) 
 
Present at the February 27, 2003 10:30 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Bob Sandman, Jim 
Vashro, Planners Lindsay Morgan, Tim Beck, Assistant Avery, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Beck reviewed the application filed by DNRC on Little Beaver Lake to recontour a portion of the road by pulling the top slope 
down and replanting brush and shrubs.  Beck provided survey results conducted by DNRC relative to boat access.  General 
discussion was held.   
 
Commissioner Gipe and Hall noted concern relative to boat access on the Little Beaver Lake especially for senior citizens.   
 
Vashro advised that most of the roads and ramps in the area were pioneered in by people and they basically go straight down 
into the lakes.  The run off is funneling right down through those roads and straight into the lake and there is a need to deal with 
the situation.  What made Little Beaver so tough is there is so much road associated with it.  There is about 1700 feet of road.  
The easiest piece of road comes in from the south but that is the piece of road that runs along the lakeshore.  It is the most 
problematic in the terms of erosion.  Where the launch is situated on Little Beaver is actually the north end.  If we wanted to 
approach from the north end which would make the most sense, it is an extremely steep approach road.  I don’t know if we can 
make that north road really safe for travel.  From a logistic and an engineering and cost standpoint, Little Beaver was the most 
challenging for us.  Two other factors came into play.  It is invested with fathead minnows.  We are struggling to maintain a 
fishery in there.  Currently a pair of loons nest on Beaver Lake.  We see some conflicts for the boats and motorized use and they 
have retreated into the cove that is right next to Little Beaver.  Hopefully they are going to hop over that little piece of land and 
actually start nesting in Little Beaver where they would probably be more secure than they are on Beaver.  Vashro provided the 
Commissioners with the results of a survey relative to the public’s desire for the area.  Little Beaver came out as the lowest 
priority for maintaining motorized back in.  In fact, the survey indicated Little Beaver had the highest number of walk-in type 
access responses.   
 
Commissioner Gipe made a motion to approve Lakeshore Construction Permit FLP-03-05 and authorize the Chairman to sign 
subject to 12 conditions.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion.  Aye – Watne, Hall and Gipe.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF LAKESHORE PERMIT: HIMSL 
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Present at the February 27, 2003 10:30 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Planners Tim Beck 
and Lindsay Morgan, Assistant Avery, and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Morgan reviewed the application filed by Allen W. Himsl for Flathead Lake.  The applicant proposes to install a 12’ x 24’ boat 
shelter over an “F” shaped piling dock.  General discussion was held.   
 
Commissioner Gipe made a motion to approve Lakeshore Construction Permit FLP-03-09 and authorize the Chairman to sign 
subject to 18 conditions.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion.  Aye – Watne, Hall and Gipe.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF POLICY AMENDMENT/EAGLE TRANSIT DRUG TESTING 
 
Present at the February 27, 2003 11:00 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Deputy County 
Attorney Jonathan Smith and Dennis Hester, Deanna Theilman, Human Resource Officer RaeAnn Campbell, Assistant Avery, 
and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Smith advised that the state and federal government has been encouraging the County to adopt a drug testing policy for Eagle 
Transit.  The Federal Transit Authority which funds Eagle Transit has different regulations than the Highway Administration 
which oversees the drug testing for the other two departments in the county; big trucks rather than the buses.  Deanna has 
worked with them to come up with a policy.  Smith stated he was recommending that the addendum to the policy be approved by 
the Commissioners.   
 
Theilman advised the changes and differences between the Federal Highways and Transit are really quite small.  The federal 
auditors spent time driving back and forth with the drivers two years ago and their final recommendation was to have a separate 
policy.  The Montana Department of Transportation has advised that if we don’t have a separate policy adopted by tomorrow, 
they won’t fund for next year.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the Addendum to Chapter 10 of the Flathead County Personnel Policies and 
Procedures Manual.  Commissioner Gipe seconded the motion.  Aye - Watne, Hall and Gipe.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE: PURCHASE CONTRACT FOR SPECIAL RESPONSE UNITS/SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
Present at the February 27, 2003 11:00 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Assistant Avery, 
and Clerk Eggum.   
 
Chairman Watne reviewed the Purchase Contract for the Modular Response Units.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the Purchase Contract.  Commissioner Gipe seconded the motion.  Aye - 
Watne, Hall and Gipe.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
PRELIMINARY PLAT:  STRONG ESTATES 
 
Present at the February 27, 2003 11:15 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Planner Lindsay 
Morgan, Herb Strong, Paul Badgley, Assistant Avery, and Clerk Eggum.  
 
Morgan reported that this was an application by Herb Strong for a five lot single-family residential subdivision.  The property is 
located two miles southwest of Columbia Falls approximate one-half mile west of Highway 2 East.  The proposed subdivision 
contains 17.66 acres.  Staff recommends approval of the Preliminary Plat subject to 14 conditions.  
 
Commissioner Gipe made a motion to adopt Staff Report #FSR-03-04 as findings of fact.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 
motion.  Aye – Watne, Gipe and Hall.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve Preliminary Plat of Strong Estates subject to 14 conditions.  Commissioner Gipe 
seconded the motion.  Aye – Watne, Gipe and Hall.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BUDGET AUTHORITY RESOLUTION 
 
Present at the February 27, 2003 11:15 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Assistant Avery, 
and Clerk Eggum.  
 
Commissioner Gipe made a motion to adopt Resolution #1606.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion.  Aye – Watne, Gipe 
and Hall.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

BUDGET AUTHORITY RESOLUTION 
RESOLUTION NO.  1606 

        
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners anticipated funds for Fiscal Year 2003; 
 
WHEREAS, Flathead County has received grant monies for which no provision was made in the Fiscal 

2003 budget; and  
 

WHEREAS, Counties may appropriate federal or state money received during the fiscal year by formal 
resolution.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County Commissioners hereby appropriates 
the additional funds and directs the County Clerk and Recorder to make the following revisions to the budget for 
fiscal year 2003: 
 
  SEE ATTACHED GENERAL JOURNAL VOUCHERS 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the above appropriation shall become effective on the date of this 
resolution.   
 
 DATED this 27th  day of February, 2003 
 
      BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
      Flathead County, Montana 
 
      By:  /s/Robert W. Watne 
             Robert W. Watne, Chairman 
 
      By:  /s/Howard W. Gipe 
             Howard W. Gipe, Member 
 
      By:  /s/ Gary D. Hall 
             Gary D. Hall, Member 
ATTEST: 
Paula Robinson,  
Clerk and Recorder 
 
By:  /s/ Vickie M. Eggum 
       Vickie M. Eggum, Deputy 

 
MCA 7-6-4006  "B" 

Entry 
  

Account Number Description Line  Debit General 
Ledger  

 Credit General 
Ledger  

2977-0190-440155-110 Salaries   $57,599.00 
2977-0190-440155-141 Unemployment   $144.00 
2977-0190-440155-142 Work Comp   $310.00 
2977-0190-440155-143 Group Insurance   $6,366.00 
2977-0190-440155-144 FICA   $3,571.00 
2977-0190-440155-145 PERS   $1,147.00 
2977-0190-440155-147 FICA Med Tx   $835.00 
2977-0190-440155-210 Office supplies   $800.00 
2977-0190-440155-212 Small item equipment   $300.00 
2977-0190-440155-222 Med supplies   $4,800.00 
2977-0190-440155-229 Other operating supplies   $144.00 
2977-0190-440155-311 Postage   $250.00 
2977-0190-440155-345 Telephone   $500.00 
2977-0190-440155-380 Training   $4,237.00 
2977-0190-440155-398 Contracted services   $10,000.00 

2977-242000 Expenditure control   $91,003.00  
2977-0190-331127 Bioterrorism grant   $91,003.00  

2977-172000 Revenue control   $91,003.00 
To increase the 

Bioterrorism grant from 
$40,000 to $131,003.82 

per Task Order No. 03-07-
4-61-015-0. 

    

Grant dates:  September 
1,2002 - August 31, 2003 

    

     
2980-0190-331129 Obesity Grant   $12,000.00  

2980-172000 Revenue control account   $12,000.00 
2980-0190-440110-110 Salaries   $784.00 
2980-0190-440110-141 Unemployment   $2.00 
2980-0190-440110-142 Work Comp   $4.00 
2980-0190-440110-143 Health Insurance   $97.00 
2980-0190-440110-144 FICA   $49.00 
2980-0190-440110-145 PERS   $53.00 
2980-0190-440110-147 Medicare Tax   $11.00 
2980-0190-440110-210 Office supplies   $500.00 
2980-0190-440110-228 Educational supplies   $2,000.00 
2980-0190-440110-311 Postage   $31.00 
2980-0190-440110-345 Telephone   $10.00 
2980-0190-440110-380 Training    $1,919.00 
2980-0190-440110-398 Contracted services   $5,940.00 
2980-0190-521000-820 Tfr to 2270 - Admin charges   $600.00 

 
2980-242000 Expenditure control account   $12,000.00  

To book the new Obesity 
Prevention Grant, Task 

Order No. 03-07-3-01-009-
0, CFDA 93.283 

    

Award:  $12,000;   Dates:  
January 1, 2003 - June 30, 

2003 

    

     
2981-0190-440110-215 Computer supplies   $64.00 
2981-0190-440110-229 Other operational supplies   $2,760.00 
2981-0190-440110-380 Training   $1,023.00 
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2981-0190-440110-398 Contracted services   $33,578.00 
2981-242000 Expenditure control   $37,425.00  

2981-0190-331134 Drug free communities grant   $37,425.00  
2981-172000 Revenue control   $37,425.00 

Per grant adjustment 
notice for grant number 
2001-JN-FX-0157 has 

been awarded a 
supplement award 

    

number 2001-JN-FX-0157 
(S-1) in the additional 

amount of 80,554.  The 
remaining grant from last 

year may 

    

be used in addition to this 
supplement.  This rolls the 

remaining amount of last 
year's grant into this grant. 

    

The $80,554 supplemental 
award was budgeted in the 

FY 2003 budget already. 

    

     
2981-0191-331134 Drug Free Communities Grant   $25,335.14  

2981-172000 Revenue control account   $25,335.14 
2981-0191-440110-210 Office supplies   $674.03 
2981-0191-440110-228 Educational supplies   $3,641.31 
2981-0191-440110-229 Other operational supplies   $879.85 
2981-0191-440110-311 Postage   $69.10 
2981-0191-440110-380 Training services   $4,009.95 
2981-0191-440110-398 Contracted serv/FV Chem Dependency   $16,060.90 

2981-242000 Expenditure control   $25,335.14  
     

To roll grant remaining at 
6/30/02 into FY 2003.  The 

original grant was for 
80,554.  At year end 

$62,758.81 

    

remained.  We used 
$25,335.14 between July 

and Sept 30 which 
completed that grant year. 

The remaining 

    

37,425 is available to be 
used in addition to the new 

grant and is booked in 
0190 above. 

    

 
CONSIDERATION OF BUDGET AMENDMENT RESOLUTION 
 
Present at the February 27, 2003 11:15 A.M. Meeting were Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and Hall, Assistant Avery, 
and Clerk Eggum.  
 
Commissioner Gipe made a motion to adopt Resolution #1607.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion.  Aye – Watne, Gipe 
and Hall.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT RESOLUTION 
RESOLUTION NO. 1607 

        
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has determined, and various department heads have 

requested and verified, that budget revisions between line items for Fiscal Year 2002-2003, are required, and; 
 

WHEREAS, Section 7-6-4031, M.C.A. and Budget Resolution No. 1607, allow budget transfers to be 
made between items in the same fund.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached list of transfers and revisions shall be made 
in the budget for Flathead County for Fiscal Year 2002-2003; and 
        

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution and the attached list of transfers and revisions shall 
be entered into the minutes of the Board of Commissioners. 

 
DATED this 27th day of February, 2003. 

 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS            

    Flathead County, Montana                                          
 

By:  /s/Robert W. Watne 
       Robert W. Watne, Chairman       

 
By:  /s/ Gary D. Hall 
       Gary D. Hall, Member                                
 
By: /s/Howard W. Gipe 

              Howard W. Gipe, Member 
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ATTEST: 
Paula Robinson, Clerk 
 
By:  /s/ Vickie M. Eggum 
       Vickie M. Eggum, Deputy 
 

COUNTY OF FLATHEAD     

GENERAL 
JOURNAL 
VOUCHER 

    

DATE ISSUED: 
FEBRUARY 27, 2003 

 
VOUCH

ER 
NO.:03
020000

42 

  

DATE OF RECORD:  BUDGE
T 

RESOL
UTION 

1607

  

MCA 7-6-4006 ACCOUNTING COPY "B" 
Entry 

  

Account Number Description Line  Debit General 
Ledger  

 Credit General 
Ledger  

2985-0740-450320-320 Printing/Dup   $500.00  
2985-0740-450320-375 Travel/Staff per Diem   $298.00  
2985-0740-450320-345 Telephone   $483.00  
2985-0740-450320-211 Office supplies   $256.83  
2985-0740-450320-305 Operating supplies   $1,537.83 
2985-0740-450320-320 Printing/Dup  $63.00  
2985-0740-450320-215 Comp Equip/Sftwr/hdwr/supp   $63.00 

Line item transfer to cover 
overdraft per Lee Ludden. 

    

     
2976-0190-440174-210 Office supplies   $132.00  
2976-0190-440174-380 Training   $132.00 
Transfer Immunization 

budget into training line 
item per Alice Dall. 

    

     
2251-0231-411010-110 Salaries   $1,000.00  
2251-0231-411010-331 Publications   $1,000.00 

Line item transfer to 
publications to cover the 

excess costs of advertising 
the Growth Policy Town 

Hall 

    

Meetings.  Per Michelle 
Anderson. 

    

     
2140-0246-431100-222 Chemicals   $6,000.00  
2140-0246431100-230 Repair & Maintenance   $6,000.00 

Approved by Comm Feb 
18.  Per Jed Fisher.  To 

transfer budget $ to 230. 

    

     
1000-0214-410600-229 Other operating supplies   $400.00  
1000-0214-410600-231 Gas   $400.00 

Line item transfer to move 
money for gas for the 86 

Delivery Van (Election 
department) to it's own line 

    

item for tracking purposes 
per Paula Robinson's 

request. 

    

     
Explanatory 

Memorandum: 
    

 Prepared By:    
 Approved By:    

 
11:30 A.M. Chairman Watne is to attend a Meeting with Homer Myer 

 
 2:00 P.M. Chairman Watne is to attend the Board of Health Meeting at Earl Bennett Building (til 4) 
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on February 28, 2003.   
 
 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2003 
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The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Watne, Commissioners Gipe and 
Hall, and Clerk Robinson were present.  
 
 No Meetings Scheduled 
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on March 3, 2003.    
 
 The following are the claims for the month of February, 2003: 
 
     VENDOR NAME                      DESCRIPTION                    AMOUNT 
----------------------------------- -------------------------  ------------- 
AAA MEDIA INC                       TAPE CARTRIDGES                  $438.25 
ABC COPIERS                         JAN 03 RENT/COPIER               $589.13 
ABOUTMONTANA.NET INC                HOST WEB SITE 12/1/02-11/        $226.00 
ACCESS CARDIOSYSTEMS                1 QED-AM ENG-ENG KEYPAD &      $1,295.00 
ACCURATE FIRE SYSTEMS LTD           SRV 18 FIRE EXTINGUISHERS        $216.05 
ACTION LEVY FUND                    GARNISH/KEMP, BETTY              $375.65 
ADAM, CONRAD W                      FEB 03 RENT/1108 S MAIN        $4,400.00 
ADVANCED REFRIGERATION & APPLIANCE  COFFEE MAKER, CAN OPENER,        $255.50 
ADVANCED RESTAURANT SUPPLY INC      USED TELESCOPING COVER            $25.00 
ALA/BOOKLIST                        1 YR RENEWAL                      $79.95 
ALL CREATURES VETERINARY CLINIC     ANESTHESIA/3 CATS & SUPPL        $105.00 
ALLIANCE TITLE & EXCROW CORP        TITLE RESRCH/OWNERS PREMI        $219.00 
ALLISON, ROBERT B                   CHIEF PUB DEF/JAN 2003         $6,340.01 
ALPINE ANIMAL HOSPITAL              NEUTER/ZINN                       $50.00 
ALPINE BUSINESS CENTER              MARCH 2003 RENT/AOA            $1,900.00 
AM-COM INC                          VHF RADIO                        $268.95 
AMAZON.COM CREDIT                   LIBRARY MATERIALS                 $42.93 
AMERICAN CARPET CENTER              CARPET/COURTHOUSE              $2,683.68 
AMERICAN JAIL ASSOCIATION           AJA MEMBERSHIP                   $300.00 
AMERICAN PRINTING INC               3000 IMMUNIZATION POST CA        $174.63 
AMERICAN RED CROSS                  CPR TRNG/OWENS, AUSTIN           $195.50 
AMES, TODD                          PERDIEM/11 TRANSPORTS-JAN        $113.00 
ANACOMP                             MICROFICHE/JAN 2003               $31.28 
ANATOMICAL CHART COMPANY            MIRACLE OF LIFE VIDEO, DV         $48.85 
ANFENSON, KELSEY                    OFFICIATE/WLH 02/01              $137.50 
ANFENSON, MOLLY                     OFFICIATE/4 WLH GAMES             $30.00 
ANIMAL CLINIC                       EXAM INJ STRAY DOG                $54.00 
ANYTIME LOCK & SAFE                 4 KJEYS                          $751.95 
ARCHITECTS DESIGN GROUP             SPACE NEEDS ASSESSMENT         $4,680.00 
ARMOR HOLDINGS FORENSICS INC        INK REMOVAL TOWELETTE, PO         $54.04 
ARROW WELDING SERVICE               WELD CHAIR/CFALLS LIB             $15.00 
ASSOCIATED BUSINESS SYSTEMS INC     200 LCJ-2 TRUST ACCOUNT C        $117.27 
AT&T CABLE SERVICES                 PROBATE/DIONNE, WILMER            $49.62 
ATKINSON, JIM                       COOKIES/SR HM REPAIR MTG         $196.30 
ATTARD, JOHN S                      JUROR FEES                        $74.48 
AVENTIS PASTEUR                     1 TUBERSOL, 2 MENOMUNE         $1,134.44 
BAKER, PATRICIA K                   JUROR FEES                        $54.32 
BAKER, SCOTT & BARBARA              MOTOR VEHICLE REFUND              $20.00 
BANGEMAN, DANIEL                    7 GRWTH PLCY MTG MILES/LA         $24.84 
BARNES & NOBLE                      5 HIGH FIVES                      $87.95 
BARTLETT, JAMES C                   PROBATE/DIONNE, WILMER-AT        $100.00 
BARTON, WENDY  RD                   12 SUPRT GRP MILES 11/12           $6.54 
BAUMBACHS SIGN CO                   20 MAGNETIC DOOR SIGNS           $400.00 
BECKER, DEBORAH A                   JUROR FEES                        $28.56 
BEEDE, WILLIAM R                    PLOW ESSEX SITE/JAN 23-31         $60.00 
BELL, ALFRED S                      JUROR FEES                        $14.16 
BELL, GERALD R                      JUROR FEES                        $37.20 
BENNETT, LANE K                     PUB DEF SRVS/HALF-JAN 200      $5,796.90 
BENTON CO SHERIFF                   SRV PAPERS/HALSETH, TERRY         $32.40 
BERKE, BILL B                       REDEMP R-976                   $4,555.02 
BERNA PRODUCTS CORP                 30 VIVOTIF TYPHOID VACCIN        $840.00 
BFI WASTE SYSTEMS OF NORTH AMERICA  PU GARBAGE/FEB 03                 $20.00 
BIG MOUNTAIN EYE CARE               EXAM/GUNN, WILLIAM               $197.00 
BIGFORK SENIOR CITIZENS             FEB 03 SITE MANAGEMENT           $300.00 
BIGFORK WATER/SEWER DISTRICT        RESTROOMS/SLITERS 12/18/0         $33.45 
BILLINGS GAZETTE                    PROPOSALS/RIVER RD PATH 1        $417.30 
BIRKY, DR. PERRY                    DR/MCMASTERS, JANE               $142.00 
BLACKFOOT COMMUNICATIONS            CELL CHARGES/FEB 03              $328.19 
BLACKTAIL REFRIGERATION             YRLY STEAMER SERVICE             $125.11 
BLISS CYCLE SALES INC               STD PISTON, PISTON PIN, R        $107.25 
BOARDMAN, KARI L                    JUROR FEES                        $33.60 
BOB BARKER CO INC                   MAXITHINS, TAMPONS               $133.12 
BOEHM, MARTY                        EMS COOR/FEB 16-25, 51 HR      $3,220.00 
BOISE CASCADE OFFICE PRODUCTS       BINDERS, MARKERS, POSTITS         $86.03 
BOLSTERS TOWING INC                 TOW '96 JEEP GRAND CHEROK        $245.00 
BORN, CHARLES                       SITE ATTENDANT/FEB 03-COR        $200.00 
BRASS & BULLETS                     1000 CCI 500 PRIMERS              $15.00 
BRAULICK, DENNIS W                  MOTOR VEHICLE REFUND              $15.37 
BRAUNBERGER, JEFFREY A              JUROR FEES                        $51.44 
BRYAN A STIRRAT & ASSOCIATES INC    PROF SRVS/PHASE 19             $6,010.97 
BRYAN, JOHN & SYLVIA M              MOTOR VEHICLE REFUND              $32.50 
BUCHANAN, HARRY                     264 AOA MILES/NOV 2002            $71.28 
BUFFALO HILL FUNERAL HOME           BURIAL/EVANS, ARVIS D          $2,850.00 
BURNHAM, DAVID P                    JUROR FEES                        $26.40 
BURTON, JAMES H.                    38.5 HRS SURVEYING FEB 1-      $1,805.50 
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BUZZELL, ROBERT RUSSELL             2002/MH PD T161610                $75.86 
C SPECIALTIES                       100 CAT BOXES                    $208.50 
C&H DISTRIBUTORS INC                10X3.5" TIRES                     $44.99 
CAIN, CHRISTINE                     REFUND DBLE PYMT                  $19.73 
CAMPBELL, RAEANN                    24 WORK MILES/FEB 4-6            $211.43 
CARDINAL DISCOUNT SUPPLY INC        2 TAPE MEASURES                  $445.70 
CARDINAL TRUE VALUE                 8 OUTLET POWER CENTER             $15.98 
CARQUEST                            MODULE, CIRCUIT BREAKERS       $2,490.33 
CARTER, MYRTLE                      45 RSVP MILES/OCT-DEC 200         $12.15 
CE CONRAD MEMORIAL CEMETERY ASSOC   STONE/BAUER, JAMES M              $70.00 
CELLULAR ONE                        CELL PHONE CHARGES/JAN 20         $20.83 
CELLULAR ONE                        CELL PHONE                        $89.98 
CELLULAR ONE                        CELL PHONE CHARGES               $147.57 
CELLULAR ONE                        CELL PHONE                       $124.00 
CELLULAR ONE                        CELL CHARGES/GIPE              $2,062.36 
CENEX SUPPLY & MARKETING, INC       REPAIR SNOW MOBILE               $823.18 
CENTURYTEL                          PHONE CHARGES/DIGITRX         $13,779.82 
CHECK ALERT                         GARNISH/KEMP, BETTY              $147.09 
CHIEF SUPPLY CORPORATION            BATTERIES                        $218.87 
CHILD SUPPORT DIVISION              CHLD SUP/NELSON, SHAYNE A        $631.44 
CHILI O'BRIENS                      MEALCARD/JORGENSON, VICTO        $450.00 
CITY MOTOR INC                      TRANSMISSION, FRT                 $30.30 
CITY SERVICE CENTER                 RYKON PREMIUM OIL ISO32        $9,770.46 
CIVIC RESEARCH INSTITUE, INC.       2003 SUPPLEMENT/MENTAL DI         $89.95 
CIVIL AIR PATROL MAGAZINE           1 YR RENEWAL/WINGSPAN             $50.00 
CLARK, JEFFREY C                    JUROR FEES                        $19.20 
COFFIN, SCOTT                       REFEREE/2 M BBALL CFALLS          $40.00 
COLE, IVA                           342 AOA MILES/JAN 2003            $92.34 
COLONIAL LIFE AND ACCIDENT INS CO   PREMIUM                          $147.00 
COLUMBIA CONTAINERS                 RENT CONTAINER/JAN 2003           $75.00 
COLUMBIA FALLS CLINIC               LIVER TEST/GARWOOD, D             $10.00 
COLUMBIA MORTUARY                   BURIAL/PARDUE, EDWARD JAM        $500.00 
COLUMBIA PAINT & COATINGS           PRIMER SEALER                    $285.56 
COMFORT INN                         ROOM/OLSON, RAY                  $364.00 
COMM SHOP                           QUALCOMM TRI-MODE MOBILE       $2,470.93 
COMMISSIONER OF POLITICAL PRACTICES LOBBYIST LIC/SANDERSON, F        $150.00 
COMPUTRITION INC                    FOM MENU EXPRESS, LIC, ET        $626.00 
COMSTOR                             MICROFICHE/JAN 2003               $30.04 
CONRAD, CHARLES                     28.4 AOA MILES/JAN 2003            $7.67 
CONSOLIDATED ELECTRICAL DIST        MOTOR SWITCH/WELDER               $69.70 
CORAY-LUDDEN, ME LEE                CASH BAL/SEE #03-10701            $54.85 
CORPORATE EXPRESS                   1 SHEARS/BENT                    $579.71 
CORRAO, MARY A                      MOTOR VEHICLE REFUND              $65.00 
COSNER COMTECH INC                  CONNECTORS, REDUCERS, ETC         $34.25 
COSTCO WHOLESALE                    SODA, CANDY, BUNS, COFFEE        $435.47 
COUNTRYSIDE ANIMAL CLINIC           NEUTER/ALBRECHT                  $782.96 
COWAN, SHAWN                        JUROR FEES                        $22.80 
CRAWFORD SUPPLY CO                  RETURN CHESS & CHECKER SE        $170.64 
CREDIT BUREAU OF KALISPELL          PROBATE/DIONNE, WILMER           $329.92 
CRESCENT ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO         GE 48" FLUOR LAMP, ETC           $551.91 
CRESTLINE CO INC                    1000 BIC CLIC PENS               $368.28 
CROWLEY, HAUGHEY, HANSON, TOOLE &   2002 EAGLE TRANSIT NEGO 1        $712.50 
CROWN ENTERPRISES INC               3 BASKETBALLS                     $53.98 
CULLIGAN WATER                      3 CASES WATER                  $1,608.50 
CUMMINGS, CHARLES                   JUROR FEES                        $12.00 
CURTISS, ROBERT                     PERDIEM/JAN 03-3 TRANSPOR         $22.00 
CUSTODIAL WESTERN CASCADE SUPPLY    CARPETWIN VACUUM               $1,739.32 
DAILY INTERLAKE                     JOB AD/DIETARY AIDE/PREP/      $2,134.66 
DALEN'S DIESEL SERVICES LLC         VALVE COVER, SPRING ASSEM      $1,470.16 
DAMMEL, TEREAL                      PERDIEM/MSLA-BIOTERRORISM         $24.00 
DAVEY, AMANDA                       SCOREKPR/3 MN BBALL/CFALL         $90.00 
DAVIS PIPE & MACHINERY              3" CLOSE (2)                      $20.64 
DAVIS, KEITH E                      JUROR FEES                        $52.88 
DAY RIDER, MARTHA                   RN/BRWNG-FEB 2-8, 2003 29        $531.00 
DE RUSHA, JAY                       JUROR FEES                        $22.80 
DEGELE, ROBERT G                    JUROR FEES                        $12.00 
DELL MARKETING LP                   2 DIMENSION 8250 SERIES P     $43,366.00 
DEMCO                               5 PKG/100 @-INTERLIB LOAN         $86.51 
DEPRATU FORD                        REPLACE STARTER, ETC             $991.35 
DEPT OF ADMINISTRATION              SUMMITNET WEBSITE CHARGES        $110.00 
DEPT OF AGRICULTURE                 APPL FEE/SCHOMER, BRUCE          $590.00 
DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY       WATER QLTY FEES                  $100.00 
DEPT OF JUSTICE                     AUTOPSY/TREBAS, LISA             $500.00 
DEPT OF PUBLIC HEALTH & HUMAN SRVS  BLOOD LEAD SCREEN                $635.43 
DEPT OF REVENUE                     STATE WITHHOLDING             $39,027.39 
DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION              RENT MARION SITE               $1,000.00 
DEROSIA, CAROLINE                   REFUND DBLE PYMT                  $52.50 
DIVERSEY LEVER INC                  SOLENIOD KIT-D/W                  $76.43 
DIVERSIFIED COLLECTION SERVICES INC GARNISH/SMITH, RE' RICHAR        $245.69 
DOLPHIN CAPITAL CORP                COPIER LEASE PYMT #44, IN        $187.64 
DRURY, NOEL MD                      MH:BARGER, DAVID 2/10/03-        $272.00 
DUNCAN, AVA                         28 AOA MILES/JAN 2003              $7.56 
DUPONT, JAMES                       ADV PERDIEM/LAS VEGAS-WSS        $157.50 
DUROS, LAURA LEE                    CHILD SUPPORT                    $261.00 
DUSING, PADY CNM                    DR/MCMASTERS, JANE               $142.00 
DUVAL, JAMES J & CAROL A            MOTOR VEHICLE REFUND              $28.75 
DYMACOL                             PROBATE/DIONNE, WILMER             $7.14 
EBERHART, DAVID D                   JUROR FEES                        $70.16 
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EISINGER MOTORS                     REPL BRGS IN DIFFERENTIAL      $1,747.30 
ELLIOTT SALES CORP                  1000 MAGNET BUSINESS CARD        $189.99 
EMERSON, RICHARD                    PERDIEM/HELENA-DRIVING SC         $41.00 
ENGRAVER LLC, THE                   STAMPS                            $34.50 
EQUIFAX                             BACKGROUND REPORTS                $20.00 
EQUIFAX CITY DIRECTORY              KALISPEL CITY DIRECTORY          $189.00 
EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY    EQUIVEST PREM #729435001       $2,390.00 
ESLICK, REBEKAH                     RENTAL CAR/HELENA-ARMA MT         $85.42 
ETR ASSOCIATES                      350 VARIOUS SEX INFO BROC        $123.20 
EVERGREEN ANIMAL HOSPITAL           NEUTER/MORTON                     $30.00 
EVERGREEN DISPOSAL INC              GARBAGE PU/JAN 2003 (325         $302.85 
EXPRESS SERVICES INC                TEMP/JONES, BRIAN D 1/26/        $135.98 
FAMILIAN NORTHWEST INC              BLACK NIPPLES, STD BLK UN         $28.63 
FARMERS BROTHERS CO                 COFFEE                            $22.50 
FAULKNER, ROBERT F                  JUROR FEES                        $19.20 
FAUSKE, PETE                        81 AOA MILES/JAN 2003             $21.87 
FEDERAL EXPRESS CORP                FEDEX TO BRYAN A STIRRAT         $116.40 
FERN, TAMA L                        PERDIEM/MSLA-SMALL POX TR         $53.60 
FICKLER OIL COMPANY INC             GAS-JAN 2003/TRANSPORTS          $136.09 
FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEMS INC        ADAPTER, ETHERNET 10/100         $181.40 
FIRST INTERSTATE BANK TRUSTEE       INS PYMT/RETIRESS, COBRA,    $164,718.00 
FISHER, COURTNEY ELIZABETH          OFFICIATE/5 WLH 2/22/03          $250.00 
FISHER, SUSIE                       CHILD SUPPORT/DR-02-079        $1,061.52 
FISTER, NICK                        PERDIEM/HELENA-FRNTWHL DR         $41.00 
FLANAGAN, MICHAEL                   135 AOA MILES/JAN 2003            $36.45 
FLATHEAD ANIMAL CLINIC              NEUTER/RUTH-SHELDON               $10.00 
FLATHEAD BUSINESS JOURNAL           1 YR RENEWAL/CFALLS               $24.00 
FLATHEAD CARE                       PARTIAL $/VIDEOS-'CELEBRA        $100.00 
FLATHEAD CO ATTORNEY                REIM/PYMT-CARPENTER, BRAN         $50.00 
FLATHEAD CO CLERK & RECORDER        BANK FEE/SRV CHARG               $119.11 
FLATHEAD CO CLERK OF COURT          FILE PR PAPERS/BESANCON,         $570.00 
FLATHEAD CO DEPUTY SHERIFF ASSOC    UNION DUES                       $370.00 
FLATHEAD CO PEER COURT              2ND QTR SRVS/JAN-MAR 2003      $6,572.75 
FLATHEAD CO SHERIFFS ASSN           UNION DUES                       $560.00 
FLATHEAD CREDIT UNION               CREDIT UNION DEDUC            $25,977.26 
FLATHEAD ELECTRIC CO-OP             EVERGREEN LIGHT DIST #3       $29,361.23 
FLATHEAD JANITORIAL & RUG SERVICE   CLEAN BLUE BLDG/FEB 03         $1,105.00 
FLATHEAD NEWSPAPER GROUP            PROPOSALS/RIVER RD PATH 1         $96.00 
FLATHEAD TRAVEL SERVICE INC         AIRFARE/HALL, GARY             $2,234.98 
FLATHEAD VALLEY CHEMICAL DEP CLINIC SALARY/RAVICHER-JAN 03         $9,688.05 
FLATHEAD VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE   REGIST/BISHOP-MOUS LEVEL         $132.00 
FLEET INDUSTRIES                    4-100 W HALOGEN LIGHT BAR        $390.90 
FOLEY, STEVEN G                     HAZMAT RFSR INSTRUCTOR FE      $2,500.00 
FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA            FOOD                           $8,996.17 
FORD, DEBORAH SUSAN                 457 OUTRCH MILES/JAN 2003        $164.52 
FORDEN, KATHRYN                     REIM/4 GEL MAX BLUE PEN P        $473.95 
FOUNTAIN, JUDITH A                  JUROR FEES                        $70.16 
GALL'S INC                          SEAT ORGANIZERS                  $803.32 
GALLAGHER, PATTI R                  PERDIEM/SAN DIEGO-OBESITY        $608.72 
GASES PLUS                          2 AXIAL BLOWERS W/CANISTE      $1,058.00 
GATES, JUNELL S                     JUROR FEES                        $19.20 
GAYLORD BROTHERS                    1 BOOK TRUCK/CART                $152.96 
GEBHART, LAURA                      76 WORK MILES/TEG CLASS C         $27.36 
GENERAL ELECTRIC CAPITAL            COPIER LEASE PYMT                $458.92 
GENERAL SHEET METAL INC             SEISMIC STRAPS/ADD'L H20          $19.00 
GILMORE, ROBERTA                    JUROR FEES                        $23.52 
GIPE, HOWARD W                      PERDIEM/HELENA-MACO CONF         $264.00 
GLACIER ANIMAL HOSPITAL             SPAY/BISHOP                       $20.00 
GLACIER BANK FSB                    JAN 03 INTEREST                $3,768.00 
GLACIER GOLD                        2002/REMOD-IND CORRECTION      $2,389.82 
GLACIER OPTICIANS                   EXAM/SAFETY LENSES                $77.00 
GLACIER PRE-CAST CONCRETE           10 MEDIAN BARRIERS/FUEL I      $1,600.00 
GLACIER WHOLESALERS INC             ZIPLOCK BAGS                     $194.72 
GLAXOSMITHKLINE                     20 ENGERIX-B                   $2,425.00 
GLAZIER, TODD                       24.3 HRS LGL SRVS/JAN 200        $972.00 
GLOBALSTAR USA LLC                  CELL ACTIVATION, ETC/JAN         $132.31 
GOLD RUSH CLOTHING COMPANY          16 JERSEYS W/NUMBERS (PAR        $128.00 
GOLDEN ENGINEERING INC              X-RAY SYSTEM, 2 BATTERIES      $5,990.00 
GOOD, STORMY R                      JUROR FEES                        $71.60 
GRAHAM, DAVID                       JUROR FEES                        $19.20 
GRANRUD, KEITH                      GRANRUD BENEFICIARY           $13,356.43 
GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE                 PROPOSALS/FARM TO MARKET          $98.00 
GREEN, CHAD                         REFEREE/2 GIRLS BBALL 2/1         $35.00 
GRESS, ROCKY                        PLOW OLNEY SITE 1/23/03          $100.00 
GROSS, STANLEY C                    JUROR FEES                        $13.80 
GUTIERREZ-FALLA, EDUARDO            PUB DEF SRVS/FULL & HALF-     $17,390.66 
GWIN, BARBARA                       24 AOA MILES/JAN 2003              $6.48 
H&H BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC           COPIER MAINTENACE                 $40.75 
H&H EXPRESS                         FREIGHT HYD SWIVEL                $80.32 
HACK, RUTH E                        220 AOA MILES/JAN 2003            $59.40 
HAGEN, JEFF                         JUROR FEES                        $17.76 
HAGESTAD, MICK                      REFEREE/2 W BBALL 2/16/03         $40.00 
HALL, GARY D                        PERDIEM/HELENA-HB511 2/13        $267.58 
HANDS ON INC                        3 WORK SHIRTS                     $88.00 
HANNON, KEITH                       ADV PERDIEM/KENT WA-FINGE        $162.50 
HANSON, ERNEST & MARIE              MOTOR VEHICLE REFUND              $25.00 
HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS                CART/200LB CAPACITY               $31.19 
HARTSOCH, DOROTHY                   SITE ATTENDANT/FEB 03-CRE        $300.00 
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HAWLEY, JAMES & PATRICIA            REFUND/NON-DEGRADATION FE        $280.00 
HEALTH EDUCATION ASSOCIATES INC     8 FEEDING CUES PAD               $135.75 
HEDMAN, ASA & GILMAN REPORTING INC  DEPOSITIONS/MATTER DBA BO        $206.25 
HEDSTROM, WILLIAM H                 JUROR FEES                        $13.44 
HELENA INDEPENDENT RECORD           PROPOSALS/RIVER RD PATH 1        $106.00 
HELGESON, DELLA                     40 AOA MILES/JAN 2003             $10.80 
HELLO DIRECT, INC                   5 PANASONIC 2L W/CRDLS UL      $1,152.14 
HENDRICKS, MELISSA                  REFUND DBLE PYMT                  $69.44 
HERMAN, BEAU J                      CLOTHING ALLOWANCE/PT            $300.00 
HESTER, DENNIS J                    MOTEL/MSLA                       $159.40 
HETEROCHAT                          REGIST/WESTWOOD, B                $20.00 
HILL BROTHERS AUTOBODY/24HR TOWING  TOW '87 FORD TAURUS 2/19/         $73.00 
HINCHEY, JULIANNE B                 2.2 HRS LGL SRVS/BOYD, ST        $464.00 
HINES, DON                          30 GRWTH PLCY MTG MILES/L         $10.80 
HINES, THOMAS                       9 AOA MILES/JAN 2003               $2.43 
HO MOTOR SUPPLY                     SPRAYWAY                         $974.16 
HOGAN, JEANNE                       170 CLNC MILES/JAN 9-30,          $61.20 
HOLBACK, MARY                       34HRS FILING SRVS/JAN 13-        $255.00 
HOLBACK, TED                        45 RSVP MILES/DEC 2002            $12.15 
HOLBROOK, VICKI                     20 MILES/HLTH FAIR-SOMERS          $7.20 
HOLIDAY INN                         2 NIGHTS/SCHLEPP, L              $114.40 
HOME DEPOT                          WATER HEATER, SINK, FAUCE      $1,239.91 
HOUSE OF CLEAN                      DETERGENT, CLEANERS              $324.90 
HOWLAND, MIKE                       PLOW CRESTON SITE 1/23/02         $70.00 
HULLA, WES                          REIM/ELEC HOT WATER HEATE        $316.66 
HUNGRY HORSE PRINTING               40000 RECORDING SLIPS            $159.50 
HUTTON, WILLIAM DAVID               PERDIEM/2 TRANSPORTS-JAN          $22.00 
IAFE ZONE 7 & 8                     REGIST/SCOTT, GERALD   IA        $125.00 
IKON OFFICE SOLUTIONS               COPIER MAINT/FEB 03-IMAGE        $149.14 
INDUSTRIAL COMMUNICATIONS & ELEC    911 RADIO STATION 4TH DIS     $17,462.00 
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES             LIBRARY MATERIALS             $15,416.30 
INLAND TRUCK PARTS COMPANY          SR-4 VALVE, CORE, FRT            $106.66 
INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO                 1 'IDITAROD: A FAR DISTAN         $44.95 
INSTY PRINTS                        1 REAM COVER STOCK                $16.85 
INTERMOUNTAIN ADMINISTRATORS INC    FLEX CHILD CARE DEDUC         $17,799.82 
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF OP ENGINEERS UNION DUES                     $2,150.25 
INTERSTATE ALARM INC                MONITOR ALARM MAR-MAY, 20         $90.00 
INTERSTATE BRANDS CORPORATION       BREAD, HOST APPLE PIES           $907.81 
INTERSTATE COMPANIES INC            FILTER, FRT                    $1,722.39 
J&M TRANSPORATION SERVICE           FREIGHT BOX OF PARTS               $7.00 
JACKOLA, THOR A                     JUROR FEES                        $12.72 
JACKSON, BETTY A                    JUROR FEES                        $78.80 
JANITORS WORLD                      10 BOXES GLOVES/LATEX            $133.69 
JASON GROUP, THE                    INTERFACE/CML-E911 SYSTEM      $5,000.00 
JC PENNEY COMPANY                   20-$20 GIFT CARDS/FAS INT        $400.00 
JERICHO SECRETARIAL SERVICE         TRANSCRIPTS/GAYNOR, J            $528.70 
JOHNSON MORTUARY                    INDG BURIAL/KNAPP, MINDY       $2,600.00 
JOHNSON, CASH                       REFEREE/2 ADLT BBALL             $140.00 
JOHNSON, CHARLES E.                 PERDIEM/HELENA-RISK MNGMN         $95.00 
JONES & BARTLETT PUBLISHERS         EMTB MATERIALS, ETC            $1,025.54 
JONES JR, EDWARD                    JUROR FEES                        $78.80 
JONES, CHRIS                        3 ADULT BBALL/CFALLS             $120.00 
JONES, LADD L                       REFEREE/3 MN BBALL/CFALLS        $140.00 
JOURNEYWORKS PUBLISHING             100 HEP B&C, 100 TATTOOS,         $63.80 
JUNGE, CHARLES R                    JUROR FEES                        $12.72 
K&J AUTO PARTS INC                  ANTIFREEZE                        $57.91 
KALISPELL ALIGNMENT & AUTO REPAIR   REPL FRNT BRKS, SHOCKS, E        $682.70 
KALISPELL AUTO PARTS                4 BATTERY TERMINALS            $2,742.76 
KALISPELL CAT CLINIC                SPAY/DEMOTT                       $90.00 
KALISPELL CITY                      WATER/SEWER 1020 S MAIN 1     $19,114.86 
KALISPELL COPY & BLUE INC           7 STAEDLER MARSAMAGNO             $90.93 
KALISPELL COPY & BLUE INC           LAMINATE X 4                      $80.98 
KALISPELL REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER   MH:RADABAH, ROGER 2/3/03-      $7,845.17 
KALISPELL SENIOR CENTER             FEB 03 SITE MANAGEMENT           $500.00 
KALISPELL STAMP & SEAL WORKS        3 LINE STAMP                      $12.55 
KAMAN INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGIES       HYDRAULIC MOTOR, FRT             $191.11 
KAR PRODUCTS                        HOSE FITTINGS, COUPLING,         $261.78 
KARI DODGE CHRYSLER PLYMOUTH HYUNDA MOTOR                            $327.60 
KEEFE SUPPLY CO                     INDIGENT KITS                  $1,190.00 
KELLER, JAMES                       REIM 83% HEADSET TELEPHON         $79.99 
KELLY'S HAULAWAY                    JAN 03 HANDLING FEES           $3,327.83 
KEMP, BETTY                         REFUND/ERROR PP#4-GARNISH         $82.49 
KENWORTH SALES MISSOULA             STEERING SHAFT                   $316.48 
KLINGER, WILLIAM M                  MOTOR VEHICLE REFUND               $5.50 
KMART PHARMACY #7030                DEC 02 RX/JUV DETENT           $4,104.16 
KMART 7030                          ANTACID                          $870.37 
KONOPATZKE, CONNIE                  JUROR FEES                        $22.80 
KRAUS, RITA                         60.6 MILES 2/6/03                 $33.99 
LABCORP                             HIV-1 RNA BY PCR/RYAN WHI         $49.96 
LABORERS' LOCAL NO. 1334            UNION DUES                       $390.50 
LACTATION CONSULTANTS OF N CAROLINA REPRINT PERMISSION/BRSTFD        $100.00 
LAIDLAW IV, JAMES T                 AHA BLS HLTH INSTRUCTOR S         $75.00 
LAIRD, DOROTHY P                    86.7 MILES 1/30/03               $194.54 
LAISY, WAYNE                        308 AOA MILES/JAN 2003            $83.16 
LAKE CO 4-H COUNCIL                 10 SWEATSHIRTS/LEADER TRA         $61.00 
LAKESIDE BAPTIST CHURCH             FEB 03 SITE MANAGEMENT           $300.00 
LAMB, MARY L                        REIM/STORAGE BOXES                $13.82 
LANCER LTD                          1-2003 CPT, ICDP, HCPC           $291.68 



 
 INV - 28 

LAND & WATER CONSULTING INC         HYDRO/PETRO REMEDIATION 1     $13,409.51 
LANKTREE GLASS                      5-39 5/8"X38 1/4" SAFETY       $2,662.30 
LARSEN, JEFF                        40 FC PLAN BRD MTG MILES         $154.40 
LASALLE AUTOMOTIVE                  REPAIR STARTER                    $83.65 
LASALLE TOOL                        1 BX CHARGES, 1 BX 2 1/2"         $12.00 
LAVADURE, JOSEPH                    BURIAL BENEFIT                   $250.00 
LAWRENCE, PAULETTE                  PROVIDER/GRWGUP WRKSHP FE        $649.54 
LAWSON PRODUCTS, INC.               LOCK NUTS, PINS, ETC           $4,223.36 
LC STAFFING SERVICE                 LUCHT, PHYLLIS ELAINE 02/      $1,871.21 
LEE, DOMINIC KEITH                  48 HRS OUTRCH SRVS/FEB 9-        $957.48 
LEWIS CO SHERIFFS OFFICE            SRV PAPERS/DAUGHERTY, DAN         $22.00 
LIBBY DRUG                          RX #888754                       $167.25 
LIBRARY STORE INC, THE              2 PK AUDIO CASSETTE HOLDE        $140.00 
LIBRARY VIDEO COMPANY               LIBRARY MATERIALS                $157.04 
LIFE-ASSIST INC                     ENDO TUBES, NEEDLE SETS,       $1,225.73 
LINNE', LARRY                       32 GRWTH PLCY MTG MILES/L         $11.52 
LITTLE, AMBER                       JUROR FEES                        $71.60 
LONNEVIK LAW FIRM PC                PUB DEF SRVS/HALF-JAN 200      $2,898.45 
LOOSE ENDS UPHOLSTERY               FOAM PAD                         $125.00 
LORMAN EDUCATION SERVICES           REGIST/SHERWOOD, ELIZABET        $259.00 
LOVERING, JENNIFER J                JUROR FEES                        $67.28 
LOYD, MARK A                        JUROR FEES                        $26.40 
LUFT, RAY & THERESA M               MOTOR VEHICLE REFUND              $10.00 
LUGER-CASSIDY, KATE                 REIM/MOTIVATIONAL PICTURE         $60.00 
M&M COMMUNICATIONS INC              5 WATT 32 CHANNEL PORTABL        $848.50 
MAADE                               REGIST/HOGAN, JEANNE 4/11         $90.00 
MAHUGH CONSULTING SERVICES LLC      13HRS/FIRE CONSULTING-TAX        $650.00 
MAIL BOXES ETC.                     RETURN VIDEOS/WIC-TV STAT         $90.53 
MAILCODE                            INK, PULLEY COVER, BELT          $140.58 
MALMBERG, MICHAEL J                 JUROR FEES                        $30.00 
MALSON, CALVIN                      112 RSVP MILES/OCT-DEC 20         $30.24 
MARION AMBULANCE SERVICE            3HRS STANDBY-STRUCTURE FI        $660.00 
MARTIN, JOHN                        REFEREE/4 WMN BBALL 2/2 &        $160.00 
MARTY'S CAR AUDIO                   JENSEN CR225X SHAFT CASSE         $79.99 
MARVIN, SHIRLEY                     CLEANING SRVS/FEB 16-28,         $600.00 
MAST, MYRON                         40 GRWTH PLCY MTG MILES/S         $43.20 
MASTERCARD                          TAPE, RULERS, AEROSOL HAI      $1,610.91 
MAYS, CHRISTINE                     178 MILES ROUNDTRIP TO TE         $87.08 
MC ANALLY, SUSAN J                  JUROR FEES                        $12.00 
MC CRACKEN, BRANDIE LEE             JUROR FEES                        $18.48 
MC FADDEN, LEROY JAY                JUROR FEES                        $23.52 
MC GREGOR, JACKIE                   JUROR FEES                        $22.80 
MC NEIL, PATRICK M                  JUROR FEES                        $65.84 
MCDOWELL HEATING                    1500 BTU HEATER/VENT PIPE      $1,600.00 
MCELROY & WILKEN INC.               RENT LOWBOY                      $177.92 
MDM SUPPLY COMPANY                  B-50-A HANDLE REP KIT            $323.01 
MEADOW GOLD DAIRIES INC             VIVA, BTR                        $768.88 
MEADOW MANOR INC                    RENT LOT/FEB 03-PRIV INDV        $235.00 
MEDICAL ARTS PHARMACY               RX #509495                        $47.20 
MERRILL, DARRELL & JOYCE            REIM/OVRPYMNT-IMMUNIZATIO        $100.00 
MEYER, JULIE MARIE                  PERDIEM/MSLA-BIOTERRORISM         $53.60 
MICHAELS CONVENIENCE STORE          WASH VEH #1274                     $9.00 
MICHELS, MARSHA                     CLOTHING ALLOWANCE/FEB-JU        $156.25 
MICROFILM SERVICE OF MONTANA INC    TIFF MICROFILM CONVERSION      $4,031.49 
MID AMERICAN RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP COOL WAVE-METERED                $100.64 
MIDWAY MOTORS                       2000 DODGE DURANGO            $19,300.00 
MIDWEST CANCER SCREENING            122 PAPS/JAN 2003              $1,113.25 
MIELKE, JEFF                        REIM/ELEC-JAN 2003                $45.84 
MILHEIM, SONYA HARDER               REIM/PORTFOLIO                    $39.99 
MILLER, MARY L                      JUROR FEES                        $12.00 
MILLER, ROBERT R                    JUROR FEES                        $58.64 
MILLS, DONALD                       PLOW BFORK SITE 2/4/03           $375.00 
MISSOULA TRUCK SALES INC            EXTENSION                        $286.90 
MOBILE SATELLITE VENTURES LP        SATELLITE PHONE/JAN 2003          $46.35 
MOBILFONE                           PAGER CHARGES                    $255.69 
MONARCH PHARMACEUTICALS             10 NORDETTE-28 TAB               $967.75 
MONTANA ASSN OF CO CLERK & RECORDER 2003 DUES/C&R-ELECTION           $500.00 
MONTANA ASSN OF COUNTIES            MAINT DEDUC/WINDSHIELD-OW        $245.00 
MONTANA ASSN OF PLANNERS            MEMB DUES/SANDERSON, FORR        $330.00 
MONTANA BUREAU OF MINES & GEOLOGY   1 CALENDAR                         $7.50 
MONTANA CJIS BUREAU                 BCKGRND/LADD, SUSEN                $8.00 
MONTANA CO ATTORNEYS ASSOCIATION    MEMB DUES/CORRIGAN, ED           $600.00 
MONTANA CORRECTIONAL ENTERPRISES    DESK LEG RISERS                  $852.08 
MONTANA CSED                        CHLD SUP/LEE, DOMINIC K           $89.52 
MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL LAB LLC       1 MOLD SPORE TEST                $105.00 
MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY          LIBRARY MATERIALS                $166.92 
MONTANA OFFICE SYSTEMS INC          2 MSP 3000 PRINTER IMAGIN        $912.00 
MONTANA OPERATING ENGINEERS         40HR HAZMAT/OLSON                $880.00 
MONTANA POWER COMPANY               PROBATE/DIONNE, WILNER            $13.50 
MONTANA PUBLIC EMPLOYEES ASSN       UNION DUES                       $511.00 
MONTANA PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION   MEMB DUES/STOUT, BONI             $25.00 
MONTANA SCALE COMPANY, INC.         CALIBRATE SCALE                  $247.25 
MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY            JAN 03 SHARE/SALARY-WEATH      $2,378.33 
MONTANA VETERANS HOME               RECLAIM $$/BOLT, EDWARD        $1,117.00 
MONTGOMERY, RICHARD T               ENVIRO HLTH SRVS/01/05-18      $1,275.00 
MOORE MEDICAL CORP                  APAP, ADDAPRIN, ORANYL PL        $360.60 
MORRISON MAIERLE/CSSA               ENG SRVS/HASKILL CREEK BR        $345.00 
MORRISON, JOHNA M                   REGIST/2003 MT ECONOMIC O         $70.00 
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MORSE, BARTON                       JUROR FEES                        $19.20 
MORTON, JASON                       PERDIEM/HELENA-FRNTWHL DR         $41.00 
MOSS, NORMAN E                      JUROR FEES                        $21.36 
MOTICHKA, NEAL ANTHONY              JUROR MILEAGE                     $17.28 
MOUNTAIN PAGING NETWORK INC         ACCESS-1 PAGER                   $194.24 
MOUNTAIN TOWING                     TOW #391                          $40.00 
MSU EXTENTION PUBLICATIONS          34 VARIOUS 4-H MANUALS           $280.75 
MULTI-TECHNICAL SERVICES            EAS ENCODER II SOFTWARE P      $2,251.00 
MURER, DIANNE M                     PERDIEM/HELENA-MACR MTG 2        $248.60 
MWC/VIKING PUMP                     CONTROL BOX 5HP                  $381.00 
NASCO MODESTO                       INFANT TRACH, NEWBORN            $268.61 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES & RECORDS ADMIN   1930 MIRCOFILM MT REEL 11         $34.00 
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ASSN  1 REVIEW MANUAL FOR PUB H         $70.50 
NATIONAL FOREST COUNTIES & SCHOOLS  REGIST/HALL, GARY                $350.00 
NEC SOLUTIONS (AMERICA) INC         LS21 MAINT AGREE APR 2003      $7,444.50 
NEIER, GLEN MORGAN                  PUB DEF SRVS/HALF-FEB 03       $4,617.45 
NEIL CONSULTANTS INC                PROF SRVS/HELENA FLATS BI      $4,161.99 
NELSON, BROOKE                      JUROR FEES                        $50.72 
NEWLON, ADRIENNE H                  REIM/INVITATION ENVELOPES         $15.98 
NEWMAN, DR. MICHAEL M.              H:MAXWELL, SAUNDRA 1/19/0        $185.00 
NIKKI T'S CARPET & RUG SERVICE      CLEAN CARPET/JAN 2003            $400.00 
NIKUNEN, BRUCE                      REFEREE/2 W BBALL-KAL 2/2        $120.00 
NIXON, KRISTINE                     JUROR FEES                        $12.00 
NORCO                               6-9V BATTERIES                 $1,812.13 
NORDTOME, BARBARA                   REIM/3 BOY SCOUT HANDBOOK         $23.97 
NORTH VALLEY HOSPITAL               HOME HLTH PROG/DEC 2002       $64,353.00 
NORTH VALLEY SEARCH & RESCUE        GROUND BEEF/TRAINING MISS        $650.16 
NORTH VALLEY SENIOR CENTER          FEB 03 SITE MANAGEMENT           $525.00 
NORTHSHORE ANIMAL CLINIC            NEUTER/JONES                      $20.00 
NORTHSTAR PRINTING INC              5000 RETURN ADDRESS ENVEL        $449.00 
NORTHWEST FAMILY RECOVERY           SEX OFF EVAL/DAVIS, VERNO      $1,147.50 
NORTHWEST FUEL SYSTEMS              INSTALL FUEL ISLAND            $1,650.00 
NORTHWEST INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY INC     RIDGID, HONCHO CSTRS           $1,165.58 
NORTHWEST MACHINERY INC             O-RINGS, SEAL, BACKUP, ET        $501.97 
NORTHWEST PARTS & RIGGING CO INC    CHAIN                          $4,669.73 
NORTHWEST PIPE FITTINGS INC         PIPE, BUSHING                     $10.71 
NORTHWEST TRUCK REPAIR INC          CORDS                            $681.36 
NORTHWESTERN ENERGY                 GAS POWER                      $7,897.18 
NORVELL, JAMES                      BURIAL BENEFIT                   $250.00 
NOTARY LAW INSTITUTE                MEMB DUES/LENTZ, KAREN            $26.00 
NOZISKA, JOHN R & CONNER, CARLA F   MOTOR VEHICLE REFUND              $14.00 
NUNNALLY, SAMUEL DEAN               JUROR FEES                        $14.16 
OFFICE SOLUTIONS AND SERVICES       SORTER, POCKET FILES, COR      $4,017.75 
OFFICEMAX CREDIT PLAN               CREDIT MEMO                      $979.70 
OGLE, LYNN                          PERDIEM/HELENA-EARTHQUAKE        $118.00 
OHS BODY SHOP                       BAL BODY WORK #7-12              $316.19 
OLD CREAMERY MALL                   FEB RENTAL FEE/TRIBAL            $255.00 
OLE'S COUNTRY STORE                 20-$10 GAS CARDS (FAS INT        $200.00 
OLSEN, RUSSELL                      60 GRWTH PLCY MTG MILES/L         $21.60 
OLSETH, KRISTIN E                   MOTOR VEHICLE REFUND             $242.27 
OLSON, FLORENCE                     SITE ATTENDANT/FEB 03-LAK        $575.00 
OLSON, RAYMOND A                    PERDIEM/HELENA-HAZMAT TRN        $127.00 
OLYMPIA HIAWATHA LLC                REDEMP R-975                   $8,554.10 
ORMEROD, JENNIFER                   MOTOR VEHICLE REFUND             $227.50 
ORTIZ, JOY                          PERDIEM/4 TRANSPORTS-JAN          $63.00 
ORTLEY, JUDGE DAVID M               REIM/2003 LAWYERS DESKBOO         $35.00 
OWENS, CHARLIE                      TRAUMATIC STRESS INSTRUCT        $100.00 
OZZIES DRAIN OIL                    PU 635 GAL USED OIL              $358.50 
PACIFIC STEEL & RECYCLING           3/4X21' SCH 40 BPE               $974.62 
PADGETT, DE WAYNE                   JUROR FEES                        $78.80 
PAGE NORTHWEST                      FEB 03 PAGER CHARGES/DUPO        $699.82 
PALICZ, FRANK                       126 RSVP MILES/OCT-DEC 20         $34.02 
PAOLINI, DANNY J                    JUROR FEES                        $13.44 
PARISH, BRUCE L                     ADV PERDIEM/LAS VEGAS-WSS        $173.50 
PASSMORE, KIRK                      JUROR FEES                        $18.48 
PATHOLOGY ASSN MEDICAL LABORATORIE  JAN 03 MISC TESTS                $448.22 
PAUL, BONNIE                        32 AOA MILES/JAN 2003              $8.64 
PAULSON, JOAN                       PERDIEM/MSLA-SMALL POX TR         $53.60 
PAVLIK ELECTRIC CO INC              MATERIALS/BOLLARD & OUTLE      $1,848.13 
PBS                                 1 'FRONTIER HOUSE' 3 PK          $217.38 
PEARSON CONSTRUCTION                EXCAVATION, CONCRETE, ETC    $135,280.00 
PELTIER, KATHY                      4 WORK MILES/JAN 2003              $1.44 
PENCO POWER PRODUCTS                BLOWER ASSEMBLY                  $408.39 
PENNINGTON CO SHERIFF               SRV PAPERS/MAYER, REX             $20.10 
PEPSI COLA BOTTLING COMPANY         SOFT DRINKS/INMATES              $169.00 
PETERSON ALARM SERVICE              MONITOR ALARM FEB 2002-JA        $600.00 
PETERSON, VICKIE                    HIV IDU SRVS 1/26-2/8, 80      $3,280.00 
PETTY CASH - LIBRARY                TREATS/PATRON APPRECIATIO         $32.03 
PETTY CASH - REFUSE DISPOSAL DIST.  1 ROLL STAMPS                     $42.88 
PETTY CASH - RSVP                   FOOD, PLASTIC CUTLERY, CA         $23.00 
PETTYJOHN'S THE WATER STORE INC     JAN WATER/COOLER FEB 2003        $106.50 
PFANKUCH, LORI L                    JUROR FEES                        $21.36 
PHOTO VIDEO PLUS                    PHOTO PROCESSING                 $219.43 
PIERCE MFG. COMPANY INC             2X2X8" TUBE                      $208.70 
PIERSON TRUCK PARTS                 HOSES, HOSE ENDS                 $204.89 
PITNEY BOWES INC                    POSTAGE METER RENTAL             $341.74 
PNWD-IAI                            REGIST/WALSH, PAT-FNGRPRN        $500.00 
POIL, WAYNE                         JUROR FEES                        $26.40 
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POLK DIRECTORIES                    POLK 2003 CD ROM                 $488.00 
PONDEROSA VETERINARY HOSPITAL PC    NEUTER/YEAROUT                    $70.00 
POTTS, CLYDE & BARBARA              REFUND/ON-SITE EVAL FEE          $180.00 
POWDER COATING OF KALISPELL         COAT FLATBED/CLEAR               $750.00 
PRIVATE LINE                        300 NO! & 500 VD, ETC-BRO        $236.00 
PROFESSIONAL BUSINESS SYSTEMS INC   TNT-2 SEARIES 32MB SDRAM         $388.00 
PROFESSIONAL CENTER                 MD/STEPHENS, J (7 MO)             $48.00 
PRUNTY, DAVID ROBERT                PERDIEM/HELENA-HAZMAT TRN        $151.00 
PUBLISHERS CLEARING HOUSE           PROBATE/DIONNE, WILMER             $6.09 
PUBLISHERS GROUP LLC                4700 VARIOUS METH HANDOUT     $14,874.95 
QUANTUM ELECTRIC INC                REPLACE & MOVE PHONE POWE        $288.07 
QUILL CORPORATION                   10 BOXES/COPIER PAPER            $420.55 
QWEST                               RIVER GAUGE/JAN 2003             $310.18 
RADIO SHACK ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE     PHONE                             $82.49 
RANCH & HOME SUPPLY, INC            SHOVELS, RAKES, HOES             $876.28 
RDO EQUIPMENT CO                    SPRING                           $164.56 
REA, ROBERT DENNIS                  36 FC PLAN BRD MTG MILES          $42.19 
READERS DIGEST                      PROBATE/DIONNE, WILMER             $6.83 
REEVES, KAREN B                     JUROR FEES                        $78.80 
REID, SHERRY                        CLOTHING ALLOWANCE/5 MONT        $169.28 
RESPOND SYSTEMS                     1ST AIDE SUPPLIES                 $27.32 
REYNOLDS, DAVID C                   34 TWNHAL MTG/SOMERS 2/18         $28.08 
RHOADES, JACOB                      JUROR FEES                        $64.40 
RHODES, STELLA                      258.5 HH MILES/JAN 2003           $93.06 
RIEBES MACHINE WORKS INC            DRIVE SHAFT YOKE                 $985.00 
RINGQUIST SIGNS                     24"X18" HAZWASTE MATERIAL        $131.20 
RITCHIE RILEY SHOOK TIRE CO         REPAIR,ETC                     $1,668.00 
ROBINSON, PAULA                     HOTEL/HELENA-MACO MTG FEB        $337.52 
ROCKWELL, DOROTHY CAROL             JUROR FEES                        $30.00 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RENTALS              RENT TRUCK 2/25/03 COMMOD         $56.18 
ROLL, ARLEN                         29.8 AOA MILES/JAN 2003            $8.05 
RONS ALIGNMENT INC                  ALIGNMENT, SWAY BAR LINKS        $200.00 
ROSAUERS                            KLEENEX, LYSOL                   $174.32 
ROSETTI, SANDRA & PAULI, OLIVIA     1998/CC-ACREAGE CORRECTIO         $34.77 
ROWELL, NANCY                       RN/BRWNG-1/26-2/8, 2003          $300.00 
ROYAL FOOD DISTRIBUTING INC         FOOD                           $1,322.50 
RSJM ENTERPRISES                    INVESTIGATE/MACKEY, SANDA         $35.00 
RUTHER, ADAM                        JUROR FEES                        $14.88 
RYGG FORD SALES                     LUBE, OIL, FILTER, ETC         $1,645.25 
SADINO, SHERRI                      JUROR FEES                        $20.64 
SAFEGUARD BUSINESS SYSTEMS          250 SAFETY BLUE CHECKS            $37.51 
SAM'S CAMERAS & ELECTRONICS         PROCESS FILM/2 DISP CAMER         $13.98 
SAND, LANETTE                       REIM/2 CARTS                      $19.26 
SANDERSON, FORREST                  PERDIEM/HELENA-SB325 & SB         $95.40 
SCHAEFFER, CHARLES                  168 AOA MILES/JAN 2003            $45.36 
SCHIFF, ROGER                       PERDIEM/HELENA-FRNTWHL DR         $41.00 
SCHLEPP, LISA                       PERDIEM/HELENA-BIOTERRORI        $187.84 
SCHLEPP, LISA D                     JUROR FEES                        $16.32 
SCHMIDBAUER, CHRISTOPHER M          JUROR FEES                        $12.00 
SCHMIDT, CARLENE F                  JUROR FEES                        $21.36 
SCHMIDT, CHANTEL                    REFUND/CAT SPAYED ALREADY         $10.00 
SCHMITT, JACK                       54 AOA MILES/JAN 2003             $14.58 
SCHNEIDER, REBECCA                  PERDIEM/MSLA-BIOTERRORISM        $172.80 
SCHULZ, LISA                        18 MILES 1/31/03                   $6.48 
SECRETARY OF STATE                  ANNUAL CORP REPORT/FLTHD          $30.00 
SEDLACK, ELAINE                     PERDIEM/MSLA-SMALL POX TR         $53.60 
SELBYS                              CLEAR LAY FILM                   $440.11 
SELECT CLEANING                     CLEANING NOV 02                $2,117.55 
SERVICEMASTER OF FLATHEAD COUNTY    JANITORIAL SRVS/JAN 2003         $157.00 
SEWARD, JANE J.                     107 AOA MILES/JAN 2003            $28.89 
SHAFFER, CARLA K                    14 HRS ELEC JUDGE                 $91.85 
SHAFFER, DENNIS                     JUROR FEES                        $20.64 
SHAFFER, MARCI                      PERDIEM/SAN DIEGO-OBISITY        $121.00 
SHARE CORP                          HD CONCRETE SEAL/35 GAL        $1,863.32 
SHEPARDS GLASS INC                  18 5/8X14 5/8 GLASS, PUTT        $249.50 
SHERWIN WILLIAMS                    2 GAL WHITE PAINT                 $97.74 
SHERWOOD, ROBIN RONALD              JUROR FEES                        $78.80 
SID OPERATIONS PETTY CASH           MJ DRUG BUY-01/07/03             $985.00 
SIENKNECHT, CAROL                   310 HH MILES/JAN 2003            $111.60 
SIGNS NOW                           2 NO SMOKING SIGNS                $56.50 
SILER, CHRIS                        MOTOR VEHICLE REFUND              $18.62 
SILVERTIP ENGRAVING                 3 NAME PLATES/NELSON, LIN         $23.25 
SIMENSEN, THOMAS O                  JUROR FEES                        $51.44 
SITESCAPE ASSOCIATES                PROF SRVS/SMITH VALLEY BI        $520.00 
SKAGGS, RUTH                        ASL INTERPRET 2/6/03 TAB          $15.00 
SLOAN, MARY C                       JUROR FEES                        $77.36 
SMITH, HARRY AP & JACQUELINE R      2002/DOR VALUE ADJUSTMENT        $121.71 
SMITH, MARK E                       JUROR FEES                        $71.60 
SMITH, MARTHA                       REIM/216 MILES MTG W/OES          $77.76 
SMITH, TANNER J                     JUROR FEES                        $22.08 
SMITHS CARPET CENTER                CARPET/MOHAWK                  $1,964.64 
SNAP-ON TOOLS                       OIL DRAIN BUCKET                 $124.95 
SNAPPY SPORT SENTER                 2 STOPWATCHES                     $29.98 
SOLLIE, PATRICIA ANN                JUROR FEES                        $23.52 
SONJU, DICK                         REFEREE/3 M BBALL                $100.00 
SONJU, JASON                        REFEREE/1 M BBALL 2/16/03         $20.00 
SORENSEN, MARK J  MD                MD/STEPHAN, M (1 YO)              $45.00 
SORG, KELLY                         JUROR FEES                        $19.20 
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SOUTH KALISPELL VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT REIM/8-2.5" HYDRANT VALVE      $2,149.84 
SPENCER INDUSTRIES INC              MANIFOLD, FRT                     $79.76 
SPENCER, HANNA                      72.5 AOA MILES/JAN 2003           $19.58 
SPHERE                              STAGES OF CHANGE WHEEL &          $46.00 
SPOKANE CO SHERIFFS OFFICE          SRV PAPERS/MCLAUGHLIN AKA         $22.60 
SPRAYING SYSTEMS CO                 VEEJET NOZZLES                    $87.02 
SSL AMERICAS INC                    1 CS DUREX COLORS & SCENT         $62.00 
ST MARIE GRAPHICS                   UNIT #7-13 REMOVAL               $306.25 
STACEY OIL COMPANY                  BATTERY/CHEVY ASTRO VAN           $80.00 
STAPLES CREDIT PLAN                 MAILING PACKAGES                  $13.21 
STAPLES CREDIT PLAN                 MONTHLY PLANNER                  $331.45 
STAPLES CREDIT PLAN                 DESK CALENDARS, SPECIALTY         $63.21 
STAPLES CREDIT PLAN                 RECEIPT BOOKS, BATTERIES         $165.71 
STEELE, ELAINE                      JUROR FEES                        $22.80 
STEVENS, BARBARA M                  JUROR FEES                        $12.00 
STEWART, ARLENE                     36 WORK MILES 12/31/02           $166.14 
STOICK DRUG                         6 RLS HY TAPE/BODY WIRES         $105.22 
STOUT, BONITA L                     REIM/BATT,GLADE,409               $31.07 
STRAIT, DENNIS N                    JUROR FEES                        $19.20 
STUFFT, DAVID FRANKLIN              PUB DEF SRV/FULL-FEB 03        $5,796.85 
SULLENS, RON                        PLOW ESSEX SITE 1/23 & 1/        $100.00 
SULLIVAN, CATHY                     JUROR FEES                        $17.76 
SULLIVAN, MARK R                    PUB DEF SRVS/FULL-FEB 03       $5,796.85 
SULLIVAN, TERRY                     REIM/ELEC-JAN 2003                $54.08 
SUNBURST CONSTRUCTION INC           RENOVATE 2 DESKS                 $204.00 
SUPER WASH                          17.5% PYMT/BUS WASHES-JAN        $112.50 
SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS         REPLENISH DEPOSIT ACCOUNT        $200.00 
SURE-WAY SYSTEMS OF MONTANA INC     HAZWASTE REMOVAL                 $112.64 
SWISS CHALET EXCAVATING             SITE ATTENDANT/FEB 03-COR        $300.00 
SYKES PHARMACY                      RX#58406                         $511.64 
SYSCO FOOD SERVICES OF MONTANA INC  FOOD                          $21,439.10 
TALSMA, CARL                        REIM/UNIFORM PANTS                $24.99 
TANCRE, STEVEN J                    JUROR FEES                        $16.32 
TCI CABLEVISION                     PROBATE/DIONNE, WILMER            $12.51 
TEAMSTERS UNION LOCAL #2            UNION DUES/ROAD & BRIDGE         $832.00 
TEAMSTERS UNION LOCAL #2            UNION DUES/AOA DRIVERS           $132.00 
THIELMAN, DEANNA                    REIM/2 PIZZAS-EAGLE TRANS         $35.83 
THOENNES, MICHAEL E                 REIM/ELEC-JAN 2003                $45.76 
THOMAS, DEAN & HOSKINS INC          ENGINEERING/GREAT NORTHER      $4,705.00 
THOMAS, RONALD                      SITE ATTENDANT/FEB 03-BFO      $1,150.00 
TILLO, TOM                          REFEREE/2 M BBALL 2/17/03        $100.00 
TIMIS, JAMES DONALD                 PLOW MARION SITE 1/23/03         $210.00 
TIRE-RAMA WEST                      TIRES                          $8,453.84 
TJ LINEN COMPANY                    LAUNDRY SERVICES               $1,922.35 
TNS SERVICES                        1 UNIT 50 PAMPHLETS 'SEX          $15.53 
TONER, INK & RIBBON                 1 FAX CARTRIDGE/SHARP             $65.22 
TONERPORT INCORPORATED              1 COLOR LASER TONER            $1,448.95 
TOTAL SCREEN DESIGN                 2 T-SHIRTS/ADDT'L WLH             $10.30 
TOUCH AMERICA INC                   LONG DISTANCE                    $810.48 
TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT INC             WEATHERSEAL, LOCK STRIP          $470.17 
TRAVELERS PROPERTY CASUALTY         PREMIUM-AUTO/HSE               $2,301.62 
TRI-CITY PLANNING OFFICE            TRI-CITY SHARE/FRDO          $107,392.29 
TRIPLE W EQUIPMENT INC              BOLTS, NUTS                      $301.54 
TRIPPETS PRINTING                   STAMPS, PADS                   $1,236.60 
TUMAN, ROBERT KENT                  REIM/DUFFLE BAG                   $20.97 
TYPEWRITER GUY, THE                 CLEAN, OIL, & REPAIR IBM         $108.00 
UCLID SOFTWARE LLC                  ICOMAP ANNUAL SUPPORT & M        $500.00 
UNISOURCE CORPORATION               WHITE TOWELS, WHITE GRAB-      $1,162.23 
UNITED PARCEL SERVICE               SHIP PACKAGE-BRAUN NORTHW         $26.19 
UNITED TOOL RENTAL INC              RENT BRUSH CHIPPER 1/17/0        $728.00 
UNITED WAY OF FLATHEAD COUNTY       UNITED WAY DEDUC                 $974.13 
UNIVERSITY BOOK STORE               4 CNTRL OF COMMUNICABLE D        $120.00 
URECO, INC                          58.43 T MAGNESIUM CHLORID      $4,533.59 
US POSTAL SERVICE                   8000 .25 CENT STAMPS-DMV       $2,000.00 
USDA-FOREST SERVICE                 50% NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL       $2,353.99 
USF REDDAWAY                        FREIGHT/HYD SKID COMPONEN         $75.78 
VALCON DISTRIBUTING LTD INC         45 GAL GAS/JAN 2003           $21,355.77 
VALIC                               VALIC DEDUC                    $5,578.38 
VALLEY GLASS INC                    STOCK SHEET MAR-RESIST           $434.46 
VALLEY MOTOR SUPPLY INC             DISC PAD                          $14.99 
VALLEY RECYCLING INC                SHRED 200# DOCUMENTS 2/18         $10.00 
VALLEY UPHOLSTERY                   RECOVER SEAT, ETC                $250.00 
VAN SWEDEN, ROBERT P                120 AOA MILES/JAN 2003            $32.40 
VANAKEN, LYNETTE DION               PERDIEM/HELENA-BIOTERRORI         $46.00 
VANARENDONK, JOHN, MD               EMS MD DIRECTOR/JAN 2003       $1,800.00 
VANCE, ROBIN                        JUROR FEES                        $52.88 
VERIZON WIRELESS                    CELL PHONE CHARGES               $794.98 
VEVERA, GEOFFREY A                  JUROR FEES                        $19.20 
VIDEO DATA SERVICES OF MONTANA      DUBBING SRV/BUCK, JOSEPH         $533.00 
VIELLEUX, LARRY JOE                 SITE ATTENDANT/FEB 03-ESS        $210.00 
VIKING OFFICE PRODUCTS              3 HOLE PUNCH, XEROGRAPHIC        $434.29 
VISA                                CD SLEEVES/CS                  $3,198.37 
WAGNER, SHANNON                     MOTOR VEHICLE REFUND              $80.00 
WALBON, GLADA E.                    REFUND REFUSE FEE                 $65.00 
WALKER, DAVID J                     2001/VALUES LOWERED            $1,584.68 
WALLER, LARRY                       JUROR FEES                        $71.60 
WALSH, CONNIE J                     REIM/SOAP, DRAINER, DISHP         $10.05 
WALSH, PATRICK J                    ADV PERDIEM/KENT WA-FINGE        $162.50 
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WATSON FURNITURE GROUP              4TH DISPATCH UNIT              $6,415.00 
WEAVER, IRA S                       BURIAL BENEFIT                   $250.00 
WEIGHTS & MEASUSRES BUREAU          INSPECT SCALES/WIC @ CFAL         $75.00 
WEST COAST COLONIAL HOTEL           HOTEL FEB19-20-03/DEBRIS         $119.60 
WESTERN ACE HOME CENTER             BULBS/OFFICE                      $31.65 
WESTERN BUILDING CENTER             PINT/WOOD PUTTY                  $454.47 
WESTERN ELECTRONICS                 REPLACE FUSE                   $2,550.25 
WESTERN MONTANA MENTAL HEALTH CTNR. 10 HRS/DETENT VISITS 12/3      $1,500.00 
WESTERN MONTANA PUBLISHING GROUP    PROPOSALS/RIVER RD PATH 1        $322.00 
WESTERN STATES EQUIPMENT COMPANY    CORD, ELEMENT                $236,867.39 
WESTERN STATES INSURANCE            NOTARY/FINN, TRACY MILLER      $1,156.00 
WESTWOOD, BRENDA JOANNE             15 FP OUTRCH MILES (11/7,         $26.63 
WHITE, JODY BETH                    REIM/POSTAGE-SHIP COOLERS         $15.36 
WHITEFISH ANIMAL HOSPITAL           SPAY&NEUTER/MANN-AILOR            $51.00 
WHITEFISH ARMY - NAVY               BOOTS/CONNORS                    $229.90 
WHITEFISH AUTO PARTS INC            HOSE                           $6,631.27 
WHITEFISH CREDIT UNION              CREDIT UNION DEDUC            $25,905.24 
WHITEFISH GOLDEN AGERS              TOENAIL CLINIC/3 CLIENTS         $611.00 
WHITEFISH WESTERN BUILDING CENTER   WIRE                             $312.78 
WILDER, DR WALLACE S                MD SRVS/JAN 2003, 4 HRS          $200.00 
WILLARD'S GARAGE                    CABLE                             $15.00 
WILLIAMS, ROBERT J                  JUROR FEES                        $15.60 
WILLSON, LINDA                      REIM/4OZ POLY BATTING            $178.53 
WILSON, DANIEL                      14.5 HRS LGL SRVS/DEC 2-2        $597.93 
WINGERT, PETE                       PERDIEM/BILLINGS-MNOA TRN         $86.00 
WISE, RICHARD C     MD              PARAMEDIC INSTRCTR STIPEN         $50.00 
WISHERS AUTO RECYCLING              TOW 88 CONQUEST                  $240.00 
WOJCIECHOWSKI, DAVE                 18.8 WORK MILES 1/31/03            $9.44 
WOLF, BOB                           MOTOR VEHICLE REFUND              $75.00 
WOOD, JAMES N                       JUROR FEES                        $86.00 
WORKPLACE INC                       TEMP/MILLER, RUSSELL E 2/      $3,810.46 
WW GRANGER INC                      COMPACT FAN                       $77.60 
WYETH AYERST LABORATORIES           5 TRIPHASIL, 3 LO/OVRAL          $433.65 
XEROX CORPORATION                   COPIER MAINTENANCE                $24.80 
XEROX CORPORATION                   COPIER MAINT/NOV 2002             $80.30 
XEROX CORPORATION                   COPIER MAINTENANCE/JAN 20        $106.80 
YERIAN, LARRY                       REIM/ELEC-JAN 2003                $49.60 
ZEE MEDICAL SERVICE                 1ST AID SUPPLIES                 $184.42 
ZEP MANUFACTURING COMPANY           ZEP 45                           $260.89 
ZZZZZZZ/SUN RENTAL CENTER           RENT BRUSH CHIPPER 1/28-1        $702.00 
  
                     TOTAL VENDOR ACTIVITY FOR THE MONTH       $1,517,240.74 
  
                                                      ----END OF REPORT---- 
 
Minutes for the month of February, 2003, approved this 18th day of March, 2003.   
 
        BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
        BY:  /s/Robert W. Watne 
                Robert W. Watne, Chairman 
 
 
        BY:  /s/ Paula Robinson 
                Paula Robinson, Clerk and Recorder 
 
 
 


