FLATHEAD REGIONAL WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT GROUP

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 14, 2010

11:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

CONFERENCE ROOM A & B
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KALISPELL, MONTANA
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Call to Order
Ned Cooney, Flathead Regional Wastewater Management Group (FRWMG) Facilitator, called the meeting to order at 11:04 A.M.

Self-Introductions
Each individual introduced themselves and stated which department or agency they represented.

Public Comments
There were no public comments.

Review out Common Issues and Challenges
Cooney asked the Group to review the distributed document listing the common issues and challenges related to wastewater management to determine which topics need no further clarification.  The Group determined that they covered enough information on Disposal of Septage Pumping and Septic pumpers-land application-where?  Cooney asked the Group for topics that need further discussion and clarification.  Dan Bangeman, Flathead Basin Commission, suggested that more discussion is needed on septic management after permitting.  It was recommended that someone with the State TMDL program speak at one of the Group’s meetings.  Dan Bangeman said that it would be beneficial for the Group to invite a local large boat distributer to present information on boat septage storage and boat septage pumping.  The Group determined that they need further information on Boat Dumping, Funding/Rates, Regional Coordinated Wastewater Approach?, Policies and Politics, traces in the groundwater of pharmaceutical and chemicals, drainage, and the Nutrient Working Group (trading).  Judel Buls, a member of the audience, announced that she will attend the Nutrient Workgroup’s meeting on Thursday.  She will provide the Nutrient Workgroup’s minutes to the FRWMG members.  The goal of the Nutrient Workgroup is to compile recommendations that can be brought to the legislature next spring.  The recommendations include how the nutrient standard will be structured, affordability criteria, and technology criteria.  The legislature will then formulate a bill that will be used by the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to allow permitting to begin implementing standards.  Currently, they only have information for wadeable streams which impacts many citizens.  Buls said that consultants could be brought in to discuss nutrient trading with the FRWMG.  She further provided information on the Nutrient Workgroup’s discussions and activities.  Jim Simpson, Flathead Basin Commission, understood that a nutrient trading program would be one of the solutions to begin managing the total amount of human created nutrients that contribute to the waterways.  He added that before they reach a solution, they would need to obtain an understanding of how bad the current situation is regardless of source.  He asked if there is data available that would provide a comparison of what the water looked like 30 years ago compared to today.  He mentioned that before a final product is established, the Group needs to be secure in the knowledge that creating a product is going to solve a problem that truly exists and has data supporting it.  They also need to obtain an understating as to where the pollutants or nutrients are coming from.  Buls mentioned that many point sources will be hit with nutrient standards before there is a solution.  Currently, there is a TMDL out for Flathead Lake but it is only stage one and another level of the TMDL is expected to be released from the State TMDL program.  She said to keep in mind that Kalispell and Whitefish will be administered nutrient standards that they have to meet sooner than other cities will have to.  She mentioned that in the next five years Kalispell and Whitefish will face a challenge when the State administers the standards.  Joe Russell, Health Officer, Flathead City-County Health Department, said that those standards are treatment standards.  When a level of treatment is established, a permit will then be set to that level.  He stated that some targets must be established which will come with the TMDL.  There was further general discussion regarding the TMDL.
Break for lunch at 12:00.

Cooney said that without the TMDL the Group is not addressing the heart of the issue.  Chuck Stearns, Whitefish City Manager, believed that nonpoint sources and septics are part of the TMDL solution.  He added that the TMDL will not affect nonpoint sources other than what we do locally.  It was suggested that a State DEQ and EPA representative provide a presentation during the Group’s next meeting.  Buls recommended that they also invite someone from the permitting office.  Cooney asked if there were any other topics that the Group would like to discuss at future meetings.  Bangeman said that he would like more information about the needed facilities for boats on Flathead Lake.  Buls felt that boat dumping falls under a nutrient trading issue.  The Group discussed treatment of pharmaceutical waste products.  The Group determined that pharmaceutical waste was not part of their scope.  Cooney asked if it would be useful for the Group to hear a presentation on boat dumping.  Jim Foster, Chief of Facility Management from Glacier National Park, said that if boat dumping makes a significant impact on the TMDL, then a presentation would be beneficial but he wondered if it actually does make an impact.  Joni Emrick, Kalispell Public Works, said that boat dumping does not have a significant impact on the TMDL at this time.  Mike Durglo, Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribe, recommended providing educational materials to the public and boat owners.  Kate Cassidy, Flathead City-County Health Department, suggested informing the public on the boat dumping areas on Flathead Lake.  She will bring the list of boat dumping facilities to the next meeting.  Cooney inquired about future Group discussions.  Foster requested that they discuss the future growth trends in the valley.  They will discuss growth trends during the meeting of either November or December.  Simpson asked that they review an example of a regional wastewater treatment plan.  Cooney said that they could review regional plans during the December or January meeting.  Stearns mentioned that he could obtain a plan that he used in a past experience for the Group to review.  Marc Liechti, Lakeside County Water and Sewer District, requested that they further discuss water rights during a future meeting.  There was discussion regarding the Group’s role in preparing a region wide strategic plan for wastewater management.  Russell said that as the Group moves forward, they need to understand what they want the plan to be.  Cooney stated that there are funds available through the FRWMG grant to hire engineering help.  He added that if the Group hired an engineer, they would need to establish a scope of work, establish what the engineer would need to do, and create a request for qualifications.  At this time, the Group is not at the point of knowing when to engage the hiring process for an engineer.

The next FRWMG meeting will be held at the Kalispell Public Works Department on October 12th from 11:00 to 1:00.   
The meeting adjourned at 1:00 P.M.
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