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Approved at the January 24, 2012 meeting 
 
Flathead County Solid Waste District 
Board of Directors Meeting 
November 29, 2011 – 5:00 p.m. 
Landfill Office 
 
 
1. Roll Call   
 

Board Members present:  Hank Olson, Chairman; Greg Acton, Vice Chairman; Jim Dupont, 
County Commissioner; Loren Lowery, City of Columbia Falls; Wayne Miller, Board of Health and 
Alan Ruby, Member at Large.  Absent:  John Helton, Member at Large. 
 
District Staff present:  Public Works Director Dave Prunty, Operations Manager Jim Chilton and 
Recording Secretary Deborah Morine. 
 
Attendees:  Robert Roe. 

 
2. Introductory Remarks from Chairman 
 

Hank Olson thanked everyone for attending and noted that John Helton was absent.  He also 
congratulated Alan Ruby on being elected President of the Montana Electric Cooperative 
Association.   

 
3. Comments from public  
 
 There were no comments. 
 
4. Approval of the Board Meeting Minutes for October 25, 2011 - Action Required 
 

Jim Dupont moved to adopt the minutes of October 25, 2011.  Wayne Miller seconded.  
Motion passed. 

 
5. Action Agenda 
 

a. Cancellation of December Board Meeting  – Action Required 
 

The District’s business is in sufficient order so that if the Board desires to cancel the 
December 27th, 2011 meeting doing so will not jeopardize landfill operations.  The next 
meeting will be held on January 24, 2012 at 5 p.m. at the landfill office. 
 
Alan Ruby moved to cancel the December 27, 2011 meeting of the Flathead County 
Solid Waste District Board of Directors.  Loren Lowery seconded.  Motion passed. 
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6.  Director’s Report 
 

a. Phase 4A Liner Construction 
 

Final construction and engineering expense for the installation of the Phase 4A liner project 
total $2,235,316.73.  The excavation project, performed by Noble Excavating last year, cost 
$582,723.58.  The liner installation project performed this summer by Sandry Construction 
totaled $1,382,860.27 and engineering services for design and construction quality 
assurance totaled $269,732.88.  SWT will have another $200 or so for their November 
billing but didn’t have an exact number as of our meeting.  The total acreage of liner built 
this year is 6.2 acres, of which, 2.8 acres was on the slope and 3.4 acres was constructed on 
the floor.  Cost per acre totaled $360,535/acre. 
 

  Jim Chilton stated that the first 15’ lift should be completed by mid January 2012. 
 

b. Litter Issues 
 

A citizen was transporting refuse bagged in large Hefty bags to the landfill on a flatbed 
truck.  The waste was most likely above the top of the truck cab.  Dave was traveling back 
to the Landfill when he found two bags on the highway near the Stillwater Bridge.  
Approximately two miles closer to the landfill was another bag that was broken up and litter 
was in the roadway causing vehicles to slow down and swerve to miss the material.  Shortly 
thereafter Dave came to an unmarked sheriff vehicle with the truck pulled over. 
 
Jim and Dave retrieved the first two bags near the bridge and met two MDT personnel who 
had been dispatched to the site to clean up the bag that broke open. 
 
Undersheriff Jordan White was the law enforcement personnel that pulled the citizen over.  
He received a ticket for the incident but was given the opportunity to pick up the waste to 
not receive a fine. 
 
Dave also updated the Board regarding the Board of Health’s inquiry regarding the costs 
associated with the billboards and the concern of some Health Board members regarding 
the financial assistance they granted.  Dave stated that some on the Health Board believe 
the monies have not been used correctly since we were only able procure one littering 
billboard as other locations were not within approved zoning for a second sign.  Dave said 
the money has been used correctly and was told by Joe Russell, Health Officer that the 
program and financial support from the Health Department is beneficial for the health of 
our citizens. 

 
c. TB Gray Property (4150 US Highway 93 North) 

 
The County Commission signed the buy/sell agreement on this property on November 14th, 
2011.  The closing is scheduled to occur on November 28th, 2011.  Insured Titles is acting as 
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the closing agent and is providing the Title Report/Insurance for the property.  The report 
will also research any mineral rights existing for the property. 
 
The final agreed upon price for the property is $552,000.  The appraised price was $600,000 
after the scale and scalehouse were removed from the property ($650,000 with this 
equipment included).  Work performed by Clark Real Estate Appraisal for the District 
concluded that a reduction between 3% and 12% from the appraised value appears to be 
reasonable for property adjacent to or near an active landfill.  Our reduction is 8% from the 
appraised value of the property. 

 
Dave updated the Board stating that since the board meeting was delayed a week, the 
closing has taken place and we now own the property.  Dave and Jim have an appointment 
with Travis to review the rental agreement and inspect the property.  There were also 
discussions on what to do with the home on the property.  They include auctioning off the 
building or inquiring if any other county department could use the house as a shelter 
location or other official use. 

 
d. Land Purchase for Landfill Expansion 

 
At the October meeting, the Board asked to bring this item back to decide on a date for a 
special meeting with the neighbors regarding the potential land purchase to expand the 
landfills property boundary and capacity.  The Board thought that the meeting should occur 
after the coming holiday season.  Our regular meeting schedule for the first three months of 
the year is January 24, February 28 and March 27, 2012.  Due to the unknown number of 
citizens who might attend, staff would recommend the meeting be held at the Earl Bennett 
Building in Kalispell with a start time of 6 p.m. 
 
There were general discussions regarding continuing pursuing this option in light of the 
recent purchase of the TB Gray property.  It is the consensus of the Board that the purchase 
of the neighboring property should still be considered as a long term goal.  The matter will 
be continued on the agenda in January 2012. 

 
e. Hydrogeologic Services Contract – Hydrometrics 

 
Hydrometrics, Inc. has agreed to continue providing hydrogeological services to the District 
for the second two year extension of their contract.  Staff discussed their rate structure for 
the extension and Hydrometrics agreed to continue their current rates for the first year of the 
extension, but requested that the contract language is followed such that they could request a 
rate increase in the second year of the final extension.  Both parties must agree on a rate 
modification request before it can be implemented.  Staff concurs with this request.  The 
contract extension will be before the Board for action in February, 2012. 

 
f.       Refuse Operations 

 
Operations proceeded well for the month.  Tonnage/Volumes are shown below:  

O  
 Total W to landfill    8,054.07 

 
MS

 Total Appliances Collected   706 
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he District landfilled 1.1% less waste in October, 2011 compared to October, 2010 and our 

ate revenue for fiscal year 2012 was projected to be $750,000.  Through October the gate 

 
g.       Budget and Financials 

Dave reviewed the Budget and Financials with the Board. 
 

Dave added one item and updated the board regarding the new Essex site stating that the 

7. Comments from Board Members 

Alan Ruby asked for an update on Habitat for Humanity using the old Adanac building.  Jim stated 

hift 

lan Ruby also commented that he finally found out the cost of relocating troubled bears is 

oren Lowery stated that the Columbia Falls City Council asked him to inquire about adding a 
  He 

ayne Miller also asked to discuss changing the meeting time be placed on the January agenda.  
 

. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:09 p.m. 

  Junk Vehicles Collected   7 
 Truck Trips to Container Sites  458 
 Refuse tons/trip    7.09 
 
T
refuse trucks hauled 1.0% more waste comparing the same time frame.   
 
G
has generated $352,419 or 47% of revenue through 33% of the fiscal year.   

 

legal team from Martin Marietta is drawing up the buy-sell.  The cost will be $10,000 per 
acre and that we have the money budgeted. 
 

 

that their organization has gone through some restructuring which has caused a delay getting a 
business plan put together.  Jim said now that we have the TB Gray property, he would like to s
this venture to the new property and tear down the old Adanac building.  The Gray property offers 
access, electric and water.  These amenities have been discontinued at the old building.    
 
A
between $200 and $2500. 
 
L
green waste bin or location since people are unsure as to what to do with green waste at the site.
stated that people are getting conflicting answers (if it’s bagged, it can be thrown in the dumpsters; 
if it’s loose, it can’t).  He would like the issue to be added to the January 2012 agenda for 
discussion. 
 
W

8
 
 


