
FLATHEAD CITY—COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 18, 2016
1:00-3:00 PM

CONFERENCE ROOM A&B / 2ND FLOOR
EARL BENNETT BUILDING

1035 1ST AVENUE WEST
KALISPELL, MONTANA

Members Present Members Absent Others
Pam Holmquist, Commissioner Bill Burg, CPA Cliff Bennett
Duane Larson, City Representative Tonya Buxton
Marc Lorenzen, PhD Kate Cassidy
Aaron McConkey, PE Paul Conrad
Wayne Miller, MD Lisa Dennison
David Myerowitz, MD Leslie Diede
Mike Nicosia, PhD Wanda Forbes

Kate Gearhart
Kathryn Greyston
Hillary Hanson
Amanda Martin
Cindy Meyer
Deb Munson
Jennifer Rankosky
Jamie Roberts
Joe Russell
Jody White
Marilyn Williams

Call to Order
Chairperson David Myerowitz called the meeting to order at 1:00.

Attendance

Approval of Agenda

MOTION Aaron McConkey to approve the meeting agenda.
SECOND Wayne Miller MOTION CARRIED
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Approval of Minutes

MOTION Miller to approve the minutes from the January 28, 2016 meeting.
SECOND Pam Holmquist MOTION CARRIED

Citizen Comments
There were no citizen comments.

Joe Russell acknowledged Marilyn Williams for her 22 years of service and announced her
retirement.

Public Hearing – Section 10.2 (4) of the Flathead County Regulations for Sewage Treatment
Systems
Chairperson Myerowitz opened the Public Hearing with an introduction of the Board Members
and an explanation of the reason for the Public Hearing. Myerowitz asked if there were any
opponents or proponents who wished to speak. There were none. Myerowitz asked if any
members of the public would like to address the issue. There were none. Russell gave an
overview of the modifications of the Regulations for Sewage Treatment to the Board. There were
no questions from the Board and no further discussion. Myerowitz closed the Public Hearing.

Adoption of Section 10.2 (4) of the Flathead County Regulations for Sewage Treatment Systems

MOTION Miller to adopt Section 10.2 (4) of the Flathead County Regulations for Sewage
Treatment Systems.

SECOND McConkey MOTION CARRIED

Russell said that the modifications will be incorporated into the Rule immediately and will be
posted on the Flathead City-County Health Department website.

Departmental Reports

Community Health/WIC
Lisa Dennison reported for Community Health.

 Community Health is now including Rapid Flu tests in their reported flu numbers
because there has been enough PCR confirmed influenza activity in the State of Montana.

 There are more B-strain than A-strain being reported which is unusual for this time of the
year.

 Some of the B-strain cases that are reported are not covered in the Trivalent vaccine, but
are covered in the Quadrivalent vaccine.

 Though some patients request High Dose Trivalent, the Quadrivalent is offered and
encouraged by Community Health.

 Numbers of reported Flu cases have been lower than last year.
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Dennison addressed a Lyme Disease case that was reported in the State. She said that it was a
Montana resident, however the disease was contracted on the East Coast. Myerowitz added that
Montana has never had a native case of Lyme Disease that was contracted in the state and that all
other reported cases have been from travelers bringing it into the state.

Hillary Hanson reported for WIC and for Home Visiting.
Hanson said that changes are coming in the funding structure for the Home Visiting programs.
Currently the funding is provided through multiple grants but this is being changed to be through
a new federal grant process that will provided funding in a single amount. They will no longer
have to write several grant requests or budget reports, however Hanson is not sure if they will
receive the same amount of funding. There will be a Request for Proposal presented to the
Health Department in April or May. Hanson will report more as she becomes more informed.
Russell added that they need to concentrate on hitting their caseload targets in order to receive
adequate funding.

Environmental Health
Kate Cassidy reported for Environmental Health.

 Cassidy brought attention to a graph that was prepared titled Septic Applications, Permits
Issued, and Final Inspections (1996-2015). She pointed out that currently there is an
upswing for 2015 applications and written permits for septic systems, which indicates a
busy summer for Environment Health. Myerowitz added that this charts capsulizes the
fluctuations in the economy of Flathead County over 20 years. Cassidy noted that the
dramatic rise in applications in 2004 was due to a change in regulations when they went
from gravity systems to pressure dosed systems.

 There were two poor score reports for restaurant inspections. One of the establishments
was cited because of a malfunctioning cooler. This establishment has ordered a new
cooler so the score is expected to be back up on the next inspection.

There was discussion about 2 cases of Norovirus that had been reported. Hanson said that most
institutions will self-report as required if there is an increase in illnesses. Occasionally the
reports will come from a staff member or family member when they have not received a report
from the institution. The two cases that have been recently reported were reported directly by
the schools where they occurred. Russell said that most care facilities and schools have protocols
set in place and it is something that they deal with annually. He said that the Health Department
follows up when they can and they will send a sanitarian to inspect how food is handled to
determine if the illness can be contributed by poor food handling procedures. Hanson said that
the staff of Community Health checks in on long-term care and day care facilities daily once
there are reported cases. She said that even when all protocols are followed closely, they will
still have reported cases.

Community Health Clinic/Family Planning
Jody White reported for Flathead Community Health Center.

 The Community Health Center received a Notice of Award for the Service Area
Competition Funding which funds their base grant for the next three years.

 Approval was given to move ahead with the Hungry Horse Clinic. Community Health
Center is working on the final contract with School District 6 and will have a clinic
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running one day a week by June 6th. White said that they can use the existing layout of
the facility without making any physical changes.

Health Promotion
Leslie Diede reported for Health Promotion.

 Health Promotion is in early stages of planning for the Project Homeless Connect which
is tentatively planned for June 9th.

 Flathead County Cancer Screening Program is the closest to meeting their goals of any
program across the State. It is anticipated that there will be a significant reduction in goal
numbers next year because programs across the board are struggling to meet their
caseloads.

 More emphasis will be put on patient navigation, meaning that those who may not qualify
for the Cancer Screening Program will be directed toward other services that exist in
Flathead Valley including Medicaid Expansion.

 They will be working more closely with the Montana Asthma Project in Community
Health and other chronic disease prevention efforts.

There was discussion about the establishments that have been reported to serve alcohol to
minors. Myerowitz noticed that the numbers included not only convenience stores but upscale
establishments. Diede said that the State gives them a list of random establishments to inspect.
She said that in December the list contained more convenience stores and in January they were
given more restaurants. Regarding the Mass Casualty meeting that Jen Rankosky and Heidi
Kerns recently were reported to have attended, Myerowitz asked if they received any information
regarding tourniquet training. He cited a report from the American College of Surgeons which
said that emphasis on tourniquet use in civilian mass casualty is too high since most are core
injuries rather than extremity injuries. Rankosky said that they can look into this information for
further training. Right now they are in preliminary stages by sending out surveys to the schools
to gain an understanding of what is needed for first aid training and they will develop from there
with the Sheriff’s office and the local hospitals.

Home Health
Paul Conrad reported for Home Health.
Conrad made a distinction between Admissions and Readmissions. He said that Admissions are
those patients who they have not seen before and Readmissions are those who have been seen
before. In January there were 12 admissions and he is hoping these numbers will go up. Conrad
said that because 98% of the doctor’s in the Valley are employed by Kalispell Regional Medical
Center (KMRC) and because KMRC has their own home health care affiliation, these doctors
send their referrals to that agency. Conrad said that this has become an “uphill battle” for
Flathead Home Health Agency. Conrad said that the lack of referrals is not a quality issue but
more an issue of dominance. He said that according to the data he received from Home Health
Compare, Flathead Home Health Agency is a five-star agency in patient surveys. This is higher
than the competition. Flathead Home Health Agency. is four-star in outcomes. Conrad explained
several ideas that he has to get the referrals increased. Russell stated that he is impressed that
Flathead Home Health continues to remain a strong and viable organization in such a
competitive environment, which speaks to how well the program is administered. He said that
because of changing circumstances they need to lower their expectations for census numbers.
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Animal Shelter
Cliff Bennett reported for the Animal Shelter.

 Bennett said that numbers continue to remain low.
 The shelter is pursuing a program to import adoptable dogs from shelters that are over

populated. These dogs will be vaccinated, spayed or neutered when they arrive. They
will target dogs that are in demand which are usually smaller dogs. Bennett is
collaborating with professional organizations to develop guidelines and protocols.

 The shelter received a gift that was in excess of $40,000.00. There are some projects that
this money will go toward.

There was discussion regarding the merits of importing adoptable dogs.

Mosquito District
Russell said that he expects the mosquito activity to begin in March with the spring thaw.

Accreditation Report
Hanson said that the report for Accreditation was submitted on February 16th. The next steps will
be a completeness review, a content review and a site visit in the summer. Myerowitz explained
to the new Board members that this accreditation means the Health Department will become
recognized as an Accredited Agency based on National Standards.

Health Officer’s Report
Russell presented the Health Officer’s report.

 The cash balance for the Health Department is $654,000.00.
 There continues to be a higher than normal accounts receivable due to immunization

activity.
 The Capital Improvement Program (CIP) fund balance is $1,600,000.00, of which about

$1,000,000.00 will be used as the Health Departments contribution for the South Campus
building.

 There was one $7500.00 expenditure from the CIP fund for HVAC expenses on the first
floor of the Earl Bennett Building.

 Regarding the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Somers Tie Plant; the process to submit the
petition to the Department of Natural Resources is underway. The DNRC has not
completed their documentation but it should be ready by next month.

 Russell will be teaching in Chicago March 3rd and 4th and in Nashville March 9th and 10th.
There was much discussion regarding the radon that has been reported in water in the area and
the possibility of budgeting funding to do random testing of wells for radon around the Valley.
Russell said he will investigate this possibility. Russell said that the problem lies where wells
are drilled deep and closer to radon levels which exist mainly west of Kalispell. The discussion
continued regarding the need to investigate the extent of radon contamination.

Committee Reports
There were no committee reports.

Other Business
There was no other business.
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Board Member Comments
There were no comments.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 2:20.

Transcribed by Wanda Forbes


