
FLATHEAD CITY—COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

MAY 14, 2015
1:00—3:00 P.M.

CONFERENCE ROOM A&B/2ND FLOOR
EARL BENNETT BUILDING

1035 1ST AVENUE WEST
KALISPELL, MONTANA

Call to Order
Chairperson Glen Aasheim called the meeting to order at 1:12.

Approval of Agenda
MOTION William Burg to approve the meeting agenda.
SECOND Pam Holmquist MOTION CARRIED

Approval of Minutes
MOTION Burg to approve the minutes for the April 16, 2015 meeting.
SECOND David Myerowitz MOTION CARRIED

Citizen Comments
There were no citizen comments.

Members Present Members Absent Others
Glen Aasheim, MD Aaron McConkey, PE Cliff Bennett
William Burg, CPA Tonya Buxton
Pam Holmquist, Commissioner Kate Cassidy
Duane Larson, City Representative Paul Conrad
Wayne Miller, MD Leslie Diede
David Myerowitz, MD Bruce Gunderson

Wanda Forbes
Hillary Hanson
Theresa Majeski
Jennifer Rankosky
Joe Russell
Jody White
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Preliminary FY16 Budget Review and Approval
Joe Russell said that he, Wayne Miller, Glen Aasheim, Burg, Holmquist, and Hillary Hanson met
and presented the overall budget to the finance and budget committee. The Mill Calculation
Sheet attached to the budget breaks down the total resources. The budget presented to the Board
of Commissioners is predicated on these figures. Russell noted the CIP cash balance of
$599,440.00 and said approximately $100,000.00 will be added by the end of FY16. The air
quality grant program funds from The Department of Environmental Quality will increase by
$30,000.00. Other than these there are no significant changes in the budget. Burg said that the
Finance and Budget Committee found this to be a status quo budget with both revenue and
expenses, and gave it unanimous approval with the understanding there will be some small
changes before the official budget is submitted and approved.

Miller explained that because this comes from the committee and there have been at least two
members who approved it, it does not require a motion. Aasheim called for a vote.

MOTION CARRIED

Board of Health—Flathead Community Health Center Space Agreement
Russell gave an overview of the agreement between Flathead City-County Health (Board of
Health) and the Flathead Community Health Center, Inc. (FCHC Inc.).

 The agreement is that FCHC will pre-pay $700,000.00 which will reduce their annual
operating expense payment to $60,000.00 for the first year, escalating 1.5% annually
thereafter.

 The finance committee met at 11:00 and gave their full approval.
 The Budget Committee met at 12:00 and gave their endorsement with one change,

that the term date will be 2031. This change was reflected in the copy of the
agreement submitted to the Board.

Russell recommended the Board approve the agreement and asked the chair to sign two original
copies to be forwarded on to the Health Center Board for their action.
Russell added that health funds have purchased the Earl Bennett Building which the
Commissioners formalized by resolution in 2001. There is no such resolution by the
Commissioners to secure this new space as yet. The County Attorney has recommended that this
be done and Russell will meet with the commissioners. Russell explained that the Health
Department does not own property. The county commissioners are stewards of the property and
will dispose of or act upon said property as they see fit. The Health Department operates on a
health levy system, so the community of Flathead County levies revenue for public health
purposes, which is a special revenue account. All money the Health Department obtains is used
for public health purposes including the money to purchase space.

Holmquist asked for clarification that the purpose of this agreement is solely to define the space
for the FCHC, otherwise she would abstain from voting at this time. Russell acknowledged that
this was the purpose.

Holmquist reminded Russell that she had suggested a change in wording on the last sentence of
the agreement. The agreement submitted to the Board reflected said change.
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Holmquist posed the question that if there was any downsizing of the FCHC would they be due a
refund. Russell said that the agreement states that no refund will be given of the pre-paid
amount. Myerowitz said that as he understands it, the pre-paid amount cannot be refunded, but
adjustments can be made in the annual operating expense payment amount.

Burg said that he believes the rates and the terms are fair and finds no objection to the
agreement.

MOTION Myerowitz to approve the Flathead Community Health Center Space
Agreement as written and presented to the Board of Health.

SECOND Holmquist MOTION CARRIED

Departmental Reports

Community Health/WIC
Hanson reported for Community Health and WIC.
Communicable Disease Report:

 Following up on Anaheim’s request for more information about the four cases of
Giardiasis in March, Hanson reported that one case was the husband of a woman who
had it in February, two were brothers who possibly contracted it at a waterpark, and
the forth was undetermined.

 There were three reported Campylobacteriosis cases which were unrelated.
 There have been 60 cases of Varicella (Chicken Pox) reported since the end of

February. The range in age is from eight months to 49 years old, with most cases
being in the Middle School age range.

 October 1 when the school immunization law goes into effect they will count a titer,
an actual immunization record, or a note from a doctor and does not need to be a lab
confirmed report. They will try to get information to the schools regarding state
regulations before the end of the school year that students can take home with them.

 The Varicella and the MMRV are frozen vaccines so Community Health is planning
to purchase a portable freezer that meets the requirements so they can take the
vaccines to outlying clinics and schools.

 There was a high number of blood draws in April due to measles titer work being
done with School District 5.

Myerowitz asked if the high infection rate for Varicella was statewide. Hanson answered that
Flathead County has the highest of reported cases in the state which she speculated is because
more people reported after the most recent outbreak and there was more education given to the
public.

Russell wanted to go on record with stating that School District 5 has been very cooperative and
proactive with the measles prevention efforts.
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Environmental Health
Kate Cassidy reported for Environmental Health

 There has been an increase in ground water monitoring and the department will
continue monitoring until the end of June, even though water levels have been
unusually low.

 The Septic Program has been increasing and will continue through the summer.
 School safety inspections are underway. They are inspecting playground equipment

and school yard safety outdoors. Indoors they look at how chemicals are being stored
and do walk troughs of classrooms and gymnasiums. These inspections occur
annually in the spring.

 Regarding poor restaurant scores, there are a few “stand-outs”. The Montana Club
continues to receive low scores despite more frequent inspections. The management
seems to be satisfied with the B- score which was an upgrade from a C from a
previous inspection.

Myerowitz said that since they continue to have poor reports and violations, a letter from Russell
should be written emphasizing the importance of these health violations and that until they
comply they will be watched very closely. All were in agreement that this letter should be
written. There was further discussion about other restaurants with poor scores and what should
be done in dealing with their issues. Burg wanted to know if the Miscellaneous Food and
Consumer Safety Section Program (FCSS) has always been on the report. Cassidy said it has.
There was discussion about these complaints which come from private citizens who call to
complain about specific food establishments. Myerowitz suggested they publish a number where
citizens can call to issue complaints. There was a discussion about how this is already being
done and how it could be improved.

Community Health Clinic/Family Planning
Jody White reported for the Community Health Clinic and Family Planning.

 There were no significant changes in the budget.
 Russell and White negotiated with Allegiance Benefits Plan Management and with

the Commissioners’ approval, have made an agreement that all health services
received at the Health Department will be covered for all Flathead County employees
with no deductible.

Health Promotion
 Leslie Diede reported for Health Promotion.
 There has been a significant increase in the cancer screening numbers. In the course

of two weeks 56 cases have been closed which is what is usually closed in a month.
Myerowitz asked if she knew why this is and Diede answered that there has been increased effort
to get new enrollees.

 At the time of this meeting the Cancer Screening Program staff were at the Women
for Wellness Health Fair in Pablo, which is an enormous event. The Winkley Coach
mobile mammography unit is there conducting screenings on site. It is likely there
will be a significant increase in their Native American numbers from this event.

 On Thursday, May 21, Health Promotion is providing a Mental Health First Aide
Training seminar. It helps train a person to identify someone who is in crisis, gain
skills to help them through the crisis and get them linked into community resources.
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Myerowitz asked if this had been promoted in the High Schools. Diede said that the schools
have received a grant for a Youth Mental Health First Aide Training program.

Home Health
Paul Conrad reported for Home Health.

 This year’s revenue is $80,000.00 higher than this time last year and the monthly
check book balance is up $30,000.00.

 There are a number of errors in the report because their long time employee in charge
of billing left without notice which created some challenges in reporting.

 They are leaning toward not hiring another office person to do the billing but
contracting the billing out to a firm.

Animal Shelter
Cliff Bennett reported for the Animal Shelter.

 At the recommendation Dr. Gordon, they are now vaccinating incoming dogs for
Canine Influenza following the news of outbreaks in the mid-west. Shelters are at
high risk and have priority status for receiving the vaccine. Two doses are required
14-28 days apart. People who receive dogs before the second dose are sent with good
instructions about follow-up booster shots. The cost of the vaccine is $9.45 each
dose.

 Cliff is preparing to send a letter to the veterinarian community asking if they would
participate in selling dog licenses from their offices. They can license the dog online
and they would receive part of the fee.

Myerowitz asked of the 1000 Canine Influenza cases in the Midwest, was a large percentage
shelter dogs. Bennett said they were. There was much discussion about Canine Influenza and
the effectiveness of the vaccine.

Mosquito District
Bruce Gunderson reported for Mosquito District.

 It’s been an easy year because of the cooler temperatures and the rivers not rising
which would create backwater. He suspects that as they begin to fill Flathead Lake
the lower valley will experience a normal number of mosquitos.

 Gunderson commented on the table he submitted to the board showing the number of
inspections done so far this year and the number of acres treated. He said that the
numbers inspected are down over last year but where he is surprised is at the number
of acres treated being lower.

 He will begin West Nile testing the middle of June.
Miller asked if the inspections are requested or do they go voluntarily. Gunderson said about 5%
of their inspections are because of requests.
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Accreditation Update
Hanson gave the Accreditation Update.

 Documentation collection is 19% compiled.
 They have until February 25, 2016 to submit the documentation and after that will be

the site visit.
 Hanson and Theresa Majeski are putting a press release together regarding the Long

Term Care Facilities that were poled. They will publicize those facilities that have
mandatory vaccination policies and how high their vaccination rates were as a result
of their mandatory policies.

Health Officers Report
Russell gave the Health Officer’s report.

 This is a tax collection month.
 The Health Fund Cash Balance is $586, 000.0 which is good for this time of the year.
 CIP is above $600,000.00 currently and it is expected they will put $100,000.00 into the

CIP account from tax dollars.
 Large expenditures shown in the budget are most likely transfers associated with CIP.
 Russell is working with a group in Whitefish who have concerns about the diesel

emissions associated with locomotives idling. There will be a $30,000.00 increase from
Department of Environmental Quality to contract with the University of Montana to do a
chemical mass study in Whitefish this year. Russell believes that Whitefish is the biggest
risk in the county for air quality problems because it sits in a bowl and is its own micro-
climate.

Myerowitz asked if there is a valid reason to do this study. Burg said there has been an increase
in the number of trains that are coming through Whitefish. Russell said that during cold weather
the engines cannot be shut down. There are ways to curb emissions by using engine warmers
and the concerns may be precipitated by the fact that something can be done. He said that until
the Chemical Mass Study is done, they will not know the extent of the problem.

 Russell has been in contact with the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and
has presented them with some of the questions that surfaced at the last meeting when Rob
Parker from the Environmental Protection Agency addressed the Board. He asked that if
the Board has questions for the DEQ to get them to him so he can pass them along.

Committee Reports
There were no Committee reports.

Other Business
The next Board of Health meeting will be held June 24, 2015.

Board Member Comments
There were no Board member comments.

Adjournment
Chairperson Aasheim adjourned the meeting at 2:25.

Transcribed by Wanda Forbes


