
FLATHEAD CITY-COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
MINUTES OF MARCH REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 19, 2015
1:00 – 3:00 P.M.

CONFERENCE ROOM A&B / 2ND FLOOR
EARL BENNETT BUILDING

1035 1ST AVENUE WEST
KALISPELL, MONTANA

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Glen Aasheim at 1:05 PM.

Attendance

Approval of Agenda

MOTION Wayne Miller to approve the agenda as written.
SECOND William Burg MOTION CARRIED

Approval of Minutes for February 19, 2015 Regular Meeting.

MOTION Miller to approve the minutes of the February 19, 2015 regular meeting.
SECOND Burg MOTION CARRIED

Citizen Comments
There were no citizen comments.

Members Present Members Absent Others
Glen Aasheim, MD Tonya Buxton
William Burg, CPA Kate Cassidy
Pam Holmquist, Commissioner Paul Conrad
Duane Larson, City Representative Lisa Dennison
Aaron McConkey, PE Leslie Diede
Wayne Miller, MD Wanda Forbes
David Myerowitz, MD Theresa Majeski

Ryan Murray
Jennifer Rankosky
Joe Russell
Lucie Shea
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Variance Request—McGregor Lake Lodge, LLC
Joe Russell stated that McGregor Lakes RV, LLC has requested a one-year extension to the
variance that the Board granted to them in 2012. They are asking for this extension so that they
may work to fulfill the requirements of the Department of Environmental Quality. The
Department of Environmental Quality has agreed to a one-year study of the wastewater
generated at the McGregor Lakes RV Park. The reasons for this study are described in a report
that was submitted to the Board. Russell said that the Department of Health recommends that
the Board grant this extension.

MOTION Duane Larson to approve the variance extension to McGregor Lake Lodge,
LLC with the conditions outlined in the Health Officer’s Report to the Board of
Health which will expire June 30, 2016.

SECOND Burg MOTION CARRIED

Initiation of Rulemaking—Solid Pressure Sewer Line Floodplain
Russell said that the Department of Health will publish that there will be a Public Hearing at the
next Board of Health Regular Meeting and the Board will take action to approve the Rulemaking
for Solid Pressure Sewer Line in Floodplain at that same meeting.

Aaron McConkey gave suggestions for changes.
 Table 1 (b) – McConkey suggested changes in the wording from: “This would not

include forcemains for sewage and sewage effluent with the following conditions” to:
forcemains for sewage and sewage effluent are excluded with the following conditions”

 Item (iii) - McConkey suggested striking the last sentence; “HDPE pipe and fittings shall
not be joined by solvent cements, adhesives, and threaded connections or with the use of
barbed hose fittings”.

 Item (iv), McConkey suggested to replace the entire sentence with, “Hydrostatic and
leakage testing shall be completed on all constructed forcemains for the minimum period
of 2 hours tested at 1.5 times the operating pressure or 60 psi, whichever is the greater
value. No loss of pressure less than 5 psi will be allowed.”-

There was discussion about the requirements and regulations for solid pressure sewer lines.

MOTION Larson to approve the Initiation of Rulemaking for Section 10Solid Pressure
Sewer Line in Floodplain with modifications suggested by the Board.

SECOND McConkey MOTION CARRIED

Rabies Policy Regarding Vaccination

Aasheim asked if there was any discussion. There was no discussion.

MOTION Miller to approve the Rabies Policy Regarding Vaccination for the Flathead
County Animal Shelter.

SECOND David Myerowitz MOTION CARRIED
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Fee Schedule
Russell said that all the fees on the schedule that was submitted to the Board have been
previously approved by the board. The only change on this fee schedule is the Rabies Vaccine
fees that the Board had just approved. This fee is newly implemented and did not exist before.
Fees are based on the department costs with the exception of food related fees which are
legislatively set.

MOTION Larson to approve the fee schedule as presented to the Board with the addition
of the Rabies Vaccine Administration Fee.

SECOND Miller MOTION CARRIED

Departmental Reports

Community Health/WIC
Lisa Dennison gave a summary of the Community Health/WIC department reports that were
submitted to the Board.

 STD numbers have now been incorporated into the Communicable Disease Report. The
report reflects numbers from the past 12 months.

 There has been a significant spike in Varicella cases. A potential source may have been at
an eighth grader event called “Graduation Matters” where a number of students from
various schools gathered at the County Fairgrounds. One child was found who was
positive with Chickenpox andtransmitted it to other participants. Approximately half of
the diagnosed cases were linked to this event. Other cases have been reported which are
not linked to the eighth grade event.

 Community Health is asking healthcare providers to notify them when cases of Varicella
are diagnosed in their clinics.

 Community Health has informed the schools that they should notify parents that their
children must stay home with Chickenpox until all of the lesions have been crusted over
and that they should encourage the families to have their children vaccinated for
Varicella.

 There is a confirmed case of TB being treated at Kalispell Regional Medical Center. This
person is not from Flathead County and the only persons who have had contact with this
person in Flathead County have been Kalispell Regional employees. These employees
are being contacted by Kalispell Regional Occupational Health staff that is doing the
contact tracing. All contacts in the county from where the patient is from are being
investigated by that County’s personnel.

 There was a potential TB case that turned out to be negative. Through the process of
investigation of this case, the Community Health staff worked closely with the two local
hospitals, state personnel, and the local infectious disease doctor. This collaboration
worked very well and was found to be a good practice for any future situations that may
arise.

 The schools are now all in compliance with the immunization documentation. There is
one child who is not in compliance and has been excluded.
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 There have been two funding changes in Child and Maternal Health and WIC.
o The Pregnant and Parenting Teens Program had a $9000.00 carryover which will

be used to temporarily give one part-time nurse full time hours through July 31,
2015. She will use these extra hours to work on the sustainability of the program.

o There will be a decrease in Full Time Equivalent (FTE) for the Healthy Montana
Family Program. There is a plan to find ways to increase the revenue of this
program and to use Home Visiting revenues so that they will not have to decrease
the FTE or pull from the general fund.

Russell added that WIC program had a successful audit done by the State earlier in the month.

Environmental Health
Kate Cassidy reported for the Environmental Health Department:

 Open burning season began March 1st and will run for two months. After that burning
will be allowed by permit only.

 There were a few poor food establishment scores. One was an operation at the recent
Wedding Expo which was not set up properly.

 Emmanuel Lutheran has made the corrections required from the last inspection where
they had received a C+ and have now received an A+. The problems occurred because of
poor food handling practices.

There was discussion that schools, hospitals and assisted living facilities should be held at a
higher standard.

Community Health Center/Family Planning
There was no report presented.

Health Promotion
Leslie Diede reported for the Health Promotion Department:

 An application has been submitted for next year’s Buckle Up Program funding. An
increase was requested in order to do some additional tasks and to attempt to do some
work in Lincoln County since they do not have a Buckle up Program and it is a high risk
area for accidents.

 June 18 has been set for this year’s Project Homeless Connect. The plan is to do a longer
one day event this year instead of two days as in past years.

 Health Promotion staff is working to coordinate with the Center for Disease Control to
conduct a mammogram day with Community Health Center. This would involve setting
up the Winkley Coach Mobile mammography unit from the hospital in the parking lot,
having the nurse practitioners in the Community Health Center do the breast exams and
writing the orders, then sending the women to the Winkley Coach to have their
mammograms done the same day. If this works out they would plan to do this on a
regular basis.

Aasheim asked about the percentage of goal numbers being down on the Montana Cancer
Screening Program report that was submitted. Diede said that there are several reasons that the
numbers have been down, one being that more women have insurance now and the program only
covers women who are uninsured. Recently the State has changed guidelines to include
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underinsured with a deductible of $500 or more. Diede said another reason for the low numbers
is that there has been a changeover in staffing and an increase in their work load. They have a
large stack of applications that the staff is working to set appointments for.

Home Health
Paul Conrad reported for Home Health.

 The daily census was at 70 and ending census on the data report was 75% which indicates
an increase.

 The referral agency The Springs shows 3 referrals on the data report but was actually 10.
 Many of their referrals are for physical therapy which is one of the strengths of Home

Health.
 The National Organization for Home Care is trying to abolish the Face-to-Face but

Conrad doubts they will succeed. Recently it has been required for each Home Health
Agency in the country to supply five examples of a Face-to-Face visit and then they
would be critiqued. The reports that the Flathead County Home Health has supplied have
passed with no difficulty.

 Home Health is replacing their laptops with iPads which will be an expense.
 Since their competitor Home Options has new management they do not have the positive

working relationship with them that they once had.
 Their revenue is approaching 100% which is a positive sign that things are improving.

Animal Shelter
There was no report from the Animal Shelter.

Mosquito District
There was no report from the Mosquito District

Accreditation Report
There was no Accreditation Report.

Health Officer’s Report
Russell gave a summary of the Health Officer’s Report that was submitted to the Board.
Budget and Finance:

 The FY 2016 budget is being compiled and when ready a budget meeting will be set up
with the finance committee. A preliminary estimation is that with a mill levy increase of
1.2 factored in, the overall budget is looking good with approximately $180,000.00 going
into the Capitol Improvement Fund.

 Russell said that $400,000.00 will be pulled out of Family Planning from the Title X cash
reserves and transferred to the Health Department Capitol Improvement Fund. This will
leave a cash balance of $210,000.00 in the Family Planning Title X fund. A copy of the
letter that Russell presented to the FCHC regarding this transaction is attached to the
Health Officer’s Report.

Legislative Matters:
 HB 73—the “opt-out” law for immunization records died in House Human Services

Committee
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 HB 158—Proposing Rulemaking Authority for Vaccine Requirement was modified in
committee to update the vaccination schedule and keep it in statute. It passed on the third
reading and is on the Governor’s desk. There is now an updated vaccination schedule
that includes Varicella and Pertussis vaccinations.

 The Pharmacist immunization bill died in Committee.
 SB 31—The Raw Honey Bill passed on the second reading in the House 99-0. This

allows raw honey to be sold at farmer’s markets.
 HB 478—The Cottage Food Bill has passed out of the House with few amendments and

has been assigned to the Senate Agriculture Committee. SB 31 conflicts with HB 478
and if both bills pass, they will reconcile SB 31 to HB 478.

 HB 245—The Raw Milk Bill has been amended to add “Cow Shares”. The bill passed
the House on the second reading 66-34. Due to the fiscal impacts of the Bill it has been
referred to the House Appropriations Committee for a hearing on Friday, March 20th.

There was discussion about how the changes that SB 31 and HB 478 will affect inspection
process and regulations for raw honey and home processed food products. There was discussion
about the Raw Milk Bill and that the Health Officer objects to it. Four legislators from Flathead
County have objected to the Bill.

Larson asked for clarification about no restrictions regarding the use of the Title X funding that
would come out of the Family Planning funds. Russell explained that these funds were
generated by fees and not by grants. Grants are spent when they are received however fees are
what expand the cash balance.

Committee Reports
Russell said an Ad Hoc Committee meeting was held to discuss putting together funds and how
the Health Center will contribute. The Health Center will occupy 17,000 square feet. At $10 per
square foot, over a 10 year period, this would come to $1.74 million or $174, 000 per year and
would be their contribution to the Board of Health. The Medicaid Health Improvement Program
will contribute approximately $90,000 per year.

Other Business
There was no other business

Board Member Comments
Larson asked the Board for their opinion as to whether he should take part in the FCHC strategic
planning sessions as he had been invited to do so. He felt that it was not his place to participate.
The Board felt that he personally should not be expected to be involved but that there are certain
subjects, such as plans for building and their finances, where the Board of Health should be
involved.

Chairperson Aasheim adjourned the meeting at 2:25.

Transcribed by Wanda Forbes, Secretary


