
FLATHEAD CITY-COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
MINUTES OF FEBRUARY REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 19, 2015
1:00 – 3:00 P.M.

CONFERENCE ROOM A&B / 2ND FLOOR
EARL BENNETT BUILDING

1035 1ST AVENUE WEST
KALISPELL, MONTANA

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Glen Aasheim at 1:05 p.m.

Attendance

Members Present Members Absent Others
Glen Aasheim, MD Cliff Bennett
William Burg, CPA Tonya Buxton
Pam Holmquist, Commissioner Kate Cassidy
Duane Larson, City Representative Paul Conrad
Aaron McConkey, PE Melanie Cross
Wayne Miller, MD Lisa Dennison
David Myerowitz, MD Leslie Diede

Nicole Faoro
Laura Forner
Wanda Forbes
Sarah Gardner
Bruce Gunderson
Hillary Hanson
Cary Heskett
Andrew Hurst
Louis Kentros
Jerry Lipp
Christine Miller
Devin Morrell
Ryan Murray
Erin Ramsay
Jennifer Rankosky
Joe Russell
Sarah Sibbert
Jody White
Morgan Zauner
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Approval of Agenda

MOTION Bill Burg to approve the agenda as written.
SECOND David Myerowitz MOTION CARRIED

Approval of Minutes of January 15, 2015 regular meeting

MOTION Myerowitz to approve the minutes of the January 15, 2015 Regular
Meeting.

SECOND Burg MOTION CARRIED

Approval of the Minutes of January 29, 2015 Telephonic Meeting.

MOTION Burg to approve the minutes of the January 29, 2015 Telephonic Meeting.
SECOND Myerowitz MOTION CARRIED

Citizen Comments
There was a number of visiting nursing students present to observe the meeting. Aasheim asked
for each to stand to tell about their planned nursing careers.

Variance Request—Hurst
Russell stated that a variance request has been submitted by Andrew and Melany Hurst who
want to run a solid sewer line through a floodplain. The Hurst’s want to build out of the
floodplain and their drain field is out of the floodplain, but to get to that point they need to run a
line through the floodplain. This would be a variance to Section 10.2 in the regulations which
require a 5ft setback to a floodplain for any solid component of a sewage treatment system. The
Board would need to approve this variance.

 Russell intends to rewrite Section 10.2 to include conditions for running lines through
floodplains.

Russell said that he has no objection to granting this variance.

MOTION Burg to approve the variance request of Andrew and Melanie Hurst with
conditions attached.

SECOND Myerowitz MOTION CARRIED

Public Hearing—Flathead county Rabies Control Program
Aasheim called the Public Hearing to order. The members of the Board of Health who were
present were, Chairperson Glen Aasheim, MD, William Burg, CPA, Pam Holmquist, County
Commissioner, Duane Larson, City Representative, Aaron McConkey, PE, Wayne Miller, MD,
and David Myerowitz, MD.

Aasheim prefaced the hearing by stating: The Board will hold a public hearing at this time
regarding the Flathead County Rabies Control Program. Members of the audience that would
like to comment on the Flathead County Rabies Control Program may do so at this time. We
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will first hear from any opponents, proponents then anyone who would like to provide
information and not take a position on the program.

Aasheim asked, “Are there any opponents?”
There were no opponents.

Aasheim asked, “Are there any proponents?”
There were no proponents.

Aasheim asked “Is there anyone who would like to speak to this matter?”
Dr. Kevin Morrell took the podium. He stated that he was pleased with the new proposed Rabies
Control Program and he thanked the Board for taking it on. He had submitted a written response
and highlighted what it said. The suggestions he gave were from the Compendium of Animal
Rabies Prevention and Control 2011: National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians,
Inc.

 He said he was pleased that cats had been added to the document.
 He suggested the addition of ferrets be added to the document as they come into close

contact with people and would likely eat or play with a bat that has died from rabies.
 He suggested that adding horses and livestock be considered.
 He said that in his clinic they recommend a vaccine schedule that includes eight weeks,

12 weeks, and 16 weeks with rabies vaccine being given on the 16 week appointment.
The proposed program schedule of three months and four months would put their
schedule in non-compliance with regulations if it is to be given before four months of
age. He suggested that the first rabies vaccine be given between three and five months of
age.

 He urged that a standardized Vaccine Exemption Certificate form be adopted for all
veterinarians to use which could be downloaded from the County website. He submitted
Alaska’s Certificate of Exemption for a model.

Aasheim asked if anyone else wanted to speak. No one else stepped forward to speak.

Aasheim stated, “This public hearing will now close and we will use the time for questions from
the Board. Members of the audience will refrain from speaking unless asked to speak by a
member of the Board.” Aasheim asked,” Does the Board have any comments or questions?”

Duane Larson said that he had concerns about ferrets not being added and now wondered about
horses after Morrell made his suggestions.

Myerowitz said that he believed they had talked about ferrets and had decided that because they
were an indoor animal they would not be considered. Myerowitz asked Morrell for his opinion.
Morrell said that ferrets will eat dead bats and that would be the reason for consideration of
adding them.

Russell had submitted a written response to Morrell’s comments. In his response regarding
ferrets he stated that after the Department considered the addition of ferrets it was believed it
would be difficult to enforce with the exception of a bite investigation. Regarding the addition
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of horses and livestock to the Rabies Control Program, after the Department considered this
request, on behalf of the Board it is believed that it is out of the scope of what we are capable of
controlling through the operation of the Animal Shelter and their activities with the Animal
Control Officers. Regarding the rabies time table for vaccination, Russell said that after
consideration of the request it is believed that keeping the schedule as stated is appropriate
however he said that they will change it from three to four to three to five months.

There was added discussion about the effects of rabies on livestock and horses and the regulation
of vaccinating.

Russell said that if horses and livestock were added to the Rabies Control Program it would have
to be re-noticed and they could not take action at this meeting.

Russell submitted a memorandum to the Board regarding HB 521 Analysis which states that “the
Board may not adopt a rule that is more stringent than comparable state regulations or guidelines
that address the same circumstances, unless the Board makes certain written finding establishing
the need for the rule.” Russell stated in this memorandum that “The rule set forth does not have
a comparable state rule and therefore this analysis is not necessary.” Russell said that before the
Board can take action, this needs to be on the record and in the motion.

Russell also pointed out the Private Property Assessment Act checklist that he had distributed.
The checklist asks the question, “Does the proposed agency action have takings implications
under the Private Property Assessment Act?” Russell wanted it to be on record and in the
motion that by the Actions of the Board they will not be taking anyone’s property.

MOTION Burg to adopt the Flathead County Rabies Control Program with an
amendment from three to four months to say from three to five months on the
initial immunization and to note the memorandum that this is not a rule more
stringent than State regulations since there are no state regulations here and
that the Board is not taking implication of the Private Property Assessment
Act and will not include ferrets, horses, or livestock as per Russell’s response
to public comment.

SECOND Myerowitz MOTION CARRIED

Departmental Reports

Community Health/WIC
Hillary Hanson gave updates of past reports:

 There were 27 influenza hospitalizations in the month of January.
 There were a higher number of cases and hospitalizations than last year but still below

the 2012/13 influenza season which was dominated by H3 influenza. She did not have
hospitalization numbers for that year because they were not being recorded at that point.

 The report that she submitted broke down the age range and the vaccination status of the
40 hospitalizations that occurred this year in Flathead County. She did not have the
statewide report.

 About half of those hospitalized had received vaccinations.
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 Hanson and Jody White are working on combining the communicable disease and the
STD data into one report so they aren’t separated out between the Health Center and
Community Health.

 Influenza immunization numbers have dropped as they are nearing the end of the season.

 Community Health has been working with school administrators to get the paperwork
completed. There are four schools that have not completed the paperwork. They are
Flathead, Glacier, Trinity Lutheran, and Deer Park. She anticipates that they will have
completed their work with these schools by next month.

There was some discussion about being more proactive with the schools and pressing them
harder to make getting all students documented a priority. Hanson said that Heather Murray is
staying in close contact with the schools and is working hard to get them to realize the
importance of accurate reporting. The process has been slowed by the fact that Flathead and
Glacier have one school nurse who works two days a week, one day at each school. This slows
the process because she is in contact with the parents one week and cannot follow up on it until
one week later. The Superintendent and school administrators have been made aware of this.

A question was asked about the requirement for students to be vaccinated before they can be
admitted to school and why so many students have been allowed to attend who are not
documented. Hanson said Flathead has three students who are undocumented, Glacier 11,
Trinity has completed their work, and Deer Park has 26. She said that at Deer Park it is not that
the students are not vaccinated but that the school has not finished the review of the records.
Hanson said that the issue with Flathead and Glacier is that their electronic records were not up
to date and that they have had to revert back to using paper documentation. If they are not able
to find the immunization records the parents are receiving a letter stating that if records are not
produced by a certain date then the child will not be able to attend school until vaccinations are
complete.

Russell said that the school Superintendent and the administration has been compliant and are on
board to get this solved.

 Hanson will give an updated report of the work they are doing in the schools at the next
meeting.

Hanson said that in the process of investigating a recent possible measles case that turned out to
be negative, it was discovered that the schools do not have measles vaccination records for their
teachers. The Community Health staff has sent out letters to the schools, informing them that if
their teachers do not have vaccination records they will be excluded. The Superintendent and
administrators have been working with them to sort out the vaccination records for the teachers.
In state teachers records are being reviewed on Immtrax. Community Health has offered MMR
clinics at the schools and thus far only Bigfork has accepted the offer which was done the past
week.

A question was asked how this was being accepted by the superintendents. Hanson said the
superintendents are getting a lot of pushback from their own teachers and have asked that a
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revised letter be sent out with a clearer algorithm of how the teachers and staff would be
excluded because they felt the teachers weren’t taking it seriously. The superintendents jointly
decided to make sure that it was clear to people that if they were excluded from school for not
having appropriate vaccination records it would not be administrative leave but they would have
to take their own personal leave.
There was added discussion about the vulnerability of the average age of teachers being under
immunized and the need for them to be vaccinated.

Environmental Health
Kate Cassidy reported that six Environmental Health Staff attended the safety training for the
FDA 2013 Food Code that was adopted by the State which is now being used for their food
inspections. In that code it is stated that a member of management from every food establishment
has to go through a food safety training program and the state is giving one year to complete this
requirement. Six Environmental Health staff took a Train the Trainer course. They will team up
with Flathead Valley Community College to teach at least one operator from a retail food
establishment each month beginning in May. This is an eight hour course with a two hour test
and the certification will be valid for five years.

Cassidy reported that there were two poor scores last month which were followed up on with in a
week. There is more activity in the septic program with the spring weather.

Community Health Clinic/Family Planning
White gave the Community Health Clinic/Family Planning report.

 The Medicaid Health Improvement Program report was not added to the report submitted
to the Board until that day and part of the dental report was added late and should be on
the electronic version.

 The Insurance Outreach ended their enrollment over the weekend and had good
enrollment numbers. The numbers will be available at the next meeting

 The staff attended the CHC day at the Legislature Monday and Tuesday and were able to
reach out to Legislators regarding Medicaid expansion and how that might look in
Montana. She said that they learned that neither the Democrat nor the Republican version
will be passed but that there is a non-partisan group working on a compromise that will
hopefully meet the insurance needs of many Montanans.

 They are working on the budget for their request for increased staffing for the July
residency expansion.

 White will be attending the National Association of Community Health Centers Policy
and Issues Forum in Washington, DC in March.

Miller asked White to report on the reimbursement for the Residency Program by The University
of Montana in terms of estimate and timeliness. White said that the University has not questioned
the reimbursement at all. As far as timeliness the process is slow since it goes through the
Counties finance department then through their processing. The University has not refuted any
of the requests that have been made. They have reimbursed everything that they have been
invoiced for. White said they are going to approach the University for support to do outreach to
increase their patient numbers.
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Aasheim asked what the waiting time for appointments is. Jody said that they have same day
appointments and walk-ins. For immediate acute care needs they do what they can to get adults
in the day they call and they will absolutely see a child with an acute need the same day. For
appointments such as follow-ups and wellness exams, they will see the patient in a few days, up
to but not more than two weeks.
Aasheim asked if the Residents are keeping busy. White said that the University is very happy
with what they have been able to provide for the Residents and they want to be sure to keep that
up. They plan to do outreaches to assure that this happens. She said that the only area of their
requirements where they were behind was on Medicare visits. They have met their requirements
with OB visits which have increased.

Health Promotion
Leslie Diede gave the Health Promotion report.

 Health Promotion is following several pieces of legislation:
oThe E-Cigarette bill passed out of committee and will hit the House floor on this day.
oThe DUI Taskforce bill that they have been hoping would pass to allow reallocation of

funds to counties that have DUI Taskforce programs in place did pass
overwhelmingly in the house and is expected to pass the Senate.

oTwo staff from the Tobacco Use Prevention Program took some youth to Helena to talk
to the Legislature about adequate funding for the Tobacco Program, the E-Cigarette
bill and among other topics.

 Health Promotion and Community Health Center participated in the Winter Warm-up
Project which was a “mini” Project Homeless Connect. They saw over 500 people,
which for a one day event, was highly successful.

There was added discussion about the E-Cigarette legislation and the fact that E-Cigarettes are
not taxed and are unregulated.

Home Health
Paul Conrad gave an overview of the written report submitted to the Board.

 There is an ‘up-tick’ in patient census because of the problem with ice creating falls.
 The daily census is a little higher than last month at 67.
 They now have 15 separate referral sources.
 There has been an increased number of patients with decubiti and other wounds with an

increase of the costs for the care of these wounds.
 They had a three payroll month which affected the bottom line.
 They trained a new R.N. which also affected the cash flow.

Aasheim asked what type of wounds they are treating. Conrad said they were from bed sores
and these have been significant.

Aasheim asked how the Face-to-Face was progressing. Conrad said that it is status quo at this
time and he will report more next month.

Animal Shelter
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Cliff Bennett said that the new addition is up and running and has greatly improved the housing
for both cats and dogs.

 Last week the Animal Shelter had a surprise visit by a veterinarian from the American
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals who gave them high marks for
cleanliness and housing.

 He invited the Board to visit the shelter to tour the new addition.
 Bennett will be at the Animal Care Expo in March.
 According to a chart that Bennett submitted to the board illustrating the national shelter

statistics regarding average length of stay for intake type, the Flathead Animal Shelter
excels.

 This year Flathead Shelter Friends has arranged an architect for them to work with, they
paid the engineering fees of about $4000.00, put $16,000.00 toward the cat enclosures
and are equipping what is called “Small-Ville”, costing about $7500.00.

 The Shelter is working on a new architectural design for the proposed veterinary addition
and have had some funds donated, but Bennett does not have word on when ground
breaking will occur. He said it would be difficult to go through another cold winter in the
trailer they are currently using for veterinary care. Whenever they get the go ahead they
are ready to begin the bidding process. The expected costs for the facility are
approximately $130,000.00 according to Russell.

Mosquito District
Bruce Gunderson reported that this year he will hire an intern from Flathead Valley Community
College who will do a Chemical Efficacy study for the chemicals that the Mosquito District uses.
This study will be done primarily on the Larvicides which they predominately use. With the
early snowmelt we may be seeing some early development of mosquitos this year.

Accreditation Update
Hanson reported that she and Murray attended training in Virginia and now have officially
begun their timeline for documentation submissions. Regarding the Strategic Plan, Teresa Von-
Majeski, CDC Associate, has been contacting long-term care facilities and nursing homes
regarding their influenza policies. The facilities have been agreeing to talk to her about their
policies and some are willing to have their policies reviewed and have agreed to do the staff
surveys. This should provide helpful data for determining currant measures. The positive
response from these facilities has been encouraging.

Health Officer’s Report
Russell highlighted some of the items in the report he submitted to the Board.

 There is $742,000 in the cash balance. January was a three pay day month which took
over $100,000 from the cash funds.

 The CIP fund has no additional expenditures this year except for upcoming building
activities. He will meet with the commissioners to discuss how these funds will be
distributed for the upcoming building activities.

Russell asked the Board to take one more action regarding the Rabies Control Program
ordinance. He said that the Rabies Control Program ordinance would be effective March 21,
2015 because it would be 30 days from the day of this meeting. The Commissioners ordinance
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goes into effect at 30 days after they approve it. He does not want to have an overlap with
regulation.

MOTION Miller to make the Flathead City County Rabies Control Program ordinance
effective March 21, 2015.

SECOND Burg MOTION CARRIED

Russell brought attention to some legislative matters.
 House Bill 73 is the “opt-in opt-out” law for immunization records registry bill. This Bill

would explicitly allow healthcare providers to share immunization information with the
Immunization Information System (IIS) unless a patient or patient representative “opts-
out” of participation. He said that HB 73 has been heard but has not had any action out of
committee yet.

 House Bill 158 would shift the list of required immunizations for school-aged children
from statute to Administrative Rule. This Bill was modified in committee to update the
vaccination schedule and keep it in statute. A personal exemption was also added. The
Bill passed the House in this form and was heard in the Senate Education Committee.
The exemption was removed by the committee, and if it passes on the Senate floor, it will
go back to the House for concurrence.

 The Pharmacist immunization bill does have a Bill number now. It just came out and he
knows few details about it. One thing that they asked for and is in the Bill is that when
pharmacists do vaccinations they have to be a part of the Immunization Registry of
Montana.

 Senate Bill 31—Raw Honey Bill is moving along.
 The Cottage Food Bill has been introduced. There are amendments being considered.
 House Bill 245—Raw Milk Bill is out of committee and is awaiting action on the House

floor. It has been amended to add “Cow Shares”.

There was much discussion of why passing the Raw Milk Bill would be harmful to public health
and why it is the opinion of the Department of Health that it is not a good idea.

Miller asked why the subject of Septage has not been discussed. Russell answered that the
subject will be re-visited again by the Commissioners.

Committee Reports
There were no committee reports.

Other Business
There was no other business.

Board Member Comments
There were no comments.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:39.

Transcribed by Wanda Forbes, Secretary


