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Area IX Agency on Aging Advisory Council 
Flathead County 

MINUTES OF MEETING 1/10/2019 
Earl Bennett Conference Room, 2:00 pm 

 
 
 
Prepared by: Christine Neater  
 
Note: The Finance Committee did not meet.  
 
CALL TO ORDER: Lois Katz, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
PRESENT 
 
Members: Dee Boyce, Kat Dodd, Jim Driscoll, Glenn Graham, Stan Harper, Pamela 
Holmquist (Commissioner), Linda Hunt, Lois Katz (Chair), Dale Lauman, Marceen 
Liechti, Diane Queen Miller, Nola Rice, and Pat Sylvia 
 
Staff: Lisa Sheppard (Director), Beth Richardson (Assist. Director), Christine Neater 
(Community Outreach Coordinator) 
 
Guests: Jane Steele, Jenn Prunty, Chad Campbell (Regional Director for Senator 
Tester) and Kris Carlson 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: There was no public comment. 
 
CHAIR OPENING REMARKS: Lois Katz extended greetings to the participants in the 
room. Lisa Sheppard, Director, thanked the group for their valuable input at the last 
meeting. Lois informed the group about a current mail scam targeting older adults.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes of January 11, 2019 were reviewed. Glenn 
Graham moved to approve. Kat Dodd seconded. All in favor. Motion passed. 
 
PRESENTATION: Jenn Prunty gave an informative presentation about a new nonprofit 
she has founded called My Glacier Village, which follows the national Village-to-Village 
model where older adults pay a monthly membership fee in exchange for a certain 
number of hours of volunteer support and opportunities for socialization. Adults of all 
ages can volunteer. My Glacier Village will also offer a passive home monitoring system 
for an additional monthly fee. Members asked numerous questions and suggested Jenn 
connect with local senior centers and senior housing complexes. Members asked Jenn 
to come back again with an update.   
 
AOA DIRECTOR REPORT  
 
 Financial Report: In the past, financial information has been presented at a separate 

meeting prior to the council meeting, but often no one but the Chair attends, so Lisa 
proposed including a report in the general meeting two times a year. Members 
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agreed. Lisa gave a brief overview of the FY 2020 budget, which is in process. We 
anticipate the additional federal funding from FY 2019 to continue in FY 2020. We 
are planning for the 2.5% cut in state funding to continue as well, but that could 
change as a result of the current legislative session. Lisa noted M4A has a new 
director/lobbyist who is advocating for increases in aging services funding.   
 

 Eagle Transit: Lisa reported Eagle Transit will receive an $87,000 increase in 
funding for FY 2020. Lisa also presented information on the new Orange Line, which 
includes more neighborhood stops and stops directly in front of apartment 
complexes in Kalispell. We are also implementing a “Fare Free February” campaign 
to offer free fixed route rides in the month of February to encourage new ridership. 

 
 The paperwork to establish the Partners of the Agency on Aging as a 501(c)(3) has 

been filed thanks to the efforts of Mike Merchant, Dale Lauman and Chuck Wilhoit 
who have agreed to be the founding board members. The organization will serve to 
raise funds to support existing and expanded programs at the AOA. 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS:   
 Members were encouraged to attend the Area Plan on Aging Public Meeting on 

Tuesday, January 22nd . 
 Medicare 101 classes were announced for the year’s schedule.  
 Christine informed the group that the BEC outreach focus will be on assisting 

older adults to apply for 2EC (homeowner/renter tax credit) and LIEAP (energy 
assistance). 

 
NEXT MEETING: The next meeting is scheduled for March 14th and the main agenda 
item will be presentation/vote on the new Area Plan on Aging. Lisa will email it to 
members for review prior to the meeting. 
 


