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AREA IX AGENCY ON AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Flathead County 

MINUTES OF MEETING 06/11/2015 
The Summit, 2:00 pm 

 
Prepared by: Lisa Sheppard 
 

Note:  The Finance Committee met at 1:30 to review the financial reports.   
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Lois Katz, Chair, called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm.   
 

Present 
 Members: Tracy Bridges, Jennifer Crowley, Jim Driscoll, Doug Gilbertson, Sharla Hinman, 

Sue Holst (RSVP), Jenna Justice, Lois Katz (Chair), Mary Reckin, Dick Reedquist, Paula 
Robinson 

 Staff:  Lisa Sheppard (Director) 
 Guest:  Barbara Hinkley, Shay Jackson 

 

INVOCATION:  Jenna Justice 
 

INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS and GUESTS:  Members introduced themselves and Tracy 
Bridges introduced Shay Jackson, intern at Immanuel Lutheran Communities. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – No public comment, but Doug Gilbertson informed members about the 
latest scams aimed at older adults and offered to deliver his scam presentation to interested 
groups. 
 

CHAIR OPENING REMARKS  
 

 Lois informed the board members that Bob Cheney passed away and shared his 
obituary.   

 Lois shared her recent experiences in engaging in outreach efforts with AOA Community 
Outreach Coordinator Christine Neater.  They have presented to other provider 
organizations and to church groups and have been successful in both educating folks 
about AOA services and helping people sign up for services.  For example, at one church 
presentation, they were able to sign up 8 people for Dial-A-Ride. 

 Lois encouraged other members to explore how they might help to spread the word. 
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APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES - The minutes of April, 9, 2015, were reviewed.  Doug moved to 
approve, Jenna Justice seconded, all in favor.  Motion passed.  
 

AOA DIRECTOR REPORT 
 

Lisa reported the following: 
 

 Legislative Update, Budget Update and Area Plan 
o The state budget includes an increase of $250,000 for aging services for each year of 

the coming biennium.  For FY 2016, this translates into a little over $21,000 in 
additional state funds.  We also will receive an additional $5,000 in federal funds. 

o DPHHS has also applied for a smaller Benefits Enrollment Center grant (than the one 
initially applied for) that if awarded would provide us with approximately $26,000 to 
enhance our benefits counseling services for Medicare recipients.  We would 
implement the grant as a subcontractor to Area VI Agency on Aging out of Polson.  
We should know very soon if we have been selected for the grant as the grant 
period starts July 1. 

o The County budget process is starting to wrap up.  Our budget requests have been 
preliminarily approved, including our request to purchase cameras for the Eagle 
Transit buses. 

o We are still waiting to hear back from DPHHS regarding any changes we might need 
to make to our Area Plan draft prior to submitting it to the Commissioners for review 
and approval.  

 Building  Update: 
o Diane Queen Miller has raised $7,600 for the patio.  The build of the patio has been 

donated by Alpine Landscaping, valued at approximately $20,000.  We’ve spent 
$1,100 on deeply discounted pavers and $2,100 on 4 commercial patio furniture sets 
at the Sizzler auction, leaving $4,400 for umbrellas, BBQ grill, outdoor heaters and 
other accessories.  

 New Member Orientation.    Lisa asked new members how they would prefer to receive the 
orientation materials.  The consensus was that Lisa would email the updated power point 
presentation and any other pertinent materials to all members.   

 

COMMITTEES 
 

By-Laws 
 Lisa emailed a draft to members prior to the meeting. The draft had been reviewed by Tara 

Fugina, Deputy County Attorney.  
 Members reviewed, discussed and commented on the suggested changes.   
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 Members agreed to modify the draft document as follows: 
o Article II, Section 2:  delete the word “all” in the opening paragraph and in point #4. 
o Article III, Section 2:  

• change the officer term from one year to two years 
• add the option for a member whose final term has expired to sit out one year 

and then be eligible to reapply 
o Article IV, Section 2:  in the second sentence remove the words “to two years” 

 Lisa will send the modified draft to Tara.  Once she approves it, per current by-laws, 
members will be given at least 15 days’ notice prior to the official Council vote. 

 
OUTREACH/EVENTS 
 

 The Older Americans Picnic will be held June 19, 2015 at the Expos Center at the 
Fairgrounds. Doors open at 10:00.  Meal served from 11:30-1:00. Lisa encouraged members 
who had not already signed up to volunteer to contact Christine Neater if they wanted to do 
so. 

 Don K Subaru is supporting our Meals on Wheels program through the national Subaru 
Loves to Help campaign.  They are collecting non-perishable food items at the dealership 
and donating a portion of the proceeds from all Subarus sold in the month of June.  

 Sue Holts gave an update on the preparation for the Senior Rest Area at the Fair. 
 

MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 The Whitefish Community Center will hold its annual Bluegrass Bash fundraiser at the 

Center on Saturday, June 20th. 
 On Friday June 26, 2015, Frontier Hospice is presenting “The Longest Loss: Alzheimer’s 

Disease and Dementia” at Immanuel Lutheran Care Center. 
 The Kalispell Senior Center is looking for a new Office Manager as Khit Harding is moving 

out of the state in July. 
 

ADJOURNMENT - Meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM. 
 
 
 


