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AREA IX AGENCY ON AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Flathead County 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING 3/14/2013 

The Summit, 1:00 pm 
 

Prepared by: Kathi Kallis 
 
Note:  The Finance Committee did not meet to allow for sufficient time to conduct focus group sessions. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Donna Bosch, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm. 
 
INVOCATION:  Doug Gilbertson 
 
Present 
 Members: Gary Krueger (Commissioner), Doug Gilbertson (Vice-Chair), Brenda Lynch, Jim 

Pearson, Jennifer Crowley, JoLynn Yenne, Rich Williams, Scott Huckeba, Lois Katz, Tracy Bridges, 
Brenda Lynch, Mary Meister, Mary Miers, Bev Sorenson,  

 Guest:  Maarten Fischer (A-Plus Health Care)  
 Staff:  Lisa Sheppard (Director), Kathi Kallis (Office Administrator), Sue Holst (RSVP Manager) 

 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Introductions were made by all. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 
The minutes of January 10, 2013 were approved. February 14, 2013 minutes were amended and 
approved with the addition of Lois Katz as present. 
 
Sequestration 
 Lisa Sheppard discussed the anticipated cuts to our funding in Fiscal Year 2013 as well as Fiscal 

Year 2014.  For our current FY2013, we are looking at approximately a 5% cut in our federal 
funding.  No cuts in our state funding and the state may be able to do something to offset those 
federal cuts. 

 We do not anticipate any cut in our state funding in FY14, but plan an 8.2% cut from the federal 
government.  We will be using that information when preparing our FY14 budgets.  
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Open Forum 
 Lisa Sheppard talked about the open forum meeting on March 21, 2013, at 1:00 pm at the 

Agency on Aging.  Lisa encouraged everyone to attend and give feedback to what the needs are 
for seniors in our community. 
 

CDBG Grant 
 Debbie Pierson, County Grant Specialist, is putting together the information for a $450,000 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) to help fund a new building.  An independent 
architectural group is looking at two sites selected by the Commissioners - the property north of 
the Fairgrounds and the property south of the County Health Department.  The architects have a 
list of criteria against which to evaluate those sites.  The report will also include a cost estimate. 
We need letters of support for the building, especially personal accounts from those affected by 
programs that we offer.  There will be a public meeting at Kalispell City Hall on April 1st. Lisa will 
email the time/date and any specifics. 
 

By-Laws 
 There is a By-Law Review Committee meeting set for March 18th to review the current Agency 

on Aging By-Laws and make recommendations for improvements to the full Council.   
 

Legislative Update 
 JoLynn Yenne noted that the 2013 Governor’s Conference on Aging is May 7-8 in Glasgow, 

Montana, and May 9-10 in Great Falls.  JoLynn handed out some information and encouraged all 
to attend. 

 
Focus Groups 
 Members divided into two groups to participate in a focus group discussion about community 

needs, how AOA could better meet those needs, and what members would like to see in a new 
building to support senior programs. 

 Lisa facilitated and Kathi took notes for one group and Lois Katz facilitated and Tracey Bridges 
took notes for the other group.  Both sessions were recorded for later transcription. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM. 
 

 
Next meeting scheduled for Thursday, April 11th, 2013 

 
 

 
   

 


