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AREA IX AGENCY ON AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Flathead County 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING 12/13/2012 

The Summit, 2:00 pm 
 

Prepared by: Kathi Kallis 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Donna Bosch, Chair, called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm. 
 
Present: 
 Members: Dale Lauman (Commissioner), Donna Bosch (Chair), Doug Gilbertson (Vice-Chair), 

Brenda Lynch, Jim Pearson, Jennifer Crowley, Dodie Wise, JoLynn Yenne, Rich Williams 
 Guest:  Diana Miller (potential Board member), Gary Kruger (Commissioner-elect)  
 Staff:  Lisa Sheppard (Director), Kathi Kallis (Office Administrator), JR Isles (Nutrition Manager) 

 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Introductions were made by all. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 
The minutes of 11/8/2012 were approved. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Budget and Finance: 
 Brenda Lynch reported that only significant variances from the target percentage (defined as a 

10% or greater variance in a line item that represents 5% or greater of a fund’s budget) will be 
reported. A copy of the current budget revenues and expenditures were made available to all. 

 
Transportation:   
 Doug Gilbertson reported that the Eagle Transit Board is still researching the van pool program 

and plans to contact the King County Transportation Department to learn more about their van 
pool operation including insurance to cover non-county drivers. 

 Drivers have recommended changes to the Kalispell city bus routes to better accommodate 
riders, including adding an express route through town and lengthening the timing of the loop 
route.  These changes are in the planning stage. 

 For the safety of the public and drivers, cameras mounted in the busses are being considered.  A 
test camera will be installed shortly on one bus. 
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Nutrition: 
 JR said that there continues to be concern with the icy conditions at our building.   
 Doug Gilbertson reported that he had heard from a Meals on Wheels recipient that the drivers 

just dropped off the food without speaking to the person.  J.R. indicated that the drivers are 
encouraged and trained to talk with recipients and to report if they have any concerns about a 
person’s health or other condition.  He asked members to let him know if they hear of any 
specific drivers that may not be doing that.  

 Lisa Sheppard invited the board members to our Christmas dinner on Friday, December 21, 
2012. 
 

Senior Mobile Home Repair: 
 Lisa reported that the need for the program is high.  The priority at this time is to keep clients 

warm and dry.   
 The Oro y Plata Foundation recently donated $10,000 to the program. 

 
Legislative Update: 
 Lisa Sheppard handed out M4A pamphlets and contact numbers for our legislators. 
 Current issues include: 

o Moving state One-Time-Only funds into the base budget.  These funds have been used 
for many years to support Agency on Aging services but the designation as “one-time-
only” means they are treated as new funds and are quite vulnerable to cuts.   

o Adding an additional $3 million in state funds to AOA services over the biennium. 
o Replenishing and growing the Older Montanans Trust Fund.   

 Dale discussed the importance of contacting our legislators in support of these issues.  Doug 
urged the board members to put together a Legislative Committee for the upcoming legislative 
season.  Dale Lauman, Doug Gilbertson and Donna Bosch volunteered to serve on the 
committee.  Lisa will put out an email to the other board members as well. 

 
Membership and Nomination: 
 There are currently two openings on the Board.  The Commissioners will review an application 

from the previous round (Tracy Bridges) as well as all applications received by the 12/21/2012 
deadline.  Dale has applied for one of the positions. 

 The Commissioners will appoint the new members in January.   
 
Wellness: 
 Jennifer announced that there will be a Wellness Committee meeting following today’s Board 

meeting.  She emphasized the importance of outreach to the community to promote current 
activities that are available to seniors.   
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
Building Update: 
 Dale gave a brief update.  The Commissioners have not scheduled a vote on the building 

proposal at this time as they wish to gather more information to review.   
 The Board members expressed strong support for the new AOA/Extension building proposed at 

the Fairgrounds.   
 Doug Gilbertson noted that there have been several options presented to the Commissioners 

over the years and this is the best to date.   
 Jim Pearson said it was time to stop kicking the can down the road and move on. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Director’s Report: 
 
 Lisa Sheppard offered a copy of her monthly Commissioners report to members for their review.   
 Lisa discussed the need for a comprehensive Strategic Plan for the agency with clear goals and 

objectives as a complement to the current Area Plan on Aging (Oct 2011-Sept 2015).  Lisa 
informed members that AOA staff will hold a strategic planning retreat in January.  Noting the 
importance of input from all stakeholders, she encouraged members of the Board to participate 
in the process as well by having a special meeting.  Members agreed to devote the meeting on 
2/14/2013 to that end and to expand the meeting time (1-4 pm) to allow for a full discussion of 
ideas.  Lisa will send out materials prior to the meeting to help members prepare. 

 
Other: 
 Donna Bosch reported that the Summit has committed the meeting space for another year free 

of charge for our meetings.   
 Donna asked if AOA could stagger lunches or look into getting a phone system for messages 

rather than shut phones down over the lunch hour.  Lisa said we would look into options. 
 
ORGANIZATION REPORTS: 
 
Home Options: 
 Donna said 230 recently attended the Tree of Lights program.   
 On 2/19/2013, there will be a heart clinic at the Flathead Valley Community College.  Last year 

250-300 people attended.  The program is free of charge.  Donna will send out invitations. 
 
Housing: 
 David Gray and Scott Huckeba were not in attendance.  No report. 
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Immanuel Lutheran Home: 
 Kathy Buffington was not in attendance.  No report. 

 
Kalispell Senior Center: 
 Jim Pearson reported that the Kalispell Senior Center is offering gift wrapping at the Kalispell 

Center Mall.  As of December 13th approximately $1,000 has been donated. 
 
Life Planning: 
 Jennifer reported that during a recent memory screening event, 43 people were screened.  

Numbers were down from previous years. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:35 PM. 
 

 
Next meeting will be Thursday, January 10th, 2013 

 
 Please mark your calendars. 

 
:   

 


