
                      BIG MOUNTAIN FIRE DISTRICT (BMFD) BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

                                        MEETING MINUTES FEBRUARY 13, 2019 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  3:00 pm 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Board members Paul Okerberg, Jay Johnston, Phil Waddell, Jerry 

Meislik, Paul Silverman;  Firefighters Kevin Wise (Acting Chief), Cameron Bradley, 

Wayne Perry;  Myra Appel, CPA;  Tracy Armstrong, Bookkeeper 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion to approve minutes of December 5, 2018 Board 

meeting was made by Jerry Meislik and seconded by Jay Johnston.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

FIREFIGHTER REPORT: 

-  Chief Ben DeVall and firefighter Kevin Wise attended Flathead County 
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) refresher course February 9-10, 2019. 
 
-  BMFD responded to an elevator rescue incident and determined that the 
equipment is different from others at Whitefish Mountain Resort, making 
elevator movement impossible under certain circumstances.  Chief is working 
with Winter Sports, Inc. (WSI) Maintenance Department to come up with future 
procedures for rescue in this particular elevator. 
 



-  BMFD will be receiving $11,500.00 in insurance compensation for replacement 
of the District’s 2007 Explorer.  A new vehicle has been purchased, and Chief will 
work on installing the radio, exterior lighting, and new decals. 
 
-  BMFD has received a proposal for replacing the District’s engine with an Ariel 
stream model. 
 
-  BMFD will have an Insurance Services Organization (ISO) audit on March 12, 
2019.  Chief has been in contact with the auditor and has begun to gather the 
required information.  ISO audit occurs every three years. 
 
-  BMFD will assist Big Mountain Ski Patrol to instruct and test an EMT class. 
 
-  There have been two recent deaths at Whitefish Mountain Resort.  One 
deceased individual was found in a vehicle during the early morning hours, and 
the other suffered an apparent heart attack on the slopes.  The latter received 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), and two ski patrollers provided care on the 
way to the hospital with the BMFD ambulance crew. 
 
-  Chief has been attending the monthly Flathead Firesafe Council meetings.  
There are lots of thinning projects scheduled within the County, and the 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan update is close to completion. 
 
-  Firefighter Colin Cristopolis will be attending the Paramedic Refresher Course 
February 22-24, 2019. 
 
-  Elk Highlands will be thinning its conservation easement area consisting of 78 
acres south of the development.  Chief has sent a letter of support.  There will be 
a teleconference on the subject February 20, 2019, and Chief will have Ali 
Ulwelling, DNRC Forestry Assistance and Fire Information Officer, representing 
him, since he will be out of town. 
 
-  Chief was contacted again by Sands Surveying regarding Northern Lights Phase 
3.  He provided input on ingress/egress for the development. 
 
-  The firehouse furnace has been replaced and is working well. 
 



-  Chief is planning to meet shortly with Pintler Billing to discuss billing/payment 
procedures and to determine whether any changes need to be made. 
 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

(See following financial statements.) 









 



Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report was made by Phil Waddell and seconded 

by Paul Silverman.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

- CPA Myra Appel  plans to end her service to BMFD on June 30, 2019, after 

the budget process is complete.  Tracy Armstrong will then fully assume 

bookkeeper responsibilities after a several-month transition.  Tracy 

performed 99 percent of the current financial statements compilation. 

-  

- Regarding Union negotiations, Cameron Bradley will immediately send a 

written proposal on contract issues to Chief DeVall and Board Chairman 

Paul Okerberg for their consideration in advance of full Board deliberation. 

-  

- Promised input from the Worker’s Comp auditor on definition of “shift 

differential” has not yet been received. 

-  

- A new District vehicle has been acquired and is currently being transported 

from Spokane to Whitefish by Chief DeVall. 

-  

- A formal contract has been signed between BMFD and Praesidium, Inc. to 

facilitate future new-hire firefighter background checks. 

-  

- The newly-formed Big Mountain Community organization is progressing 

well and likely will go on-line in advance of the 2019 fire season.  A website 

has been established via HOA Express.  The Big Mountain Homeowners 

Association is the only area HOA not yet participating, but it is hoped they 

will join the initiative in the near future 

 



NEW BUSINESS:  None 

 

 

EMPLOYEE COMMENT:  None 

 

 

NEXT MEETING:  May 8, 2019, 8am 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  Motion to adjourn was made by Paul Silverman and seconded 

by Jay Johnston.  Motion passed unanimously, and meeting was adjourned at 

4:26pm. 


