
FLATHEAD CITY—COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

MAY 18, 2017
1:00 – 3:00 PM

CONFERENCE ROOM A&B/2ND FLOOR
EARL BENNETT BUILDING

1035 1ST AVENUE WEST
KALISPELL, MONTANA

Members Present Members Absent Others
Bill Burg, CPA Connie Abadie
Pam Holmquist, Commissioner Cliff Bennett
Duane Larson, City Representative Dan Boon
Aaron McConkey, PE Kate Cassidy
Wayne Miller, MD Yueh Chuang
P. David Myerowitz, MD Paul Conrad
Mike Nicosia, PhD Lisa Dennison
Ronalee Skees Hillary Hansen

Roger Hoogerheide
Ross Lane
Kathy Olson
David Randall
Jen Rankosky
Joe Russell
Everit Sliter

Call to Order
Chairperson P. David Myerowitz called the meeting to order at 1:00.

Attendance

Approval of Agenda
MOTION Bill Burg to approve the Agenda.
SECOND Wayne Miller MOTION CARRIED

Approval of Minutes
MOTION Miller to approve the minutes from the April 20, 2017 regular meeting.
SECOND Aaron McConkey MOTION CARRIED

Citizen Comments
There were no citizen comments.
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Burlington Northern Santa Fe
Myerowitz asked Joe Russell if he invited the three landowners of the properties affected by the
toxins to the meeting. Russell said he did and that some of them were present at the meeting.
Myerowitz stated to the landowners that the Board wanted them to be to be involved in the
discussion of the Board regarding the expansion of the controlled groundwater area, so that they
were fully aware of all the issues. A representative of the landowners, Everit Sliter stated that
they appreciated the invitation and that they have been in contact with Burlington Northern and
are aware of the situation. Russell introduced Yueh Chang with Burlington Northern, Roger
Hoogerheide with the Environmental Protection Agency, Kathy Olsen with the Department of
Natural Resources and Conservation, and Ross Lane with Burlington Northern, who were
present to answer any questions. Chuang explained that, after the discussion in the previous
meeting regarding boundary lines, they have changed the proposed boundary lines to encompass
less area on the east. This proposal will need approval by the lead hydrologist at the Department
of Natural Resources and Conservation. Miller reiterated his concerns from the last meeting that
Burlington Northern may not compensate the affected property owner’s for the depreciation of
their land. Lane spoke to this issue by saying these negotiations will be between the Burlington
Northern, their legal department and the landowners. Miller asked if the sheen found on
Flathead Lake relates to the clean-up site. Lane and Hoogerheide spoke to the issue saying that
testing is in process, with samples taken by the Environmental Protection Agency and Burlington
Northern, and there is no conclusive evidence at the time that it is directly connected. They said
that the compounds found in the sheen could come from a variety of sources. Hoogerheide stated
that some of the chemical constituents found in the lake would also be associated with the tie
treatment plant. There was a lengthy discussion regarding the chemicals found in the lake and
their possible source.

MOTION Miller to authorize the Chairperson to sign the Petition for Controlled
Groundwater Area rulemaking as received and reviewed by the Board.

SECOND Duane Larson MOTION CARRIED

Variance Request—Becker
Russell briefed the board on the variance request of Adam Becker, saying that the property in
question has a high seasonal groundwater level, with the highest being 24” and the lowest at 30”.
This does not comply with Section 6.7.1 of the Flathead County Construction standards of a
required 36” minimum setback for seasonal groundwater for new construction. Russell
explained that the 36 inch setback found in the Section 6.7.1 of the construction standards is not
a design standard but a value needed to proceed with design. The system is designed to meet the
required treatment depth of soil/media of 48 inches as described in Section 10.2 of the
Regulation. In order to meet this requirement, A2Z Engineering has designed a septic system
with an elevated sand mound drainfield that Russell stated would meet this 48 inch requirement.
There was a brief discussion for some clarification.

MOTION McConkey to approve the Variance Request of Becker.
SECOND Burg MOTION CARRIED
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Initiation of Rule Making—Water Well Placement Regulations
Myerowitz reported that, since the previous discussion of the matter of Water Well Placement,
MACo, the insurer for the Health Department, reviewed the proposed Initiation of Rule Making.
According to the insurer, the Health Department may not have the authority to regulate the
placement of water wells and Myerowitz said MACo might not defend them should there be a
lawsuit. David Randall, Deputy County Attorney, later clarified that MACo did not say they
would not defend any legal actions that arose because of the rule, but was not under any
obligation to defend the Health Department in matters relating to the implementation of the
proposed regulations. This is also the opinion of the County Attorney’s office. Myerowitz
suggested that Russell and Hillary Hanson draft legislation to amend the existing statute and
submit it to the Legislature via a Sponsoring Legislator. Myerowitz believes Randall should sign
off on this legislation before it goes to the Legislature, and that he should get the MACo legal
department to agree they will defend them in any action should this legislation be passed.
Myerowitz believes the Board of Health should pursue getting this legislation fixed to meet the
legal standards of all legal counsels. Myerowitz said that Pam Holmquist submitted to him a
draft of an agreement she suggests well drillers give to the homeowners to sign. Holmquist
explained that the document would be a type of checklist the well drillers would give to the
homeowners to do research themselves. Holmquist worked with two engineers to formulate the
checklist, and then she submitted it to some well drillers for their input. Her suggestion is that
this be something they try as an alternate until legislation is changed. Myerowitz disagreed that
the responsibility is the homeowners and felt that the suggested checklist is overwhelming for a
homeowner. He believes that the well driller’s should be professional enough to understand the
best placement of a well. Myerowitz believes that approaching this at a legislative level is the
best action to take. There was a continued discussion. Russell stated that, in his opinion, without
regulation behind it, the form suggested by Holmquist has no merit. He believes that approaching
this through legislative action is on the right track. A discussion continued regarding the
necessity of Rule Making for Water Well Placement. Miller added that it is imperative that
whatever they do, it will meet with the approval of MACo. Randall agreed that pursuing
legislation is the right approach and that he is happy to work with Russell and Hanson. He stated
that he is not sure he can get a guarantee from the Legal Department of MACo; however, he
believes they would agree to putting the language into the statute. A discussion for clarification
continued.

MOTION Miller to table the Initiation of Rule Making – Water Well Placement
Regulations, directing the Health Officer, the Deputy Health Officer,
and the Deputy County Attorney to draft amending legislation.

SECOND Burg MOTION CARRIED

Fiscal Year 18 Preliminary Budget Review and Approval
Burg explained the preliminary budgets for the Health Department and the Flathead Community
Health Center. There is a reduction in the Fiscal Year 2018 Preliminary Health Department
Budget of approximately 10%, from $6.8M in Fiscal Year 2017 to $6.2M. The principal
contributing changes for this are:

 A reduction in the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) fund of about $450,000.00.
 The retirement of the Health Officer.
 A reduction in expenses for Home Health.
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The Flathead Community Health Center will increase from $5.1M in Fiscal Year 2017 to $5.3M.
The primary reasons for this increase are:

 The addition of one more doctor.
 Salary adjustments for the mid-level salaries resulting from a series of studies, which

showed these salaries to be 8% to 10% below the national average.
There was no further discussion.

MOTION Burg, on behalf of the Finance Committee, to adopt the Fiscal Year 2018
Preliminary Budgets for the Health Department and the Flathead Community
Center. MOTION CARRIED

Note: Because the Finance Committee recommended that the Board of Health adopt the budgets,
a seconding was not required.

Departmental Reports

Community Health/WIC
Lisa Dennison reported for Community Health and WIC.

 No reported outbreaks in any long-term care facility in April.
 A Public Health Nurse from Community Health has been visiting assisted living facilities

and long-term care facilities to educate about the new outbreak reporting rules for
congregant settings. She is also informing them about the Employee Flu Vaccination
Forum led by Kalispell Regional Medical Center (KRMC). The date has not yet been set.

Myerowitz is skeptical that there will be a good turnout for this forum and believes a better
response would come from individual visits to facilities. Hanson said she feels there is less
intimidation with a group setting rather than individual contact. Hanson said KRMC
representatives from Human Resources and Quality Department who monitor Infection Control
have agreed to help with this effort. Myerowitz asked which staff they plan to invite. Hanson
said it would be administrators and directors of nursing staff.

 There was one Tetanus case reported. This individual worked for several days in
gardening soil with bare hands that had open sores and burns on them. There was a short
discussion about vaccination for Tetanus.

Myerowitz asked about the reported Lyme disease case. Dennison said this individual found an
engorged tick after he visited Oregon.

 Requests for religious exemption for vaccines, including Varicella, have increased
slightly over the past year. Requests for religious exemptions for children enrolling in
Kindergarten have also increased.

Hanson remarked that they had expected the requests for religious exemption to decrease after
the mandatory Varicella vaccination push last year, but they have not. Dennison said that they
have prepared a “report card” for each school that will show immunizations rate for that school
and will give a comparison of each school. The hope is that this will motivate the schools to
compete with other schools and to educate parents more. There was a discussion regarding
immunization numbers.

 Conditional vaccination numbers are coming down to a normal level after having the
increased numbers resulting from the mandated Varicella vaccination last year.

Hanson reported for WIC.
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 The Home Visiting Program has yet to find out if they will receive funding. The State has
applied for Federal funding and if the State receives their funding, then Home Visiting
will apply to them for funding.

 WIC continues to struggle to get their participant numbers up. They will know by July
what their funding is for the next fiscal year and Hanson anticipates it will be cut
somewhat.

Environmental Health
Kate Cassidy reported for Environmental Health.

 One facility received a poor score last month.
 Nine property owners have taken the recently implemented Self Install Septic System

test. Three passed the first time, four passed on their second attempt, and one failed the
second attempt. He will return to attempt it for a third time.

Myerowitz asked how many questions were on the test and if a study guide is given to them prior
to taking the test. Cassidy said there are around 50 questions and the only guide is the
Construction Standards on line. Myerowitz suggested they develop an abbreviated study guide.
Russell said that it is something they will develop and suggested they assign this task to the
Intern who is working with Environmental Health.

 Two persons in Environmental Health now have their State of Montana Subdivision
Reviewers certifications.

 A sushi business with consistently poor scores and warnings, which the board discussed
in a previous meeting, is now on an accelerated inspection schedule. The sanitarian
assigned to this business has met with a manager, the franchisee, and the manager of the
grocery store where they lease space. The sanitarian gave the sushi business ultimatums if
they do not comply with requirements. The manager of the grocery store understands
that it would reflect on their store should this sushi business infect someone with
parasites.

Myerowitz asked what the difference is between the Monthly High Risk Population Food
Purveyors Inspection Report and the School Inspections Report. Cassidy said that the School
Inspections are different in that they do not inspect food service facilities but they check for any
health and safety issues in the classrooms and on the playgrounds. The food inspections are
reported separately.

Community Health/Family Planning
There was no report given for Community Health/Family Planning.

Health Promotion
Hanson reported for Health Promotion.

 The Breast and Cervical Screening program is still trying to improve their numbers.
 The Safe Kids Safe Communities Car Seat program collaborated with Northwest

Montana Head Start to offer car seat checks during drop off and pick up times. They
received a mixed response, with some parents avoiding them.

 On May 23, a meeting is planned with various community services providers to discuss
the possibility of expansion of services to the underserved population in Hungry Horse.
There is a vacant space at the Canyon Elementary school that may possibly be utilized for
a community outreach location.
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 The Superintendent of Evergreen Schools is enthusiastic about any effort to bring
services to the Evergreen Schools and the community as a whole. Community Health
staff discussed ideas with her regarding immunization clinics and a variety of possible
services, such as WIC and a monthly immunization clinic. Community Health will most
likely close the monthly Whitefish Immunization Clinic and relocate in Evergreen. On a
broader perspective, Evergreen Schools are considering the possibility of having the
Health Department open a community clinic in the school. The Evergreen Schools have a
day in August called the Student Experience Day where the school invites parents and
students to come and be acquainted with teachers and acclimate to the school
environment. Community Health and Health Promotion plan to participate with various
services and give out a survey to assess the needs of the community. The date for this
event is August 29.

Myerowitz said the survey is a good idea and suggested they get names, phone numbers and
addresses for follow-up. He believes a similar survey would be good for the Hungry Horse
project as well.

Home Health
Paul Conrad Reported for Home Health.

 Referral numbers are remaining steady with the beginning, ending, and average daily
census being 70.

 The referral sources are varied, which is good.
 Physical Therapy was busier than Nursing.
 The cost per visits improved.
 There is $378,000.00 in accounts receivable. Conrad has pressed the billing service

providers to work harder at bringing in these accounts.

Animal Shelter
Cliff Bennett gave the report for the Animal Shelter.

 Numbers are up a bit, especially with cats.
 Bennett attended the annual Humane Society of the United States Animal Expo in Fort

Lauderdale, Florida. Bennett will attend the Pet Health Animal Shelter CEO Summit in
Toronto.

Mosquito District
Bruce Gunderson reported for the Mosquito District.

 Since the last report, the staff have conducted and additional 701 inspections.
 Treatment area increased by 184 acres.
 They have used 1729 pounds of granular larvicide so far this season.
 When larvae are more mature, it is necessary to use liquid pupacide as a last resort.
 The Flathead River rose 4’ in four days and then receded allowing an opportunity to treat

the flooded area with a chemical called BTI, which is less expensive and more effective
in killing larvae. BTI does not last long, so when the water rose again, there was no
residual that entered the stream.

 Gunderson expects a big mosquito year because of the high water runoff.
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 Gunderson and Jake Rubow were in Helena recently to approach the Department of
Health and Human Services about receiving additional funding for the West Nile
surveillance operation.

 They hired three temporary employees for the season; two returned from last year and
one is a graduate of Flathead Valley Community College.

 Rubow was in Washington DC recently speaking to our legislators regarding maintaining
the Center for Disease Control funding for West Nile Surveillance and Testing.

 Gunderson and Rubow have finished working with the Montana Department of
Agriculture to update the Montana Mosquito Control Training Manual. The last update
was 26 years ago. The new version will be available within the next year.

Miller asked how they get into the wet and boggy areas around the rivers. Gunderson said that
they have two eight-wheeled vehicles that can get into these places. They broadcast the granules
with a pull behind grass seeder.

Finance Report
There was no finance report given.

Health Officer’s Report
Russell gave the Health Officer’s Report. He explained the deviation request provided to Alex
Hasson. A well on the neighboring property and the water line, which services Hasson’s
property, encumbers Hasson’s lot. Hasson wants to replace an existing cesspool with a septic
system; however, the lot is too small to accommodate a standard septic system. Russell said that
they have come up with a design that is not ideal, but will suffice and a waiver to the Regulations
and Construction Standards is necessary.

Russell with be in the Republic of Georgia June 9 through the 17th with staff from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

Committee Reports
There were no committee reports.

Other Business
There was no other business.

Board Member Comments
There were no member comments

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 3:05

Transcribed by Wanda Forbes


