
FLATHEAD CITY—COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 28, 2016
1:00-3:00 PM

CONFERENCE ROOM A&B / 2ND FLOOR
EARL BENNETT BUILDING

1035 1ST AVENUE WEST
KALISPELL, MONTANA

Call to Order
Vice Chair Wayne Miller called the meeting to order at 1:00.

Attendance
Vice Chair Miller welcomed Marc Lorenzen and Mike Nicosia as new members of the Board.

Approval of Agenda
MOTION Duane Larson to approve the agenda.
SECOND David Myerowitz MOTION CARRIED

Approval of Minutes of November 19, 2015 Regular Meeting
MOTION Bill Burg to approve the minutes of November 19, 2015 Regular Meeting.
SECOND Aaron McConkey MOTION CARRIED

Members Present Members Absent Guests
Bill Burg, CPA Cliff Bennet
Pam Holmquist, Commissioner Kate Cassidy
Duane Larson, City Representative Paul Conrad
Marc Lorenzen, PhD Leslie Diede
Aaron McConkey, PE Wanda Forbes
Wayne Miller, MD Bruce Gunderson
David Myerowitz, MD Hillary Hansen
Mike Nicosia, PhD Roger Hoogerheide

Christine Hughes
Kathy Olsen
Ben Quinones
Jennifer Rankosky
Joe Russell
Donald Saisbury
Kris Tempel
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Election of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson
Miller called for nominations of Chairperson as required in the bylaws.

MOTION Burg to nominate David Myerowitz as Chairperson of the Board of Health for
2016.

SECOND Pam Holmquist MOTION CARRED

MOTION Larson to close nominations for Chairperson
SECOND Burg MOTION CARRIED

Miller called for nominations of Vice Chairperson.

MOTION Myerowitz to nominate Bill Burg as Vice Chairperson of the Board of Health
for 2016.

MOTION Holmquist to nominate Wayne Miller as Vice Chairperson of the Board of
Health for 2016.

SECOND Burg MOTION CARRIED

Burg declined the nomination.

MOTION Myerowitz to close nominations for Vice Chair.
SECOND Aaron McConkey MOTION CARRIED

Committee Appointments

MOTION Burg to approve the Committee Appointments as received.
SECOND McConkey MOTION CARRIED

Citizen Comments
There were no citizen comments.

Burlington Northern Santa Fe Somers Tie Plant
Joe Russell introduced Roger Hoogerheide from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
Hoogerheide introduced Ben Quinones with the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
and Kathy Olsen with the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC).
Hoogerheide said that should the Board of Health petition for expansion of the controlled
groundwater, the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation would conduct the hearings
and then implement the controlled groundwater area and not the Environmental Protection
Agency. Hoogerheide gave a brief history of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Somers
Tie Plant, which operated from 1901 until 1986, and the contamination of the groundwater in
Somers. The cause of the contamination, which eventually flowed into Flathead Lake, was from
the overflow of contaminated waste water which was dumped into a lagoon by the BNSF Tie
Plant. Creosote contaminated soils were excavated and biological treatment was introduced to
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the area. A containment process was then completed. It has been discovered that the
contamination has now breached the containment area and must now be treated.

Olsen outlined the next steps for the proposed plan.
 The Board of Health is to vote to support or not support the petition.
 The EPA will submit the petition to the Board of Health, required fee, and technical

documentation with the support of the State of Montana and contractors.
o The Board of Health Chair will sign the Controlled Groundwater Area (CGA)

petition.
 The DNRC reviews the petition, proposes rules, publishes application, and holds a public

meeting.
o Letters will go to water right owners, 213 landowners, and well drillers

 The DNRC may designate a temporary or permanent CGA after receiving input.
o CGA may be different from the original petition.

 DNRC administers new water use as set forth by adopted rules for the CGA.
There was much discussion regarding the sites where the processes that have been done in past
and how to move forward. Russell said that he will fill out the Petition for Controlled
Groundwater Area and begin the process. Miller said that this will be on the agenda at the next
meeting.

Initiation of Rulemaking – Section 10.2 (4) of the Flathead County Regulations for Sewage
Treatment Systems
Russell reviewed what he presented at the last Board meeting saying that the Department of
Natural Resources and Conversation (DNRC) no longer will grant approval of floodplain
designation in Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) areas that are unmapped.
Russell introduced changes to the regulations which he believes will meet the agreed upon
criteria by the DNRC. He explained that when a land owner applies for a permit in an unmapped
area, they must present to the Department a floodplain designation which would require a
professional engineer. The engineer would use the document in the regulations
“Guidelines for Obtaining 100-year Flood Elevations in Approximate Zone A or Unmapped
Areas” to build his study in order to determine if the property is or isn’t out of a flood hazard
area. This study would then go to the DNRC to be reviewed and they would issue a report
verifying that they followed the guidelines. It would then be up to the Board to establish if the
property was out of the flood prone area and if a permit would be granted.

MOTION Burg to approve the initiation of Rulemaking – Section 10.2 (4) of the Flathead
County Regulations for Sewage Treatment Systems

SECOND Larson MOTION CARRIED

FDA Voluntary Retail Food Program Standards Presentation
Christine Hughes, Registered Sanitarian for Flathead County Environmental Health Services
(EHS), gave a Power Point presentation to explain the Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
voluntary Retail Food Program Standards which the EHS is working to implement.

 In 1996 the FDA explored ways to improve retail food protection by meeting with their
own personnel as well as state/local jurisdictions to draft standards encouraging voluntary
participation with state/local/tribal agencies.
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 The two main principles are 1.) to promote active industry managerial control of risk
factors, i.e. proper food holding and cooking temperatures, proper hygiene, identifying
sources of contaminated food and contaminated equipment, and 2.) establish a framework
for retail food regulatory programs which emphasizes active industry managerial control.

 There are nine program standards. Hughes reviewed these principles and explained how
EHS is implementing them.

Community Health Services/WIC
Lisa Dennison reported for Community Health Services.

 Things have slowed after the busy varicella and flu season ended, though some students
are coming in for their second dose of varicella vaccine.

 Only six confirmed cases of influenza have been reported within Flathead County and
there have been no hospitalizations due to influenza reported.

 In the past week CHS staff met with Kalispell Regional Medical Center’s (KMRC)
Infection Control and Occupational Health Services regarding Tuberculosis protocols and
how the various agencies can coordinate efforts in handling tuberculosis patients.

Hillary Hanson reported for Home Visiting and WIC.
 Two programs in Home Visiting, Expansion and SafeCare, are below the desired

caseload level. These are programs that Home Visiting coordinates their work with Head
Start, Nurturing Center, and Sunburst. There was a loss in staff with some of these
organizations but they are again fully staffed and the caseload levels should be returning
to where they should be.

 WIC participation is still lower than it was last year and efforts continue for outreach to
get the word out about their services.

Environmental Health Services
Kate Cassidy reported for Environmental Health.

 Food inspections are in line with their goals with 95% being completed and the other 5%
being establishments that are licensed but have never operated.

 The most common infractions upon food inspections are temperature issues; hot and cold
holding, and hygiene issues.

Community Health Clinic/Family Planning
Jody White reported for Community Health and Family Planning.

 The Open Enrollment for the Affordable Care Act Insurance ends midnight on January
31st. The outreach staff were successful in enrolling numerous Flathead County residents
for health insurance.

 There has been an increase in patients with more people having health insurance. This
will help when referring patients for specialty care as providers will be more likely to
accept patients when they have insurance.

 CHC is applying for an Oral Health Expansion Grant which will be submitted the
following Tuesday. With this grant a hygienist and a dentist will be added to their
dentistry staff.
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There was much discussion regarding effects that Medicaid Expansion will have on the number
of patients seen. Myerowitz asked to see the statistics comparing how many are uninsured
versus how many are on Medicaid from last year until now.

Health Promotion
Leslie Diede Reported for Health Promotion.

 The Warm-up event for homeless citizens and those at risk of being homeless. This is an
annual event where various service organizations gather to offer their services to those in
need.

 An intern has begun working in Health Promotion and is presently going through the
orientation process.

 Rosemary Till, Health Promotion Specialist, is in Guinea, West Africa working with the
Center for Disease Control (CDC) doing an Ebola outreach for six weeks.

 The Cancer Screening Program is now officially over 50% of their goal of women who
have been screened. They are at 20% of their Native American goal.

 There has been a new launch for a Quit Line that is Native American specific.

Home Health
Paul Conrad reported for Home Health.

 The average daily census remains constant at 63.4.
 Admissions/readmissions by referral numbers remain at 26. Referrals remain low and is

still a challenge.
 Assisted living remains an integral resource for referrals.
 Three MSU students will be working with them and making home visits with the nurses.
 Expenses were high because January was a three pay period month.

Animal Shelter
Cliff Bennett gave the report for the Animal Shelter.

 The numbers continue to be low for euthanasia and for length of stay and numbers are
consistently high for return to owner. This is in part due to the licensing efforts.

 Flathead Shelter Friends has provided funds for some of the Shelter personnel to attend
the Animal Expo.

 The medical facility has been completed which will allow for high quality animal care.
Bennett extended an invitation to the Board to come to the shelter for a tour.

Mosquito District
Bruce Gunderson reported for the Mosquito District.
He commented on the Zika Virus that has been in the news. He said that this mosquito is not
present in the state of Montana and is in fact confined to the south eastern part of the United
States. He will continually send samples of larva to the Montana State University for monitoring
throughout mosquito season. There was some discussion regarding the Zika Virus.

Accreditation Update
Hanson gave an update about Accreditation.

 The documentation for the Accreditation will be submitted February 16th. Hanson will
have a full report at the next meeting.
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 Community meetings were held the previous week regarding the Draft Community
Health Needs Assessment which will be ready for the Board to review at the next
meeting.

Health Officer’s Report
Russell gave the Health Officer’s Report

 The cash balance at the end of December was $759,000.00. There are unrecovered
expenditures because of the higher than usual volume of immunizations given in 2015
however all other health fund activities are in-line with anticipated revenues and
expenditures.

 Myerowitz had requested information regarding rabies expenditures for 2015. Russell
asked Dennison to compile information regarding the number of bats that had been tested
and the costs incurred.

o 60 bats were submitted for testing. Three tested positive for rabies.
o $1057.50 was received for shipping and handling.
o 16 bats were sent for diagnoses where no fees were received.
o Five bats where no exposure was documented.
o Costs if the Department paid all costs associated with rabies diagnostics would be

$3390.00.
It was agreed by the Board that the County will pick up all costs for diagnosis for bats where
there has been exposure.

Regarding the Ashley lake Variance:
Matt Nerdig of A2Z Engineering has met the condition imposed by the Board and Russell has
informed A2Z Engineering that a septic system permit will be issued.

Russell addressed the issue of Radon and Radiation in drinking water. He said that there are
high radon concentrations in local soils and that it is a problem that is complex. Radon test kits
can be purchased in the Environmental Health Services. There is no law in Montana that requires
radon testing however if a home test’s positive they are required to reveal or disclose on sale of
the property. There was discussion about the role of the Department of Health in informing the
public about the problem.

Committee Reports
There were no committee reports.

Other Business
There was no other business.

Board Member Comments
There were no Board Member comments.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30

Transcribed by Wanda Forbes


