
FLATHEAD CITY—COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

JUNE 25, 2015
1:00—3:00 P.M.

CONFERENCE ROOM A&B/2ND FLOOR
EARL BENNETT BUILDING

1035 1ST AVENUE WEST
KALISPELL, MONTANA

Members Present Members Absent Others
Glenn Aasheim, MD William Burg, CPA Cliff Bennett
Pam Holmquist, Commissioner Duane Larson City Representative Tonya Buxton
Aaron McConkey, PE Paul Conrad
Wayne Miller, MD Leslie Diede
David Myerowitz, MD Lisa Dennison

Hillary Hanson
Jeff Larson
Theresa Majeski
Ryan Murray
Jen Rankosky
Joe Russell
Lucie Shea

Call to Order
Vice Chair Wayne Miller called the meeting to order at 1:00.

Approval of Agenda
MOTION Aaron McConkey to approve the meeting agenda.
SECOND Pam Holmquist MOTION CARRIED

Approval of Minutes
MOTION David Myerowitz to approve the minutes for the May 14, 2015 meeting.
SECOND Holmquist MOTION CARRIED

Citizen Comments
There were no citizen comments.
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Variance Request—Hogan
The applicant, Chris Hogan, has requested a variance of 10.5 Slope Restrictions from the Board
of Health that would grant the placement of a drain field on slopes in excess of 25%. The slope
in question is between 28 and 30%. The applicant is being represented by Jeff Larsen, P.E. of
Larsen engineering and Surveying.

After a discussion Chairperson Aasheim called for a vote.

MOTION McConkey that the Board grant a variance of 10.5 Slope Restrictions for the
placement of a drain field on slopes in excess of 25%.

SECOND Holmquist MOTION CARRIED

Presentation by DEQ Regarding Columbia Falls Aluminum Company
Jenny Chambers, Remediation Division Administrator with the Montana Department of
Environmental Quality reported. Attached to these minutes are her notes that she submitted to
the Flathead City County Health Department.

Departmental Reports

Community Health/WIC
Hillary Hanson reported for Community Health and WIC.

 Community Health is preparing for the school immunization with the new changes in the
state immunization laws.

 There were zero cases of varicella reported for the month of May.
 Community Health has had an increased number of animal bite and bat exposure cases

reported this year. Every bite is investigated.
 There have been several lead poisoning investigations in the past year. The reports of

high lead levels in children can come from either physicians or from Head Start (as they
routinely test all their children per federal funding guidelines). Community Health has
been partnering with Community Action Partnership to investigate homes. The lead
exposure in the most recent case is still unknown and an investigation is ongoing.

Environmental Health
Joe Russell reported for Environmental Health.

 The Department has been working closely with a restaurant that continues to receive low
scores. The restaurant managers have met with the Environmental Health staff and we
should see improvements.

There was discussion regarding pool inspections and the requirement for drain covers.

Community Health Clinic/Family Planning
There was no report for Community Health Clinic/Family Planning.
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Health Promotion
Leslie Diede reported for Health Promotion.

 The state cancer screening program did not receive continued funding for colon cancer
screenings, which means that the cancer program will no longer be able to offer free
colonoscopies and stool sample cards. The toolbox piece of the funding remains so the
Health Promotion staff will continue to work with provider offices on reminder systems
for colon, breast, and cervical cancer screenings.

Home Health
Paul Conrad Reported for Home Health.

 The average daily census was 73.4.
 Admissions and readmissions were 28.
 McBee and Associates, a national billing company was hired. Though their entrance into

the Medicare System has been slow and difficult, Conrad said they are confident that
progress will be made.

 Home Health checkbook was in the red $7500 from being $80,000.00 in the black the
previous month. This was due to the previously discussed resignation of their billing
employee.

 Home Health compare shows excellent numbers when compared to the county, Montana
and national averages.

 There appears to be congressional support for Nurse Practitioners and Physician’s
Assistance to certify in Home Health Plans.

 Home based demo model saves Medicare $25 million during the first year.

Animal Shelter
Cliff Bennett reported for the Animal Shelter

 The numbers continue to be low in animal holding. They have been gaining more kittens
and pregnant cats.

 The shelter has received a $50,000.00 grant from the American Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA).

 The bid for the new addition came in at $24,000.00 more than was expected and Flathead
Shelter Friends helped bridged this gap with a generous donation

 Bennett attended the CEO Summit in Quebec, Montreal as the guest of Pet Health, Inc.
along with 20 other shelter directors from across the USA and Canada. Bennet said it
was quite enlightening and that he felt honored to have been chosen to attend.

Mosquito District
There was no report for the Mosquito District.

Accreditation Update
Theresa Majeski reported the changes made to the Board of Health Orientation binder and
reviewed the materials with the Board.
.

 Chapter 2: 2014 version of Montana Codes Annotated (MCA) added
 Chapter 4: Removed outdated SWOT information and updated FCCHD Mission

Statement
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 Appendix A: Updated Organizational Chart
 Appendix B: Updated By-Laws
 Appendix D: All BOH-related MCAs
 Appendix F: All relevant Communicable Disease Administrative Rules of Montana

Health Officer’s Report
 The cash balance in the Health Fund is $855,000.00.
 Expenditures are in line with previous years.
 Property tax revenue in June was $391,000.00 and additional property tax revenue is

anticipated in July from payments received in June.
 A transfer to CIP will be made as soon as July payments are deposited. The cash balance

in the Health Department CIP fund is $599,000.00
 Additional transfers to CIP will be made in July. A $400,000.00 transfer will come from

Title X, Family Planning and $700,000.00 from Health Center funds determined by the
Agreement the Board approved at the last meeting.

 Establishing the medical doctors and mid-level providers back into contract status is
being processed. Currently one contract has been returned and signed.

 Russell will be out of the office July 7th through the 15. He will be teaching in Las
Cruces, New Mexico and then in Orlando, Florida for the National Environmental Health
Association meeting and will present the Departments findings from the Norovirus
outbreak the summer of 2014.

Committee Reports
There were no committee reports.

Other Business
There was no other business

Board Member Comments
There were no comments

Chairman Aasheim adjourned the meeting at 2:50.

Transcribed by Wanda Forbes


