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AREA IX AGENCY ON AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Flathead County 

MINUTES OF MEETING 01/14/2016 
The Summit, 2:00 pm 

 
Prepared by: Kathi Kallis 
 

Note:  The Finance Committee met from 1:30-2:00.  Because this was Commissioner 
Holmquist’s first visit to our meeting, Lisa gave an explanation about how the reports are 
prepared and presented. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Lois Katz, Chair, called the meeting to order at 2:05 pm.   
 

PRESENT 
 Members: Lois Katz (Chair), Pam Holmquist (Commissioner), Paula Robinson, Sue Holst 

(RSVP), Tracy Bridges, Jennifer Crowley, Dick Reedquist, Dru Parker, Glenn Graham, Mary 
Reckin, Tom Murphy, Jim Driscoll 

 Staff:  Lisa Sheppard (Director), Christine Neater, Kathi Kallis 
 Guests:  Doris Warrant, Chad Campbell 
 

INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS and GUESTS:  Doris Warrant, Chad Campbell 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – No public comment. 
 

CHAIR OPENING REMARKS  
 Lois welcomed members back from the holidays and a special welcome to our guest, Doris 

Warrant and our newest member, Pam Holmquist.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES - The minutes of October 8, 2015, were reviewed.  Jim Driscoll 
moved to approve, Glenn Graham seconded, all in favor.  Motion passed.   The minutes of 
December 10, 2015, were reviewed.  Jim Driscoll moved to approve, Glenn Graham seconded, 
all in favor.  Motion passed. 
 
OFFICER ELECTIONS 
 Paula Robinson (Nominating Committee) reported nominations for Lois Katz for Chair and 

Jim Driscoll for Vice Chair.  Paula asked if there were any other nominations from the floor – 
there were none.  Glenn moved to approve nominations as slated, Paula seconded, all in 
favor. Motion passed. 
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SET ANNUAL SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
Lisa reminded members that the new bylaws that went into effect on January 1, 2016, require 
quarterly meetings only but allow for other scheduled meetings as members desire. She asked 
members if they wanted to change the meeting frequency. After discussion, members agreed it 
was important to keep meeting monthly.  Jennifer made a motion to keep meeting monthly, 
Tom Murphy seconded, all in favor. Motion passed. Members also discussed if meeting from 
2:00 – 3:30 pm still made sense.  All agreed to keep as is. 
 
REVIEW OF NEW BYLAW REQUIREMENTS 
 Lisa reviewed the requirement of an annual Conflict of Interest Disclosure and asked 

members to email her with any pertinent information.  
 Lisa talked to members about the attendance requirement as stated in the Bylaws.  

Members should notify the Chair or Lisa if they are unable to attend a meeting.  Failure to 
do so is considered an unexcused absence.  Three unexcused absences in a year will result 
in automatic recommendation to the Commissioners for removal.  Members may send a 
non-voting representative in their place if they wish.  Lois asked the members if it would be 
helpful if she sent out an email a week in advance as a reminder.  Everyone thought that 
would help. 

 Lisa also noted that special meetings could be called by the Chair or Vice Chair, noting that 
such meetings have to be posted 5 days prior to the meeting.   

 Lisa said that per the Flathead County Attorney items may not be voted on  via email.  
 

AOA DIRECTOR REPORT 
 Lisa talked about the pot luck in December, noting that it was Doug Gilbertson’s last 

meeting and members made it very special for him.  Thank you all for doing that!  
 AOA Advisory Council Position Appointments - The Commissioners will be selecting new 

board members on the 19th of this month. 
 Building Update - Lisa reported she and JR Isles, Nutrition Manager, toured the new 

building site last month and are very excited about how the new kitchen configuration and 
how big the dining and social areas are going to be. Lisa will ask for permission for staff and 
board members to tour the building when it is safe to do so. 

 Transportation Update 
o Lisa reported that Eagle Transit has new commuter loops in Lakeside and Bigfork. 

Dial a Ride is also available in those areas to help connect folks to the commuter 
stops and other local destinations.   
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o Tom Murphy asked if someone from Eagle Transit could come out and speak to the 
vocational rehab group at Flathead Industries.  Lisa encouraged him to call Eagle 
Transit to schedule.  

o  Dru Parker said that riding the bus for the first time can be difficult.  She said it 
would be great to have a buddy system put in place to ride along with people the 
first time to get them started.  Lisa noted that she has had preliminary discussions 
with the Montana Department of Transportation about applying for a one-year 
planning grant to develop a “bus buddy” program.   

o Lisa noted we are also planning to request MDT funding for security cameras for the 
buses in the FY 2017 application.   

 CDBG Grant to Improve Senior Center Buildings -  The CDBG grant was approved.  Lisa, 
Whitney Aschenwald (County Grant Writer), Mike Pence (County Administrator) and 
Commissioner Holmquist are meeting this month with each of the Center’s boards to go 
over the items to be improved and the steps in the process. It is anticipated the 
Commissioners will hire an architect soon.   

 
OUTREACH/EVENTS 
 Outreach/Events – Christine reported on the following:  

o The big push right now is the Benefits Enrollment Center grant initiative to help 
educate Medicare beneficiaries about other benefits and services they may be 
eligible for, such as help with health care costs and household expenses.  Christine is 
planning screening events in February and March at the senior centers and the 
Gateway West Mall/Summit Independent Living Center.  Christine will be promoting 
these events and asked members to help spread the word.  

o Lisa encouraged members to contact Christine if they had any thoughts of other 
groups who would benefit from the screening. 

 
MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 Members shared announcements and, in the spirit of the New Year, personal observations. 

o Paula Robinson reported that since retirement she is loving life and loving her new 
home. 

o Mary Reckin said she volunteered at the gift wrapping station at the Kalispell Center 
Mall during the holiday season to raise funds for the Kalispell Senior Center.  “It’s a 
Wrap” is the Center’s largest fundraising event of the year.  Dick Reedquist added 
that the Center made a little over $4000, similar to last year. 

o Glenn Graham commented that he was happy to see all the progress to our new 
building. 
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o Jennifer Crowley reported that she is teaching a class on dementia at KRMC. Some of 
the topics she will cover are falls, medications and supplements.  She will also be 
presenting at the 2016 Montana Gerontology Society conference in April. 

o Dru Parker said she recently went through the application process at Eagle Transit.  
She said it was an easy process and is happy to say that she is now enjoying the 
transportation services provided by Eagle Transit. 

o Jim Driscoll announced that there will be a fundraiser for the Cancer Support 
Community at the Split Rock Cafe on March 19th between the hours of 4:00-6:00 pm. 

o Tom Murphy participated in the 2nd annual fundraising event for the Sparrow’s Nest.  
He camped out – in the cold – in a tent! Good job Tom! 

o Sue Holst reported that RSVP collected food and other items for the Veteran’s Food 
Pantry during November and December.  She reported approximately $900 worth of 
food was donated.   

o Chad Campbell said that congress is starting back up.  He said he enjoyed coming to 
our meetings. 

o Dick Reedquist said that the Kalispell Senior Center has put together an activity 
committee for the new building.  They are busy discussing the additions of some 
popular activities that will be added once they have the additional space at the new 
site.  Some new activities are: Bunko, Whist, and adult coloring.  Dick said that Dee is 
organizing pinochle tournaments between the senior centers.   
 

ADJOURNMENT - Meeting was adjourned at 3:40 PM. 
 
 

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING WILL BE FEBRUARY 11, 2016 


