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AREA IX AGENCY ON AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Flathead County 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING 11/14/2013 

The Summit, 2:00 pm 
 
 

Prepared by: Kathi Kallis 
 
Note:  The Finance Committee met at 1:30 to review the financial reports.  Lisa noted that the budgets 
are where they should be; however, because of a delay in getting our DPHHS contract signed, our 1st 
quarter payments from the state were delayed as well.  Those payments will be reflected in the 2nd 
quarter.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

Donna Bosch, Chair, called the meeting to order at 2:07 pm. 
 
INVOCATION:  Jenna Justice 
 
Present 
 Members: Donna Bosch (Chair), Doug Gilbertson (Vice-Chair), Gary Krueger (Commissioner), 

Brenda Lynch, Jim Pearson, Jennifer Crowley, Rich Williams, JoLynn Yenne, Lois Katz, Tracy 
Bridges, Mary Meister, Mary Miers, Jenna Justice, Sue Holst (RSVP Director) 

 Staff:  Lisa Sheppard (Director), Kathi Kallis (Office Administrator) 
 Guest: Tom Murphy (Flathead Industries) 

 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Introductions were made by all. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 

The minutes of October 24, 2013 were reviewed.  Jenna made a motion to approve, Doug seconded, all 
in favor.  Motion passed.  
 
Officer Elections 
 Ballets were distributed. Members voted on Chair, vice-chair, 2nd vice-chair and secretary 

positions. JoLynn Yenne tallied the votes and the results were:   
 Chair – Lois Katz 
 Vice-Chair – Doug Gilbertson 
 2nd Vice-Chair – Mary Meister 
 Secretary – Brenda Lynch 
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 Motion: Tracy Bridges made a motion to approve new officers as listed, Mary Meister seconded, 

all in favor.  Motion passed.  Congratulations to all!  And a big THANK YOU to those officers who 
have stepped down and to those members who are leaving us after December.    

 
COMMITTEE UPDATES 
 
Governor’s Conference 
 Planning is well underway for the 2014 Governor’s Conference on Aging.  Charlie Rehbein sent 

several forms and documents regarding sponsors, vendors, etc.  Lisa has shared those 
documents via email.  We hope to focus sessions on innovative approaches to serving seniors 
with an emphasis on reducing social isolation and creating opportunities for seniors to find joy 
and meaning in their lives. This is a great opportunity to educate others on aging issues.  Next 
Planning Committee meeting is set for December 13, 2013, at Buffalo Hill Terrace at 2:00 pm.  

 
Wellness Committee 
 Jennifer Crowley said that the 10/29/2013 Wellness event at the Kalispell Senior Center went 

well.  It was a great example of good teamwork and a model of how resources can be pulled 
together for seniors.  Jennifer noted that other senior centers seem interested in planning a 
Wellness Screening event in the future.   

 JoLynn Yenne wondered if we could showcase the screenings somehow at the Governor’s 
Conference.  Maybe a slideshow of the event?  There was brief discussion on how to best get 
photo approval. 

 
Bylaw Committee 
 Lisa has not yet finished suggested changes to the Bylaws.  The changes need to be reviewed 

and approved by the County Attorney’s office.  Most changes are clean-up of language to make 
the Bylaws more clear. 

 
AOA DIRECTOR REPORT 
 
Update on Non-Profit 
 During the last AOA Board meeting there was consensus on getting more information about 

creating a sister non-profit to handle fundraising.  Sandy Carlson from the County Finance 
department said the County has no current mechanism to support the 501C3.  It was also 
determined that we would most likely not be able to move any existing dollars into that fund.   

 Tom Murphy asked why create one – look into an affiliate instead.   
 Donna Bosch asked if other departments in the County have affiliated 501C3s.  Lisa will talk with 

Tara Fugina at the County Attorney’s office to find that out.  If there are other departments, 
then we can talk with them to find out what process they went through and how they are 
structured.  Tom suggested that we start with the Flathead County Animal Shelter. 
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Transportation 
 Lisa reported that the Transportation Program Manager position has closed.  We received 

several applications and are currently reviewing them.  We will proceed with interviews if there 
are any qualified applicants.   

 Lisa said that as the Glacier National Park season come to an end, several good things have 
happened.  We have developed a good working relationship with the Park officials and have 
resolved some long-standing financial and communication issues.   

 Lisa reported that our FY12/13 is closed.  Finance has separated regular Eagle Transit 
transactions from those related to the Park and has made adjustments as needed to reflect 
accurate balances in each fund. 
 

RSVP 
 The RSVP program applied for and was awarded a $90,000 expansion grant from CNCS to 

increase access to health care and related services for seniors, people with disabilities and 
veterans.  The grant will allow for more working hours for the RSVP Volunteer Coordinator and 
also the addition of a new full-time Project Coordinator.  

 RSVP is looking at a program that will map neighborhoods to identify those at risk in the event 
of an emergency. 

 
Information & Referral 
 Medicare open enrollment is ongoing through the first week in December, and our staff is very 

busy seeing lots of folks and helping them with sometimes very complicated decisions.   
 There is still an open position within I&R that we plan to fill in the coming months.  We 

anticipate that the new position will focus on community outreach to seniors, their families and 
other stakeholders..  Lisa is currently working on that job description. 

 
Ombudsman 
 Todd Davis was hired as our new half-time Ombudsman and is currently in training.  

 
Nutrition 
 Lisa gave a quick update on John Taft, our cook who has been out on medical leave.   
 J.R. Isles, our Nutrition Manager is participating in the County-wide emergency preparadiness 

committee.  There will be drills – no date is known at this time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:25 PM. 

 
Next meeting scheduled for Thursday, December 12, 2013.   

It will be a holiday potluck. 


