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AREA IX AGENCY ON AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Flathead County 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING 5/9/2013 

The Summit, 2:00 pm 
 

Prepared by: Kathi Kallis 
 
Note:  The Finance Committee met at 1:30 to review the financial reports.  Lisa noted that the Commissioners 
approved an amended FY13 budget to align with the DPHHS contract and reflect revised expenditure estimates.  
With the federal sequestration, we experienced a $16,355 cut in federal funds for the FY13. The FY14 budget 
passed by the Montana State Legislature included additional funds to offset federal cuts. As a result, our FY14 
budget includes a gain over the original FY13. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

Donna Bosch, Chair, called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm. 
 
INVOCATION:  Doug Gilbertson 
 
Present 
 Members: Gary Krueger (Commissioner), Donna Bosch (Chair), Doug Gilbertson (Vice-Chair), Jim 

Pearson, Jennifer Crowley, Rich Williams, Scott Huckeba, Michael Huekhang, Lois Katz, Tracy Bridges, 
Mary Meister, Mary Miers, Jenna Justice, Sue Holst (RSVP Director), Dodie Wise, Brenda Lynch 

 Staff:  Lisa Sheppard (Director), Kathi Kallis (Office Administrator) 
 Guest: Doris Warrant (NARFE), Jennifer Allen 

 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Introductions were made by all. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 

The minutes of April 18, 2013 were approved.  
 
Director’s Report 
 Lisa Sheppard noted that we had a budget meeting with the Commissioners this morning.  The 

Commissioners had a couple of questions, but seemed pleased with the budget we presented for FY14.   
 Lisa briefly discussed the budget cuts for FY13.  The federal cuts are approximately $16,000, much of 

which is nutrition.  The Montana Legislature state passed the state budget for FY14, which includes 
putting the One Time Only aging services funds into the base budget as well as an overall increase of 
$1.5 million in state funding.  This will allow us to offset the federal cuts for the biennium as well as 
enhance some existing programs. 
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 Lisa reported that she and Kathi Kallis recently attended the quarterly M4A meeting in Helena.  Lisa and 
Kathi met the other Area Agency on Aging directors from around the state.  One of the items on the 
agenda was the 2014 Governor’s Conference on Aging.  Lisa offered to host the 2014 conference in 
Kalispell.  It will be the first time in several years that it has been in Kalispell.   

 The Older American’s Day Picnic will be Friday, June 21, 2013 at the Fairgrounds.  Lisa stated that this 
year we will partner with 4-H and RSVP programs.  We will also invite the Commissioners and AOA Board 
members to help in any way they can. 

 Lisa reported that Jenna Justice has volunteered to transcribe the focus group recordings for the 
Strategic Planning process.  When those recordings have all been transcribed, an analysis will be 
completed and the results will be made available.  Lisa noted that the results will inform the next AOA 5-
year plan (due Sept. 2015). 

 Lisa reported we are getting software for our website that will allow us to update the site regularly and 
add links, menus, etc.   

 Our AOA building remodel is almost complete.  We are excited to have the Information and Referral 
staff up front.  It feels more friendly and is more accessible.  

 Commissioner Kruger reported that they have been very busy working with the county departments on 
FY14 budgets.  He said our budget looked good.  He recommended to the Board that we plan a 
workshop soon to look at the entire program and see what we are currently doing and what we could be 
doing better. 

 
Committee/Workshop Reports 
 Lisa reported that the By-law Committee met and had several good ideas.  Lisa will get those to the 

County Attorney’s office for their review and approval. 
 Jenifer Crowley noted that the next Wellness Committee meeting is Wednesday, May 15, 2013, at Home 

Options.  She encouraged anyone who may want to get involved in this committee to come next week.   
o Lisa noted that several months ago she met with Maryann Gill from KRMC who is starting a fall 

prevention program.  Jim Pearson said that typically fall prevention classes are expensive and 
wondered if grants were available to help defray the costs. 

 Jim Pearson reported that the presidents of the senior centers met in Columbia Falls for their quarterly 
meeting.  Lisa attended as well.  They discussed outreach and fundraising.  The Centers decided not to 
pursue a joint fundraising event at this time.  The next meeting is scheduled 8/19/2013. Kalispell Senior 
Center’s largest fund raiser of the year is the gift wrapping at the Kalispell Center Mall.  Jim noted they 
will be partnering with RSVP this year.  There was general discussion regarding ways to increase meal 
attendance at the senior centers.  One way is the “bring a friend” program.  Lakeside is already 
participating in the program. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM.   

 
Next meeting scheduled for Thursday, June13, 2013 


