
                    BIG MOUNTAIN FIRE DISTRICT (BMFD) BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
                                        MEETING MINUTES JUNE 18, 2018 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  9:04am 
 
 
ROLL CALL:  Paul Okerberg, Paul Silverman, Jay Johnston (by phone), Jerry Meislik 
(by phone), Chief Ben DeVall, firefighters Cameron Bradley, Kevin Wise, Ken 
Wensel 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion to approve Minutes from Board meeting of April 
4, 2018 was made by Jay Johnston and seconded by Paul Okerberg.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
 
FIREFIGHTER REPORT 
 

- The electrician has begun installing the back-up generator, paid for by the 
Big Mountain Firefighters Association (BMFA). 

 
-  Firefighter Wayne Perry is almost done with his chemotherapy.  So far, 

things have been going well for him. 
 

-  Chief DeVall recently spoke with BMFD liability insurance agent Jon 
Howard.  The District’s policy will automatically renew, and there was no 
mention of an increase in cost. 

 
- Chief also talked with BMFD health insurance agent Daren Engellant.  So 

far, it appears the District can keep the current plan, but Engellant does not 
know what may happen in the future.  If BMFD has to change plans, the 
premiums will be higher for a similar plan. 

 
- BMFD staff met with WSI bike patrol to talk about the 2018 summer 

season. 
 



- Firefighter Brodie Verworn brought up the State's mobile simulation lab, 
and the crew was able to train with advanced mannikins. 

 
- BMFA applied for a grant through the Whitefish Community Foundation 

(WCF).  The maximum amount was $1,500, but BMFA asked for $3,850 to 
acquire a large diameter fire hose for increased flow capacity.  The entire 
$3,850 was received.   BMFA also purchased a hydrant adapter so the hose 
can be used. 

 
- BMFA did not submit a Voluntary Firefighters Association (VFA) grant 

application this year.  The application was due concurrently with the WCF 
grant, and the funds were reduced due to fire suppression costs last year. 

 
- Chief will soon submit some overdue ambulance billing. 

 
- Paperwork for the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 

(DNRC) 2081 fire engine was submitted to DNRC, in case the apparatus 
goes on a wildfire this summer. 

 
- Chief was unable to speak as planned at the Foresters convention because 

of a family medical emergency. 
 

- Chief has been invited to speak to the Rotary Club on June 19, 2018.  He 
plans to address the group on BMFD’s firefighting and mutual aid roles, as 
well as District response procedures when Dispatch is called. 
 

- Firefighters Colin Christopolus and Wayne Perry responded to a Whitefish 
fire as part of mutual aid to the Whitefish Fire Department. 
 

- Paving of the fire hall parking lot has been completed, at WSI expense. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  (see following financial statements) 











Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report was made by Paul Silverman and seconded 
by Paul Okerberg.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

- Negotiations with the Firefighters Union are awaiting Union input on FURS. 
 

- The County’s new Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system is now fully 
operational.  Chief will arrange Board member access to it. 
 

- Jay Johnston and Paul Silverman have been reappointed to the Board for 
additional terms. 
 

- Paperwork for Jerry Meislik’s new appointment to the Board is in process. 
 

- Insurance company proposals for BMFD claim procedure modification were 
rejected by the Board. 
 

- Firefighter Wayne Perry’s medical treatment permits him to pursue his 
BMFD duty schedule two weeks on and one week off. 
 

- The fire hall roof, deck, and other parts of the structure survived the winter 
in good shape. 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
 
EMPLOYEE COMMENT:  None 
 
 
NEXT MEETING:  Scheduled for Wednesday August 15, 2018 at 9am. 



 
 

• ADJOURNMENT:  Motion to adjourn was made by Paul Silverman and 
seconded by Jay Johnston.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:56am. 


