
�x�� Know your flood hazard 
�x�� Insure your property 
�x�� Protect yourself  from the flood 

hazard 
�x�� Protect your property from the 

flood hazard 
�x�� Build responsibly�³ get a permit 
�x�� Protect the natural functions of  

the floodplain 

 
 
 

All work, including new construction, substantial 
improvement, excavation, and fill requires a 
Floodplain Development Permit.  All new and 
substantially improved residential structures are 
required to be elevated two feet above the BFE.  
All new or substantially improved commercial 
structures need to be elevated or floodproofed 
two feet above the BFE.  All fill and bank 
stabilization projects need to ensure the work will 
not direct  additional flood waters to neighboring 
properties, will not increase water velocity, or 
increase the height of the BFE.  Meeting all of the 
requirements of the regulations will not prevent 
flooding, but meeting the requirements will greatly 
reduce the potential for flood damage.  Please call 
the Flathead County Planning and Zoning Office 
for more information about Floodplain 
Development Permits. 

East Cottonwood Drive, Kalispell MT, 1964 

Protect Yourself 

 

Important 
Flood  

Information  

�x�� Develop an evacuation plan for you and your family. 

�x�� DO NOT attempt to drive through standing water.  
Many flooded roads and bridges are so damaged you 
only have a 50% chance of crossing safely. 

�x�� DO NOT attempt to wade through flood waters. 

�x�� Six inches of moving flood waters can make you fall 
and two feet of moving flood waters will carry away 
most vehicles. 

�x�� Contact the Office of Emergency Services at 406-758-
5560 for more information about the flood warning 

TURN AROUND 
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Natural Floodplain Functions 

Floodplains are a natural and very  important compo-

nent of the Flathead County environment.  These areas 

must be protected to the greatest extent possible be-

cause natural floodplains reduce flood velocities, have 

the ability to store excess flood waters, and are highly 

valued wildlife habitat.  Poorly managed floodplain are-

as can lead to streambank erosion, loss of valuable 

property, increased risk of flooding and degradation of 

water quality. 

Much of Flathead Coun-

�W�\�·�V�� �P�R�V�W�� �Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H�� �D�Q�G��

productive agricultural 

land is located in a 

floodplain. 

Build Responsibly�³Get a Permit 

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION AND 

SOURCES OF ADDITIONAL INFROMATION 

Flathead County Planning and Zoning  406-751-8200. 

Flathead County Road and Bridge 406-758-5790 

Flathead County  Emergency Services 406-758-5585 

Flathead Conservation District 406-752-4220 

FEMA.gov 

FloodSmart.gov 

 


