
APRIL 14TH, 2010
COMMITTEE A REPORT - WHAT A GREAT NIGHT WITH THE PLANNING BOARD

COMMITTEE A MEMBERS
FRANK DEKORT - JIM HEIM - JEFF LARSON - CHARLES LAPP - MARIE AUCLAIRE

HERE IS THE LASTEST MEETING AND UPDATES FOR THE MAPPING COMMITTEE, 
WE WANTED TO GIVE EVERYONE A LIL UPDATE ON WHERE THE MAPS ARE, WE 
FEEL THAT WHEN THE GROWTH POLICY GOES FOR UPDATE TO SUBMIT THE MAP 
CHANGES WITH THE NEW CHANGES TO SAVE ON RESOURCES, TIME AND ENER-
GY!!!

WE FEEL THAT A DISCLAIMER SHOULD BE NOTED ON THE FRONT OF THE 
GROWTH POLICY, THAT FOR THE MOST RECENT VERSION OF THE MAP TO CHECK 
THE COUNTY WEBSITE.

MAP
2.1 - FLATHEAD LANDS - UPDATE CITY JURISDICTIONS
2.2 - CORPORATE TIMBER LANDS - UPDATE IF LANDS HAVE SOLD
2.3  - FARMLANDS ( THIS ONE IS TOUGH) 
  LIL INPUT - I FORGOT WHAT WE WERE DOING WITH THIS ONE
2.4 - DEPTH TO GROUNDWATER - UPDATE CITY JURISDICTIONS
2.5 - STEEP SLOPES - UPDATE CITY JURISDICTIONS
2.6 - UPDATE FLOODPLAIN AND DIRECT PEOPLE TO THE FIRM MAPS @ THE 
 FEMA WEBSITE
2.7 - FAULT LINES - UPDATE CITY JURISDICTIONS
2.8 - WETLANDS - GET LATEST LAYER, LIKELY THERE WILL BE NO CHANGE
 WE WANTED TO GET MORE INFO ON THE TERMS ( SCRUB SHRUB)

3.1 - 2000 CENUS DESIGNATED PLACES 
3.2 - 2000 POPULATION PER SQUARE MILE
3.3  - 2000 HOUSING PER SQUARE MILE
 WAIT UNTIL THIS DATA WILL BE AVAILABLE WHICH WOULD WORK WELL 
 WITH TIMING OF THE REWRITE OF THE GROWTH POLICY

4.1 - PARK AND REC SITES - THIS CAN BE REPLACES WITH THE ADOPTION OF THE 
 NEW PARK AND REC’S PLAN TO BE ADDED TO THE GROWTH POLICY



MAP
6.1 - EXISITING ROADS
6.2 - TRAFFIC SHEDS
THESE MAPS WE NEED TO WAIT TO SEE IF THE TRANSPORTATION PLAN IS ADOPT-
ED TO THE GROWTH POLICY

6.4 - EXISTING BIKE/PED PATHS- I THINK THAT THIS ALSO IS BEING WORKED ON
BY A GROUP THAT WOULD ASK FOR ADOPTION TO THE GROWTH POLICY OR I 
COULD BE MAKING THAT UP , BJ LET ME KNOW!!!!

7,1 - UPDATE THE WELLS AND SEPTICS WITH THE LATEST INFORMATION AND 
 THE CITY JURISDICTIONS
7.2 - UPDATE THE CITY JURISDICTIONS, DISTRICT ANNEXATIONS AND HATCHING 
 OVER CITY BOUNDRIES TO SHOW THE JURISDICTIONS, ALSO MAKE SURE
 DISCLAIMER IS ON MAP TO REFER PEOPLE TO THE WEBSITE FOR THE 
 LATEST MAP CHANGES
7.3 - BASIC LIFE SUPPORTS - NEEDS TO BE UPDATED WITH NEW INFO
7.4 - ADVANCED LIFE SUPPORTS - UPDATED WITH LATEST INFO

8.1 - FLATHEAD WATERSHEDS
 REPLACE WITH THE FLATHEAD WATERSHED SUB-BASINS, POSSIBLY RE-
NAME TO FLATHEAD WATERSHED WITHIN FLATHEAD COUNTY, MAKE SURE 
THERE IS LEGENDS TO MATCH THE COLORS OF THE MAP, WE WOULD NEED
MAPS 8.1A - 8.1B- 8.1C, ECT SO THAT THE YOU COULD UTILIZE THE MAP AND THAT 
IS READABLE, WE CANNOT GET IT ON ONE PAGE AND BE EFFECTIVE

A MAP THAT IS GIVEN WITH THE GROWTH POLICY THOUGH IT IS NOT LISTED ON  
PAGE 136 OF THE GROWTH POLICY IS THE DESIGNATED LAND USE MAP, WHICH 
NEEDS TO BE RENAMED TO SOMTHING  LIKE FLATHEAD COUNTY ZONED AND 
PLANNED LANDS, TO UPDATE WITH THE NEW CITY JURSIDICTIONS, THE NEW 
NEIGHBORHOOD PLANS SUCH AS TWO RIVERS AND RIVERDALE, MAKE CHANGES 
TO THE AREAS OF LAND THAT HAVE UPDATED ZONING..AND ALSO SHOWING THE 
UNZONED LAND OF THE COUNTY

THE NEW MAP THAT WILL BE REQUIRED IF A COUNTY HAS A GROWTH POLICY IS 
THE GRAVEL RESOURCE MAP, AND HERE IS SOME IDEAS WE CAME UP WITH US-
ING DATA THAT IS FROM GOOD SOURCES, THIS IS IN NO WAY A FINAL DOCUMENT 
AND THE COUNTY IS NOT TAKING INVENTORY AT THIS TIME, WE WERE JUST 
MAKING OUR OWN CONCLUSIONS ON THE INFORMATION WE HAD AVAILABLE..
WE WANTED TO SHOW ALL OF YOU, SINCE THIS IS ALWAYS A HOT TOPIC.
THE FOLLOWING ARE SOME OF THE LATEST EMAILS TO TRY AND GET MORE INFO



From:  BJ Grieve (bgrieve@flathead.mt.gov)  
Sent: Mon 3/29/10 3:57 PM 
To:  Denny Rea (drea@flathead.mt.gov) 
Cc:  Montana Raceway Park Maybery (wicsteel@hotmail.com) 

Hi Denny

 

Just a quick follow-up to our conversation in passing the other day. 

 

We recently made a map using the gravel pit layer and some of the Planning Board looking at the map noticed 
that a handful of newer pits weren’t on it. They asked about that and I indicated that you had said the map 
hadn’t been updated in a few years. Then they asked if the gravel pits on the map were identified by their per-
mit, or by some other method to make the map and I didn’t know. 

 

So, I was trying to ask you what it would take to update the layer, and in doing so get an idea of how the gravel 
pits on the layer were identified. If it’s permits that are in an electronic database at DEQ, maybe updating would 
be a simple issue of retrieving the latest database from them. If it requires actually going out and locating new 
pits with a GPS, that may be more labor intensive and staff resources may not allow for it. 

 

Anyways, you indicated you would look into the permits, and I was wondering if you had found anything, or if 
you had any additional info related to this topic. 

 

THANKS!

 

BJ Grieve, AICP®, CFM®

Assistant Planning Director

Flathead County Planning & Zoning

1035 First Avenue West



RE: follow-up
From:  BJ Grieve (bgrieve@flathead.mt.gov)  
Sent: Tue 3/30/10 7:40 AM 
To:  Denny Rea (drea@flathead.mt.gov); Mindy Cochran (mcochran@flathead.mt.gov) 
Cc:  Montana Raceway Park Maybery (wicsteel@hotmail.com) 

Thanks for the reply Denny. 

 

Mindy, I reckon it’s up to you to determine if the resources are there to do this. The Planning Board is keen on 
having this for the Growth Policy and they were hoping to have it to look at April 14, but we understand as well 
as any other Department the issue of staffing constraints and tight budgets. 

 

I’ll understand either way. Thanks for your consideration. 

 

BJ Grieve, AICP®, CFM®

Assistant Planning Director

Flathead County Planning & Zoning

1035 First Avenue West

Kalispell, MT 59901-5607

Phone: 406.751.8200

Fax: 406.751.8210



RE: GIS gravel pits layer
From:  BJ Grieve (bgrieve@flathead.mt.gov)  
Sent: Tue 3/30/10 9:05 AM 
To:  Mindy Cochran (mcochran@flathead.mt.gov) 
Cc:  Montana Raceway Park Maybery (wicsteel@hotmail.com); Allison Mouch (amouch@flathead.mt.gov) 

Thanks Mindy, we’ll look forward to incorporating the updated layer into our projects. J

 

BJ Grieve, AICP®, CFM®

Assistant Planning Director

Flathead County Planning & Zoning

1035 First Avenue West

Kalispell, MT 59901-5607

Phone: 406.751.8200

Fax: 406.751.8210

From: Mindy Cochran 
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2010 8:59 AM
To: BJ Grieve
Cc: Denny Rea
Subject: GIS gravel pits layer

 

Hi BJ,

 

Denny and I spoke about this and it is something that he is going to be working on under the scope of the infra-
structure update project he has already undertaken. He is going to get in touch with DEQ as soon as possible to 
get going on the gravel pits specifically, and we will try to have that layer completed by your April 14th dead-
line. Please let me know if we can do anything else to assist you.

Thanks always, Mindy

 



FW: Gravel Pits
From:  BJ Grieve (bgrieve@flathead.mt.gov)  
Sent: Thu 4/01/10 7:20 AM 
To:  Montana Raceway Park Maybery (wicsteel@hotmail.com) 
  1 attachment 
 image001.jpg (2.4 KB)  
 
FYI

 

BJ Grieve, AICP®, CFM®

Assistant Planning Director

Flathead County Planning & Zoning

1035 First Avenue West

Kalispell, MT 59901-5607

Phone: 406.751.8200

Fax: 406.751.8210

 

From: Denny Rea 
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2010 11:25 AM
To: Mindy Cochran; BJ Grieve
Subject: Gravel Pits

 

FYI,

I have contacted Rod Samdahl about updating our data and he no longer handles the updates but has forwarded 
the request to Helena, as soon as I receive that data I will begin updating it with our records.

Denny Rea

800 South Main Street

Kalispell, MT 59901

 

Office: 1-406-758-2404



active pit map
From:  BJ Grieve (bgrieve@flathead.mt.gov)  
Sent: Thu 4/01/10 12:35 PM 
To:  Charles Lapp (bidcaller65@hotmail.com); Frank Dekort (dekort@montanasky.net); Jeff Larsen (jlarsen@
montanasky.net); Jim Heim (j.l.heim@centurytel.net); Marie Hickey-AuClaire (wicsteel@hotmail.com) 
  1 attachment 
 flathead.bmp (2.5 MB)  
 

We’re working with GIS to retrieve an updated, active gravel pit layer from MDEQ to add to our gravel pit/sur-
ficial geology map. 

In the meantime, they sent Denny a pre-made map of active pits in our area of MT. 

Thought you’d be interested to see it. 

BJ Grieve, AICP®, CFM®

Assistant Planning Director

Flathead County Planning 

status check
From:  BJ Grieve (bgrieve@flathead.mt.gov)  
Sent: Mon 4/12/10 11:21 AM 
To:  Denny Rea (drea@flathead.mt.gov) 
Cc:  Allison Mouch (amouch@flathead.mt.gov); Montana Raceway Park Maybery (wicsteel@hotmail.com) 

Hi Denny

 

Just checking in on the situation with the gravel pit layer, has DEQ updated their layer for you? The meeting at 
which I was hoping to present a map is Wed., but we’ll need a day or two to assemble the map with our other 
layers. 

 

Is this doable? If not, it’s ok but I should give the Subcommittee that requested the maps a heads up that we 
might not make Wed. night’s meeting. 

 

Just checking in, thanks. 



FW: Opencut Shapefiles
From:  BJ Grieve (bgrieve@flathead.mt.gov)  
Sent: Tue 4/13/10 7:51 AM 
To:  Montana Raceway Park Maybery (wicsteel@hotmail.com); M Lapp (bidcaller65@hotmail.com); Jeff 
larsen (jlarsen@montanasky.net); frank dekort (dekort@montanasky.com); jim heim (j.l.heim@centurytel.net) 

Good morning Subcommittee A!

 

Please see the email at the bottom from the MDEQ IT folks. Looks like we’re not going to get an updated pit-
permit layer for awhile. 

 

Also, we received a letter from Montana Forest Products to Jeff Harris that says they heard we were mapping 
gravel resources in the County and they list about 4 properties they own that they want included in the map 
because they have shale on them that they might want to use someday. I attempted to call them to clear up the 
nature of Subcommittee A’s project (just looking at MDEQ pits and overlaying with Bureau of Mines surficial 
geology) but the number on their letter picked up as a fax machine. 

 

So, please advise on what you would like me to do to be prepared for your Subcommittee A report to the Plan-
ning Board tomorrow night. 

 

BJ Grieve, AICP®, CFM®

Assistant Planning Director

Flathead County Planning & Zoning

1035 First Avenue West

Kalispell, MT 59901-5607

Phone: 406.751.8200

Fax: 406.751.8210



From: Denny Rea 
Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2010 7:08 AM
To: BJ Grieve; Mindy Cochran
Subject: FW: Opencut Shapefiles

 

I received this in the mail this morning and asked if they would please send .pdf 36X42 that we could print for 
the meeting as of yet I have received no answer.

 

Denny

 

From: Conner, James [mailto:JConner@mt.gov] 
Sent: Monday, April 12, 2010 6:55 AM
To: Denny Rea
Cc: Dole, Dalynn
Subject: Opencut Shapefiles

 

Denny,

 

According to our I.T. department, at this time I am unable to give out the Opencut point shapefiles until I create 
the metadata for it.  Once the metadata is created I will be happy to forward you the Counties shapefiles.

 

Sincerely,

 

J.J. Conner
Environmental Scientist
IEMB Opencut
Department of Environmental Quality
406-444-4979 - Phone
406-444-4988 - Fax
jconner@mt.gov 




