
 

 

LAKESIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING – December 2011 – open to the public 
DATE:  12/27/2011 TIME:  7:00pm  
PLACE:   Lakeside Sewer District Meeting Room; 253 Bierney Creek Rd. 
NOTICED:  County P&Z website Calendar of Events page; Lakeside Plan Committee’s website Calendar Page, 
posters in Library and Post Office in Lakeside, submitted to DIL Daybook column. 
AGENDA: 

1. Call to order and Sign-in sheet. 
2. Public Comment for items not on the agenda 
3. Approve Agenda. 

a. Suggested changes to standing agenda 
b. Approve agenda for 12/27 

4. Approve prior meeting minutes –  
a. Approve meeting minutes from November 2011 

5. Review/recommendations on any County applications in the Lakeside planning area (if any are 
scheduled) 

a. None  
6. Guest presentations or reports (listed below, if any are scheduled) 

a. None  
7. Sub-committee reports from any LCC authorized subcommittees (listed below, if any are scheduled) 

a. None 
8. Procedural discussions or items (listed below, if any are scheduled) 

a. Possible scheduling of presentation on water quality of lake. 
b. Janet:   attorney confirmation that her term is 3 years. 
c. Update on Blacktail Trail  
d. Update on Lakeside Plan and discussion of how we move forward once the injunction is lifted. 
e. Decide if December meeting should be cancelled (proximity to holiday) 

9. Meeting adjourned 
 

MEETING MINUTES: 
Council Members attending:  Janet Conroy, Gene Shellerud, Craig Koontz, Keith Brown, Barb Miller 
Council Members not attending:  David Fetveit, Mike Wilson 
P&Z attendees:  None 
Public:   Jim Clark, Jan Williams, Richard Williams 
MINUTES: 
1. Meeting called to order 7:00pm. 
2. Public comment for items not on the agenda:  Jim Clark submitted a paper (attached) regarding his 

disagreement with Lakeside Plan boundaries. 
3. Approve agenda: 

a. Changes suggested at the County’s Board Training session were incorporated into this agenda 
and in the Council’s standing agenda: 

i. Public comment at the beginning of the meeting. 
ii. Advanced notice of agenda of 7 days 

iii. Accept public comment throughout the meeting on all agenda items. 
b. Janet motioned, Barb seconded and passed unanimously to approve meeting agenda. 

4. Craig motioned, Barb seconded and passed unanimously to approve the meeting minutes for November 
2011. 

5. No County applications to consider. 
6. No Guest presentations scheduled. 



 

 

7. No sub-committee reports. 
8. Procedural items: 

a. Craig reported on the research he completed regarding Jim Clark’s voting precinct.  Maps and 
information he found are attached.  Jim contends he is not receiving ballots and is not authorized 
to vote for the Council.  There may be confusion arising from the fact that, in the GIS system, his 
physical address is Somers and his mailing address is a P.O. Box in Lakeside.   Craig agreed to 
ask the Election Department to pull a list and see if Jim is on it.  If he is not, it is not within the 
Council’s charter to make sure he gets a ballot. Jim should work with the Election Department to 
get the situation corrected to his satisfaction. 

b. Council discussed some of the information given in the Board Training session, including 
meetings, records storage, and use of email.  Barb suggested that we have some sort of 
orientation for new Council members because Board Training occurs in December and again in 
February, but Council’s new members take office in June.   Barb agreed to put together an 
orientation package which the Council can review in their January meeting.  Keith motioned, 
Craig seconded and passed unanimously to proceed with an orientation package. 

c. May 2012 expiring seats & election: 
i. Expiring seats:   

1. Mike’s position is appointed by the Commissioners.   The county recommended 
in Board Training that the existing Council should submit recommended 
candidates’ names and not wait for the new Council to start in June.  After the 
window closes for candidacy filing for the 2 elected seats (Feb. 23, 2012), 
Council members are encouraged to solicit interested parties to submit letters of 
interest and resumes to the Council.  Barb moved, Keith seconded and passed 
unanimously to publicize this open appointed seat in March 2012 and to place on 
the May 2012 agenda to finalize recommended names to send the Commissioners. 

2. Election Department scheduling and instructions:  Information from the Election 
Department’s website was discussed: 

a. Window for filing for candidacy:  8:00am, Dec. 27, 2011 – 5pm, Feb. 23, 
2012 and proper documentation must be filed with the Election 
Department by Feb. 23. 

b. Voter registration closes 5pm, April 9. 
c. Election is May 8, 2012. 
d. The election will be conducted using the vote by mail election process. 
e. See Election Department Website for details and candidacy forms:  

http://flathead.mt.gov/election/  
3. Publicizing the elected seats to generate interested candidates:   Barb motioned, 

Gene seconded and passed unanimously to send a letter to the editor from the 
Council to the Daily Inter Lake, West Shore News, Flathead Beacon and the 
Lakeside-Somers Voice (email distribution list) and to post the open positions in 
the Post Office, Library, and Blacktail Grocery.  The letter (as amended in this 
meeting), is attached. 

d. Blacktail Trail:  501(c3) sponsor needs to be confirmed and the County is asking them to sign the 
Project Agreement.  The Lakeside Community Development Foundation is still considering 
filling the role of sponsor, but has not yet signed the Project Agreement.  The county expects this 
issue to be resolved by the end of January.  Enough local match funding has been collected to 
allow proceeding with the engineering survey and design.  From this survey, the right of way 
along Blacktail Road will be verified, any easement issues can be identified, and potential route 
and costs alternatives can be made.  However, the County will not proceed until the sponsor is 



 

 

committed.  Jim asked if the Council, which is an advisory board, appoinedt the Trails 
committee.  Keith indicated the Council did appoint the Trails Committee and when the CTEP 
application was completed, disbanded the committee.  The Council’s By-Laws allow the Council 
to establish sub-committees as it deems necessary.   

e. The preliminary injunction has still not been lifted so implementation strategies were not 
discussed.  Jim also asked the status of the Plan (what has been done or not done).  Keith noted:  
The 2010 Plan which was adopted by the Commissioners Dec. 1, 2011 is on hold because of the 
preliminary injunction imposed Feb. 24, 2011.  Until that injunction is lifted, no implementation 
of the 2010 Plan can begin.  The 1995 Plan is still in force and the 2010 Plan contains a Chapter 
on the Community Council that gives status of the implementation of the 1995 Plan. 

f. Keith moved, Craig seconded and passed unanimously to approve the 2012 meeting dates and 
Barb passed out a calendar highlighting 2012 meeting dates and the deadline for providing input 
to the agendas so they can be published 7 days in advance of the meetings.  Meetings are Jan. 31, 
Feb. 28, Mar. 27, Apr. 24, May 29, Jun.26, Jul. 31, Aug. 28, Sep. 25, Oct. 30, Nov. 27, and Dec 
18. 

9. Meeting adjourned at 8:20pm. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Research by Craig Kootz: 

 
 



 

 

 

From the Election Dept. Website: 
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From Flathead County GIS System: 
Tract ID:2721X34-HD1-3 
Assrno:  053059 
Geocode:  07383434402050000 
Owners:  James E Clark; Barbara Ann Hartwell 
Physical Address:  128 Hill Dale Drive; Somers, MT 599329723 
Mailing Address:  P.O.Box 842; Lakeside, MT 599220842 
 
 
From the revised 2010 Lakeside Neighborhood Plan: 

Chapter 2 Lakeside Community Boundaries 

The planning boundaries in the 1994 Plan have not been altered in this revision (see Figure 2‐1).  These boundaries 

(from Lake County line to Spring Creek Rd., and from lake front to approximately the USFS boundaries), roughly 

correspond to the Postal ZIP code 59922.  Some areas just south of Spring Creek Road are actually serviced by the 

Somers Postal ZIP code, 59932.  Lakeside Community boundaries also roughly coincide with the US Census Bureau’s 

Lakeside Census Demographic Profile (CDP) used in the 2000 Census.   

Some parts of the planning area are zoned.  Zoning districts, in effect at the time this plan is adopted by the county, 

remain unaffected by this plan.  However, the plan does recommend new zoning efforts for areas currently unzoned and 

does recommend re‐evaluation of the downtown zoning district.  The map below depicts the community boundaries as 

well as areas of existing zoning within the planning boundaries. 
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Precinct Map from county GIS mapping system:      128 Hill Dale Dr.  in Precinct 13 
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Submitted by Jim Clark: 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Approved, amended letter to the editor to publicize the expiring Council seats: 
 
THE LAKESIDE COMMUNITY COUCNIL NEEDS YOU! 

On May 31, 2012, the terms of two elected members of the Lakeside Community Council will expire.  The 
Lakeside Community Council is asking for Lakeside residents interested in serving a 3-year term on the 
Community Council beginning June 1, 2012, to please step forward.  Lakeside needs YOU!! 

The Council represents the community of Lakeside with opportunities to review applications for 
development, subdivision, zoning, variances, etc., affecting our planning area. The boundaries of the Lakeside 
planning area are:  Spring Creek Road to the north; Lake County boundary to the south; Flathead Lake to the 
east; and approximately to the US Forest Service Lands to the west.  The Council makes recommendations to 
the County Commissioners on these applications, based on information supplied by the Flathead County 
Planning and Zoning Department.  The Council is also accountable to facilitate communications within the 
community and with those who govern Lakeside infrastructures, such as the Sewer and Water Districts, 
Somers Rural Fire District, the Upper West Shore QRU, and the Lakeside school. The Council meets once per 
month on the last Tuesday of every month, at 7:00pm in the Lakeside Sewer District Building on Bierney Creek 
Road in Lakeside.  All meetings are open to the public and comments, suggestions, or questions are welcome 
and encouraged. 

These elected positions are filled following processes set forth in Montana state law and in Flathead 
County Election Department procedures. The election is scheduled for May 8, 2012 and will be conducted as a 
“vote by mail” Fire District Election.  Registered voters within Precinct 13 or with Lakeside addresses in 
Precinct 24 should be mailed ballots.   To validate your inclusion in the mailing of ballots, contact the Election 
Department no later than April 9, 2012, which is the deadline for voter registration. 

Candidates for Council positions must be registered voters within the planning area boundaries.  To apply 
for nomination and put their name officially on the election ballot, a candidate, including incumbents who may 
desire to serve another term, must complete a Declaration of Nomination  and a Petition of Nomination , 
supplying all information requested and must have at least 5 people sign an Affidavit of Signature Gatherer 
form. These candidacy forms must be filed no later than 5:00pm on Thursday, February 23, 2012.   

Those who sign the Affidavit must give their local physical address and be registered voters in the Lakeside 
planning area.  The Election Department will verify that persons signing the Affidavit are registered voters 
when the candidate files the forms with the Election Department.  It’s advisable that candidates get more than 



 

 

5 signatures in case some are not registered voters.  These forms can be found on the Election Department’s 
website: http://flathead.mt.gov/election/filing_dates.php .  Find a copy of the Council’s By-Laws at 
http://lakesideplan2008.com/ .  

Since there are two seats opening, an election will be held if there are more than two candidates filing valid 
election forms by February 23, 2012. If only two candidates file, no election will be held and the two candidates 
will fill the open seats. If none or only one candidate files, any positions left open will be appointed by the 
County Commissioners for the full 3-year term of the vacant seats.  

Let's take accountability for our own community and elect our own Council members!  Please step up and 
file your candidacy.  Should you have any questions about the scope of the Council or its procedures, please 
contact Council Chairperson Keith Brown at cell 406-270-6530 or email address keithtbrown@gmail.com or 
email address lakesidecommunitycouncil@bresnan.net . 
 
    THE LAKESIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 


