Local Emergency Planning Committee
Quarterly Meeting

July 24, 2008
Members Present:  Mark Holston, Chair; Jody White, Health Dept; Turner Askew, Whitefish City Council; William Boyd, Northwest Healthcare; Marcia Sheffels, County Superintendent of Schools;  Rod Dresbach, West Valley Fire Chief; Gary Mahugh, Mahugh Fire & Safety; Cindy Mullaney, OES

Welcome and Introductions

Chairman Mark Holston welcomed the members present and thanked them for attending.  Self-introductions were made.

Review of Agenda

Due to a previous commitment, Mark Peck will do the 911 update next.  Items added to the agenda included the LEPC Profile, HMEP Grant,  and a report on a hazardous material situation.
911 Update

Mark Peck reported  that  the Whitefish and Kalispell city councils voted to join in and continue with the consolidation of the four 911 centers with the caveat that within two years there will be a review of the interlocal agreement with respect to who pays for what.  The initial design meeting on the building has been held with a follow-up meeting on August 1st.  He will be meeting with The Bond Council to start the process for the bond issue for the building and infrastructure that will hopefully be placed on the November ballot.  A final determination as to whether it will be on the ballot will be made by August 21st.  if it goes on the ballot, and the bond is successful, he anticipates ground breaking will occur as soon as possible in the Spring of 2009.  The building should be ready for occupancy by end of the year 2009.  Space for Dispatch, OES, the Emergency Operations Center and an equipment cache are planned for the new building.  He will be asking the LEPC for support for the bond issue.  

LEPC Membership
Concern was expressed at the low turnout for the meeting.  It was pointed out that the Bylaws state letters should be sent to anyone who misses two consecutive meetings.  Mark Holston will work with OES  to review the Bylaws and draft and send letters.  The membership list was reviewed and updated.  Bill Boyd indicated that the Salvation Army would be interested in participating on the LEPC.  It was suggested that contact be made with the Columbia Falls Aluminum Company and SemiTool to see if we could interest them in participating.  
Committee Reports

Cindy Mullaney, Chair of the Community Education Committee reported that OES participated in the WalMart safety day.
Annual Exercise Program

Cindy Mullaney distributed information on requirements for annual exercises and the development of a multi-year training and exercise plan.  (See attached handout).  We will use the 2008 Pandemic After Action Report to identify functions to be exercised during the 2009 federal fiscal year.  Cindy will identify a group to work on the multi-year plan during FFY 2009.
Columbia Falls Potential Hazmat

Gary Mahugh reported on an incident that occurred in Columbia Falls.  A 5 gallon drum labeled as linseed oil and wrapped in a white plastic trash bag was found in the parking lot of a bar.  Due to the fact that it had been abandoned and appeared to be leaking, OES was contacted to request activation of the regional hazmat team.  Based on conversations with MT DES, the hazmat team was not activated and OES was provided with a list of environmental contractors.  After several days, the drum disappeared.  OES met with several of the entities involved to develop protocols for responding to these types of incidents.  It was determined contact should be made with Missoula Rural – another regional hazmat ream – to see how similar incidents are managed in Missoula County and to develop a long term approach to managing small hazmat incidents.
NW Montana Incident Management Team

Cindy provided a draft brochure on the type 3 incident management team that has been developed.  Right now it is a county wide team that can be activated by any Chief Elected Official or Incident Commander.  The team will only respond when requested.  If you have individuals from your agency interested in participating on the team, please have them contact the OES office. 
LEPC Profile

Cindy distributed a profile that needs to be submitted to the State Emergency Response Commission (see attached).  If you have any information related to exercises or meeting dates please let her know.

HMEP Grant

Cindy reported that the grant application for this year’s HMEP grant should be out sometime in August.  It was agreed we should submit an application for funding to hire an individual to identify and contact facilities that may be required to submit tier reports as we are only receiving about 23 reports at this time.   As part of this process, this individual could develop facility profiles for facilities that do not have a reporting requirement, but that do have hazardous materials on site.  
Appointment of Nominating Committee
Bill Boyd indicated he thought the nominating committee had been appointed at the April meeting.  He is on the committee but is unsure who else may be.  Mark Holston will review the minutes of the April meeting to determine who is on the committee.  The committee will identify nominations for Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer.  It was thought that perhaps the secretary and treasurer positions could be done by one individual since there is no funding for the LEPC at this time.  OES seemed the most logical entity to function in the role of secretary and treasurer.
Other Business

Cindy indicated the new Flathead County website is now up.  There will be a link on the OES page for the Local Emergency Planning Committee and for information on tier reporting.  Those pages  should be online within the next couple of days. 
