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  While preparing the Master Gardener Seminar, an impressive list was compiled                                
 highlighting the projects that have been completed in Flathead County over the past 3 years. In 2011 alone, master              
gardeners donated over 4,000 miles and over 900 hours of their personal time to beautification, educational and restoration projects.  

 
During the month of April, Master Gardeners answered questions for the public at the Extension 
Office, at the Columbia Falls Farmerôs Market and during several Gardening Short Courses.          
Insect, disease and cultural gardening challenges were identified and recommendations were 
made. Not only by answering phones in the Extension Office, Master Gardeners also volunteered 
during 4-H Shooting Sports sign-up and prepared 4-H enrollment packets.  
 
The Master Gardener program was started in 1972 in Washington State by an Agricultural         
Extension Agent that created a means of addressing the increasing county desire for horticultural 
education.  He designed a train the trainer system. This program is a volunteer organization     
designed to help expand the reach of the Extension Agent. Over 300 Flathead Valley community 
members have attended the master gardener  courses. Two level one classes are currently       
underway and are offered every January through March.  
 
New opportunities for Master Gardeners include a booth at the Northwest Montana Fair,                  
demonstration gardens for the public, a Junior Master Gardener program and horticulture therapy 
projects at  senior living centers. If you would like to volunteer or have ideas for community service 
projects, please call the Extension Office at 758-5553. 

Master Gardener           

Volunteer Projects Make 

a Difference Around the 

Valley  

 
Planting and Beautification Projects 
Woodland Park, Kalispell 
Lawrence Park , Kalispell 
Pine Grove Park, Kalispell 
Lone Pine, Kalispell 
Welcome to Whitefish sign, Whitefish 
Welcome to Bigfork sign, Bigfork 
Discovery Square, Columbia Falls 
Museum at Central School, Kalispell 
Flathead Valley Community College, Kalispell 
Whitefish Train Depot, Whitefish 
Begg Park, Kalispell 
Bibler Gardens, Kalispell 
Flathead High School, Kalispell 
Hedges School, Kalispell 
Mountain View Manor, Whitefish 
Glacier National Park 
  

 
Weed Mapping and Identification 
Polebridge Community 
Kootenai National forest 
Glacier National Park 
  
Establish and Maintain Community Gardens 
Whitefish 
Evergreen/Ferndale 
Kalispell 
Flathead Valley Community College 
Columbia Falls 
Lakeside ï planning phase 
  
School Gardens 
West Glacier School 
Cayuse Prairie School 
Bigfork ï planning phase 
Kalispell Middle School ï planning phase 
  

Lisa McKeon at the West Glacier 

School Garden. 


