June 2nd & 3rd 2014 Federal Primary Election
Location: Absentee Ballot Processing Center – Expo Building
JUNE 2nd EARLY PREPARATION OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS
6:30 a.m. 		Absentee ballots will be transported to the preparation center by 2 Election 					Department staff.
8:00 a.m. 		Doors open for entrance to the Expo building for Absentee Acquisition Team and 	observers.
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon	Absentee Acquisition Team will be sworn in and ballot preparation will begin as 	instructed.
12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m. Absentee ballot preparation will end for a one hour lunch break.
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Absentee Ballot preparation will continue as instructed until all ballots are securely 				prepared and sealed for Election Day counting. 
Election Department Day/Night Schedule
Location: Absentee Ballot & Results Processing Center – Expo Building
JUNE 3rd PREPARATION OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS & RESULTS
7:00 a.m.	Election Polls open, including Election Department in the County Fair Kitchen for late registration at County Fairgrounds 265 N.  Meridian, Kalispell.
[bookmark: _GoBack]9:00 a.m 	Absentee ballot count will begin.   Absentee ballots dropped off at polling places, drop-off sites or the returned in the mail will be, verified opened and counted.  Any person entering the Absentee Ballot Counting and Processing Center at any time between 9:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. WILL BE SEQUESTERED until 8:00 p.m. (Expo Building @ 265 N. Meridian, Kalispell).
Note:	 M.C.A. 13-15-104. Absentee ballot counting board. (1) The election administrator shall: (2) The absentee ballot counting board shall: (a) be sequestered in a room separate from where ballots are being cast; (3) An election judge or other individual having access to any results of early counting may not disclose the information while the polls are open and must remain sequestered until the closing of the polls. 
2:00 p.m. 	4 members of the Resolution Board will convene at the Expo Building – PURPOSE:  The purpose of the Resolution Board is to make a non-partisan determination of voter intent, if possible, on improperly marked ballots in order to ensure that every valid vote is counted. 
	Note:  the board will remain sequestered in the Election Count Center from ? to 8:00 p.m. (the polls close @ 8:00 p.m.).
			Note: The Resolution Board also acts as the Write-in Board.
8:00 p.m.		Polls close 
8:00–10:00 p.m.	Election Judges return M100 result cards and absentee ballots from the polling places to the Ballot Count Center (Expo Building @ 265 N. Meridian, Kalispell).
8:30 p.m.	1st Absentee ballot count will be released to the Montana Secretary of State’s Office, media and public.  Note:  count will “NOT” include polling place ballots.
8:45-11:00 p.m. or later	Votes cast (M100/DS850/M650/hand-tallied) will be processed through the ERM Software and released by the Election Department to the Montana Secretary of State’s Office, media and public.
	NOTE:  The County has 42 precincts and 28 polling places, therefore, the final count of votes can’t be given until the Election Judges, for each precinct have; closed their polling place, completed their reconciliation, packed the information they are instructed to return to the Election Department and have driven into the Ballot Count Center to check-in the M100 card and walk-in absentee ballots for their precinct/polling place.  In short the results could be released later than stated….. 		    

