What is a Neighborhood Plan?

Neighborhood plans are non-requlatory and
represent a vision for a neighborhood. They
guide growth and development into the future in
a way the residents want to see their area grow
and develop. A neighborhood plan includes
information and maps detailing land uses,
opportunities and issues, and identifies goals
and polices important to the residents.

Who should be Involved in the
Creation of a Neighborhood Plan?

As many people who live in your neighborhood
as possible. The greater the public involvement
and viewpoints in the creation of your plan, the
greater the likelihood the plan will represent the
entire community.

EASY ACCESS

Pre-application meeting request forms AND
applications can be found in our office as well
as on our website:

http://flathead.mt.gov/planning_zoning

Mission Statement:

“The Flathead County Planning & Zoning Office is
committed to providing the highest level of planning
services. We will accomplish this through employ-
ees who anticipate public needs, and promote a
work environment that encourages creativity, com-
munication and cooperation. The Office will also
encourage professional development and training
for all staff members."

For more information, contact:

Flathead County Planning & Zoning

40 11th Street West, Ste 220

Kalispell, MT 53301

Phone: 406-75l-8200

E-mail: planning.zoning@flathead. mt.gov

Website: http://flathead.mt.gov/planning_zaning/
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What are the Benefits of a
Neighborhood Plan?

A

neighborhood plan is a solid choice if

you value your surroundings, where you
live and want to see that they are main-
tained. With a neighborhood plan resi-
dents set the vision for growth and devel-
opment in a way acceptable to most eve-
ryone.

Neighborhood plans are prepared by
the residents, with assistance from
planning staff, for the betterment of the
community;

Most importantly neighborhood plans
represents a community vision of what
you want your community to be and
ook like in the future and are used as a
guide and means to realize that specific
vision;

A neighborhood plan balances property
rights for you, your neighbors and the
community as a whole;

A neighborhood plan gives greater pre-
dictability to residents who want to
develop their property;,

A neighborhood plan results in more
efficient use of public services (like
water and sewer, sheriff and fire re-
sponses, schools, streets and other
public infrastructure) resulting in more
effective use of your tax dollars;

A neighborhood plan provides a greater
voice into land use decision making by
elected and appointed officials.

Steps Involved

|. Organizational Meeting(s)

Community public meeting(s)

Finalize public organization;
Plan area definition

2. Baseline Conditions

Community public input and
workshops

Raseline info. & maps

3. Community public input
and workshops

Community public input and
workshops

Prioritized list of issues and
opportunities; Formalized
vision and goals

4. Plan Preparation

Community public workshops

Final draft plan

3. Plan Adoption

Planning Board public
workshops

Planning Board
public hearing

County Commissioners
decision

Approve and adopted plans

B. Implementation &
Monitoring

Community public input
meetings

What is the Process for Creating a
new Neighborhood Plan?

o Community members approach Commissioners to
request Planning Staff (Staff) assistance includ-
ing the planning process and steps for creation of
a new plan.

o |t the Commissioners approve the request, the
Staff then provides information through a series
of workshops/meetings on neighborhood plans
and the process. Over the course of these meet-
ings staff will gauge the level of support for the
creation of a new plan .

o |f there is adequate interest in beginning the pro-
cess, and the Staff has sufficient resources de-
voted to assisting the community in developing a
neighborhood plan Staff will develop a work plan
specific to the community's request with the sup-
port and approval of the Commissioners.  The
approved work plan will include periodic updates
to the Commissioners to ensure transparency in
the process, and keep the governing body abreast
of developments.

o Schedule a pre-application meeting to get the facts before
submitting an application!

« Pay attention to application due dates and corresponding public
meeting dates and timelines

o The more complete the application, the easier it is for the
Planning Office to review. Answer ALL questions and submit ALL
documents required to expedite the process!

o [nce submitted, the application fee is NON-REFLINDABLE!

o There are NO guarantees of approval.



