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MONDAY,  JANUARY 26, 2015 

Audiofile  

 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairperson Holmquist, Commissioner 
Krueger and Mitchell, and Clerk Pierson were present. 
 
Chairperson Holmquist led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Chairperson Holmquist opened public comment on matters within the Commissions' Jurisdiction, no one present to 
speak, Chairperson Holmquist closed the public comment period. 
 
BI-MONTHLY MEETING W/ JOE RUSSELL, HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
 
9:00:00 AM  
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Commissioner Philip Mitchell, Assistant Mike Pence, 
City-County Health Dept. Director Joe Russell, Clerk Kile   
 
Russell summarized a community health services report for December 2014; briefly spoke about communicable diseases; 
reported a significant amount of influenza is in the valley this year and appears to be three times higher than last year; spoke 
about challenges in not spreading influenza; reported subdivision and septic system activity is picking up in Flathead County; 
spoke about FDA training held. 
 
General discussion was held relative to rabies vaccinations and the local health code.      
 

BI-MONTHLY MEETING W/ MINDY COCHRAN, GIS 
 
9:30:00 AM  
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Commissioner Philip Mitchell, Assistant Mike Pence,  
Information Technology Director Vicki Saxby, GIS Program Manager Mindy Cochran, Clerk Kile   
 
Cochran summarized the following bi-monthly report.  
 

Ongoing Data Maintenance & Projects since our last (November) meeting  

¶ 31 COSôs & 5 subdivision plats have been filed / drafted.  

¶ Address Improvement Program 
o Addresses assigned per land owner request ï 30 
o Addresses assigned via subdivision plat ï 47 
o Addresses which were retired ï 78 
o Addresses which were field verified - 74 

¶ We have worked 45 mobile home moving declarations  

¶ District Annexations- 1 fire district annexation in Marion 
 

Map Orders & Special Projects since our last meeting  

¶ We have fulfilled requests for 1 map book, 18 maps & 26 ownership lists since our last meeting.  

¶ Requests for GIS services have come from a variety of entities including several surveying companies and engineering firms, and also Smith 
Valley Fire District, the City of Whitefish, the Plat Room, Planning and Zoning, Maintenance, and I.T. 

¶ Ron did a presentation for the Whitefish High School overviewing how we use GIS in the county government. He was one of several speakers 
from the GIS industry for a workshop they had. 

¶ The Addressing Workgroup Meeting met December 5th, 2014.  
o GIS and the City of Whitefish and City of Kalispell had representatives attend.  
o Discussion revolved around city vs. county addressing and if there could be one addressing policy that both city/county follow. After 

reviewing the resolution in detail, it was felt the major difference in our procedures was in assigning an addresses number.  
o The cities felt that changing policies or adopting new policies would not be on their list of priorities.   
o It was further discussed that urban vs. rural addressing is too different and that a one size fits all approach might not be the right 

approach, and so each jurisdiction would continue with their policies as-is.  

¶ GCDB ï Geographic Coordinate Database. We are preparing to geographically adjust our data to the new version of the GCDB, which is a 
digital representation of the Public Land Survey System. This is a huge project that we have historically accomplished about once a decade.   

 
CONSIDERATION OF LAKESHORE PERMIT EXTENSION:  DAKIN, FLP 14-08 
 
9:45:00 AM  
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Commissioner Philip Mitchell, Assistant Mike Pence, 
Planning & Zoning Director B. J. Grieve, Planner Lawson Moorman, Clerk Kile   
 
Moorman stated Lake and Lakeshore Construction Permit FLP 14-08 was issued to Bill and Sarah Dakin on February 14, 2014 
to install rip rap on Echo Lake.  The permit was valid for one year and is set to expire on February 14, 2015.  A one year 
extension has been requested and if approved the permit will expire on February 14, 2016.   
 
Commissioner Krueger made a motion to approve Lakeshore Permit Extension, FLP 14-08.  Commissioner Mitchell seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF LAKESHORE PERMIT EXTENSION:  DUGAN, FLP 11-02 
 
9:47:00 AM 
Present:  Chairperson Pamela Holmquist, Commissioner Gary Krueger, Commissioner Philip Mitchell, Assistant Mike Pence, 
Planning & Zoning Director B. J. Grieve, Planner Lawson Moorman, Clerk Kile   
 
Grieve summarized the following visual aids pertaining to Lake and Lakeshore Construction Permit FLP 11-02, which was 
issued to Jolene Dugan on March 16, 2011 to construct an access bridge and install a dock, entirely on private property located 
off Holt Drive on Flathead Lake.   
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Grieve reported an extension request has been received for Lakeshore Permit FLP 11-02, in which Mr. Sortino has stated he will 
re-start construction on February 1, 2015, and will have it 70 percent finished by March 16, 2015 when the permit is set to expire 
without the extension. The request for the extension is to finish installation of hollow port decking, grouting joints, concrete 
topping and painting.  Mr. Sortino has been told through e-mails that he is not allowed to paint or sandblast within the LPZ.   
Sortino has also been reminded that if he wants to construct a residential structure that he would not be allowed to have a 
domestic sewer service line.  He claimed on the phone after the permit was issued in 2011 that he wanted to run the sewer line 
in the holes inside of the hollow core decking.  He has been informed that domestic service sewer lines are not allowed in the 
LPZ to which he replied that is true without a variance.   
 
Commissioner Krueger said the current extension expires on March 16, 2015 correct? 
 
Grieve replied that is correct. 
 
Commissioner Mitchell said I am struggling with this permit that started in 2011 and now we are into our 5th year with extensions; 
that doesnôt seem like very good business practices.   
 
Grieve said we donôt have a whole lot of permits that get to the 4th extension request.   
 
Commissioner Mitchell asked Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina if the commission would be safe either way on this; to 
approve or deny. 
 
Fugina said you are allowed to deny the extension, yet if they do they would need to articulate their reasoning. 
 
Commissioner Krueger said we currently have an extension to March 16, 2015.  It has not been our practice to use the 
extension process as a review of the project process.  I believe that to use review of this process as grounds to deny an 
extension would not be in the best interest of Flathead County.  We have allowed an extension into this work season.  Normally I 
believe this permit carries a work season of while the water is down.   I believe that we as commissioners should allow work to 
continue through this work season and therefore, I will move to grant an extension until June 1, 2015.   
 
Chairperson Holmquist seconded the motion to discussion.     
 
Commissioner Mitchell asked Commissioner Krueger if that could be done without going out a full year.   
 
Fugina said absolutely. 


