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MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2012 
 

The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioner    
Holmquist, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 
Chairman Lauman opened public comment on matters within the Commissions' Jurisdiction, no one present to 
speak, Chairman Lauman closed the public comment period. 
 
The Flathead County Republican Central Committee presented three names to the commission for consideration of Interim 
Commissioner in District #1 to fill the seat vacated by the death of Commissioner James R. Dupont.    
 
COMMISSIONER VACANCY INTERVIEW/ DISTRICT #1:  LYLE PHILLIPS 
 
9:00:53 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike Pence, Lyle Phillips, Chuck 
Wilhoit, Kellie Danielson, Terry Kramer, Joy Struble, Greg Bancroft, Bonnie Leahy, Roy Hutchins, Doug Adams, Clerk Kile 
 
Candidate Lyle Phillips answered questions posed by Chairman Lauman, Commissioner Holmquist and Assistant Mike 
Pence.  
 
COMMISSIONER VACANCY INTERVIEW/ DISTRICT #1:  CAL SCOTT 
 
10:01:00 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike Pence, Cal Scott, Chuck 
Wilhoit, Kellie Danielson, Terry Kramer, Joy Struble, Greg Bancroft, Bonnie Leahy, Roy Hutchins, Doug Adams, Verdell 
Jackson, Clerk Kile 
 
Candidate Cal Scott answered questions posed by Chairman Lauman, Commissioner Holmquist and Assistant Mike 
Pence.  
 
BOARD APPOINTMENTS:  FLATHEAD COUNTY EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE AND TECHNICAL 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
11:01:04 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike Pence, Joy Struble, Clerk Kile 
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to appoint John Donoghue to the Technical Advisory Committee.  Chairman 
Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman and Holmquist.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
Commissioner Holmquist said the Flathead County Emergency Communications Committee is a project that could take 
many months, if not years to fix in order to deal with the issues.   She said as a commissioner with another 4 ½ years or 
more to serve she would like to be a member of the committee.   
 
Chairman Lauman stated under the circumstances, he would like to have a full quorum before appointing a member to the 
Flathead County Emergency Communications Committee.       
 
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. TRANSMITTAL:  LIBRARY MATERIALS HANDLER 
 
11:02:54 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike Pence, Assistant Library 
Director Connie Behe, Joy Struble, Terry Kramer, Clerk Kile 
 
Pence explained what is proposed is a new job description for Library Material Handlers.  He noted what is now a ¾ FTE 
Library Technical Assistant, will become two part-time .375 FTE positions with a slightly lower pay level.   
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to approve the H. R. Transmittal for Library Material Handlers.  Chairman 
Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman and Holmquist.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY PLAT EXTENSION AGREEMENT:  WILLOW VIEW PARK SUBDIVISION 
 
11:04:14 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike Pence, Planner Alex Hogle, 
Clerk Kile 
 
Hogle reported the extension request for Willow View Park Subdivision would extend preliminary plat approval to June 9, 
2013 if granted.   
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to grant the extension for Willow View Park Subdivision to June 9, 2013.  
Chairman Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman and Holmquist.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION:  LIFT LOAD LIMITS 
 
11:06:35 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike Pence, Public Works Director 
Dave Prunty, Road and Bridge Supervisor Ovila Byrd, Deputy County Attorney Peter Steele, Clerk Kile  
   
Prunty reported the request is to lift load limits on certain roads effective March 16, 2012.   
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to adopt Resolution #2324A.  Chairman Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye - 
Lauman and Holmquist.  Motion carried by quorum.   
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Resolution No. 2324A 

 
     WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Flathead County, Montana, is responsible for the maintenance of 
public highways under its jurisdiction; 
 
     WHEREAS, said public highways can be seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow, thawing, or 
other climatic conditions unless the permissible vehicle weights are reduced; 
 
     WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Flathead County, Montana, has the authority under Section 61-10-
128, M.C.A., to impose restrictions on the weight of vehicles traveling on public roads under its jurisdiction; 
 
     WHEREAS, the public safety requires the immediate imposition of limits on county roads as an emergency 
measure to prevent accidents and damage to property. 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Flathead County, Montana, pursuant 
to Section 61-10-128, M.C.A. that the following load limits shall apply until further order of the Board. 
 
Load limit single axle 7 tons, tandem axle 14 tons, 350 lbs. per inch width of tire, however, at no time will the weight 
exceed 14,000 lbs. per single axle and 28,000 lbs. per tandem axle.  Speed limit as posted. 
 
Load limit single axle 8 tons, tandem axle 16 tons, 400 lbs. per inch width of tire, however, at no time will the weight 
exceed 16,000 lbs. per single axle and 32,000 lbs. per tandem axle.  Speed limit as posted. 
 
The load limit on the following roads shall be 350 to 400 pounds per inch of tire width as marked as well as 35 miles 
per hour speed limit: (If a particular road on this list has not been marked then no load limit is imposed at this time.)    

 

350 400 pounds per inch of tire. 

350 ___ Ashley Lake Road from Highway 2 to intersection with North Ashley Lake Road 

350 ___ Batavia Lane from Highway 2 to Ashley Lake Road 

350 ___ Beaver Lake Road from Hwy 93 N. to the end of the road. 

350 ___ Belton Stage Road from Hwy 2 to Hwy 2. 

350 ___ Bitterroot Drive from Highway 2 to Pleasant Valley Road 

350 ___ Blankenship Road for the entire length of the road. 

350 ___ Browns Meadow for the entire length of the road. 

350 ___ East Edgewood Drive for the entire length of the road. 

350 ___ FAS 486 (North Fork Road) from end of the oil, north to end of road 

350        Good Creek Road from American Timber entrance off of Highway 93 

350 ___ Gopher Lane from Highway 2 to Pleasant Valley Road 

350 ___ Hoffman Draw from Highway 2 to end of road 

350 ___ Hog Heaven from Highway 29 to end of road 

350 ___ Hubbart Dam Road from Highway 2 to Crossover Road 

350 ___ Idaho Hill Road for the entire length of the road 

350 ___ Kuzmic Lane for the entire length of the road. 

350 ___ Lake Five Road form Hwy 2 to the Belton Stage Road. 

350 ___ Lost Prairie Road from Highway 2 to Pleasant Valley Road 

350 ___ Lupfer Road from Highway 93 to the end of the road. 

350 ___ Olney Loop Road for the entire length of the road. 

350 ___ Patrick Creek Road from Foys Canyon Road to the end of the road  

350 ___ Pleasant Valley Road from Highway 2 to Lost Prairie Road 

350 ___ Rabe Road for the entire length of the road. 

350 ___ Reservoir Road from E. Lakeshore to the end. (Northwoods Drive) 

       400 Rhodes Draw from Farm-to-Market to the end of the road 

350 ___ Rogers Lake Road from Highway 2 to Sickler Creek Road 

350 ___ Sickler Creek Road from Highway 2 to Rogers Lake Road. .   

350 ___ South Fork Road from US Hwy 2 to Spotted Bear Road. 

       400 Spotted Bear Road from Old US 2 to South Fork Road 

350   Star Meadows Rd for the entire length of the road. 

350 ___ Tamarack Creek Road from Hwy 93 N. to the end of the road. 

350 ___ Thompson River Road from Highway 2 to County Line 

350 ___ Truman Creek Road for the entire length of the road. 

     Variances may be granted by permit obtained through the County Road Department. 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be effective April 16, 2012 and shall be in effect until load 
limits are removed by motion of this Board. 
 
     Dated this 9

th
 day of April, 2012.   

                             BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
                             Flathead County, Montana 
                            
                              By/s/Dale W. Lauman 
 ATTEST:          Dale W. Lauman, Chairman 
 Paula Robinson, Clerk             
      By/s/Pamela J. Holmquist 
By/s/Diana Kile          Pamela J. Holmquist, Member   

              Diana Kile, Deputy  
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CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION:  TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF LOST PRAIRIE ROAD AND 
PLEASANT VALLEY ROAD TO TRUCK TRAFFIC 
 
11:07:35 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike Pence, Public Works Director 
Dave Prunty, Road and Bridge Supervisor Ovila Byrd, Deputy County Attorney Peter Steele, Clerk Kile  
 
Prunty reported due to heavy truck traffic in the swampy area of the road it is getting impassable for passenger vehicles. 
He suggested closure of the road to heavy truck traffic until it dries out. 
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to approve Resolution #2328 to temporarily close Lost Prairie Road and 
Pleasant Valley Road to truck traffic.  Chairman Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman and Holmquist.  Motion 
carried by quorum.  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2328 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Flathead County is responsible for and has general supervision 

over county roads within Flathead County; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lost Prairie Road and Pleasant Valley Road have deteriorated under spring conditions to the 

point where the road base will be destroyed if truck traffic is allowed.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Flathead County that, 

effective immediately, Lost Prairie Road and Pleasant Valley Road are temporarily closed to truck traffic.  
 
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that Lost Prairie Road and Pleasant Valley Road shall remain closed to truck 

traffic until it is determined that the roads will not further deteriorate under truck traffic and the roads are re-opened to 
truck traffic by motion of the Board of Commissioners.  

 
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that Lost Prairie Road and Pleasant Valley Road shall be appropriately signed.  

 
Dated this 9

th
 day of April, 2012.   

 
                BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

      Flathead County, Montana 
 

      By/s/Dale W. Lauman 
ATTEST:                     Dale W. Lauman, Chairman 
Paula Robinson, Clerk  
       By/s/Pamela J. Holmquist_ 
 By/s/Diana Kile              Pamela J. Holmquist, Member 
  Diana Kile, Deputy    
 

CONSIDERATION OF EMERGENCY LAKESHORE PERMIT:  ADDISON 
 
11:16:42 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike Pence, Planner Bailey Minnich, 
Clerk Kile 
 
Minnich entered into record Emergency Lakeshore Permit FLEW 12-01; an emergency authorization to repair a broken 
residential water line located at 609 Conrad Point on Flathead Lake.  
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to approve an Emergency Lakeshore Permit for Addison. Chairman Lauman 
seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman and Holmquist.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF EMERGENCY LAKESHORE PERMIT: PATRICK 
 
11:18:50 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike Pence, Planner Bailey Minnich, 
Clerk Kile  
 
Minnich entered into record Emergency Lakeshore Permit FLEW 12-02; an emergency authorization to repair a broken 
residential water line located at 170 Caroline Point on Flathead Lake.  
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to approve an Emergency Lakeshore permit for Patrick.  Chairman Lauman 
seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman and Holmquist.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF LAKESHORE PERMIT:  EVANS 
 
11:19:21 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike Pence, Planner Bailey Minnich, 
Clerk Kile  
 
Minnich entered into record Lakeshore Permit FLV 12-02; a minor variance application to expand a gravel boat ramp.  She 
noted the property is located at 735 Yoeman Hall Road on Lake Blaine.   
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to adopt Staff Report FLV 12-02 as Findings of Fact. Chairman Lauman 
seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman and Holmquist.  Motion carried by quorum.   
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Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to approve the variance request for Lakeshore Permit FLV 12-02 with attached 
conditions.  Chairman Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman and Holmquist.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on April 10, 2012.     

 
 

**************************************** 
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2012 
 

The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioner    
Holmquist, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 

9:00 a.m. Commissioner Holmquist:  2012 Storm Water Conference @ Hilton Garden Inn (till 4:30) 
6:30 p.m. MDOT Badrock Canyon Corridor Planning Study @ Hungry Horse Ranger District Office 

 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on April 11, 2012.     
 

 

**************************************** 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11, 2012 
 

The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioner    
Holmquist, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 

  9:00 a.m. Commissioner Holmquist:  2012 Storm Water Conference @ Hilton Garden Inn (till 4:30) 
11:00 a.m. County Attorney meeting @ Co. Attyôs Office 
  1:15 p.m. Commissioner Holmquist:  911 meeting @ FECC 
 

At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on April 12, 2012.     

 
**************************************** 

 
THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 2012 

 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioner    
Holmquist, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 
Chairman Lauman opened public comment on matters within the Commissions' Jurisdiction. 
 
Irma Wells, 110 Park Avenue, Kalispell met with the commission and said she feels there is a need for stop signs at  Park 
Avenue, Park Drive and another at Birch Drive.  She explained currently there is a yield sign on Park Drive, which should 
be a stop sign in order to keep drivers from running into her garage.  Wells asked for commissioner guidance in getting 
stop signs put up.  
 
Chairman Lauman stated the commission would look into the situation further and get back to her within a week.   
 
No one else rising to speak, Chairman Lauman closed the public comment period. 
 
MONTHLY MEETING W/ B. J. GRIEVE, PLANNING & ZONING OFFICE 
 
9:00:37 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike Pence, Planner B. J. Grieve, 
Clerk Kile 
 
Grieve reviewed each individual staffôs workload.  He recommended a nominal processing fee be adopted for extension 
requests made under MCA 76-3-310 to cover processing costs, and to also change the extension request from one year to 
two years.   In other business, he spoke about new violation complaints, progress with updating the Growth Policy and 
disclaimer language that will be added to the policy regarding Whitefish, FEMA concerns regarding violation of floodplain 
regulations, political sign violations, levee research, tracking of their budget, community decay ordinances, pending Bigfork 
Steering Committee by-law amendments, and the interpretation of the zoning administratorôs opinion that will be added to 
their website in the future for greater public access.   Grieve stated at a certain point Flathead County will be required by 
FEMA to have updated floodplain regulations that comply with the changes in both federal law and state law that have 
occurred since ours were adopted in 1984. He noted the 90 day protest and comment period for the Evergreen PMR will 
begin soon as the base floodplain elevations have been published in the federal register.    
 
MONTHLY MEETING W/ LINCOLN CHUTE, FIRE SERVICES AREA MANAGER 
 
9:38:19 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike Pence, Deputy County Attorney 
Tara Fugina, Fire Services Area Manager Lincoln Chute, Radio Systems Administrator Jack Spillman, Clerk Kile 
 
Chute reported fire departments are busy chasing grass fires with not much moisture on the valley floor.  He also spoke 
about minor flooding on a seasonal creek in Martin City, fire service fees and progress with the new Ashley Lake Fire 
Station.   
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There was brief discussion regarding the upcoming flood season, Echo Lake Causeway and progress with installation of 
an antenna on Mt. Ennis 
 
CONSIDERATION OF PRINT BIDS:  HEALTH DEPARTMENT & ANIMAL SHELTER  
 
10:00:19 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike Pence, Clerk Kile 
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to award the print bid to Great Northern Printing for 500 business cards for 
$28.95 for the Health Department.  Chairman Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye -   Lauman and Holmquist.  Motion 
carried by quorum.   
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to award the print bid to The Towne Printer for 500 prescription books for $76.25 
and 1,000 prescription pads for $58.00 for the Health Department.  Chairman Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye -   
Lauman and Holmquist.  Motion carried by quorum. 
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to award the print bid to Insty Prints for 500 business cards for $29.95 and 2,000 
business cards for $119.80 for the Dental Clinic and Animal Shelter.   Chairman Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye -   
Lauman and Holmquist.  Motion carried by quorum. 
 
MONTHLY MEETING W/ SANDY CARLSON, FINANCE DEPT. 
 
10:01:33 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike Pence, Finance Director Sandy 
Carlson, Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina, Clerk Kile 
 
Carlson reviewed the following cash balance report and budget amendment.   
 

 
 
CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION: BUDGET AMENDMENT 
 
10:14:19 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike Pence, Deputy County Attorney 
Tara Fugina, Finance Director Sandy Carlson, Clerk Kile 
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to approve Budget Amendment Resolution #2329. Chairman Lauman seconded 
the motion.  Aye -   Lauman and Holmquist.  Motion carried by quorum.    
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT RESOLUTION # 2329 
  

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has determined, and various department heads have requested 
and verified, that budget revisions between line items for Fiscal Year 2011-2012, are required, and; 
 

WHEREAS, Section 7-6-4031, M.C.A. and Budget Resolution No. 1689, allow budget transfers to be made 
between items in the same fund.  
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