Mission Statement:

“The Flathead County Planning & Zoning Of-
fice is committed to providing the highest
level of planning services. We will accomplish
this through employees who anticipate public
needs, and promote a work environment that
encourages creativity, communication and
cooperation. The Office will also encourage

professional development and training for all
staff members.”

For more information, contact:

Flathead County Planning & Zoning

1 1035 First Avenue West

Kalispell, MT 59901

Phone: 406-751-8200

Fax: 406-751-8210

E-mail: planningweb@flathead.mt.gov
Website: http://flathead.mt.gov/
planning_zoning/

Creating a New
Zoning District

Legend

Old Hwy 93 Shoreline Zoning District
Spring Creek Zoning District

- Fish Hatchery Zoning District

—— MAJOR ARTERIAL

—— MINOR ARTERIAL

~——— COLLECTOR

LOCAL

Dwy

DEER CREEK RD

%

a £

1%
_‘z

&
g
e
S
&5
=
o
3 el ¥

0 550 1,100 Feet
(B S

BRIDCER S

MONAC B

e

&MMJ'?D
Y

g ‘.syﬁ'fs_gmoc )

An informational brochure

Flathead County Planning & Zoning



Who Can Create A New
Zoning District?

New zoning districts can be estab-
lished by the County based upon an
applicable plan,

or
A group of landowners can ask the
county to zone their area.

What Does Zoning Do?

The purpose of zoning is to protect
property values by separating incom-
patible uses from occurring adjacent
to each other.

Large portions of Flathead County are
unzoned, meaning there are no stan-
dards administered by the County.
Being unzoned provides a certain
level of flexibility, but it also means
your investment in property may be
unprotected and may result in your
property being devalued.

Zoning provides predictability in your
investment.

Most zoning districts used in Flathead
County establish permitted uses, con-
ditional uses, and bulk and dimen-
sional requirements.

Zoning can and does change over
time.

Where are the Unzoned
Areas in Flathead County?

How Can You Establish
New Zoning District?

o To find out if your property is zoned
or unzoned, contact the Flathead
County Planning and Zoning Office,
or check out Flathead County’s in-
teractive mapping website at:

http://flathead.mt.gov/gis/

Why Establish a New
Zoning District?

o All of the new zoning districts estab-
lished in Flathead County in the
past few years have one over arch-
ing theme, the landowners in the
neighborhood felt that zoning was
their best option to protect the
value of their property and the com-
munity character.

1. Talk to your neighbors to get an
idea if zoning is something they
are interested in.

2. Contact the Planning and Zoning
Office. Tell them you think your
neighborhood might be interested
in creating a new zoning district.

3. Planning staff will discuss the vari-
ety of zoning options that might
work for your neighborhood and
potential boundaries for the dis-
trict. You will learn how the public
process works, what your role will
be in that process, and what the
County can do to help in your ef-
forts.

4. Planning staff will want to know
the level of support for zoning in
the neighborhood. If a strong ma-
jority of your neighbors support a
new zoning district, Planning staff
will advise you to apply for the
creation of a new district.

5. You can pick up an application at
the Planning and Zoning Office.
Planning staff will assist you in fil-
ing out the application.

6. Once you have submitted an appli-
cation, your responsibilities will
shift from finding support to orga-
nizing support. You will need to
get as many people that support
the district to write in letters and
attend the public hearings.



