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DraftFLATHEAD COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN

Chapter 1:  Introduction 

I.  Purpose 

In 2008, the Flathead County Parks Board, along with the Parks and Recreation Department 
initiated an effort to develop a Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  The purpose of this plan 
is to:  

1. Provide a framework for decision making regarding park development, land 
acquisition, recreation programming and partnerships.  
 

2. Engage the citizens of Flathead County in developing a vision for Parks and 
Recreation and establishing program priorities.   
 

3. Identify and promote the benefits of a county park system.  
 

4. Determine needs through an analysis of existing facilities, development of level of 
service benchmarks and the examination of trends.  
 

5. Develop an Action Plan that will identify next steps, roles and responsibilities and 
financial strategies.   

II.  Relationship to Other Plans  

A. Growth Policy 

In 2007 the Flathead County Board of County Commissioners adopted a Growth Policy.  A 
growth policy is an official statement of public policy to guide growth and manage change 
for the betterment of the community.   The Growth Policy includes a Park and Recreation 
element that provides a goals and policies for parks.  The Growth Policy recommended that 
a detailed Parks and Recreation Master Plan be undertaken and adopted as an appendix to 
the Growth Policy.  This Master Plan expands the analysis that is contained within the 
Growth Policy and contains more detailed recommendations for park and recreation 
development.  

B. Trail Master Plan 

In addition to the Parks and Recreation Master Plan, the County is undertaking a Trails 
Master Plan.  This plan considers the recreational and transportation aspects of a 
comprehensive pathways system.  The Trails Plan was developed by an Advisory Committee 
to the Parks Board and is adopted by reference in this document.   
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Vision Statement  
 

Flathead County Parks and Recreation Department will strive to provide a high level of 

service to the community through well maintained parks, facilities and recreational 

programs.  Through a system of parks and recreation facilities the county will promote a 

variety of economic, social, environmental and recreation benefits.  To optimize resources 

and achieve these benefits the top priorities of the Park and Recreation Department will be 

to provide outdoor recreation in a natural setting with an emphasis on water access, to 

provide opportunities and facilities for organized team sports and to provide a non-

motorized trail system that provides large scale connectivity and safe routes to schools,  

parks and recreation facilities. 

 

Guiding Principles 

 

1.   Parks and facilities should be developed and maintained in a manner to meet their 
intended function and that provides a safe and positive experience for users.   

 
2.  Plans for parks and recreation facilities should be made in accordance with sound fiscal 

policy to develop parks in a cost effective manner with adequate funding for long term 
operation and maintenance.   

 
3.  The County shall promote creative partnerships with other government agencies, 

citizens, schools, and non-profit groups to achieve the goals of the Master Plan.  
 
4.  The Parks District shall be good stewards of park lands by being a good neighbor to 

private property near parks and recognizing the conservation value of parks.   
 
5.  County residents should have convenient access to a system of regional and local area 

parks and programs that are accessible to all segments of the population.  
 
 

 


