
Appendix A: Flathead County Park Inventory

PARK Location Acres
Developed 

Acres Type Facilities Water Access Description

AERO LANE PARK OFF AERO LN 2.00 .864 Neighborhood

2 bleacher sets, 2 dugouts, 1 
backstop, 1 fenced ballfield, 
4 picnic tables

ASHLEY CREEK GREENBELT 
RAILS TO TRAILS

NEAR KALISPELL, HWY 2 
W 9.00 9 Linear Park Trail

BASS LAKE PARK Creston 1.00 Open Space

Bass Lake: Two parks; steep 
hillside with dense timber 
and brush growth

BELTON‐STAGE
West Glacier ‐ Belton‐
Stage Rd. 9.97 Community

BEN WILLIAMS PARK

One mile southwest of 
Lakeside OFF BLACKTAIL 
RD 5.00 5 Neighborhood

4 picnic tables; 1 park 
shelter; 1 outhouse; 1 well 
and water system; 
playground equipment, 1 
volleyball court, horseshoe 
pits

BIG SKY PARK OFF BIG SKY BOULEVARD 1.00 Open Space
Spring Creek; marshy 
access

BLUE GROUSE PARK
BITTERROOT LAKE OFF 
LODGEPOLE DR 4.00 4 Boat Access

Concrete boat ramp, 
restrooms,

Bitterroot Lake; Excellent 
recreation potential

CAMELOT ESTATE PARK EVERGREEN 4.00 4 Neighborhood

Playground equipment, 
picnic tables, fishing, and 
benches

Spring Creek runs thru on 
west edge of property

CARLYLE JOHNSON PARK OFF SHAWNEE DR 14.00 14 Sports

4 baseball and 3 soccer 
fields, 2 restrooms, 
playgound equipment.

CAROLINE POINT DOCK BOAT RAMP Boat Access
Access too small to be 
useful for recreation
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CHURCH‐SLOUGH
Lower Valley Rd Carver 
Sudivision Boat Launch

Access to Church Slough & 
Flathead River

COUNTRY ESTATES PARK
ENDS OF GARDEN DRIVE 
AND DAIRY DRIVE 4.00 Open Space

CREE LAKE SOUTH PARK MANY LAKES Open Space

Cree Lake: Swampy low 
area on east side of Cree 
Lake

DAN LAKE PARK CRESTON 1.00 Open Space
Gully at the north end of 
Dan Lake, open area

DEMERSVILLE CEMETARY 
PARK KALISPELL‐SOUTH 24.70 Open Space Cemetery

DOUBLE LAKE PARK CRESTON 1.00 Open Space Dan Lake; small open gully

EAGLE POINT PARK WHITEFISH 2.00 2
Boat Access, 
Fishing Access Floating dock

Whitefish Lake; Cliff 
prevents easy access; 
accessible by boat or foot

EAST BASS LAKE PARK CRESTON 3.00 Open Space Many Lakes; Poor shoreline
EAST BLANKENSHIP RIVER 
ACCESS

Blankenship Rd. & West 
Glacier 1.00 1

Boat Access, 
Fishing Access Restrooms, picnic tables.

EVERGREEN LIONS PARK
Bernard Road and East 
Evergreen Drive 3.00 3 Neighborhood

FLATHEAD RIVER 
RANCHETTE PARK CRESTON 1.00 1 Boat Access

Floating Dock, Boat launch, 
benches, picnic table.

Flathead River; beach area 
poor; good recreational 
potential

FOYS LAKE PARK OFF MT HWY 404
Boat Access, 
Community

Swim area and dock, boat 
dock and ramp, benches, 
restrooms, swim dock, swim 
area + beach, boat dock, 2 
bathrooms

Foys Lake: 700 feet of lake 
shore, excellent 
recreational potential, 
beach area is excellent
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FOYS SCHOOL‐FOYS LAKE 
COMMUNITY CENTER 2.00 2 Special Use 

Large public meeting room, 
2 restrooms, kitchen, 
basement, large deck and 
picnic tables outside, 
Horshoes pits, Volleyball net

GILBERT LAKE NORTH PARK Creston 1.00 Open Space

Gilbert Lake: small steep 
hillside on the southern 
end of the lake; 

GREEN ACRES PARK W END OF HAVEN CT 2.00 Neighborhood
Playground equipment, 
picnic tables, grill.

HAPPY VALLEY PARK

VALLEY MEADOW AIR 
STRIP BTWN BEAR TR 
AND COUGAR TR 24.00 Community

Playground equipment, 
picnic tables,

HERRON PARK

Four miles southwest of 
Kalispell on Foys Lake 
Road 120.00 120

Community  
Special Use

Restrooms, equestrian 
jumps, horse stalls, dressage 
arenas, hiking trails, cross 
country ski trails, sledding, 2 
shelters, Pavillion

Birch Creek: small water 
body that wanders through 
the meadow, then goes 
underground.  Possible 
development

HEWITT PARK West Glacier 1.00 Open Space

HILLCREST PARK WHITEFISH STAGE RD 7.00 7 Sports Park

2 softball fields, bleachers, 
dugouts restrooms, 
playground equipment, 2 
soccer fields.

HILLTOP TERRACE PARK Columbia Falls, west 2.00 2 Neighborhood
Playground equipment, 
basketball court.

HUNGRY HORSE "H" PARK

 REACHABLE AT END OF 
MOUNTAIN DR OR 
CANYON ROAD OR 
SOUTHFORK DR 7.40 Open Space

HUNGRY HORSE HIGHWAY Hungry Horse 1.50 1.5 Open Space
Picnic tables & Runing 
Water
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JOHN LAKE Creston 4.00 Open Space
John Lake: Large area with 
potential

KATHY LAKE PARK Creston 3.00 Open Space
Kathy Lake: steep timbered 
bowl at east end of lake

KELSEY CUMMINGS PARK Marion, Bitterroot Lake 3.00 3 Boat Access Picnic tables

Little Bitterroot Lake; 
excellent recreation, one of 
two public owned launches 
on the Lake

KINGS LOOP PARK FISHING 
ACCESS Evergreen 5.00 5 Neighborhood Fishing , picnicking.

Whitefish River: river 
bottom area that is 
reasonably open

KOKANEE BEND PARK END OF KOKANEE DRIVE 4.00 4 Neighborhood
Baseball field, playground 
equipment.

Flathead River: site is near 
the Flathead River and 
Kokanee Bend Fishing 
Access owned by the FWP

LAKE HILLS PARK Bigfork 4.00 Neighborhood
LAKESIDE ‐ ADAMS PARK 
(BOAT RAMP) BOAT RAMP Boat Access

LAKESIDE BOAT RAMP END OF BIERNEY CR RD Boat Access Boat ramp, Large Dock
Flathead Lake: 50 feet of 
lake frontage

LAZY BAY PARK
DELRAY RD/WHITEFISH 
LAKE 3.00 Boat Access

Whitefish Lake; Lazy Creek: 
swamp area on north 
Whitefish Lake

LEISURE ISLAND PARK Kalispell, east side 137.00 3
Boat Access, 
Open Space Boat ramp, picnicking

Flathead and Stillwater 
Rivers: wooded island 
between rivers

LEISURE LANE Kalispell Open Space

Flathead and Stillwater 
Rivers: island between 
rivers
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LITTLE BITTERROOT LAKE 
ACCESS Marion 1.00 Open Space

Bitterroot Lake: lake 
access, south side of lake; 
cut from forest; quite 
steep; limited parking

MANY LAKES VACATION 
VILLAGE Creston

MARTIN CITY PARK Martin City 2.00 2 Neighborhood
Ball fields, playground 
equipment.

MEADOW HILLS PARK

BETWEEN MEADOW 
HILLS RD AND YODELIN 
RIDGE 3.00 3 Neighborhood

Playground equipment, 
picnic tables.

MEREDITH LAKE PARK Creston 10.00 Open Space

Meredith Lake: large 
woody gully surrounding 
lake

MISSION VILLAGE 
OVERLOOK PARK

Kalispell, Whitefish Stage 
Road 4.20 4.2 Neighborhood

Playground equipment, 
picnic tables, benches.

NORTH HAVEN PARK
Kalispell, north on Four 
Mile Drive 1.00 1 Pocket Playground equipment.

PAOLA PARK
Essex, west (north of Hwy 
2) 4.00 Neighborhood

PARMA PARK PARK DR ‐ ESSEX 3.00 Open Space
PLEASANT VIEW 
HOMESITES PARK Creston, Lake Blaine 7.00 Open Space

PLUMMERS LAKE PARK Creston 1.00 Open Space

Plummers Lake: long, 
narrow stretch of shoreline 
and hillside

POTOCZNY PARK
OFF HOLT DRIVE ‐ 
BIGFORK 3.00 3 Neighborhood

Baseball field, restrooms, 
play equipment, picnic 
tables.

RAILS TO TRAILS Meridian to Appleway 22.00 Linear Park

2.5 miles of trail starting at 
Meridian and Appleway Dr 
and running West to Spring 
Creek Road and Hwy 2.
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SCENIC VIEW PARK
OFF HIGHLINE BLVD IN 
BELTON 8.00 Open Space

SILVER SHADOW PARK Evergreen, north 1.00 1 Pocket

Playground equipment, 
picnic tables, small ballfield 
with backstop.

SKYLINE PARK (ROY 
COOPER PARK) Polebridge 3.00 3 Neighborhood Ballfield, toilet

Two small streams and a 
shallow pond

SOMERS 5N & 5J PARK Somers 0.00
Swim Acces on Flathead  
Lake

SUNRISE TERRACE PARK OFF HARBIN HILL ROAD 2.00 2 Neighborhood
Playground equipment, 
benches.

SWAN MEADOWS
MEADOWS OFF SWAN 
RETREAT RD+A24 0.69 Open Space

Swan River: an open 
meadow on the Swan River

SWIMMING LAKE COURT Creston 2.00 Open Space
Swimming Lake: timbered 
south facing slope to lake

TAMARACK Creston Fishing Access

Tamarack Lake: sizeable 
bass population; one of the 
best sites in Many Lakes, 
gentle grassy slope to a 
beautiful lake (4 individual 
parks)

TROUTBECK RISE PARK Lakeside 5.00 Open Space
VETVILLE PARK Columbia Falls 10.80 Open Space

WAPITI PARK
CORNER OF JUANITA 
WAY/DALE  DR 3 Open Space

WEST BLANKENSHIP RIVER 
ACCESS

Blankenship Rd. & 
Flathead River 3.7 3.7

Boat Access, 
Fishing Access 2 Restrooms, picnic tables.

WHITEFISH BOAT ACCESS 
PARK OFF WEST LAKESHORE DR 0 Boat Access Dock, restrooms, benches.

WHITEFISH STAGE
Edgerton School to City 
limits Linear Park
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PARK Management Partners Future Development Plans Site Factors Topography Vegetation

AERO LANE PARK Being developed Level Mostly timber, has been cut

ASHLEY CREEK GREENBELT 
RAILS TO TRAILS

Low grade Mostly overgrown with 
weeds and grass with very 
few trees

BASS LAKE PARK Sell or trade for a more 
suitable site

Undesirable due to 
slope, southern 
exposure

Steep hillside, poor lake 
access

Dense forest growth, fir, 
larch, pine

BELTON‐STAGE Landfill Owns; County 
Parks maintains

Advisory Group creating 
development plan

Remediated dump site Slopes on south end ‐ 
possible sled hill

Meadows & Wooded area 
on eastern portion.

BEN WILLIAMS PARK Lakeside Lions Club 
and Lakeside Park 
Advisory Group

Advisory Board is 
developing plans for park 
that may include tennis 
courts and improved play 
area and better signage.

Located near YACC Camp 
and Lakeside

Rolling slope west, fairly 
level in the east

fir stand, brush, grass

BIG SKY PARK A poor site due to the 
marshy ground

Creek bottom, low area, 
quite marshy

brush, grass and some small 
trees

BLUE GROUSE PARK Develop as the county park 
in this area

The site is partially 
developed in a 
subdivision

Mostly level Pine, larch, woods in park, 
grassy and open in access

CAMELOT ESTATE PARK Level Irrigated Field
CARLYLE JOHNSON PARK Expansion of parking lot Mostly level Irrigated Field
CAROLINE POINT Sell or trade this area for 

additional land
Located between two 
houses

Gentle slope to Flathead 
Lake

Grass, two large pines

CHURCH‐SLOUGH MFWP/Jr. Bass 
Masters

Installation of Boat Ramp 
being developed

Mostly level Alfalfa and Grass

COUNTRY ESTATES PARK
CREE LAKE SOUTH PARK Possible Surplus Poor site due to low area Low gully Brush and trees

DAN LAKE PARK Possible Surplus Gully at the north end of 
Dan Lake, open area, 
surrounded by access 
road

Gully Fir and pine trees, grassy 
bottom
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DEMERSVILLE CEMETARY 
PARK

Records presecuation

DOUBLE LAKE PARK Possiblie Surplus Small open gully on Dan 
Lake

Hillside that slopes to 
the lake

Fir forest, grassy open area

EAGLE POINT PARK Maintain existing docks or 
sell

Only accessible by foot 
or boat

Cliff, too steep for 
development

Fir, larch forest

EAST BASS LAKE PARK Possible surplus Undesirable; steep 
hillside with dense forest 
growth

Steep hillside, poor 
shoreline

Dense forest, fir, larch, pine

EAST BLANKENSHIP RIVER 
ACCESS
EVERGREEN LIONS PARK Continue to assist in 

development
A beautiful park has 
been built on the site by 
the Evergreen Lions Club 
and County Park Board; 
a developed tennis, 
basketball, picnic, 
softball park, community 
in nature

Level Trees and grass

FLATHEAD RIVER 
RANCHETTES PARK

Big Fork Advisory Develop only if needed A level area in a 
subdivision on the east 
bank of Flathead River

Level Grass, brush, cottonwood 
and evergreen trees

FOYS LAKE PARK Continue development as 
an aquatics park.  Steps 
from the parking area to the 
beach would improve 
accessibility.  Increase 
waterfront access.  Need 
trail from Kalispell to Foy's 
Lake.  Need to assess 
potential fees.

Area is developed.  
Highest use area of all 
county parks.  Along 
with Somers beach and 
complex

Moderate slope to lake Grass, some pine trees
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FOYS SCHOOL_FOYS LAKE 
COMMUNITY CENTER

Scheduled to be supplied 
with water from nearby 
private well.  Playground 
equipment will be added.  
Basement walls and kitchen 
must be improved before 
the building can be fully 
utilized.

Gradually sloping Grass

GILBERT LAKE NORTH PARK Do not develop Small, steep brushy area Steep hillside Brushy, fir trees

GREEN ACRES PARK Subdivision 
homeowners

Continue to maintain Area includes play 
equipment, and picnic 
facilities

Level Grass has been planted with 
some introduced trees

HAPPY VALLEY PARK Subdivision 
homeowners

Excellent site for a large 
scale development (sports 
arena, etc.)

An excellent site for 
future large scale 
development

Rolling meadow Grassy meadow.  Meadow is 
boggy.

HERRON PARK Local Horse Clubs: 
Flathead Combined 
Training Association 
(FCTA); Hoofs & 
Company; Pony Club

Currently being developed 
as a regional park for 
Kalispell area. Continued 
development with another 
possible LWCF grant. Need 
to complete trail system.  
Equestrian facilities need on‐
going upkeep.  Need to 
address potential user fees.

Access via a paved 
county road, four miles 
from Kalispell

A large rolling meadow 
and east facing hillside

Fir, larch, pine timbered 
hillside, grass covered 
meadow.

HEWITT PARK Use lodgepole stand for 
park construction, hwy rest 
stop potential

Adjacent to Hwy 2 Rolling knolls Lodgeple pine stand

HILLCREST PARK Hillcrest is currently being 
developed as an athletic and 
community park; Possible 
gym location

Good access Level Grass
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HILLTOP TERRACE PARK The residents of the area 
have shown an interest in a 
small park development

The area is in need of a 
subdivision park

Level Meadow grass

HUNGRY HORSE "H" PARK User created trails.  
Wooded.

Slopes from road to 
river

HUNGRY HORSE HIGHWAY Local Business Level‐ some trees, lawn

JOHN LAKE Could make a good park 
site; develop as need 
dictates

Excellent road access; 
rather poor lake access

Hilltop Thick forest, fir, larch, pine

KATHY LAKE PARK Steep bowl from road to 
lake

Thick and brushy forest

KELSEY CUMMINGS PARK Under development Both sites have 
improved / may upgrade

Most level top Pine, fir forest, grassy floor, 
light brush

KINGS LOOP PARK FISHING 
ACCESS

Subdivision 
homeowners

Under development as a 
subdivision park

Area is a good spot for a 
subdivision park.  Near 
Mission View

Gradual slope to the 
river

Grass, brush, birch, 
cottonwood, pine

KOKANEE BEND PARK Since the State of Montana 
has a developed fishing 
access adjacent to the site, 
our development should be 
done in conjunction

The site is in need of  a 
major clean up

Fairly level area River bottom with 
cottonwood, fir, and pine, 
some brush

LAKE HILLS PARK Possible athletic area or 
neighborhood park

Long draw Meadow grass

LAKESIDE ‐ ADAMS PARK 
(BOAT RAMP)
LAKESIDE BOAT RAMP Trail needs to be paved and 

retaining wall requires 
repair.  Other issues include 
parking and recreation 
access. Seek parking area.

Both sites are small, but 
have a lot of use during 
the summer months.  
Limited space for 
parking

Flat beach Sparce
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LAZY BAY PARK A bird study, fishing access 
point could be developed

There is an unimproved 
boat ramp on Lazy Creek

Low, swampy area Marsh, grass, cattails, brush

LEISURE ISLAND PARK This area has excellent 
development possibilities; 
no plans have been 
compiled at this time

Site is located between 
the Owen Souwine and 
Leisure Lane County 
recreational areas

Level Typical river bottom area 
with cottonwood trees and 
brush

LEISURE LANE Development in conjunction 
with Leisure Island if 
accepted by HCRS.  If not, 
continue to develop this as a 
community park.

On an island near the 
Owen Sourwine natural 
area

Level Cottonwood, pine, grass, 
and brush.  A meadow area 
of high quality grass

LITTLE BITTERROOT LAKE 
ACCESS

retain and name Hard to get to Gentle slope to lake Area is an old log landing 
which has grown over

MANY LAKES VACATION 
VILLAGE

surplus

MARTIN CITY PARK Maintain, possible ice rink Only county site in the 
area; small; restrooms; 
equipment; developed 
parcel

Park, ballfield, level Park has a lot of fir and larch 
trees, ballfield is void of 
trees

MEADOW HILLS PARK Subdivision 
homeowners

Subdivision park, power 
lines do not enhance the 
area

High tension power lines 
that distract from the 
site

Long rolling hill; good 
area to develop except 
for power lines

Grass

MEREDITH LAKE PARK Possible surplus;  Has 
potential due to its size

Park is all around lake A steep depression Thick fir, larch, and pine 
forest

MISSION VILLAGE 
OVERLOOK PARK

Excellent area for an athletic 
site

Near Kalispell; King's 
Loop area is located just 
across the river

NORTH HAVEN PARK This area is now under 
development as a 
subdivision park

In a subdivision Depression near 
subdivision access road

Meadow grass, very few 
trees

Page 5



Appendix C: Condition Analysis

PAOLA PARK Possible camping and picnic 
site

A level area with an 
excellent forest

Level A stand of large lodgepole 
pines

PARMA PARK Check on short term logging 
to cruise excess timber

Dense forest, 
surrounded by 
subdivision road.  
Flathead County 
declared the road 
abandoned

Fairly level Fir, larch, birch, pine forest, 
lots of undergrowth

PLEASANT VIEW 
HOMESITES PARK

Poor access, steep bank Steep area and marsh Pine woods, brush

PLUMMERS LAKE PARK Possible aquatics park Near access road Hillside and shore Fir forest
POTOCZNY PARK Big Fork Advisory 

Committee
The area is close to 
Bigfork 

Gentle slope to Holt 
Drive

Meadow grasses and pine 
trees

RAILS TO TRAILS
SCENIC VIEW PARK Very close to West 

Glacier and Glacier Park 
(1‐2 miles)

Fairly steep hillside 
which would make 
development difficult

Fir, pine (lodgepole), some 
larch, very brushy, some 
white birch

SILVER SHADOW PARK Subdivision 
homeowners

We should continue to assist 
in the development of this 
area

This site has been 
developed as a 
subdivision park, 
including play 
equipment and a small 
baseball diamond

Gently rolling meadows Meadow grasses

SKYLINE PARK (ROY 
COOPER PARK)

Under development Being developed as a 
softball park

Level Meadow grass, cottonwood, 
pine

SOMERS 5N & 5J PARK Possible FWP & MDT Along Hwy 93 Developed swim access.  
Needs bathrooms.

Level then drop off to 
Lake 

Cottonwood & Brush

SUNRISE TERRACE PARK Subdivision park A great view is afforded 
from the hill top

Bluff top and steep gully Natuve grass, pine trees, 
and brush

SWAN MEADOWS Road ROW May be a good boat access 
site

Part of the park is a low 
marshy area

Level Grass and a small stand of 
birch trees

SWIMMING LAKE COURT Surplus Steep hill to lake Fir, larch forest
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Appendix C: Condition Analysis

TAMARACK An ideal park to develop for 
a swimming, fishing, picnic 
site in Many Lakes; possible 
surplus

Excellent access, 
adjacent to Douglas Lake 
Park

Usable slope down to 
Tamarack Lake

Pine trees, grass

TROUTBECK RISE PARK Homeowners This area should be 
developed only if needed as 
a park

Located in a subdivision, 
a hillside that is 
timbered and brushy

Hillside Thick, overgrown fir stand

VETVILLE PARK good trails area to develop can be boggy depresion area cottonwood/fir

WAPITI PARK Area could be used as a 
subdivision park

Excellent view site Sloping hillside facing 
easterly direction

Fir, pine forest on upper 
portion, meadow on lower 
portion

WEST BLANKENSHIP RIVER 
ACCESS

Possible Flathead 
National Forest 

WHITEFISH BOAT ACCESS 
PARK
WHITEFISH STAGE
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APPENDIX D:  Potential Grant Resources 
 
1.   State & Federal Grants 
 

• Community Transportation Enhancement Funds  

The long term goals of the Flathead County CTEP is to have a connected system of trails for 
transportation enhancement opportunities.  The CTEP administered by the Montana 
Department of Transportation (MDT), is a reimbursement program that funds transportation 
related projects designed to strengthen the cultural, aesthetic, and environmental aspects 
of Montana’s intermodal transportation system.  Flathead County receives an allocation of 
approximately $200,000 per year.  Projects are submitted and administered by the Flathead 
County Planning and Zoning office.  Local projects must commit 13.42% match money 
and/or in-kind services to 86.58% of reimbursed funds.  Groups and organizations may 
submit an application to the Flathead County Planning and Zoning office any anytime.  
However, processing may not begin until Flathead County has received its allocation amount 
from the State of Montana.   Typically funds are for paved trails along roadways.  

• Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks 

The federal program titled, "Safe Accountable, Flexible, Efficient, Transportation Equity Act: 
A Legacy for Users" (SAFETEA-LU) is currently funding the Recreational Trails Program 
(RTP). Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) administers the RTP funds at the state level, 
while the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) provides program oversight at the federal 
level. The State Trails Advisory Committee (STAC) is a council that advises FWP on such 
things as RTP Program expenditures and a variety of recreational trails issues. An advisory 
committee such as the STAC is a federal requirement in order for Montana to be eligible for 
RTP funds. 

RTP grant applicants (sponsors) can include federal, state, county or municipal agencies, 
private associations and clubs. RTP grants may not exceed 80% of the total of an individual 
project. This is a reimbursement program. After approval of all required documentation, 
FWP will reimburse the sponsor for 80% of the actual documented costs incurred. 
Reimbursement of RTP funds will only be approved for project expenditures incurred after 
the date of the signed project agreement between the project sponsor and FWP.  

The goal of Montana’s RTP is to distribute money to the best trail projects based upon 
applications that are complete and of high quality. However, the RTP Program may not be 
the right grants program in every case. That is why we have listed some of the more 
important technical and regulatory aspects of the program for your review and 
consideration. Please be sure you understand RTP rules and regulations BEFORE you begin 
the application process; it could save you considerable time and money. 

http://fwp.mt.gov/parks/grants/rtp/default.html 

• Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) 

Low cost loans and grants to projects that will help protect water resources. 
http://www.epa.gov/recovery/ 
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• Tourism Infrastructure Investment Program (TIIP) 
 
TIIP funds are to be used for “brick and mortar” projects. They cannot be used for 
marketing or ongoing operating expenses. Types of usage that would be allowed include, 
but are not limited to, project construction costs associated with building new and/or 
remodeling or preserving existing tourism and recreation attractions, historical sites and 
artifacts; costs associated with purchasing new and/or existing tourism and recreation 
attractions, historical sites and artifacts; and equipment purchased for specific tourism 
project operation.  
 
The grants can range from the minimum of $20,000 to the maximum amount available for 
the TIIP grants in any given year. The required match is 2:1. For every two dollars of grant 
money being requested, the sponsor must provide one dollar. The match must be in “hard” 
dollars. In-kind services will not be considered as part of the required match amount.  
Contact Travel Montana’s Tourism Development & Education Program, 406-841-2795, FAX 
406-841-2871, vbjornberg@mt.gov. Current, updated applications are available by March of 
each year. TIIP applications, guidelines, funding history and other program information is 
available electronically at http://travelmontana.mt.gov/forms/  
 

• Community Development Block Grant  

In Public Facilities projects, CDBG funds are most often used in combination with other federal, 
state, or local funds to make basic community infrastructure improvements, such as water and 
sewer facilities, affordable to low and moderate income families. Public facility projects can also 
include facilities designed for use predominantly by persons of low and moderate income such as 
nursing homes, senior centers, Head Start centers, or mental health centers.  In the past the 
State has funded a Boys and Girls Club and Community Recreation Center in other parts of the 
State.  Maximum grants are $450,000.  Grant applications are due in the spring.  A 100% match 
is required.  The match can be a combination of cash and land.   

Planning Grants are available to local governments up to a maximum of $20,000.   

• Montana Department of Environmental Quality  

Wetland conservation priorities are funded by an Environmental Protection Agency grant 
program administered by the DEQ Wetland Coordinator. Currently, there are 20 active grant 
projects involving state and local governments.    
www.deq.mt.gov/wqinfo/Wetlands/Index.asp 
 

• Big Sky Economic Development Trust Fund 
 
Category II - Planning Grants: 25% of BSTF earnings are awarded to Certified Regional 
Development Corporations and other qualified economic development organizations in 
Counties not covered by a CRDC in the form of grants for planning activities. Eligible 
planning activities include feasibility studies, business plans, workforce surveys, target 
industry analyses, preliminary architectural reports and preliminary engineering reports. 
Applications will be accepted throughout the year on a calendar quarter basis with 
application deadlines of March 31st, June 30th, September 30th and December 31st.  
http://www.businessresources.mt.gov/BRD_Trustfund.asp  
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• MT Dept. of Natural Resource and Conservation 

Tribes, cities, counties, CDs and other local government entities may apply.   Planning 
grants must address at least one of the following:  (1) reclamation of land, water, or other 
resources adversely affected by mineral development (mining and oil and gas 
development); (2) mitigation of damage to natural resources caused by mineral 
development; (3) investigation and remediation of sites where hazardous wastes or 
regulated substances threaten public health or the environment; or (4) crucial state need.  
Projects addressing a crucial state need must prevent or eliminate severe and unacceptable 
damage to natural resources or capture extraordinary public benefit that would otherwise be 
lost.   

Project planning activities may include problem analysis, feasibility or design studies, 
environmental monitoring, remedial action plans or implementation, technology 
demonstration, research, construction or acquisition of capital facilities, or other related 
actions that lead to development of a full-scale project. Up to $50,000 is available per  

www.dnrc.mt.gov/cardd  

• US Fish and Wildlife Service – Grant Programs for Local Governments 
 
North American Wetlands Conservation Act - To provide funding assistance to promote 
conservation of wetlands and associated habitats for migratory birds and other wildlife 
Preference given to projects that have grantee or partners that have never participated in a 
NAWCA supported program.   Small Grants Program- grants may not exceed $50,000; 50% 
Match. 
 
Cooperative Conservation Initiative - To restore natural resources and establish or expand 
wildlife habitat.  50% Match.  
 
http://www.fws.gov/grants/local.html 
 
 

• USFS Forest Legacy Program 
 
The Cooperative Forestry Staff, of the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Service, 
works with States, private landowners, and other partners to promote healthy forests and 
livable communities throughout the United States. Our programs and partnerships help 
private landowners and rural communities care for their forests, strengthen local economies, 
and maintain a high quality of life. 

We are a partnership-driven organization. Federal funding is provided to States, local 
governments, and non-profit organizations to leverage additional resources and fuel 
innovative ideas. We work closely with the Forest Service's Urban & Community Forestry 
staff, other units within the Forest Service, and other federal agencies to enhance and 
maintain forests across watersheds and ecosystems, both on private and public land.  

http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/aboutus/  



4 
 

2.   Foundation Grants  
 

• General Mills Champions for Healthy Kids 
 
The General Mills Champions for Healthy Kids initiative is a partnership of the General Mills 
Foundation, the American Dietetic Association Foundation, and the President's Council on 
Physical Fitness. The goal of the initiative is to encourage U.S. communities to improve the 
eating and physical activity patterns of young people, ages 2-18. In 2009, the initiative will 
award 50 grants of $10,000 each to nonprofit organizations, schools, and government 
agencies throughout the country that offer innovative programs to help youth develop both 
good nutrition and fitness habits. Local organizations that work with children, including park 
districts, health departments, government agencies, Native American tribes, municipal 
organizations, schools, YMCAs, Boys & Girls clubs, etc., are encouraged to apply. Online 
applications must be submitted by January 15, 2009. Visit the website listed above for 
program details and application information. 
http://www.generalmills.com/corporate/commitment/champions.aspx 

• National Fish and Wildlife Foundation: Five-Star Restoration Matching 
Grants Program  

 
The Five-Star Restoration Matching Grants Program, an initiative of the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation, seeks to develop community capacity to sustain local natural resources 
for future generations by supporting wetland, riparian, and coastal habitat restoration 
projects. Grants ranging from $10,000 to $40,000 are provided to projects that build 
diverse partnerships and foster natural resource stewardship through education, outreach, 
and training activities. Partnerships should include at least five organizations that contribute 
to project success through funding, land, workforce support, technical support, and/or other 
in-kind services. Projects that can leverage the amount of funds requested with significant 
cash or in-kind contributions from project partners are given priority. The application 
deadline is February 16, 2009; an online webinar for potential applicants will be offered on 
December 5, 2008. Visit the website listed above for detailed program information.  
http://www.nfwf.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Grants 

• National Forest Foundation 

The National Forest Foundation, a private, nonprofit 501(c)(3)organization, chartered by 
Congress, engages America in community-based and national programs that promote the 
health and public enjoyment of the 192 million acre National Forest System, and 
administers private gifts of funds and land for the benefit of the National Forests.  The NFF 
believes that communities should play a significant role in determining the future of National 
Forests and Grasslands.  By matching federal funds (provided under a cooperative 
agreement with the Forest Service) to non-federal dollars, the NFF’s Matching Awards 
Program (MAP) is able to effectively double the resources available to nonprofit partners to 
implement projects that directly benefit our National Forests and Grasslands. 

• American Hiking Society 

This web site has an overview of various funds for trails, including federal appropriations, 
state funds, grants, and private donations. Regardless of administration or funding source, 
most trails are founded on public-private partnerships and include some form of cost-
sharing or leveraging.  

http://www.americanhiking.org/news/trail_fund.html 
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•  International Mountain Bicycling Association 

The web site has an overview of funds for trails 
http://www.imba.com/resources/grants/index.html 

• The Paul G. Allen Family Foundation 

The mission of the Paul G. Allen Family Foundation is to transform lives and strengthen 
communities by fostering innovation, creating knowledge and promoting social progress. 
The Foundation supports nonprofit organizations located in, or serving populations of, the 
Pacific Northwest, which includes Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon and Washington. The 
Foundation’s program areas that are open for application include: arts and culture, youth 
engagement, and community development and social change. Letters of inquiry are 
accepted throughout the year. Visit the website listed above for more in depth information 
about each of the Foundation’s program areas. 

http://www.pgafamilyfoundation.org/ 

• United States Tennis Association 

Public Facility Assistance  
The USTA Public Facility Assistance Program is extremely competitive.  The need for new 
tennis facilities or improvements at existing facilities is not, in and of itself, sufficient 
justification for a grant.  The Public Facility Assistance Program is intended to have a major 
impact on the growth of tennis in a community and the clients served by that organization.  
Our review includes a thorough evaluation of the programmatic, administrative, financial 
and organizational accomplishments of the applicant.  

http://www.usta.com/AboutUs/AwardsandGrants.aspx 

 
• Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

 
The Foundation's major research efforts in this area—Active Living Research, Healthy 
Eating Research  and Bridging the Gap—are contributing to the nation's collective 
knowledge about the changes to policies and to community and school environments that 
are most effective in increasing physical activity and improving nutrition for kids. 

http://www.rwjf.org/grants/ 
 
• Home Depot Foundation 

 

The Home Depot Foundation makes cash grants to non-profit organizations focused on 
affordable housing, at-risk youth, the environment, and disaster preparedness and 
response.  The Home Depot Foundation makes grants to 501(c)(3) tax exempt public 
charities in the United States and to charitable organizations in Canada. To maximize the 
impact of Foundation resources, The Home Depot Foundation only funds programs that 
meet its eligibility test. Grants typically range from $5,000 to $25,000. 
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• Wal-Mart  
 
Our founder, Sam Walton, believed in servant-leadership, which makes our mission to serve 
our Associates and customers with compassion and integrity. Our emphasis is on our 
Associates, children, families, the local community and other local programs that improve 
the quality of life in our communities.  

Specifically, we focus our giving on:  

Community education and scholarships  
Family health and welfare needs - particularly our youth  
Economic and workforce development programs that benefit our communities  
Environmental issues  
Community-based 501(c)3 organizations  

 
The cornerstone of Wal-Mart Good. Works. community involvement effort is our Community 
Grant programs. All requests for funding must be directed to the Good. Works. Coordinator 
at your local Wal-Mart store, SAM'S CLUB, Neighborhood Market or Distribution Center. 
Proposals mailed directly to the Wal-Mart Foundation will not be considered. For more 
information about the Wal-Mart Foundation.   

http://www.walmartfoundation.org/wmstore/goodworks/scripts/index.jsp 

• Albertsons 

Albertson's Corporate Contributions Program 

 
Albertson's supports nonprofit organizations in communities across the nation where 
employees and customers live and work. Giving is focused on hunger relief, education and 
youth development, and health and nutrition programs. Applications are accepted 
throughout the year. 
 

www.albertsons.com/corporate/pr/brochure.asp?cat=3&subcat=2 

• Wells Fargo 
 

Nonprofit programs or projects that impact a specific community or neighborhood should 
contact their local Wells Fargo manager.  

• BCBS Foundation for Healthy Montanans 

The Blue Cross Blue Shield Foundation for Healthy Montanans supports community and 
state-based initiatives that principally address our priority areas of funding: 

1. Encourage healthy lifestyles for adults and children, especially programs that reduce 
childhood obesity and/or measurably increase the adoption of a healthy, active life-
style by children and youth.  

https://www.bcbsmt.com/Pages/aboutusbcbsfoundation.aspx 



Flathead County Parks and Rec

1. What type of parks are most needed in Flathead County? (Check top 2 choices)

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Small parks in my neighborhood 15.8% 67

Large multi-use parks that serve the 

whole community
34.2% 145

Natural Areas 42.5% 180

A park consisting primarily of sports 

fields
2.8% 12

Parks with river or creek frontage 36.6% 155

Linear parks- trail corridors - 

pathways
59.2% 251

No additional parks or natural areas 

needed
4.0% 17

  answered question 424

  skipped question 5

2. In which area should the county focus its parks and recreation efforts? (Check top 2 choices)

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Acquire land for future parks 58.9% 249

Develop new parks 26.7% 113

Upgrade existing parks 34.3% 145

Maintain existing parks and facilities 53.9% 228

Provide recreation programs and 

activities
13.2% 56

Build new major facilities (e.g. 

Community center, gymnasium)
7.3% 31

  answered question 423

  skipped question 6
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3. Which of the following benefits of parks recreation services and open space are most important to you? (Check top 2 

choices)

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Promote youth development 18.3% 78

Improve health and wellness 33.1% 141

Water or public land access 40.4% 172

Enjoy/protect the natural 

environment
54.9% 234

Provide support for lifelong learning 2.8% 12

Provide cultural activities 2.3% 10

Help seniors/disabled remain active 7.7% 33

Connect people, build strong 

families and neighborhoods
24.9% 106

Enhance community image/sense 

of place
23.7% 101

  answered question 426

  skipped question 3
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4. What are the two primary reasons you use the parks in the county?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Enjoy the outdoors/nature 70.6% 302

Use specific facility at a park 9.3% 40

Play sports 9.1% 39

Picnic and general leisure 15.0% 64

Walk or bike for exercise 48.1% 206

Meet friends 3.7% 16

Participate in family activities 12.1% 52

Attend special events or concerts 5.8% 25

Fishing and hunting access 11.4% 49

Water access 22.2% 95

Do not use parks 2.1% 9

  answered question 428

  skipped question 1
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5. Do any of the following reasons prevent you from using or using more often the area's parks and recreation facilities? 

  Yes No No Opinion
Response

Count

Physical disability 3.0% (12) 93.2% (371) 3.8% (15) 398

Distance from home 40.8% (164) 57.0% (229) 2.2% (9) 402

Safety concerns 13.1% (52) 83.6% (332) 3.3% (13) 397

Rowdy behavior of other park users 25.6% (101) 68.3% (269) 6.1% (24) 394

User fees for programs 15.8% (62) 75.8% (298) 8.4% (33) 393

Difficult access, such as busy 

streets
16.4% (65) 76.6% (304) 7.1% (28) 397

Overcrowding in parks 25.2% (100) 68.5% (272) 6.3% (25) 397

Not enough parking at parks 23.5% (88) 69.3% (260) 7.2% (27) 375

Poor maintenance 31.5% (126) 59.8% (239) 8.8% (35) 400

Dogs on a leash 21.2% (84) 71.5% (284) 7.3% (29) 397

Poorly designed facility 18.5% (73) 70.3% (277) 11.2% (44) 394

Lack of restrooms 30.7% (121) 64.0% (252) 5.3% (21) 394

Doesn't contain desired features, or 

facilities
29.5% (115) 57.2% (223) 13.3% (52) 390

  answered question 419

  skipped question 10
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6. In general would you support a county wide tax measure to maintain and improve existing parks, aquire land for new parks 

and natural areas, or developmore recreational trails, pathways, parks and recreation facilities? (Check all that apply)

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Yes, I would support it. 44.8% 189

I would support it depending on the 

amount of the tax.
30.3% 128

I would support it depending upon 

the projects proposed.
40.3% 170

I would support it depending upon 

amount of the projects.
9.0% 38

I would support it depending upon 

the cost of future maintenance 

projects.

13.7% 58

No, I would not support it. 10.4% 44

  answered question 422

  skipped question 7

7. In general would you support the creation of a park maintenance district to improve the facilities in the school district where 

you live?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Yes, I would support it. 38.4% 163

I would support it depending on the 

amount of the tax.
20.3% 86

I would support it depending upon 

the projects proposed.
23.8% 101

I would support it depending upon 

amount of the projects.
3.1% 13

No, I would not support it. 14.4% 61

  answered question 424

  skipped question 5
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8. How would you rank the importance of parks and recreation among the county's other programs and expenses?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

High 39.5% 168

Medium 48.5% 206

Low 10.8% 46

No opinion 1.2% 5

  answered question 425

  skipped question 4

9. How would you rank the importance for new pathways among the county's other programs and expenses?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

High 52.4% 221

Medium 32.0% 135

Low 13.0% 55

No opinion 2.6% 11

  answered question 422

  skipped question 7
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10. Please indicate how important you feel about the following policies are for park planning.

 
Very 

Important
Important

Not 

Important

No 

Opinion

Rating

Average

Response

Count

More recreational programs for 

youth.

17.5% 

(73)

15.9% 

(66)

35.6% 

(148)

19.0% 

(79)
7.2% (30)

4.8% 

(20)
2.82 416

More recreational programs for 

adults.
7.9% (33)

12.9% 

(54)

30.5% 

(127)

25.2% 

(105)

17.5% 

(73)

6.0% 

(25)
3.33 417

More recreational programs for 

seniors.
8.7% (36)

16.7% 

(69)

34.7% 

(143)

23.8% 

(98)

11.2% 

(46)

4.9% 

(20)
3.13 412

Parks should protect natural areas 

such as wetlands, floodplain and 

wildlife areas

59.9% 

(252)

16.2% 

(68)

12.4% 

(52)

6.7% 

(28)
4.0% (17)

1.0% 

(4)
1.78 421

Construct handicap facilities in 

parks

15.6% 

(65)

19.9% 

(83)

38.5% 

(161)

16.7% 

(70)
6.9% (29)

2.4% 

(10)
2.79 418

Provide more areas for group 

activities such as pavilions, picnic 

areas . . .

6.0% (25)
15.3% 

(64)

32.5% 

(136)

30.5% 

(128)

13.8% 

(58)

1.9% 

(8)
3.32 419

Provide more athletic facilities such 

as tennis courts, basketball hoops, 

....

5.3% (22)
8.2% 

(34)

28.6% 

(119)

30.5% 

(127)

23.6% 

(98)

3.8% 

(16)
3.61 416

Provide alternative sports such as 

skateboarding, Folf, bike jumps
3.6% (15)

9.7% 

(40)

24.9% 

(103)

28.1% 

(116)

29.5% 

(122)

4.1% 

(17)
3.73 413

Provide a dog park in the county
15.7% 

(65)

12.6% 

(52)

16.5% 

(68)

18.2% 

(75)

32.4% 

(134)

4.6% 

(19)
3.41 413

Develop new parks to serve new 

subdivisions that are open to the 

public

10.8% 

(45)

14.4% 

(60)

28.6% 

(119)

24.5% 

(102)

17.8% 

(74)

3.8% 

(16)
3.25 416

Partner with other public agencies 

and non-profit groups on park 

improvements

30.8% 

(128)

27.6% 

(115)

30.5% 

(127)

6.0% 

(25)
3.8% (16)

1.2% 

(5)
2.24 416

Connect parks with trails or 

pathways

53.2% 

(224)

19.7% 

(83)

16.9% 

(71)

5.0% 

(21)
4.0% (17)

1.2% 

(5)
1.86 421

Devel a county-wide interconnected 

trail and pathway system.

55.3% 

(233)

16.2% 

(68)

12.1% 

(51)

9.0% 

(38)
6.4% (27)

1.0% 

(4)
1.94 421

Provide parks for visual buffers.
20.5% 

(85)

22.9% 

(95)

24.6% 

(102)

18.1% 

(75)

10.8% 

(45)

3.1% 

(13)
2.75 415

Include historic and cultural 

resources in park system.

14.9% 

(61)

19.8% 

(81)

31.1% 

(127)

18.1% 

(74)

12.0% 

(49)

4.2% 

(17)
2.92 409
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Increase volunteer base to develop 

and maintain parks.

23.1% 

(97)

27.6% 

(116)

36.2% 

(152)

10.0% 

(42)
1.4% (6)

1.7% 

(7)
2.38 420

River and lake access should be a 

priority

40.1% 

(169)

19.2% 

(81)

21.4% 

(90)

11.9% 

(50)
5.2% (22)

2.1% 

(9)
2.21 421

Protect access to public lands 

should be a priority

49.4% 

(205)

21.2% 

(88)

18.1% 

(75)

7.0% 

(29)
3.1% (13)

1.2% 

(5)
1.92 415

Generate revenue from user fees 7.2% (30)
13.9% 

(58)

31.4% 

(131)

22.5% 

(94)

21.1% 

(88)

3.8% 

(16)
3.38 417

Sports organizations should 

maintain facilities

14.1% 

(58)

22.0% 

(90)

32.7% 

(134)

17.1% 

(70)
7.3% (30)

6.8% 

(28)
2.80 410

County parks should serve primarily 

local residents

14.1% 

(58)

19.2% 

(79)

27.2% 

(112)

17.0% 

(70)

16.5% 

(68)

6.1% 

(25)
3.03 412

County parks should attract visitors 

from outside of the area
6.3% (26)

14.9% 

(62)

22.2% 

(92)

25.3% 

(105)

26.0% 

(108)

5.3% 

(22)
3.53 415

Acquire new land for future parks
41.9% 

(174)

20.5% 

(85)

19.5% 

(81)

7.7% 

(32)
7.7% (32)

2.7% 

(11)
2.17 415

  answered question 425

  skipped question 4
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11. Does any member of your household engage in the following activities?

  Yes No
Response

Count

Equestrian 25.3% (94) 74.7% (277) 371

Walking for Pleasure 97.6% (407) 2.4% (10) 417

Exercising/Fitness Workout 85.7% (354) 14.3% (59) 413

Gardening 79.6% (320) 20.4% (82) 402

Bicycling (pleasure) 83.6% (346) 16.4% (68) 414

Dog Walking/Dog Parks 57.3% (232) 42.7% (173) 405

Bird Watching/Feeding 53.4% (210) 46.6% (183) 393

Nature Walks 87.4% (361) 12.6% (52) 413

Wildlife Watching 80.5% (323) 19.5% (78) 401

Swimming 68.2% (274) 31.8% (128) 402

Jogging/Running 48.5% (195) 51.5% (207) 402

Skiing (x-country) 70.4% (285) 29.6% (120) 405

Rafting/Tubing 57.1% (225) 42.9% (169) 394

Baseball 9.8% (38) 90.2% (351) 389

Softball 14.7% (57) 85.3% (330) 387

Soccer 22.9% (89) 77.1% (299) 388

Volleyball 13.7% (53) 86.3% (333) 386

Ice Skating 45.3% (177) 54.7% (214) 391

Outdoor concerts & festivals 81.0% (329) 19.0% (77) 406

Playground (visit/play) 52.1% (207) 47.9% (190) 397

Picnicking 74.2% (299) 25.8% (104) 403

Basketball 20.6% (81) 79.4% (312) 393

Tennis 25.3% (99) 74.7% (292) 391

Skateboarding 11.6% (45) 88.4% (343) 388

Horseshoes 23.3% (91) 76.7% (299) 390
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In-Line Skating 13.8% (53) 86.2% (332) 385

Disc Golf 22.3% (87) 77.7% (303) 390

Ice Hockey 12.8% (49) 87.2% (335) 384

Golf 37.2% (146) 62.8% (247) 393

Fishing 68.7% (277) 31.3% (126) 403

Climbing Wall 27.1% (106) 72.9% (285) 391

Football 11.1% (43) 88.9% (344) 387

Boating 67.4% (271) 32.6% (131) 402

Off-Road Vehicle Riding 21.1% (82) 78.9% (306) 388

  answered question 423

  skipped question 6

12. Do you currently use Flathead County's pathways, including on street bicycle routes(bike lanes, road shoulders) and off 

street pathways?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Yes 76.4% 321

No 23.6% 99

  answered question 420

  skipped question 9

13. If you could improve one thing about Flathead County's pathway system, what would it be?

 
Response

Count

  307

  answered question 307

  skipped question 122
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14. Where would members of your household most like to go using additional Bicycle/pedestrian pathways developed in the 

future? (please choose no more than three (3)) 

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Parks and recreation areas 71.4% 297

Municipal downtown areas 31.7% 132

Local shopping areas 20.2% 84

Work 20.2% 84

Schools 22.6% 94

Adjacent Communities 31.0% 129

We would like new pathways as 

recreations destinations
52.6% 219

We would not use pathways 6.7% 28

 Other (please specify) 38

  answered question 416

  skipped question 13

15. Are you aware of any timely areas to make new off-street pathways in the county, if so where?

 
Response

Count

  155

  answered question 155

  skipped question 274

16. Are there any other comments you would like to share with us regarding specific parks or recreation programs in Flathead 

County?

 
Response

Count

  208

  answered question 208

  skipped question 221
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