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DEPARTMENT “MDS”  
MONTANA DAHLIA SHOW  

The Dahlia exhibits will be located in the  
Shooting Sports/Flower Building  
(#11 on map in back of fair book)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sharon Askelson, Superintendent 

John Kestell, Superintendent 

GENERAL SHOW RULES  
1. The dahlia blooms shall be grown by the exhibitor. 

Everyone is welcome. Help is available for entrants.  
EXCEPTION: Section 50, 51, 52, 53, 54. 
       Flowers need not be grown by exhibitor.  
2. Blooms must be shown disbudded and with at 

least the first set of leaves. Exhibits with more 
than one set of leaves will not be rewarded or 
penalized by the judges.  

EXCEPTION: Blooms used in baskets, bouquets, 
bowls, dried, photography and arrangements may 
be displayed without leaves.  
3. The 2008 American Dahlia Classification and 

Handbook of Dahlias shall be used for the de-
scription of the dahlia. Those not listed in the 
1996 – 2007 edition will be classified by the 
ADS 1976 –07 Composite Listing of Dahlias. 
Unclassified dahlias should have the dahlia 
classified and the entry tag initialed by the 
Classification Committee.  

4. Artificial support for the dahlia bloom above the 
container is prohibited.  

5. Disseminated dahlias when entered as classi-
fied into competition in ADS shows are not to 
be disqualified if oversize/undersize, nor will 
the dahlia receive premium/penalty points for 

being oversize/undersize. The dahlia bloom IS 
TO BE judged on its own merits. 

6.  Ribbons will be given to 1st and 2nd place 
blooms in each class and the section cham-
pion. Rosettes will be given to each special 
awards champion. Awards can be withheld in 
any class, section, or special award judging if 
the blooms prove unworthy.  

7. Student Division only will be judged on the 
Danish System.  

8. Judges decision on the awards SHALL BE FINAL.  
9. Displays may be moved by fair officials only. 
 
DIVISIONS 
1. STUDENT...................Exhibitors 18 and under  
2. NOVICE......................Beginning exhibitors  
3. ADVANCED................Exhibitors who grow and 

show for fun  
4. OPEN........................ .Experienced exhibitors 

and commercial growers  
 
ENTRY GUIDELINES  
1. The exhibitor ALONE will be held responsible for 

correctly and completely filling out the entry tag. 
Fill out both the TOP and BOTTOM sections of 
the Montana Dahlia Society entry tags (provided 
by this show). The entry tag shall contain the fol-
lowing information: (General Show)  

       a. The SECTION and CLASS entering  
       b. The NAME of the Dahlia  
       c. The SIZE, FORM, and COLOR of the Dahlia.       

 (see General Show Rule #3)  
       d. The exhibitor’s NAME and ADDRESS.  
2.   Dahlias shall be staged in containers provided 

by the Montana Dahlia Society.  
EXCEPTIONS:  
      a. Triple “AA ” and “A ” blooms may be exhibited      

in large, clean containers filled with floral foam. 
NO decals or writing of any type are to be visible 
on the exposed faces of the container.  

      b. Baskets, bouquets, bowls, potted plants and   
arrangements may be displayed in containers 
of the exhibitor’s choice.  

      c. Approved containers from other societies 
may be used.  

3. Exhibitors may enter as many dahlias in the 
show as they desire, in as many classes as 

4. desired.  
4. An exhibitor may have more than one entry in 

any class, except as noted, and may enter as 
many classes as they desire.  

5. Entries may not be removed until 6:00 p.m. Sunday.  
6. Exhibitors will use Montana Dahlia Society entry 

tags as follows:  
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
  
Friday, August 21  
 6:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m. – Exhibits accepted  
 9:00 a.m. – Judges & Clerks meet  
 9:30 a.m. – Judging will begin.  
 
Sunday, August 23 
  6:00 p.m. – Exhibits will be released  
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STUDENT................................................White tags         
NOVICE.....................................................Blue tags 
ADVANCED .............................................Pink tags 
OPEN ...................................................Yellow  tags  

Premiums shall be: Blue -$3.50; Red -$2.00;  
Best of Type-$1.00 Section Champion -$2.00; 

Champion -$3.00; Grand Champion -$4.00  
ABBREVIATIONS FOR FORMS:  

KEY TO CLASS NUMBERS: Class numbers are 
same as ADS Classification & Handbook of Dahlias  

Section No. 
1. Single entry “AA” 
2. Triple entry “AA” 
3. Single entry “A” 
4. Triple entry “A” 
5. Single entry “B” 
6. Triple entry “B” 
7. Single entry “BB” 
8. Triple entry “BB” 
9. Single entry Min, 4” and under 
10. Triple entry Min.  4” and under 
11. Single entry Ball 3 1/2” and over 
12. Triple entry Ball 3 1/2” and over 
13. Single entry Min. Ball 2” to 3 1/2” 
14. Triple entry Min. Ball 2” to 3 1’2” 
15.  Single entry Pom 2” and under 
16. Triple entry Pom 2” and under 
17. Single entry Stellar bloom 
18. Triple entry Stellar bloom 
19. Single entry Waterlily bloom 
20. Triple entry Waterlily bloom 
21. Single entry Collarette bloom 
22. Triple entry Collarette bloom 
23. Single entry Orchid bloom 
24. Triple entry  Orchid bloom 
25. Single entry Anemone bloom 
26. Triple entry Anemone bloom 
27. Single entry Peony bloom 
28. Triple entry Peony bloom 
29. Single entry Single bloom 
30. Triple  entry Single bloom 
31. Single entry Mignon Single bloom 
32. Triple entry Mignon Single bloom 
33. Single entry Novelty Open Center 
34. Triple entry Novelty Open Center 
35. Single entry Novelty Double Center 
36. Triple entry Novelty Double Center  
 

A SECTION CHAMPION BLOOM SHALL BE 
SELECTED IN SECTIONS 1-36 

 
SECTION 40 — SPECIAL SHOW EXHIBITS 

 
Exhibitors may enter more than one cultivar per 
class.  
Class No.  
1. Best vase of 5 “AA ” size blooms, one or more 

colors and/or types 
2.  Best vase of 5 “A ” size blooms, one or more 

colors and/or types  
3. Best vase of 5 “B ” size blooms, one or more 

colors and/or types 
4. Best vase of 5 “BB ” size blooms, one or more 

colors and/or types  
5. Best vase of 5 Miniature size blooms, one or 

more colors and/or types  
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AN -Anemone-Flowered  
P -Pompon  
NO -Novelty Open  
FD -Formal Decorative 
BA -Ball  
PE -Peony-Flowering NX 
-Novelty Double  
ID -Informal Decorative 
C -Straight Cactus  

S -Single  
O -Orchid-Flowering  
LC -Laciniated  
CO -Collarette  
SC -Semi-Cactus  
MB -Miniature Ball  
ST -Stellar  
MS -Mignon Single  
WL -Water Lily  

        

  FD ID SC C LC  

  BA MB P CO NX  

  WL PE AN ST   

  S MS O NO   
AA 001-095 01 21 41 61 81 White 

A 101-195 02 22 42 62 82 Yellow 

B 201-295 03 23 43 63 83 Orange 

BB 301-395 04 24 44 64 84 Pink 

M 401-495 05 25 45 65 85 Dark Pink 

BA 501-515 06 26 46 66 86 Red 

MB 521-535 07 27 47 67 87 Dark Red 

P 541-555 08 28 48 68 88 Lavender 

ST 561-575 09 29 49 69 89 Purple/Black 

WL 601-615 10 30 50 70 90 Light Blend 

PE 621-635 11 31 51 71 91 Bronze 

AN 641-655 12 32 52 72 92 Flame Blend 

CO 661-675 13 33 53 73 93 Dark Blend 

S 701-715 14 34 54 74 94 Variegated 

MS 721-735 15 35 55 75 95 Bicolor 

O 741-755       

NO 761-775       

NX 781-795       

        

FORM COLOR 
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SECTION 41  
Exhibitors may enter more than one cultivar per 
class. 
Class No.  
1. Best vase of 5 Ball size blooms, one and/or 

more colors  
2. Best vase of 5 Miniature Ball size blooms, one 

and/ or more colors  
3. Best vase of 5 Pompon blooms, one and/or 

more colors  
4. Best vase of 5 Waterlily blooms, one and/or 

more colors  
5. Best vase of 5 Novelty, Double Open, one and/

or more colors  
6. Best vase of 5 Stellar, one and/or more colors 
 
 
SECTION 42  
Exhibitors may enter more than one cultivar per 
class.  
Class No.  
1. Best vase of 5 Collarette blooms, one and/or 

more colors  
2. Best vase of 5 Orchid blooms, one and/or more 

colors  
3. Best vase of 5 Mignon Single blooms, one and/

or more colors  
4. Best vase of 5 Single blooms, one and/or more 

colors  
5. Best vase of 5 Peony blooms, one and/or more 

colors  
6. Best vase of 5 Anemone blooms, one and/or 

more colors  
7. Best vase of 5 Novelty Open Center, one and/

or more colors 
 
 
SECTION 43  
Class No.  
1. Best entry of 1 or 3 individual vases of 1 bloom 

each from 3 of the following: “AA”,“A”,“B”, “BB”, 
or Ball. (No extra points will be given for over 3 
entries.)  

2. Best entry of 1 or 3 individual vases of 1 bloom 
each from 3 of the following: Waterlily, Minia-
ture Ball, Anemone, Pompon, Novelty Double 
Center, or Stellar. (No extra points will be given 
for over 3 entries.)  

3.  Best entry of 1 or 3 individual vases of 1 bloom 
each from 3 of the following: Peony, Collarette, 
Orchid, Single, Mignon Single or Novelty Open 
Center. (No extra points will be given for over 3 
entries.)  

 
 

 
SECTION 44  
Class No. 
1. Best 1st year dahlia grown by MDS Members 

from seed 
2. Best Derrill Hart & Lynne Dudley ADS Medal 

Winners 
 
 
SECTION 50 -BASKETS 
Special rules for Baskets: 
1. Additional natural foliage with or without flow-

ers and/or berries may be displayed in the bas-
ket.  

2. Exhibit may contain more than one color.  
3. Exhibitor may use a container of their choice. 

The container will be judged as a part of the 
exhibit. 

4. Exhibit viewed and judged from front.  
5. The entry tag needs to contain only the section 

number, class number, class title, the exhibi-
tor’s name and address. A white index card 
with the name of the dahlias used may be 
placed with the exhibit at the exhibitor’s option.   

 
Class No. 
1. “AA” or “A” size blooms.  
2. “B” size blooms.  
3. “BB” size blooms.  
4. Miniature size blooms.  
5. Ball or Miniature Ball blooms.  
6. Pompon blooms.  
7. Collarette blooms.  
8. Orchid blooms.  
9. Novelty blooms.  
10. Any other bloom except those types used in 

classes 1-9. More than one entry allowed in 
this class.  

11. Mixed blooms -two or more sizes or types.  
12. Mini-basket -an exhibit not over 12" in height 

and containing 5 or more blooms. 
 
 
SECTION 51— DECORATIVE BASKETS  
 A basket with dahlias predominating. Other 
fresh flowers may be used to enhance the display. 
Exhibit will be viewed and judged from all sides. 
See Section 50, Special Rules for Baskets, for ad-
ditional rules.  
 
Class No.  
1. One variety  
2. Mixed dahlias  
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SECTION 52 —  BOUQUETS 
 The exhibitor ’s EXPERIENCE is the deter-
mining factor for the proper division to enter in this 
Section.  
Special Rules for Bouquets  
1. The only flowers used will be dahlias.  
2. Additional natural foliage or filler may be used. 
3. Exhibitor may use a container of their choice. 

The container should not detract from the bou-
quet and will be judged as part of the exhibit.  

4. The exhibit shall be viewed from all sides.  
5. The entry tag must contain only the section 

number, class number, exhibitor’s name and 
address.  

Class No.  
1. One variety  
2. Mixed varieties  
 
SECTION 53 — DECORATIVE BOUQUETS 
 A bouquet with dahlias predominating. 
Other fresh flowers may be used to enhance the 
display. See Section 52, Special Rules for Bou-
quets, for additional rules. 
Class No.  
1. One variety 
2. Mixed varieties 
 
SECTION 54—BOWLS  
 The exhibitor’s EXPERIENCE is the deter-
mining factor for the proper division to enter in this 
section.  
 
Special Rules for Bowls:  
1. Any size dahlia may be used.  
2. The container may be at or on a pedestal and 

viewed from the top or if container is clear 
glass, from top or side.  

3. Artificial floral material shall not be allowed.  
4. Unattached foliage may be used. 
Class No .  
1. Single bloom  
2.  Multiple blooms -same variety  
3. Multiple blooms -multiple colors and/or varie-

ties  
 
SECTION 55— ARRANGEMENTS  
 The exhibitor ’s EXPERIENCE is the deter-
mining factor for the proper division to enter in this 
section. 
  
Special Rules for Arrangements:  
1. The dahlia shall be the dominant flower.  
2. The arrangement must be the exhibitor ’s origi-

nal design and work.  
3. Artificial floral material shall not be allowed.  
4. Fresh or live material shall not be spray 

painted.  
5. The entry tag must contain only the section 

number, class number, class title, exhibitor’s 
name and address. 

6. Viewed from one side.  
 
 The MDS is encouraging the exhibiting of 
various types or styles of arrangements. Titles have 
been given for the various sections with the exhibi-
tor being responsible for the type of arrangement. 
The types of arrangements being encouraged are: 
Line, Mass or Mass-Line, Abstract, Free-Form and 
Oriental. 
 
Title or Description of Arrangement : 
“Dahlias for All Seasons”  
Class No.  
1. Spring Time  
2. Planting the Garden  
3. Colors of Summer  
4. The Harvest  
5. Autumn Trail  
6. Winter Wonderland  
 
SECTION 61- POTTED DAHLIAS 
 The dahlia plant may be exhibited in a con-
tainer of the grower’s choice. The container will be 
judged as part of the exhibit. Support of plant and 
flowers is permissible. The entry tag must contain 
the section number, class number, class title, ex-
hibitor’s name, address and exhibitor’s number. 
Exhibitor may enter more than one cultivar in each 
class. Each cultivar will be judged separately. 
 Class No.  
1. “AA” and “A” sized blooms  
2. “B” and “BB” sized blooms  
3. Miniature type blooms  
4. Ball type blooms  
5. Pompon type blooms  
6. Waterlily  type blooms  
7. Novelty type blooms  
8. Mignon Single blooms  
9. Any other type blooms  
 
SECTION 65- SEEDLINGS 
  Please use OPEN color entry tags for ex-
hibits in this section. The entry tag shall contain the 
requested information as indicated in the entry 
guidelines (Rule #1)  
More than one entry is allowed per class.  
1. 1st Year ..................Single bloom entry  
2. 2nd – 3rd –4th Year........Single bloom entry  
3. ADS........................Triple bloom entry -one container  
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SPECIAL DAHLIA AWARDS 
  

American Dahlia Society Bench Evaluation: pre-
sented each year in cooperation with the ADS and 
is open to all exhibitors. Show officials and exhibi-
tors must read and adhere to the rules for entries 
and judging of blooms as printed in the latest issue 
of the ADS Classification Handbook of Dahlias.  
 
1. Grand Champion Single Bloom  
2. Grand Champion Triple Bloom 
3. Champion Student Single Bloom  
4. Champion Student Triple Bloom  
5. Champion Novice Single Bloom  

6. Champion Novice Triple Bloom  
7. Champion Advanced Single Bloom  
8. Champion Advanced Triple Bloom  
9. Champion Open Single Bloom  
10. Champion Open Triple Bloom  
11. Champion Basket  
12. Champion Decorative Basket  
13. Champion Bouquet  
14. Champion Decorative Bouquet  
15. Champion Bowl  
16. Champion Arrangement  
17. Champion Dried Dahlia  
18. Champion Potted Dahlia  
19. ADS Seedling Achievement Award 
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ANY event can be special at YOUR county ... 

Trade Center 

Expo 

See us at the office  
for rental rates on: 
Country Fair Kitchen 
Trade Center 
Expo Building 
Grandstand Bldg. 
4-H Building 
Barns 
Horse Stalls 
Boat & RV Storage 
Parking Lots 
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