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2010-2010 4-H Year Leader’s Meeting 

There will be a meeting held on Saturday, November 6th, for all new and re-enrolling 4-H Lead-
ers.  The meeting will be held at the Gateway Mall Community Center (formerly known as the 
Gateway West Mall) in the “Red” Conference Room.  Please enter the Building through the 
Food Court and turn right and follow the signs.  The meeting will begin at 10:00 am and will last 
for a couple of hours.  Please have at least one leader attend from your club, however the more 
the merrier and we can accommodate a large group.  We will be covering our yearly program 
goals and plan of work ( and have some fun too!).  Please RSVP with the Extension Office, 
758-5553, as Karole will be bringing food and beverages.   

October 3rd-9th This year’s National 4-H Week promotional kit will help you 
successfully promote 4-H to parents and children in the community.  The 

theme is “Taking the Lead”. Many clubs choose this week to promote 4-H through window dis-
plays at area businesses.  More information on National 4-H week can be found at                  
http://www.4-h.org/resource-library/promotional-toolkits/ 

National 4-H Week: October 3rd-9th                      
Taking the Lead! 

Mandatory Meeting For Prospective        
Market Beef  Project Members 

All 4-H members who are planning or considering on taking the Market Beef Project this up-
coming year are required to attend a meeting on Thursday, November 4th, starting at 6:30 p.m.  
The meeting will be held in the Gateway Mall Community Center in the “Red Room” Confer-
ence Room (Please enter the Building through the Food Court and turn right following the 
signs.)  This is a mandatory meeting for members and a parent.   Due to the facility, you can 
not join the meeting late, so please be sure to be at the meeting on time.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the Extension Office at 758-5553.   

Mark your Calendars: The next 4-H Livestock Committee Meeting will be held on Monday, 
October 4th, at 5:30 pm at the 4-H Building on the Fairgrounds.   

55th Annual Leader’s Banquet 

We are happy to invite ALL  Flathead County 4-H Leaders to the 55th Annual Leader’s Ban-
quet.  Please mark you calendars for either Friday, November 12th or Friday, November 19th, 
at the Kila Church at 6:30 p.m.  The Kila Country Church is located at 190 Cottage Lane, Kila, 
just off of Hwy 2 West about 8 miles past Kalispell.  We are awaiting confirmation on the dates 
and will contact everyone as soon as possible once a specific date is selected.  We will be 
serving dinner, dessert, entertainment and will be honoring our wonderful 4-H Leader’s for the 
hard work that you do.  We’ll be dressed in our comfortable best.  We are asking those who 
would like to attend to please RSVP previous to Monday, November 8th with  
the Extension Office.  758-5553.  We will be ordering dinner for  
each leader/guest. Reservations make our dinner count  
and expenses accurate when we place our order.  
 We are looking forward to seeing you there.   
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Project Award Interviews 

All 4-H Members who have completed record 
books for the 2009-2010 4-H year are eligible for 
county project awards.   
Here’s how it works:  Applications can be found 
on our website and in the Extension Office.  You 

may select as many as four project areas to interview in.  An 
example of project areas would be sheep, beef, swine, foods, 
sewing, woodworking, etc……  Therefore, you will not specify 
both market lamb and sheep breeding if you do both, you would 
simply list sheep as the project area.  Next, fill out the form and 
turn it into the Extension Office by Tuesday, October 26th, 2010.   
Interview will be held on Wednesday, November 3rd from 3:30 to 
6:00 p.m.  Bring your 4-H Books and Records to the Extension 
Office during the interview times designated and we will have 
one on one interviews on a first come first served basis.  Re-
member to dress as if you were going to a job interview.  Volun-
teer 4-H Leaders will be interviewing the members.  This is a 
great chance to talk about your project accomplishments and 
show off your record keeping skills.  If this is your first time doing 
project interviews, you will receive a 4-H sash, to keep your pro-
ject pins on.  The first time you interview in a project you will re-
ceive a project pin, then in following years you will receive a year 
patch signifying each additional year that you do award inter-
views.  Remember, this is an opportunity for all 4-H members.  
Please call the Extension Office if you need further information, 
758-5553. 

Shooting Sports Sign-up Time! 

If you shot in last year’s shooting sports program at 
the Fairgrounds, which includes archery, rifle, pistol, 
etc., your parent/guardian must come into the Exten-
sion Office to fill out enrollment and release forms.  
You must be registered for the upcoming year no 
later than Friday, October 29th,  2010 at 5:00 pm.  If 
you do not preregister by that date, you will not have a reserved 
slot in the program and will have to be put on the waiting list. 
 

If you were not involved in the shooting sports program last year,  
we have a waiting list in the Extension Office.  We will be accept-
ing calls starting at 8:00 am, Friday, October 1st.  Our number is 
758-5553 and email is extension@flathead.mt.gov  We will need 
the following information: Name of youth participant, date of 
birth, mailing address, parents contact name, phone number, 
email address if available, and discipline they are enrolling in.  
You must be 9 years old by October 1st, 2010 to be able to par-

ticipate in this program.   
 

Orientation night has yet to be announced.  Please read 
your November newsletter for more information regarding 
the upcoming year.  All those on the waiting list that will be 

able to participate in the program will be called in the advance of 
the Orientation night so that they can register either in the office 
or at Orientation.  Questions? Call 758-5553 

Shooting Sports Leader’s Trainings 

The state is offering a 4-H shooting sports workshop on October 
15-16 in Conrad, MT.  October 7th is the registration deadline. 
 

The registration fee for the trainings is $50 for adults and $25 for 
teen leaders (teens may only assist a 4-H shooting sports pro-
gram if under the direct supervision of a trained and certified 4-H 
shooting sports adult leader of the same shooting discipline). 
 

Training will begin at 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Friday night and 
continue from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday.  There will be 
no meal served on Friday night, but lunch is provided on Satur-
day as part of the registration.  Educational materials are also 
included.  Lodging is on your own. 
 

Training will include all disciplines (Archery, Cowboy Action, 
Hunting, Muzzle Loading, Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun) if a minimum of 
3 participants is reached. 
 

Registrations are available in the Extension Office or on our web-
site.  

 Thank You Procedure for All Large 
Livestock Members 

After the sale is over and the things have calmed 
down we can’t forget to thank our livestock buyers.  
When members come into the Extension Office or 
the FFA office, after the Sale, for their photo, they 
will find a form attached to the back of the photo.  This form will 
have a place for your buyer to sign and date, as well as a place 
for the buyer to list what they received for a thank you.   It is the 
members responsibility to have your buyer fill out and sign the 
form, and it is the members responsibility to return it to the Ex-
tension Office or your FFA Advisor by December 1st, 2010.  
Those who do not have their form returned to the Extension Of-
fice or a FFA Advisor by December 1st, will not be allowed to 
take an animal to the Fair the following year.  There will be no 
exceptions to this guideline.  If you receive your payment in 
the mail, it is still your responsibility to take a thank you and your 
photo to the buyer and have your form filled out.  If you have any 
questions, please contact the Extension Office at 758-5553.  It is 
important that we thank those who are so generous to our or-
ganizations.  The success of the Livestock Sale depends on the 
kindness of those businesses and individuals in our community.   

Foods Fair Themes?- Do you have a fun theme for the upcom-
ing Foods Fair event. If you do, please call the Extension Office 
with your idea so that we can vote on it at the December Fall 
Forum Meeting.  758-5553 or extension@flathead.mt.gov 
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Time to Turn in Records! 

September 30th is the official end of the 2009-2010 
4-H year.  If you are an independent member, you 

must have your records and workbooks turned into the Exten-
sion Office no later than Thursday, September 30th, 2010 to be 
checked off.   
Those of you involved in clubs need to speak to your 4-H Club 
leader to find out when your records are due.  Anyone in a club 
must turn in their records to their Club Leader by the date that 
the Club leader stipulates, which usually is in the end of Septem-
ber or the beginning of October.  Project records need to be 
completed in order to be eligible for market livestock projects in 
the upcoming year and various county trips and awards.  For all 
Leaders, if you need a new club print out of your members and 
their projects, please contact us and we will print one out for you.  
We have gold seals and check off sheets ready in the office for 
you to pick up.   Also remember, I can’t put together award pack-
ets without a list from you stating which members in your club 
completed their 4-H year.  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to call us at 758-5553. 

Attention Club Leaders:               
End Of Year Award Packets 

Most clubs plan achievement night and year end award ceremo-
nies in November.  End of year award packets will be available 
on October 28th, 2010.  To put these packets together, we need 
a list of all of the members in each club that have completed 
their 4-H year and should receive an award. Please bring or fax 
your list into our office as soon as possible.  Our fax number is 
758-5881.  If you need a list of members, please call the office at  
758-5553 and we will print one out.   

Important Dates to Remember: 
 

Sept. 30th:  Independent 4-H member records 
should be completed and turned into the Extension 
Office. Club members should turn in records and 
workbooks to their organizational leader. 
Oct. 18th: Club Treasury Reports are due in the Extension Of-
fice. 
October 28th:  End of year Award Packets are ready in the Ex-
tension Office.  (If a complete list of members has been submit-
ted previously) 
November 10th:  Club enrollment packets are due back into the 
Extension Office.   
December 1st: All Market Livestock Thank You Forms due to 
the Extension Office.  
December 9th: Club outlines are due in the Extension Office. The Montana 4-H Foundation has 

started a new fundraiser.  Ruth and 
Vernon Taylor, Montana 4-H support-
ers, have agreed to match dollar for 
dollar, up to $100,000, raised by 4-
Her’s collecting change throughout the 
state.  We have a collection jar in the 
office for spare change and if any 
clubs would like to begin collecting 

change they are encouraged to do so.   

Montana 4-H Foundation Change 
for the Challenge 

Horse Helmet Opportunities 

The Trauma Services department at KRMC is offer-
ing to provide children an excellent opportunity to 

obtain helmets for a number of sporting venues, including horse 
helmets.  They will provide the proper fitting and helmet to a 
child in the horse project for the cost of $20.  Other sporting 
events prices vary.  To make an appointment or for more infor-
mation, please call Heather at 751-5727.   
Please also keep in mind that the Flathead 4-H Foundation is 
offering to reimburse the cost of one horse helmet (up to a $25 
value) during the lifetime of a child’s membership.  Please bring 
your helmet receipt into the office for reimbursement.   

4-H Fall Foundation Forum Meeting 

The Flathead 4-H Foundation Fall Forum will be held at 
the 4-H Building on the Fairgrounds on Thursday, De-
cember 2nd, 2010 at  6:30 pm.  A leader from each 
club, and all District Representatives should attend 
Forum meetings.  Topics of discussion will include a 

recap of the 09-10 4-H year, Foods Fair and other programming 
for the upcoming year.  If you have an item that you would like to 
see added to the agenda, please contact the Extension Office at 
758-5553.    

New Horse and Rabbit Resources 

Thanks to two separate donations, the horse items from Dawn 
Olson and the rabbit items from Jennifer and Brittany Bosley, we 
have lots of new resources for our members to check out of the 
Extension Office.  Please stop by to see if any of the books/
videos will be helpful to you in your project work.  The animal kits 
and videos are available to members year round.  Stop by and 
take a peak. We’d also like to say thank you to the 
Olson’s and Bosley’s for their generous donations.   

Free to Good Home: Three morning doves with cage and 
feed. Please call Trish Ervin at 892-1979. 
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4-H Million Trees Project 

Last year, a national large scale service learning 
project, 4-H Million Trees, was launched.  Mem-
bers in Belmont, CA launched the project with the 
goal of planting 1 million trees nationwide to com-
bat global climate change.  Since there are 6 mil-
lion 4-H members nationwide, the hope is that 4-H 
will unite and the trees will be planted by 2011.  So far over 
263,891 trees have been planted and 29,662 youth have taken 
part in this event.  To enter your club in this project, go to 
www.4hmilliontrees.org  4H has partnered with The Arbor Day 
Foundation so that clubs can obtain 12 small trees with a $12 
membership.  Clubs may also choose to obtain donations of 
trees or supporting materials.  More information can be obtained 
by contacting your club’s leader or calling the Extension Office at  
758-5553. 
 

CHALLENGE:  The Country Cousins 4-H Club would like to 
challenge other Flathead County Clubs to participate in the 
Million Tree Project with them.  They have applied for grant 
funding for future tree planting and have been awarded 
$2000 for their project. Great Job Country Cousins!!!!!  

Citizenship Washington Focus 

Citizenship Washington Focus is a trip held 
annually where Montana 4-H members travel 
as a group with chaperones to the National    
4-H Conference Center in Washington, DC.  
The week long trip includes workshops, meetings with legisla-
tors, and visits to monuments and museums.  Applications are 
due January 1st to the State 4-H office.  Cost is $1700 (broken 
into two payments). The Susan Dufner Scholarship (also due 
January 1st) can defray some of the expense.  Members must 
be 15 years old (4-H age) to attend and to apply for the scholar-
ship you must be 17 years of age.  Applications are available in 
the Extension Office or on our website.   

International Travel Opportunities 

The IFYE program (International 4-H Youth Ex-
change) is designed for 4-H members to travel 
with together with other 4-H members from the US 
to foreign countries and gain valuable experience 
and insight into other cultures.  Members must be 

at least fifteen years old to participate, however some locations 
require members to be older.  There are three and six month 
programs and locations include Austria, Botswana, Germany, 
Greece, Luxembourg, Switzerland, United Kingom, and possibly 
Costa Rica, and Norway. Information on each program is avail-
able on the state 4-H website or by stopping by our office.  
Please let us know if you are interested.   

Lost and Found 

All found items can be picked up in the Extension Office. 
 

Found at Sheep Showmanship seminar.   
Powder Blue North Face Jacket -girls size small 
 

Found at Camp (Numerous towels 
Fast Back Baseball cap 
Black & Red Wilson Shorts 
Arizona Jeans Size 10 with a “c” written on the label 
1 disposable camera 
One Small “Home Trends” Fan 
 

Found After Fair or Potluck  
Blue Coleman Cooler 
Blue Flip Flops with a sparkly sea shell on them. 
Two Wooden Spoons  
 

Lost at Fair:   
Black Cardigan Sweater (t-shirt type material), Call 752-3502  

Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards 

If you have made a difference by volunteering in your community 
over the past year, you could win $1000 and a trip to Washing-
ton, DC next May by applying for a Prudential Spirit of Commu-
nity Award.  To apply go to http://spirit.prudential.com Once 
you’ve completed your application, print it out, sign it, have a 
parent sign it; then bring it to our office.  Applications are due in 
our office no later than October 29th.   State level honoree’s will 
be announced in February, 2010 and National winners will be 
notified shortly thereafter.   

Karole Sommerfield 
Flathead County 4-H/ Youth Extension Agent 

Shelley Struck 
Flathead County Extension Support Staff 

Consider calling it a “challenge” rather than calling it a “crisis”.   
- Mary Ann Radmacher  
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