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end of each survey there are additional options that are specific to other programs. If you would
please take these surveys, it would be extremely helpful to us. They must be completed by March
31st, 2010. Thanks and call us with any questions at 758-5553.

we will be hosting 4-H members from Monroe and Bradford Counties in Pennsyl-
vania. The following year we will send our members to Pennsylvania for one
week.

Our main fundraiser for this program is the annual 4-H Exchange Spaghetti
Dinner and Pie Auction. This year’s dinner and auction will be held on Friday, March 26th, at the
Christian Center starting at 5:00 and serving until 7:30PM. Everyone is welcome! Let's all show

Flathead County 4-H is once again taking part in an Interstate Exchange program. This year /

our 4-H spirit!  For more information, please call the Extension Office at 758- Shooting Sports Leader's Training
5553. Advance tickets can be purchased in the office, or you can pay at the Free and Wanted Items

door. Cost is $6 per person or $15 per family. CHS Feed Program Opportunity
Challenge: We will pay for 5 large pizzas for the club who has the highest  Llama Newsletter Available
percentage of attendance at the Spaghetti Dinner. Encourage your club Flathead Animal Shelter
members and families to meet the challenge and win the incentive. 4-H Membership Discounts

International Foreign Youth Exchange

Montana 4-H welcomes 35 Japanese delegates this summer from July 21-August
19. We are looking for families with kids ages 10-18 to host a Japanese youth.
Families with no children or younger children may host an adult chaperone. This
is a great opportunity to learn about another culture first-hand. Delegates come to
experience life in a typical American family so planning special activities is not

Karole Sommerfield

4-H & Youth Development

MSU Extension, Flathead County
800 South Main Street

Kalispell, MT 59901

necessary. They also come with health insurance and their own spending money. (406) 758-5553
To apply, contact your County Extension office, Linda Stewart at 837-5091 or Stephanie Davison . cnsion@flathead. mt.qov
at (406) 994-3502 sdavison@montana.edu). http://flathead.mt.gov/extension/

wWww.msuextension.org
www.montana4h.org

Flathead 4-H Foundation Winter Forum

The Flathead 4-H Foundation Winter Forum will be held at the 4-H Building on the Fairgrounds

on Thursday, March 4th, 2010 at 6:30 pm. A leader from each club and all District Representa-
tives should attend this Forum meeting. Topics of discussion will include county-wide commu-

nity service project ideas, upcoming clinics weigh-ins. and project changes, Fair, etc.

If you have an item you would like to see added to the agenda,

please call the Extension Office at 758-5553. MONTANA EXTENSION
STATE UNIVERSITY
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Montana 4-H Rec Lab

State 4-H Rec Lab 2010: “Spark
your Imagination!”

Spark your Imagination and register
today to attend the 2010 Montana
4-H Rec Lab. It will be held in Cor-
vallis Montana, April 16-18. Mark
Heyka, KECI TV First Alert Meteor-
ologist and 11 year 4-H Alumni will kick off Rec Lab on Satur-
day, April 17, 2010. Over thirty different workshops are being
offered over the course of five sessions ranging from archery
and photography to the culinary arts and a scavenger hunt! Rec
Lab provides youth an opportunity to meet other youth from
across the state, develop leadership skills, and learn fun recrea-
tional activities that can be used in club settings, county events
and at other times. Rec Lab is for youth 13 years of age or older
as of October 1, 2009. The registration fee is $50.00.

Lodging, workshop fees, meals, and a t-shirt are included in the
registration fee. Be sure to mark your workshops, as they are
determined on a first-come, first-serve basis. All participants will
receive a 2010 Rec Lab t-shirt, so be sure to mark your size
when you register. Registrations are available in the Extension
Office and on our website under “Other member opportunities”.
Complete registrations need to be returned to our office by Mon-
day, March 8th.
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Flathead Kennel Club

The Flathead Kennel Club will be holding a match on May 15

at Lawrence Park. Canine good citizenship will be offered to all
4-H members registered in the dog project as well as the gen-
eral public. If participation members should bring a dog brush or
comb and may use either flat collars or choke chains. No prong
collars will be allowed. Registration will be at 10:30 and costs
$10. Questions please call Anni Sutkus at 892-5719 or go to
www.flatheadkennelclub.com.

Montana State Fair

The registration deadlines for Market Animals at the MT State
Fair are as follows:

Due Date Late Due Date
Steer: Closed Closed
Lambs: April 30th May 30th
Hogs: April 30th May 30th

Forms and more information can be found at the Extension Of-
fice, 800 South Main Street, Kalispell or 758-5553.

The Happy Hooves Mini Horse 4-H Club made Valentine bas-
kets and baked goodies for the Christian Light House residents.
The Christian Light House is a home for mentally challenged
individuals located in Somers. Great job Happy Hooves!

Mini Horse Member & Prospective
Members

Have you considered joining the 4-H
mini horse project but are not sure
where to get started? Are you currently
in the project but could use some help?

- L — Frank and Kathleen Sutton, Leaders of
the Happy Hooves 4-H Club, are willing to help. Please contact
them at 756-7760. Lease horses may be available to members.

Committee Meetings

AG Livestock Committee: will be held at the
4-H building on the Fairgrounds on Thurs.
March 4th at 5:30 PM. Club FILL Leaders are
required to attend. To add an item to the agenda
please call the Extension Office at 758-5553.
Horse Committee: will be held at the Extension Office on Tues-
day, March 9th at 5:30 PM. Agenda items include horse clinics,
leader certifications, horse camp and the NWMT Fair. To add
any other agenda items please contact the Extension Office at
758-5553.

)

Horse Leader Assessment
Certification

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, March 7th. All Flathead
County Horse Leader's that would like to be able to assess their
members in level requirements, must attend a certification meet-
ing at Mooring Road Arena on March 7th. The training will begin
at 2:00 pm and last until about 4:00 pm. More information re-
garding this requirement will be included in upcoming newslet-
ters. Please call the Extension Office if you have any questions.

Fair Rabbit Barn Superintendent

The NWMT Fair is seeking a qualified individual to supervise the
rabbit barn at the NWMT Fair in August. Letters of interest
should be addressed to the Fair Board and mailed to the Fair
Office at 800 S Main, Kalispell MT 59901. For more information
please call Nuggett Carmalt at 758-5810.

April Arts and Crafts Meeting

A

("/ ;37’ The April Arts and Crafts meeting will be Monday,
. ' i April 5th, 2010 at the 4-H Building on the Fair-

Geidacse grounds, at 7:00 pm. April will begin the big pro-

ject selection. You should discuss a project idea

with Bill, if you did not already do so at the March Meeting. The
remaining meetings for the year will be used to work on these
large projects. Some project ideas currently in the works in-
clude lamps, ceramics and leather craft. Questions? Call Bill at
257-6209.
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Flathead 4-H County Congress April 10th

Flathead County 4-H Congress is going to be better than ever. Congress will be a day long event, so please be sure to
read the following information carefully so that you can fully enjoy all that Congress has to offer. The location this year
is the Central Bible Church at 902 1st Ave. E. across from the Justice Center. Parking and the entrance door is behind the church.

Events: Members can participate in all three events if they choose. You do not have to be enrolled in a project to participate in the
event. There are three age divisions for all Congress Events- Cloverbuds (5-7 years), Junior (8-12 years), and Senior (13-and older).
Additionally, events may be split into novice and experienced levels depending upon enrollment. Age is determined as of October
1st, 2009. Pre-registration is required for all three events. Forms will be available on our website or in the Extension Office. Reg-
istration for all events is due in the Extension Office no later than 5:00 pm, Wednesday, March 31st, 2010.

Photo Fair: Photo Fair participants must have their exhibits to the County Congress Event duringthe  photo Categories:

9:00-9:30 set up time period. Judging will begin promptly at 9:30 am. Judges will place pictures in blue, o Landscapes
red and white ribbon groups. All pictures will receive a ribbon. A Grand Champion and Reserve Cham- Abstracts
pion will be selected in each category. A 4-H member may exhibit up to two (2) exhibits in each cate-

gory. A single picture mounted and/or matted, shall constitute an exhibit. No Groupings. Exhibits shall ® People

Animals, Birds, and Insects
Plants and Flowers

be labeled on the back with name, address, club and category.

Youth Speaks: Youth Speaks participants must be ready for judging at 9:30 am. There will be three different platforms in Youth
Speaks and you must choose one platform only. lllustrated Talk, Public Speaking, or Demonstrations. We have handouts for sale in
the Extension Office for official rules and regulations of Demonstrations/lllustrated Talks and Speeches.

New this year: Members have an option of selecting a “Just for Fun” platform in which they may participate in youth speaks without
the competitive aspect. This way members who are new to public speaking have an option of participating in this educational experi-
ence without the added pressure of competition.

W Arts & Crafts: Arts and Crafts will be split into two divisions with sub-classes in each. Projects must be made within the last
\ twelve months. Members may submit up to three (3) arts and crafts exhibits. Only one exhibit per class.

Fine Arts Division Sub Classes:  Paintings— includes water color, oils, acrylics, etc.
Drawings— includes pencil, pen, charcoal, etc.

Other- includes colored pencils, crayons, pastels, etc.
Crafts Division: Sub Classes:  Jewelry—includes bead work, metal work, etc.
Ceramics—- any ceramic item, pottery and claywork

Sewing- any item sewn. (Formerly know as fashion fair. These exhibits no
longer have to be modeled before the judge. Patterns or other des-
criptions of how the item was created should be included with the
enroliment if possible.)

Knitting, crocheting or embroidery— any item

Miscellaneous— paper, fabric (non sewn), baskets, leather work, metal work
(non jewelry item) wood work, etc.

Club Booth Displays: We are hoping to get a public gathering to this year's Congress and we believe this is another great opportu-
nity for our clubs to showcase themselves. Clubs are asked to contact the Extension Office by March 31st to let us know if they will
be attending. Each club needs to bring their own table, (no larger than 6 ft preferably) and decorations, trophies, awards, pictures,
and any other items you'd like to use. All clubs participating should also write one paragraph describing their club (charter date, # of
members, community service, etc.) that will be read to the crowd during the awards ceremony. We encourage all clubs to attend.

Potluck: We are asking that families bring a potluck dish to share with the group for the 12:00-1:30 pm potluck. Those with a last
name beginning with letters A-L should bring main dishes, and those with last names beginning with M-Z should bring desserts or
side dishes. Please bring your item in a warming dish (crock pot) if it needs to be heated. Please also bring a serving utensil. Regu-
lar utensils, plates and beverages will be provided.

Schedule: 9:00—9:30 am. Set up for all events
10:00 am —12:00 pm Judging for all Events Takes Place
12:00—1:30 pm Potluck
1:30- 3:00 pm Awards Ceremony

3:00- 4:00 pm Clean Up (participants are asked to help)



Horse Project Guidelines

All 4-H Horse and Mini Horse Project members
wishing to participate in the 4-H Horse or Mini Horse project
and/or NWMT Fair 4-H horse/ mini horse competition, must
meet the following requirements:

Horse Cards: The Extension Office must have a picture of the
member with the horse/ mini horse they intend to ride at the
Fair. A card can be picked up at any time in the Extension Of-
fice. The card has a place for you to attach the picture and list
the projects you are currently enrolled in. These cards must be
in the office no later than Tuesday, June 1st, 2010.

Project and Helmet Forms: Each member who wishes to
participate in the 4-H horse/ mini horse project (at any time dur-
ing the 4-H year, including competition), must have a Horse
Project Release Form on file in the Extension Office. They must
also have a Horse Helmet Policy & Acknowledgement of Edu-
cation Form on file in the Office.

Assessments: (not applicable for mini horse members)
Each horsemanship manual has level assessments included in
them. Each member must turn in a copy of their assessment to
the Extension Office if they would like to move into the next
level. Members will compete in the highest level completed and
on file in the Extension Office. You may turn in assessments to
the Extension Office up until Tuesday, June 1st, 2010.

Clinics: To participate in the 4-H events at the Northwest Mon-
tana Fair each horse/ mini horse member must attend at least
one 4-H sponsored horse/ mini horse clinic during the upcoming
year. There are at least five clinics being offered this year.
Watch the newsletter for details regarding these clinics. Refer
to the 4-H yearly calendar, which can be picked up in office or
found on our website, for the dates of these clinics.

Horsemanship Clinics:

Horse Clinic #3: March 21st at the Mooring Road Arena. Topic
will be Pattern Mechanics. The clinic will begin at 3:00 pm.
Members are NOT to bring their horse and door prizes will be
provided. For more information call Codi Sorensen at 250-6865.
Horse Clinic #4: April 24th at the Flathead County Fairgrounds.
Topic will be Ground Manners & 4-H Safety. The clinic will begin
at 10:00am. Vaccinations & shoeing may be available for fee.
Horse Clinic #5: May 22nd at the Lasalle Equestrian Center.
Topic will be From the Judges Point of View. The clinic will be-
gin at 12:00 pm.

Registered 4-H Leaders: To all of our registered 4-H lead-
ers— If you have submitted your leader application to the Exten-
sion Office and you have not received any notice from the State
4-H Office, your application was approved through HireRight.
We appreciate all of you working so hard to turn in those
lengthy forms so quickly.

Updates to the Horse Project for
Fair

We will keep you updated in future newsletters
as the state and local 4-H horse program coordi-
nators make changes to this year’s Fair and
State Horse Show programs.

e  Northwest Montana Fair 4-H Trail Class on Saturday, Au-
gust 14th will start immediately after the first showmanship
class and will close at 2:00 pm.

e All posters entered in the Fair by 4-H Horse project mem-
bers will need to be picked up in the lobby of the Trade
Center Building between noon and 4:00 pm on Sunday,
August 22nd, 2010, or they will be recycled.

Horse Helmet Opportunities

The Trauma Services department at KRMC is offering to provide
children an excellent opportunity to obtain helmets for a number
of sporting venues, including horse helmets. They will provide
the proper fitting and helmet to a child in the horse project for the
cost of $20. Other sporting events prices vary. To make an ap-
pointment or for more information, please call Heather at
751-5727.

Please also keep in mind that the Flathead 4-H Foun-
dation is offering to reimburse the cost of one horse
helmet (up to a $25 value) during the lifetime of a
child’'s membership. Please bring your helmet receipt
into the office for reimbursement.

Flathead 4-H 3rd Annual Horse
Camp

The 3rd Annual 4-H Horse Camp will be
held at the Flathead County Fairgrounds on
Friday, May 7th, through Saturday, May 8th.
We are extremely excited to continue offer-
ing this camp. Each year has been better
and better! Numerous workshops and rid-
ing clinics will be available to 4-H members. We will announce
registration details in upcoming newsletters.

Montana 4-H Scholarships

The Montana 4-H Foundation offers a number of scholarships to
future college students. They have streamlined the process so
that members can fill out one application and apply for up to
six scholarships at once. Details on scholarship and applica-
tions are available at http://Montana.4h.org under Programs,
Grants and Scholarships. Applications must be submitted to

the State Office by April 1st. The site also include additional

links to other scholarships available to 4-H members.
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Flathead County 4-H Ambassador

A 4-H Ambassador is an official envoy, an author- A

ized representative of our Montana 4-H program. < @ )
You must be self motivated and an enthusiastic

leader who promotes 4-H. You must be at least
14 years of age by October 1st, 2009 and have <!
the ability to serve as an ambassador for two con-
secutive years. We have applications ready for this outstanding
4-H opportunity. Please stop by the office for more information
and an application. This is an early heads up. Applications
will be due Tuesday, April 20th, 2010.

]

4-H Shooting Sports Raffle

ZJ11 = ®  The State 4-H Newsletter an-
ﬁbllﬂb ﬁbﬂl’ﬂﬁ nounced that the Shiloh

Sharps Rifle Company has donated another $2500 gift certifi-
cate this year and tickets are now available. Any county 4-H
clubs, projects, councils, etc interested in participating will re-
ceive 20% of the funds they obtain through their tickets sales.
If your Club is interested and you have any questions please
call Todd Kesner at (406) 994-6816.

Market Livestock
Project Guidelines

To participate in a Market Livestock project, a member must be
enrolled in an active 4-H Club and meet certain requirements.

All 4-H members involved in a Market Livestock project
must attend one Livestock Quality Assurance
Clinic every two years. There is only one LQA
clinic left on March 23rd. If you are taking a Hog,
Beef or Sheep to the Fair, and you did not take
this training last year, you are required to at-
tend this LQA Training. There are no excep-
tions. Young members who completed an LQA
training last year are allowed to repeat their train-
ing this year if they choose.

Market Livestock Contracts: All members who are participat-
ing in a market animal project (hog, beef, or sheep) need to read
and sign a Market Livestock Contract form. A parent is also re-
quired to sign the form. The Extension Office or your livestock
club leader have these forms for you and they should be turned
in to the Extension Office no later than April 15th, 2010. If you
have any questions, please feel free to call the Extension Office
at 758-5553.

LQA #3: Tuesday, March 23rd, 2010 at 6:30 pm at the
Country Kitchen on the Fairgrounds.

Hog Seminar: Thursday, March 25th, 2010 at the United
Way Community Room (old Gateway West
Mall complex) 6:30 pm. Presenter is Dan
Fisher.

Steer Weigh-in: Monday, April 12th at the Fairgrounds.

Hog Weigh-in & Tagging: Tuesday, April 27th at the Fair

grounds.

Lamb Seminar: Thursday, April 29th at the United Way
Community Room (old Gateway West Mall
complex) 6:30 pm. Presenter will be Wes
McAlpin

Please remember to put these dates on the Calendar.

h#i’t Livestock Members Needing

LQA Certification

If your name is listed below, then as of February 19th, our re-
cords indicate that you are required to attend the March 23rd
LQA training to be eligible to bring a market animal to the 2010
NWMT Fair. Please call the Extension Office if you have

any questions. If you enroll in a market livestock pro-

ject after February 19th, you must contact the Exten- N
sion Office regarding your market livestock project n

requirements.

Rebekah Allen
Jenna Callan
Lauren Callan
Talli Carmalt
Trey Carmalt
Annie Cronk
Matthew Cronk
Robert Drager
Vileka Fisher
Austion Floyd
Adam Joy
Christopher Joy
Matthew Joy
Ashley Lanktree
Trevor Malloy
lan McKenzie
Aaron Morris
Cameron Morris
Danielle Morris
Jemma Morrow
Julia Morow
Dillon Muth
Ashlyn Nicholson

Brayden Nicholson

Hunter Nicholson
Alison Olsen

James Sampson
Matthew Sampson
Joe Siderius
Reid Siderius
Shelby Sladek
Skylar Smith
Tristan Smith
Robyn Stobart
Walker Wise
Kelsey Wright
Amy Lybeck
Emma Andrews
Garette Fenster
Tehl King

Hanna Maxwell
Jandi Maxwell
Julia Nelson
Courtney Rufenach-Tu
Krystal Sutton
Madeline Sutton
Greg Wilson
McKenna Wilson
Trey Stevens



Western Region Leader’s Forum

Plans are well underway for the 2010
Western Region Leaders’ Forum. The
Forum will take place in Albuquerque,
New Mexico on March 11th - 14th,
2010. All 4-H leaders, teens and staff =
from the 13 western states, 2 Canadian *k):‘i-"
provinces and the Pacific Territories are @érf:
invited. The event is capped at 400 par-
ticipants, so don’t delay in registering.
The full-time registration includes Thursday evening appetizers
and 4 meals, hospitality room, workshops, speakers, commercial
exhibits, entertainment and activities. On Friday and Saturday
there will be 64 workshops on a diverse range of topics. Some
of the workshop titles are: Magic of Leadership, Sciencetriffic 4-
H Projects, Are you a 4-H Pig or Chicken?, Internet Use in 4-H,
Activities, Introduction to Boondoggle Delights and 4-H Working.
Online registration is available at http://nm4h.nmsu.edu The
2010 Forum will be held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. Hotel regis-
tration information is located on the Forum website. Reserva-
tions can be made on-line or by calling 402-592-6464 or 888-
421-1442.

iBIazing Trails

| Yesterday,

 Today and
Tomorrow
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FREE & WANTED ITEMS

Free Bunnies: Two young bunnies available to a good home.
One is male and one is female. They are both black. Call Ed at
253-4278 for more information.

The Llama/Alpaca club would like everyone to know that their
newsletter is available to all 4-H members. If you would like to
receive it please call Angela Crenshaw at 257-4474.

Flathead County Animal Shelter

The Flathead County Animal Shelter is still ask-
ing for your help to raise funds for the animals
4 by going on line at www.The AnimalRescue-
| Site.com and registering your vote. Just follow
the directions and type in “Flathead County Ani-

mal Shelter”. Voting on the site continues until April 18th, 2010
and can be done daily. Thank you for your help.

Karole Sommerfield
Flathead County 4-H/ Youth Extension Agent

New Award for Beef Members

The Rianda Family will be sponsoring a new award for market
beef members; the winner receiving a belt buckle at the End-of-
Year Award Banquet. All FFA and 4-H members who participate
in both showmanship and market at Fair are eligible. A points
system has been established for 5 categories:

o Rate of gain (based on April weight)

o Market Placing

e Showmanship Placing

o (Carcass Placing

o Carcass Grade

Tie breaker points based on the marbling score will be awarded
if required. Data for this award will be collected by Livestock
Committee Members. We'd like to thank the Rianda Family for
their generosity .

Shooting Sports Leaders

' There are three out of state trainings coming up
’ that are available to shooting sports leaders. They

B/ arein |daho (4/2484/25), Nevada (4/16-4-18) and

Oregon (4/16-18). These trainings will qualify the

participants for State Certification. For information and/or appli-
cations, please contact the Extension Office.

CHS Feed Program

If you're purchasing feed through CHS for your market animal,
you may want to stop by Cenex or the Extension Office for de-
tails regarding their “Champion of Champions” program. They
have incentives available to those who participate.

FYI: More discounts available to members are:

4-H Membership Discounts

e Western Outdoor- This store provides a 15% discount to
members for show clothing.

e Murdoch’s— This store provides a 10% discount on limited
project items. Members must present a discount card to
participate. If you need a 2010 discount card you can go to
the store and provide them with either your current 4-H
newsletter or your 2009 discount card.

Shelley Smith
Flathead County Extension Support Staff
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