
**************************************** 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2012 
 

The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioner 
Scott and Holmquist, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 

COUNTY OFFICES CLOSED – COLUMBUS DAY 
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on October 9, 2012.     

 
 

**************************************** 
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2012 
 

The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioner 
Scott and Holmquist, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 
Chairman Lauman opened public comment on matters within the Commissions' Jurisdiction, no one present to 
speak, Chairman Lauman closed the public comment period. 
 
QUARTERLY MEETING W/ MARCIA SHEFFELS, SUPT. OF SCHOOLS 
 
9:30:36 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Superintendent of Schools Marcia Sheffels, Clerk Kile  
 
Sheffels reviewed the following quarterly report with the commission.                

 

Routine business for July, August, September: 

 Reviewed and approved individual transportation contracts (TR-4’s) submitted by all participating school districts 
(the county and the state share equally in paying for on-schedule transportation) 

 Held the annual County Transportation Committee meeting, reviewed all school bus routes (the county and the 
state share equally in paying for on-schedule transportation  

 Provided non-operating procedures to smallest district and consultations 
 Reviewed County Treasurer forms of county-wide school funds, made adjustments as necessary and submitted 

to Office of Public Instruction 
 Received all school calendars for 2012-2013, reviewed for required aggregate hours 
 Assisted district with new hiring 
 Attended school board meetings 
 Assisted districts with applications for federal funds 
 Held orientation meeting for six new superintendent-principal administrators to the valley 
 Completed annual data forms for joint district—Bigfork is a shared high school district with Flathead and Lake 

Counties 
 Received taxable valuations from Department of Revenue for all school districts 
 Sent each district’s taxable valuation to school clerks/business managers for new budgets 
 Assisted the rural schools belonging to the county superintendent’s accounting cooperative in year-end financial 

summaries for public record, for basis of new budget 
 Received all school district’s Trustees’ Financial Summary (ending balance of school year) 
 Reviewed and made adjustments as necessary to all school districts’ budgets to then be approved by the County 

Commissioners 
 Submitted the Trustees’ Financial Summaries and Budgets to Office of Public Instruction 
 Computed levy requirements 
 Submitted to Office of Public Instruction county transportation/retirement fund mill levy calculation 
 Published the annual financial report for the past fiscal year in local newspaper   
 Prepared and sent out information to homeschool families regarding annual notification  
 Updated county-wide substitute list for schools 
 Conducted background checks  
 Certified and filed renewed and new teacher and administrative licenses  
 Checked to see that all buses met first semester bus inspections and all driver certificates were current and on 

file in this office and approval sent to Office of Public Instruction 
 Continued conflict resolution work on issues in school communities—status of coaches, use of facilities,  

harassment of teachers, bullying by teachers, divided child custody and divided school enrollment, bus stops and 
ridership, part-time enrollment in public schools of home schoolers 

 
DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE:  KNIFE RIVER CHANGE ORDER NO. 1/ RSID #152 (BERNE ROAD) 
 
9:49:08 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Public Works Director Dave Prunty, Clerk Kile  
 
Prunty summarized the change order decreasing the price of the project that is now complete.         
 
Commissioner Scott made a motion to approve Change Order No. 1 for Knife River/ RSID #152 Berne Road.  
Commissioner Holmquist seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman, Scott and Holmquist.  Motion carried unanimously.   
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DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE:  COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT/ TEAMSTER’S ROAD DEPT. 
 
9:52:00AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Public Works Director Dave Prunty, Clerk Kile  
 
Prunty reported the three-year labor agreement with the Teamster’s in the Road Department has been ratified.     
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to approve signature of the collective bargaining agreement.  Commissioner 
Scott seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman, Scott and Holmquist.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF ADAMS STREET & GRAYLING ROAD MAINTENANCE 
 
9:53:39 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Public Works Director Dave Prunty, Clerk Kile     
 
Prunty reviewed a request received from Spurwing HOA for consideration of the county assuming maintenance on 
portions of Adams Street and Grayling Road.  The county currently maintains Grayling Road to the top of the hill and 
Adams to the intersection with Brass Road; improvements were made to the road by developer Charles Lapp when he 
created his subdivision several years ago.  Prunty explained his position would be to stick to their policy, yet the decision 
would be up to the commission whether to maintain the roads.   
 
Discussion was held relative to history of the roads.   
 
Commissioner Holmquist said it is a tough decision with hundreds of miles of unmaintained county roads. She stated if we 
start maintaining one we will have to do them all, which would then be a big fiasco.  Holmquist suggested they explore 
other options.  
 
Commissioner Scott said he agreed with Commissioner Holmquist in that now is not the time; the county cannot afford it.     
 
Commissioner Scott made a motion to deny the request for the county to maintain the extension of Adams Street and 
Grayling Road in Lakeside per Exhibit “A” map as indicated.  Commissioner Holmquist seconded the motion.  
 
Chairman Lauman commented he would vote “nay” for obvious reasons of living in the area as he sees the connectivity, 
yet totally understands where the commission is coming from with the issue.  Aye - Scott and Holmquist.    Nay – Lauman. 
Motion carried by quorum.    
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BI-MONTHLY MEETING W/ PAT MCGLYNN, MSU EXTENSION OFFICE & TAMMY WALKER, 4-H AGENT 
 
10:00:06 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, MSU Extension Agent Pat McGlynn, Clerk Kile  
 
McGlynn summarized the following report presented to the commission.  
 

 Food Mapping for website with Montana Department of Agriculture to identify opportunities for processing,  

 retailing and production of local foods 

 Finish up last of weed free hay inspections 

 Scientist from North Dakota State University, Dr. Hatterman, here for 4 days to work with grape growers and consult. 

Public meeting for people interested in grape growing. New list serve and new grape growers association. 

 Master Gardener projects all in by Sept 1.  

 Private applicator training at County Weed Department.   24 producers attended. MSU faculty and MDA staff helped 

conduct the training.  

 Tour grape and cherry trials with Montana Department of Agriculture for funding  

 

McGlynn also summarized the following report presented to the commission for Tammy Walker.    
 

 Award Ceremony – about 375 people attended and over 100 awards were given out. 

 New 4-H Ambassador Program – structured similar to Leadership Flathead.  

o 4-H Ambassadors are official envoys, representative spokespersons of the Flathead County 4-H Program. A 4-

H Ambassador is a self-motivated, enthusiastic leader who promotes the 4-H program to fellow members, area 

residents, community leaders, elected officials and non 4-H youth. A 4-H Ambassador serves to strengthen the 

4-H program through public relations. Ambassadors demonstrate their skills in leadership, citizenship, and civic 

engagement through public presentations, life skill development workshops, and service learning projects. 

These youth exemplify the “learn by doing” credo of experiential learning and advance the 4-H motto, “to make 

the best better."  

 When I arrived in January, a couple of my first goals were to (1) increase educational opportunities AND (2) better 

capture data from existing 4-H educational opportunities. After running our end-of-yr. report (Oct. 1, 2011 – Sept. 30, 

2012), I’m excited to say that there has been a noticeable increase in those documented as receiving 4-H educational 

training.  

 
Last year: 2010-2011 

 Youth 
Volunteers 

Adult 
Volunteers 

Other 
Adults 

Leadership 
Training 

488 299 101 

Other 
Training 

360 124 86 

Totals: 848 423 187 

 
This year: 2012 

 Youth 
Volunteers 

Adult 
Volunteers 

Other 
Adults 

Leadership 
Training 

1356 720 288 

Other 
Training 

1526 654 574 

Totals: 2882 1374 862 

 

 Upcoming – 

o 4-H Week is this week 10/7 – 10/13. You should be seeing 4-H information around the county at different locations. 

Vendors are hosting informational boards in their windows. 

o 4-H Leader Training sessions for all adult volunteers and parents: 10/16, 10/18 & 10/22 

o Annual Conference – out of office 10/29 – 10/31 

 
AWARD BID:  SEPTIC SYSTEM/ ANIMAL SHELTER 
 
10:15:47 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Clerk Kile   
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to award the Animal Shelter septic system bid to RKZ Enterprises for 
$20,321.20.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman, Scott and Holmquist.  Motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
MEETING W/ ROBIN KELSON RE:  TAX FORM DEADLINE 
 
10:16:41 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Robin Kelson, Clerk Kile   
 
Robin Kelson reported that one year ago Algae Aqua Culture Technologies filed an application with the Department of 
Environmental Quality for a property tax credit; at the time the application was filed they were not far enough along in the 
construction process for the Department of Revenue to be able to assess them.  The DOR invited them to re-apply again 
for the following year, which they did.  However, Kelson noted there is a 30-day window from the day you receive your 
preliminary assessment in order to file any kind of an abatement, which was not done through an oversight.  She explained 
she missed the deadline by four days and technically, by statutory requirements there is no leeway in the deadline.  She 
stated she has been told she could come before the commission who has the discretion if they wish to ask that the 
property tax abatement for this year be held in abeyance pending the certification that would then apply for this year.  She 
noted assuming the application does goes through and they get the certification it would be applied to next year’s taxes.      
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Kelson was advised the issue would be taken under advisement and discussed during a County Attorney meeting.   
 
MONTHLY MEETING W/ ROGER LAFERRIERE, OES & LINCOLN CHUTE, FIRE SERVICES AREA MANAGER 
 
10:31:29 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Fire Services Area Manager Lincoln Chute, OES Director Roger Laferriere, Deputy OES Director Cindy Mullaney, 
Clerk Kile    
 
Chute reviewed progress on work being done on Mt. Ennis and Ashley Lake Fire Hall.  He reported fuels in the mountains 
are still extremely dry.   
 
Mullaney spoke about concerns regarding the EMPG grant that pays part of the OES program costs, and not having 
received an award letter from the state yet.   She also spoke about work being done by the I.T. Department to update and 
make improvements to their webpage.   Discussion was held relative to the LEPC.   
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on October 10, 2012.     
 

 

**************************************** 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2012 
 

The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioner 
Scott and Holmquist, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 

11:00 a.m. County Attorney meeting @ Co. Atty’s Office 
  1:15 p.m. 911 meeting @ FECC 

 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on October 11, 2012.     

 
**************************************** 

 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2012 

 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioner 
Scott and Holmquist, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 
Chairman Lauman opened public comment on matters within the Commissions' Jurisdiction. 
 
Mayre Flowers, representing Citizens for a Better Flathead read the following letters.   
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Flowers concluded by saying the Flathead County Growth Policy took almost a 10-year process to come to a consensus 
and try to articulate a vision that was shared by a majority of the public.  As such, it provides a predictable basis for 
businesses and homeowners to invest in our community.  When we weaken and dilute it, we lose the predictability that is a 
real risk to our future economic development.  The importance of maintaining the special character of this place to our 
future and economic growth is why many businesses locate here, and why many people come here to retire and visit.  We 
have a responsibility.  To defer to DEQ or to MDOT or wait until an issue becomes a problem is not responsible; it is 
usually costly to the taxpayers.  A good example of this is a recent proposal for a marina in Lakeside. Flowers presented 
copies of the following CD’s:    

 

 H20 Documents  
 Assessment of Ground Water Pollutants & Contaminants in the Shallow Aquifer 
 WL1 Septic Leachate 
 Sewage Treatment in Flathead Basin 

 
No one else rising to speak, Chairman Lauman closed the public comment period. 
 
B. J. Grieve pointed out the period for written comment regarding the final resolution of the Growth Policy on the agenda 
for consideration tomorrow has expired.  He suggested the commission check with the County Attorney’s Office for 
clarification regarding new information being submitted.   
 
Flowers stated it is very clear under your own regulations and under state law that when you are making a major decision 
that you are required up until the time you make the decision to consider relevant and public information.     
 
MONTHLY MEETING W/ B. J. GRIEVE, PLANNING & ZONING OFFICE 
 
9:00:22 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Planning & Zoning Director B. J. Grieve, Mayre Flowers, Clerk Kile    
 
Grieve reviewed planners duties; spoke about CTEP projects and allocations available; reviewed progress regarding 
community decay files; reviewed use of their permit tracking calendar;  summarized their fee revenue and expenditures; 
spoke about floodplain regulations and changes from 1984 to 2012 and reviewed concerns regarding floodplain 
boundaries on Foy’s Lake.  He also spoke about a meeting held with MDT regarding the urban area boundary around 
Whitefish, which is used by MDT for various transportation planning.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF LAKESHORE PERMIT:  PURDIE FAMILY REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST 
 
9:30:54 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Planning & Zoning Director B. J. Grieve, Planner Bailey Minnich, Clerk Kile   
 
Minnich reviewed Lakeshore Permit FLP 12-50; a proposal submitted by Purdie Family Revocable Living Trust to construct 
a new piling ‘E’ dock located at 167 Peaceful Lane on Flathead Lake.   
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to approve Lakeshore Permit FLP 12-50/ Purdie Family Revocable Living Trust.  
Commissioner Scott seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman, Scott and Holmquist.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
FINAL PLAT:  WALCHLI MILLER ESTATES, RESUBDIVISION OF LOT 4 
 
9:33:35 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Planning & Zoning Director B. J. Grieve, Clerk Kile 
 
Grieve reviewed final plat of Walchli Miller Estates, Resubdivision of Lot 4.  The commission granted preliminary plat 
approval on February 6, 2012 for the two lot minor subdivision located on the east side of Montford Road, approximately 
one mile south of Highway 35, subject to 16 conditions.     
 
Commissioner Scott made a motion to approve final plat of Walchli Miller Estates, Resubdivision of Lot 4.  Commissioner 
Holmquist seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman, Scott and Holmquist.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE:  DPHHS CONTRACT #13-07-5-31-027-0 
 
9:38:29 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Clerk Kile 
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to approve DPHHS Contract #13-07-5-31-027-0.  Commissioner Scott 
seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman, Scott and Holmquist.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
MONTHLY MEETING W/ SANDY CARLSON, FINANCE DEPT. 
 
10:17:52 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Finance Director Sandy Carlson, Clerk Kile  
 
Carlson reviewed a cash balance report for the month of September.  Discussion was also held relative to the 911 Center 
being a county operation or a separate legal entity. 
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CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION:  BUDGET AMENDMENTS 
 
10:00:05 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Finance Director Sandy Carlson, Fairgrounds Director Mark Campbell, Eagle Transit Director Dave Polansky, 
Clerk Kile   
 
Carlson reviewed with the commission proposed budget amendments.   
 
Commissioner Scott made a motion to approve Budget Amendment Resolution #2343.  Commissioner Holmquist 
seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman, Scott and Holmquist.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT 
RESOLUTION # 2343 

  
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has determined, and various department heads have requested 

and verified, that budget revisions between line items for Fiscal Year 2012-2013, are required, and; 
 

WHEREAS, Section 7-6-4031, M.C.A. and Budget Resolution No. 1689, allow budget transfers to be made 
between items in the same fund.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached list of transfers and revisions shall be made in 
the budget for Flathead County for Fiscal Year 2012-2013; and; 
        

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution and the attached list of transfers and revisions shall be 
entered into the minutes of the Board of Commissioners. 
 

Dated this 11th day of October, 2012.     
 

      BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
       Flathead County, Montana 
 
       By/s/Dale W. Lauman 
              Dale W. Lauman, Chairman 
 
       By/s/Pamela J. Holmquist 
              Pamela J. Holmquist, Member 
 
ATTEST:      By/s/Calvin L. Scott 
Paula Robinson, Clerk           Calvin L. Scott, Member 
 
By/s/Diana Kile 
  Diana Kile, Deputy 
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CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF FINANCE DEPARTMENT PURCHASING POLICY & SURPLUS POLICY  
 
10:18:06 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Finance Director Sandy Carlson, Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina, Clerk Kile   
 
Carlson reviewed a draft copy of the proposal to implement a purchasing policy and surplus policy for Flathead County. 
The commission unanimously agreed that a couple minor changes would need to be made before approval.      
 
DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE:  COOPERATIVE PURCHASING MOU/ MONTANA DEPT. OF ADMINISTRATION 
 
10:25:01AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Finance Director Sandy Carlson, Clerk Kile   
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to approve the cooperative purchasing MOU with the Department of 
Administration.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman, Scott and Holmquist.  Motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
 2:00 p.m. AOA Board meeting @ The Summit 
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on October 12, 2012.     

 

 
**************************************** 

 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2012 

 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioner 
Scott and Holmquist, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 
Chairman Lauman opened public comment on matters within the Commissions' Jurisdiction. 
 
Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina reported no written comment would be accepted today regarding the amendment on 
the Growth Policy that is on the agenda for today, simply because the commission did allow for an extended written 
comment period that has passed.  She noted it is not appropriate to accept some written comment later where others 
haven’t’ had the opportunity.  She said anyone wanting to submit written comment could submit it for inclusion in the file to 
the clerk.       
 
Sharon DeMeester 415 Chestnut Drive said at this point I would like you to reconsider the changes that have been made 
to the Growth Policy.  She stated the major changes made in the past two months had very little time for the public to 
comment on and more time needs to be given to those changes.   
 
No one else rising to speak, Chairman Lauman closed the public comment period. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF FINAL RESOLUTION:  2012 FLATHEAD COUNTY GROWTH POLICY UPDATE 
 
9:15:19 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Deputy County Attorney Peter Steele, Deputy County Attorney Tara Fugina, Deputy County Attorney Paul Nicol, 
Planning & Zoning Director B. J. Grieve, Gary Krueger, Sharon DeMeester, Rick Blake, Mayre Flowers, Marc Liechti, Jim 
Heim, Ardis Larsen, Jeff Larsen, Karen Reeves, Marcia Sheffels, Lynn Stanley, Jim Clark, Ron Thiebert, Clerk Kile  
 
Chairman Lauman asked Planning & Zoning Director B. J. Grieve to walk through the timeline and present an overview of 
the 2012 Growth Policy update.  
 
Grieve noted the process to update the Growth Policy began on October 8, 2010.  He then reviewed the timeline of the 
process followed and explained where notices were posted/ published for the 21 workshops held that concluded on 
December 14, 2011.  He then reviewed public hearings held by the Planning Board as well as the additional workshops   
they scheduled.   
 
Chairman Lauman asked Grieve to clarify whether the document is cast in stone or can be amended. 
 
Grieve stated the Growth Policy is a frame work document for planning of the entire county, and within there are 
addendums that include neighborhood plans; as you know the plans are always being looked at for whether they are 
appropriate.  He explained they process Master Plan amendments and can process Growth Policy amendments initiated 
either by a citizen or publically.  If the Planning Board finds something is not working they can recommend the commission 
initiate an amendment to the Growth Policy.  If a private citizen feels something is not working, they can initiate a citizen-
initiated amendment to the Growth Policy.  He reviewed Chapter 10, Part 7 that states: 
 

A plan must be allowed to function as intended before an accurate measure of its effectiveness may be 
made. However, all plans must have a degree of flexibility. Various events could potentially create a 
situation where certain goals, policies and/or implementation techniques are no longer adequate or 
appropriate. If this occurs prior to the regularly scheduled updates, the Flathead County Growth Policy 
may be amended. Amendments may be proposed by an initiative from governing bodies or citizens. It is 
also contemplated that an initial amendment shall be needed to correct any oversights, flaws or 
unintended consequences that become apparent as the Growth Policy is put in place. Additionally, it is 
assumed that from time to time changes will need to be made to the officially adopted maps.  
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Commissioner Holmquist commended the Planning Board for the many hours spent on updating the Growth Policy along 
with planning staff and the many individuals that submitted comments.  She stated she read all the comments, reviewed all 
the DVD’s and looked through a large amount of documentation. She presented an overview of comments received from 
various individuals and organizations. Holmquist said we all should be concerned about water quality and pointed out 
currently the county has water quality standards that are more stringent than corresponding state regulations to address 
water quality.  She spoke about the open process in updating the Growth Policy, re-assurance that the document is not 
regulatory and can be amended, the layers of regulations already in place, transportation studies and DEQ standards.  
Holmquist then read the Property Owner’s Bill of Rights and stated she is in favor of adopting the draft as presented.   
 
Commissioner Scott said he personally feels it is incumbent upon the commission to explain to the public who has not 
been able to be a part of the process, or has been guided by other opinions as to what the process was or was not in 
updating the Growth Policy.  He explained he would like to be able to share with the public an idea of what they have gone 
through to get to this point today in the decision they will make.  As far as public comment goes, he stated we have all 
received it and have read every single comment and looked at every signature on the petition.  Scott stated it is their 
responsibility to know how the citizens feel about the issues, and develop and come up with a commonality of the issues to 
feel comfortable they are doing the right thing for the citizens and taxpayers. In doing that we look at various information, 
and looking at the documents that came through as Holmquist noted there are five commonalities to most of the opposition 
to the Growth Policy. He reviewed those concerns submitted in opposition.  He then expressed his appreciation to the 
Planning and Zoning Office and the Flathead County Planning Board for the oversight and overview they provided. Scott 
stated he also supported the updates of the Growth Policy.   
 
Chairman Lauman thanked Planning & Zoning Director B. J. Grieve and the Flathead County Planning Board for the hard 
work done along with all their other duties in updating the Growth Policy.  He as well noted all the documentation received 
has been read and in the comments, many stated we need more public comment and time.  He explained the whole 
process for updating the Growth Policy has been on the Planning & Zoning website and 21 public meetings have been 
held over the last two years; we have had public input he stated.  Lauman said prior to commissioner meetings there is 
also a 15-minute public comment period for citizen input.  Lauman spoke about water quality concerns expressed.  He 
then explained most of the highways in the county are currently unzoned, and any type of development could be done right 
now; nothing prevents you from doing it.   Lauman stated he fully supports the updated Growth Policy that addresses 
issues at hand.   
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to adopt Resolution 2015R.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion.  Aye - 
Lauman, Scott and Holmquist.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 R 
 

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2007, the Flathead County Board of Commissioners adopted the Flathead County 
Growth Policy (Growth Policy) by the adoption of Resolution No. 2015 A;  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 76-1-601(3)(f)(iii), M.C.A., and Chapter 9, Part 6, of the Growth Policy, the 
Growth Policy needs to be updated every five years; 

 WHEREAS, on October 20, 2010, the Flathead County Planning Board (Planning Board) held a public 
workshop to gather public comment to identify areas of the Growth Policy that should be updated;  

WHEREAS, on January 3, 2011, the Board of Commissioners requested the Planning Board update the 
Flathead County Growth Policy by the adoption of Resolution 2015 P; 

WHEREAS, throughout 2011, the Planning Board held twenty-one public workshops on updating the Growth 
Policy;  
 

WHEREAS, on February 15, 2012, the Planning Board held a public hearing, pursuant to Section 76-1-602, 
M.C.A, on the proposed updates to the Growth Policy and, during the next several weeks, the Planning Board held 
four additional public workshops during which further revisions to the proposed updated Growth Policy were made;    

 
WHEREAS, on June 13, 2012, the Planning Board held a second public hearing, pursuant to Section 76-1-

602, M.C.A, on the final draft of the proposed updates to the Growth Policy; 
 
WHEREAS, throughout the above-described period of time, notices of public workshops and hearings were 

published in the newspaper, articles pertaining to the workshops and hearings appeared in the newspaper, and 
drafts of proposed updates to the Growth Policy were continually posted on the County Website and made available 
in the Planning and Zoning Office;  

 
WHEREAS, on July 11, 2012, the Planning Board adopted a Resolution, pursuant to Section 76-1-603, 

M.C.A., which recommended the Board Commissioners adopt the updated Growth Policy forwarded to the Board of 
Commissioners by the Planning Board;  

 
WHEREAS, on August 29, 2012, the Board of Commissioners determined that the updated Growth Policy 

recommended by the Planning Board should be adopted for the jurisdictional area of the Planning Board, passed a 
resolution of intent to adopt the updated Growth Policy, and gave notice that it would consider written public 
comments received prior to 5 p.m. on October 1, 2012, by the adoption of Resolution No. 2015 Q; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has considered all the written comments and information received 
since the adoption of the resolution of intent. 
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NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Flathead County, 

Montana, pursuant to Section 76-1-604, M.C.A., that it hereby adopts the updated Flathead County Growth Policy 
recommended by the Flathead County Planning Board and which is attached hereto.  

 
 Dated this 12

th
 day of October, 2012. 

 
       BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
       Flathead County, Montana 
 
       By/s/Dale W. Lauman 
                 Dale W. Lauman, Chairman 
 

By/s/Pamela J. Holmquist 
                  Pamela J. Holmquist, Member 

ATTEST:      
Paula Robinson, Clerk     By/s/Calvin L. Scott  
               Calvin L. Scott, Member     
By/s/Diana Kile 
    Diana Kile, Deputy  
 
The attachment to the above resolution can be viewed at the Clerk & Recorders Office. 

 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on October 15, 2012.     
  

 
**************************************** 

 
 
 


